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FOREWORD 


Recognizing  the  need  for  recording  the  history  of  religion  in  Martin 
County  and  the  individual  churches  therein,  the  authors  back  in  1972 
started  gathering  all  available  data  to  support  the  project.  Several 
persons,  including  Mrs.  Oscar  Davenport  of  Jamesville,  James  C. 
Manning,  Mrs.  W.  I.  Skinner,  and  the  Rev.  Tim  Henry  of  Williamston, 
George  Haislip  of  Hamilton,  Mrs.  Helen  K.  Peel  of  Everetts  and  Mrs. 
Beatrice  J.  Edmondson  of  Hassell,  materially  aided  the  preliminary 
work,  along  with  any  number  of  others  whose  services  are  recognized 
in  connection  with  the  individual  church  histories.  The  authors  are 
deeply  indebted  to  them  for  their  search  and  research  handled  during 
the  past  two  years. 

The  authors  readily  admit  they  are  not  equipped  to  handle  the  ac- 
cepted task,  and  plead  for  the  kind  indulgence  of  the  readers.  Every 
possible  effort  has  been  made  to  obtain  the  correct  data  and  to  present 
them  in  readable  form.  Uncertainty  grips  much  of  the  early  in- 
formation, making  it  almost  impossible  to  ferret  out  the  facts  in  true 
sequence.  It  is  also  pointed  out  that  some  of  the  individual  church 
histories  are  longer  than  others.  The  length  of  the  historical  accounts 
was  determined  largely  by  information  made  available  or  gained  from 
various  sources.  Unfortunately,  in  most  cases,  church  records  were 
lost  or  destroyed  in  one  way  or  another  and  few  historical  facts  could 
be  obtained.  The  authors  regret  the  limited  sources  of  information  in 
those  cases. 

Available  records  were  carefully  checked  and  verbal  accounts  were 
obtained  from  various  sources  about  144  churches  known  to  have  been 
organized  in  the  county  since  1785. 

The  authors  are  confident  there  are  mistakes  and  shortcomings,  but 
they  did  the  best  they  could  in  gathering  and  publishing  the  most  ex- 
tensive history  on  religion  and  the  individual  histories  ever  recorded  in 
Martin  County,  North  Carolina. 

Williamston,  North  Carolina 
July  15,  1974. 


CHAPTER  I 


EARLY  RELIGIOUS  LEADERS 

The  Quaker  William  Edmundson,  a  well-known  name  prevailing  in 
Martin  County  today,  preached  the  first  recorded  sermon  in  north- 
eastern North  Carolina  about  where  the  town  of  Hertford  now  stands 
in  1671.  He  was  said  to  have  been  the  first  missionary  to  arrive  in  the 
colony  (Albemarle  Precinct).  The  Quakers  reportedly  were  the  first 
religious  group  to  gain  a  foothold  in  the  new  colony  and  the  only 
communion  of  importance  until  around  1700.  George  Fox,  founder  of 
Quakerism,  spent  eighteen  days  in  September  and  October,  1672, 
"sowing  the  seed"  in  the  Albemarle  section. 

It  was  at  least  a  century  later  before  organized  religion  moved  into 
Martin  County,  officially  by  the  Baptists  (Primitive  or  Old-Line), 
Methodists,  the  Episcopalians  and  others. 

However,  the  first  mention  of  a  religious  leader  is  found  in  the  John 
Watts  Bible,  published  in  1803.  On  the  inside  cover  are  the  following 
entries : 

"April  16,  1778:  This  day  I  joined  the  Methodist  Church  with  my 
wife,  and  about  the  10th  of  June  following,  I  believe  the  Lord  converted 
my  soul  and  gave  me  peace  in  believing  and  glory  to  His  dear  name.  I 
hope  I  still  believe  in  Jesus,  1806."  Signed,  "John  Watts." 

On  July  14, 1780,  the  following  entry  appears:  "This  day  I  received 
license  as  a  local  preacher  to  preach  the  Everlasting  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  to  my  fellowmen,  and  so  I  have  continued  to  do  ever  since  that 
time  to  the  best  of  my  abilities  as  a  Methodist,  believing  the  doctrine 
that  is  embraced  by  them  to  be  that  doctrine  which  Jesus  Christ  taught 
while  He  was  live  on  earth."  Signed,  "John  Watts." 

The  latter  part  of  the  entry  apparently  refers  to  a  later  date. 

Nothing  has  been  found  about  the  activities  of  the  newly  licensed 
minister  during  the  next  twelve  years.  Apparently  there  was  no 
organized  Methodist  church  in  the  area  at  the  time,  and  no  mention  is 
made  of  a  Methodist  congregation  until  February  22, 1828,  when  James 
Clark  deeded  one-half  acre  of  land  to  the  church  trustees  at 
Williamston. 

The  unofficial  entries  in  the  John  Watts  Bible  create  a  bit  of  con- 
fusion because  Bishop  Francis  Asbury  did  not  ordain  him  for  the  office 
of  deacon  until  January  11,  1792.  It  cannot  be  learned  where  and  how 
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often  John  Watts  preached  after  he  was  licensed  and  later  ordained  or 
"sat  apart  for  the  Office  of  a  Deacon  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  . . ."  Just  where  Watts  joined  the  church  and  by  whom  he  was 
licensed  to  preach  are  not  known.  It  is  quite  possible  Watts  preached 
to  small  groups  in  homes  and  performed  other  religious  rites  before  he 
4 'was  sat  apart  for  the  office"  by  Bishop  Asbury.  The  Bishop  Asbury 
commission  granted  to  Watts  appears  below,  followed  later  by  the 
individual  history  of  the  present  Williamston  United  Methodist 
Church,  based  largely  on  the  findings  of  Mrs.  Marie  Bell  Barnhill. 

Available  records  show  the  bishop  came  into  Martin  County  first  on 
January  11,  1792,  invariably  dividing  his  time  in  Williamston  and  at 
Williams'  Chapel  on  the  River  Road  between  Hamilton  and  Palmyra. 
His  five  other  visits  were  on :  Wednesday,  February  23, 1803 ;  Monday, 
February  27, 1804;  Thursday,  January  31, 1805;  Thursday,  January  30, 
1806,  preaching  at  "the  widow  Williams,"  near  Taylor's  ferry,  on 
February  1, 1806;  and  Sunday,  January  29, 1809.  While  the  bishop  later 
visited  in  nearby  towns  and  counties,  the  1809  visit  was  his  last  to 
Martin  County. 

The  old  gentleman  traveled  thousands  of  miles  by  horseback  and 
gig,  preaching  in  the  states  of  Georgia,  South  and  North  Carolina, 
Virginia,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Massachusetts,  Vermont  and  possibly  others. 

On  his  1792  visit  to  Williamston  he  "commissioned"  John  Watts  to 
conduct  certain  religious  rites: 

The  "commission"  by  Bishop  Asbury  reads: 

"Know  all  Men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Francis  Asbury,  Bishop  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  America,  under  the  Protection  of 
Almighty  God,  and  with  a  single  eye  to  His  Glory,  by  the  imposition  of 
my  Hands  and  Prayer,  have  this  day  set  apart  John  Watts  for  the 
Office  of  a  Deacon  in  the  said  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  a  Man 
whom  I  judge  to  be  well  qualified  for  that  Work;  and  I  do  hereby 
recommend  him  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  as  a  proper  Person  to 
assist  the  Elder  in  administering  the  Lord's  Supper;  to  administer  the 
Ordinances  of  Baptism  and  Marriage,  and  to  bury  the  Dead,  in  the 
Absence  of  an  Elder:  and  to  feed  the  flock  of  Christ.  In  testimony 
whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  Hand  and  Seal  this  eleventh  day  of 
January,  Anno  Domini  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  ninety-two. ' ' 

(A  facimile  of  the  "commission"  is  reproduced  herein  to  show  the 
type  and  writing  style  in  that  period.  The  letter  "s"  appears  as  an 

"f".) 

Little  or  nothing  is  known  about  Bishop  Asbury 's  visit  to  Williamston 
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in  1792  other  than  he  ' 'commissioned' '  John  Watts  as  a  deacon.  Watts 
had  already  joined  the  church  before  the  bishop's  first  visit. 

In  Volume  3  of  his  Journal,  Bishop  Asbury  made  quite  a  few  in- 
teresting entries  pertinent  to  his  visits  to  Martin  County.  They  fit  well 
into  the  establishment  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Martin 
County  and  some  of  his  observations  on  his  visits  to  the  sparsely  settled 
area. 

On  Wednesday,  February  23,  1803,  he  entered  the  following  com- 
ments on  page  95,  Volume  3,  of  his  journal  : 

"We  rode  twenty-two  miles  (from  Washington)  to  Williamston, 
Martin  County;  I  had  not  been  at  this  place  since  January,  1792.  I  find 
here  now  about  twenty  families,  and  about  forty  buildings.  My  subject 
at  the  courthouse  was  Titus.  Although  greatly  outdone  by  fatigue  and 
heat,  I  had  some  openings  of  mind.  I  was  somewhat  surprised  to  see  so 
many  called  together  by  twenty-four  hours'  notice;  and  I  admired  the 
patience  of  the  people,  many  of  whom  were  obliged  to  stand  in  the 
lobby  of  the  courthouse— a  house  and  a  half.  We  want  a  house  of  our 
own.  John  Watts,  a  local  preacher,  still  keeps  his  ground  as  a  minister 
and  a  Christian,  although  the  Baptists  are  very  numerous  here." 

It  is  not  certain  when  he  was  ordained,  but  the  bishop  refers  to  John 
Watts  as  a  minister,  making  it  quite  clear  that  Mr.  Watts  was  the  first 
local  Methodist  minister  in  Martin  County. 

The  second  part  of  the  one-paragraph  entry,  while  not  pertinent  to 
Martin  County,  tells  about  the  bishop  leaving  Williamston  and 
traveling  to  Tarboro.  It  reads: 

"On  Wednesday  (date  not  definite)  we  rode  through  a  very  warm, 
weather-breeding  day,  thirty-two  miles  to  Tarborough,  and  came  in 
about  half -past  two  o'clock.  Many  came  to  the  new  church,  and  were 
attentive  to  hear,  whilst  N.  Snethen  preached  upon  2  Cor.  v.  18-20.  I 
had  the  strength  to  sit  still  today.  We  dined  at  Mr.  Ryley's,  and  were 
kindly  invited  to  lodge  at  the  widow  Tool's,  the  first  which  was  opened 
to  me  in  Tarborough.  There  are  in  this  place  about  thirty-three 
families:  the  people  have  more  trade  than  religion— more  wealth  than 
grace.  We  have  about  thirty  Africans  in  fellowship;  but  no  whites.  I 
may  notice  the  bridge;  it  is  540  feet  long  and  about  thirty  feet  above  the 
water." 

On  Monday,  February  27,  1804,  the  third  of  the  bishop's  visits  to  the 
county,  the  following  entry  is  found  in  his  Journal  on  page  131 : 

"At  Gardner's  Bridge  I  spoke  to  many  hearers  on  Luke  iv,  18-19. 
It  was  very  chilly.  In  the  evening  we  came  to  John  Watts'  (in 
Williamston)— thirty  miles  today,  without  fire  or  food,  from  seven  (A. 
M.)  to  five  o'clock  in  the  evening.  On  Tuesday  (February  28),  being 
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unwell,  Brother  McCaine  officiated  for  me.  'I  groan,  being  bur- 
dened'—seven  conferences  to  appoint  the  stations  in ;  to  officiate  in  the 
general  conference  of  this  year;  seventeen  states  to  visit,  requiring  a 
ride  of  five  thousand  miles  at  the  rate  of  twenty-thirty  and  forty  miles  a 
day.  0  Lord,  give  me  support!— for  every  day,  every  hour,  and  every 
moment  is  a  time  of  need  with  me!  We  rode  up  to  Colonel  William 
Williams',  twenty  miles.  At  Williams'  Chapel,  Taylor's  Ferry,  truly 
the  great  ones  were  present  to  hear,  and  I  preached  to  them  upon  the 
'great  salvation'—  to  little  purpose,  I  fear:  we  have  small  fruit  of 
twenty-five  years  of  faithful  labours  upon  the  rich  lands  of  Roanoke." 

On  March  1,  1804,  Bishop  Asbury  preached  at  the  widow  Ann 
Whitmell's  near  Edwards'  ferry.  He  commented:  "...  The  Baptists 
go  ahead  of  the  Methodists  in  this  settlement:  if  it  be  well  done,  it 
matters  little  who  does  it,"  concluding  "My  mind  is  in  peace,  but  my 
body  is  weak,  and  in  pain." 

On  his  fourth  visit  to  the  county  on  Thursday,  January  31,  1805,  tne 
following  entry  is  found  in  the  Journal,  page  157,  volume  3 :  "We  came 
to  Williamston.  I  preached  at  Brother  Watts's  house;  my  subject  was 
Rom,v,  1-5.  Roanoke  was  full." 

The  next  day,  Friday,  February  1,  1805,  the  entry  reads:  "We  rode 
up  to  General  Williams',  forty-eight  miles  from  Washington.  We  must 
yet  go  sixty  miles  out  of  way  to  go  by  Norfolk;  poor  men  and  weary 
horses!" 

After  leaving  the  Williams  home  in  the  Palmyra  area,  Bishop 
Asbury  said  on  February  2,  1805:  "We  stemmed  the  northwest  wind, 
twenty  miles  to  cross  the  awful  Roanoke.  For  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
the  ferry  the  fences  were  swept  away;  during  the  freshet,  cattle  and 
hogs,  and  some  slaves,  had  been  carried  off ;  its  proud  waves  were 
stayed  when  we  arrived.  ..." 

About  four  years  later  on  Saturday,  January  28, 1809,  Bishop  Asbury 
made  his  apparently  last  visit  to  the  county,  spending  the  night  at 
Williams',  "a  secluded  house,  and  social  family." 

The  Journal  entry  for  Sunday,  January  29, 1809,  reads: 

"I  preached  at  Williams'  Chapel  on  Habakkuk  III,  2.  I  felt  myself  in 
the  spirit  of  the  work.  In  the  evening  we  had  snow  and  hail.  We  set  out 
on  Monday  and  had  a  very  disagreeable  ride  through  deep  swamps  and 
snow.  At  Williamston  I  preached  to  a  few  people  " 

The  last  heard  of  Bishop  Asbury  in  this  immediate  area  was  when  he 
rode  off  to  Tarborough,  reaching  there  on  Tuesday,  January  31,  1809. 

Bishop  Asbury  started  his  missionary  work  in  North  America  on 
October  28,  1771,  and  preached  his  last  sermon  in  the  New  World  at 
Richmond,  Va.,  in  March,  1816,  in  the  old  Methodist  church.  Leaving 
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Richmond,  the  founder  of  Methodism  in  North  America,  reached  the 
home  of  an  old  friend,  George  Arnold,  in  Spottsylvania,  Va.,  where  he 
died  on  Sunday,  March  21, 1816,  in  his  71st  year.  His  body  was  buried  in 
the  Arnold  family  burying-ground,  but  it  was  later  moved  to  Baltimore 
and  buried  in  a  vault  under  the  recess  of  the  pulpit  of  the  Methodist 
church  on  Eutaw  Street. 

It  is  fairly  apparent  that  the  Methodist  Church  had  established  itself 
in  Martin  County  between  1792  and  1803.  Bishop  Francis  Asbury  in 
volume  3  of  his  Journal  reports  that  he  preached  at  Williams'  Chapel  in 
1803.  However,  it  is  not  certain  if  Williams'  Chapel  had  an  organized 
house  of  worship  at  the  time.  It  could  have  been  that  services  were 
held  on  the  Williams  plantation,  possibly  in  a  small  building  somewhat 
removed  from  the  site  of  the  present  church. 

When  Bishop  Asbury  visited  the  county  in  1792,  apparently  for  the 
first  time,  he  contacted  Col.  William  Williams  in  the  area,  and 
Williams,  later  listed  as  a  minister,  could  have  organized  a  church  and 
constructed  a  small  house  of  worship  on  his  plantation  shortly  after  the 
bishop's  first  visit  in  1792. 

However,  the  first  record  of  Williams'  Chapel  being  a  house  of 
worship  dates  back  to  January  28,  1832,  when  David  Williams  deeded 
to  W.  W.  Williams  an  acre  of  land  near  the  present  church  building  for 
the  erection  of  a  house  of  worship. 

Simultaneously,  the  Methodists  were  stirring  in  the  Williamston 
area,  but  little  is  known  of  their  activities  prior  to  January,  1792,  when 
Bishop  Asbury  visited  the  town  and  ' 'commissioned"  John  Watts  to 
handle  certain  ministerial  duties.  It  was  not  until  February  22,  1828, 
that  any  mention  was  made  of  a  church  structure.  On  that  date  James 
Clark  sold  one-half  acre  of  land,  presumably  where  the  present  church 
stands,  to  Wheeler  Martin,  Bazil  Floyd,  Ezekiel  W.  Wyatt,  Charles 
Meazell,  Jesse  Gillikin,  Luman  Whittlesey,  Peter  E.  Madders,  Thomas 
Shaw  and  William  L.  Williams,  trustees.  A  log  church  was  built  soon 
thereafter. 

It  is  fairly  certain  that  John  Watts  and  W.  W.  Williams,  under  the 
direction  of  Bishop  Asbury,  established  Methodism  in  Martin  County 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  18th  century  or  about  the  time  of  Bishop 
Asbury's  first  visit  to  the  area  in  January,  1792. 

While  the  Methodists  were  beginning  to  stir  in  the  county,  the 
Baptists  (Primitive)  were  moving  into  an  organized  church.  Prior  to 
1785  Elder  John  Ward,  a  Martin  County  man,  was  pastor  of  Flat 
Swamp  Church  over  in  Pitt  County.  Residing  in  the  Skewarkey  area, 
he  held  more  or  less  organized  services  for  a  little  group  for  possibly 
a  few  years,  preaching  in  private  homes  mostly.  According  to  the 
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minutes  of  the  church,  Skewarkey  was  established  as  an  independent 
unit  on  Saturday  previous  to  the  second  Sunday  in  August,  1785.  The 
established  Skewarkey  is  the  first  church  organized  in  this  county,  as 
far  as  available  records  show. 

The  first  "meeting  house"  of  the  Skewarkey  Baptists  was  located  on 
Cedar  Hill  or  Garrett  Road,  some  one  hundred  yards  off  Highway  17, 
South,  back  of  the  Southern  Motel  and  diner.  A  second  "meeting 
house"  was  built  about  1827,  the  congregation  apparently  having 
worshiped  at  Picot  and  Bear  Grass  between  1822  and  1827.  The  present 
"meeting  house,"  the  third  house  of  worship  for  the  Skewarkey 
congregation,  was  started  in  1857  on  the  lands  then  in  possession  of 
Joseph  D.  Biggs,  who,  it  was  said,  had  only  a  life  estate  in  the  property. 
After  giving  the  large  triangle  for  the  church  across  from  Holiday  Inn, 
Biggs  was  said  to  have  deeded  a  right-of-way  to  a  railroad  through  the 
property  just  back  of  the  old  Biggs  ancestral  home  and  property,  now 
owned  by  the  Lilleys.  Not  too  many  years  ago,  the  railroad  company 
procured  a  quit-claim  deed  to  the  right-of-way. 

Emerging  from  under  the  wing  of  Flat  Swamp  Church  in  1785, 
Skewarkey  and  its  pastors  served  members  of  the  denomination  all 
over  the  county  for  nine  years  or  until  Conoho  (Log  Chapel)  was 
established  in  1794  on  Highway  125  near  Oak  City  in  Goose  Nest 
Township.  It  is  apparent  that  Conoho,  where  the  Missionary  Baptist 
movement  started  in  the  early  1800 's,  was  the  third  organized  church 
in  the  county. 

It  appears  from  the  records  that  the  Episcopalians  had  the  second 
organized  church  in  the  county.  A  Rev.  James  L.  Wilson  was  known  to 
have  resided  in  or  near  Williamston  in  or  before  1784,  and  it  is  possible 
he  held  Episcopal  services  on  the  Slade  farm  on  Highway  125  across 
from  the  present  Clyde  Manning  store  well  before  1790.  However, 
Wilson  was  not  ordained  until  he  went  to  Philadelphia  in  1789. 

No  mention  of  the  church's  name  there  has  been  found,  but  it  could 
have  been  St.  Martin's,  later  assumed  by  the  Episcopal  church  in 
Hamilton.  The  last  mention  of  the  church  on  the  Slade  farm  near 
Williamston  on  Highway  125  is  found  in  "The  Life  and  Times  of  Elder 
Reuben  Ross."  Members  of  the  Ross  family  and  others  started  a 
caravan  to  Tennessee.  Elder  Ross  stated  they  camped  the  first  night 
(May  6,  1807)  at  a  deserted  Episcopal  church  in  a  pine  forest  a  few 
miles  northwest  of  Williamston.  That  entry  in  the  Ross  book  is  the  last 
mention  that  can  be  found  about  the  church  on  the  Slade  farm.  While 
no  official  records  are  to  be  found,  it  is  fairly  evident  that  the  church 
first  worshiped  in  a  new  building  about  1787,  that  it  was  abandoned 
about  1797. 
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Wilson,  the  Martin  County  resident,  figured  prominently  in  the 
formation  of  the  denomination,  helping  form  the  first  convention  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  in  North  Carolina. 

In  1741  certain  citizens  in  Edgecombe  Precinct  apparently  refused 
or  had  not  paid  taxes  for  the  support  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  A  North 
Carolina  law  was  passed  relating  to  the  non-payment  of  a  poll  tax  for 
church  support.  It  is  evident  then  that  an  organized  Episcopalian  body 
existed  in  that  period  in  Edgecombe  Precinct. 

It  is  not  certain  where  the  organized  center  was  located  at  the  time, 
but  there  was  some  activity  of  the  church  around  Tarboro  and 
Williamston.  Turner  and  Bridgers,  in  their  "History  of  Edgecombe 
County,"  said:  "There  was  one  Nicholas  Smith  who  settled  on 
Moratock  (now  Roanoke  River)  and  partly  in  Edgecombe  at  the  time, 
who,  it  is  supposed,  contributed  to  the  church  interests  from  1741  until 
his  death  in  1755.  .  .  ." 

The  established  Episcopal  Church  was  confronted  with  divisions, 
poor  tax  collections  and  limited  funds  from  the  Church  of  England. 
"The  progress  of  the  church  was  being,  more  or  less,  interfered  with 
by  the  Baptist  ministers,  who  had  maintained  a  strong  footing  in  all  the 
eastern  counties,"  Turner  and  Bridgers  explain. 

The  last  vestiges  of  the  early  Episcopal  church  movement  were  just 
about  wiped  away  in  November,  1776,  when  the  Halifax  convention 
separated  church  and  state.  It  was  not  until  the  year  1789  that  efforts 
were  made  to  reorganize  the  church  in  this  part  of  the  State.  Dr. 
William  White  in  that  year  wrote  to  Governor  Samuel  Johnson,  telling 
of  his  desire  to  "inaugurate  a  movement  for  the  reorganization  of  the 
church."  Governor  Johnson,  once  a  member  of  the  Rev.  Chas.  Pet- 
tigrew's  church  in  Edenton,  referred  White's  letter  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Pettigrew. 

Mr.  Pettigrew  wrote  letters  to  a  number  of  people  in  various  parts  of 
eastern  North  Carolina,  asking  them  to  meet  at  Tarboro  on  the  second 
Thursday  in  May,  1790.  The  Rev.  James  L.  Wilson,  of  Martin  County, 
was  the  only  person  to  meet  with  Mr.  Pettigrew,  but  the  two  held  the 
first  convention  of  the  church  in  North  Carolina  on  June  5,  1790.  No 
meeting  was  held  in  1791,  but  at  the  second  convention  held  in  1792,  the 
Rev.  James  L.  Wilson  was  made  president  of  the  group. 

Wilson  is  said  to  have  had  a  part  in  the  election  of  the  Rev.  Charles 
Pettigrew,  Bishop.  Born  in  Pennsylvania  on  March  20,  1743,  Mr. 
Pettigrew  received  his  education  in  North  Carolina,  and  became  a 
recognized  school  teacher.  Ordained  to  the  ministry  in  1774,  he 
returned  to  America  and  built  Pettigrew  Chapel  in  Edenton  out  of  his 
own  purse,  and  officiated  there  and  in  all  the  eastern  counties. 
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An  old  manuscript,  supposed  to  have  been  one  of  Mr.  Pettigrew's 
writings,  mentioned  the  name  of  Rev.  James  L.  Wilson  as  minister  of 
Martin  and  Edgecombe  counties  from  about  1789  until  about  1797. 

At  the  close  of  the  18th  century  four  churches  had  been  organized  in 
Martin  County :  Skewarkey  in  1785,  Episcopal  on  the  Slade  farm  near 
Williamston  in  1789;  and  the  Methodists  about  1792,  the  latter  ap- 
parently having  no  physical  house  of  worship.  It  is  quite  possible  that 
there  was  a  plantation  house  of  worship  on  the  Williams  plantation  in 
the  upper  end  of  the  county  during  the  period.  The  Methodist  house  of 
worship  there  was  probably  a  part  of  a  plantation  complex  in  1792.  The 
last  of  the  18th  century  churches  was  organized  as  Conoho  Log  Chapel 
Primitive  Baptist  in  1794  on  Highway  125  between  Oak  City  and 
Hobgood,  a  short  distance  out  of  Oak  City. 

Little  is  heard  about  most  of  the  religious  denominations  during  the 
first  forty  years  of  the  19th  century,  but  the  Primitive  Baptists  were 
spreading  out  in  all  directions. 

Four  churches  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  denomination  were 
organized  in  about  25  years:  Smithwick's  Creek  in  Griffins  Township 
in  1803;  Spring  Green  in  Poplar  Point  near  Hamilton  in  1811;  Picot  in 
Williams  Township,  about  half-way  from  Williamston  to  Jamesville  on 
Highway  64,  in  1827 ;  and  Bear  Grass  in  1829. 

It  was  not  until  1841  that  the  Christians  (Disciples)  made  an  ap- 
pearance in  the  county  near  Welch's  Creek,  Jamesville  Township,  as 
the  fourth  religious  denomination  in  the  county,  followed  by  the 
Missionary  Baptists  in  1851  on  Highway  171,  a  short  distance  out  of 
Jamesville  (near  Cedar  Branch).  These  early  denominations  ac- 
counted for  just  about  all  the  church  activities  in  the  county  during  the 
greater  part  of  a  century. 

Welch's  Creek,  the  first  spot  for  the  Disciples  in  this  county,  had  a 
congregation,  according  to  William  Joseph  Barber,  made  up  by  In- 
dians, free  Negroes,  slaves  and  whites.  During  the  course  of  a  few 
decades,  the  church  there  was  dissolved  and  the  membership  scat- 
tered in  several  directions.  One  of  the  group  developed  into  Uniontown 
Free  Union  which  is  rated  the  oldest  black  church  in  the  county.  It  was 
established  in  1854,  and  white  pastors  served  the  church  for  a  few 
years,  the  Jameses,  Whitfields,  Bostons  and  others  later  assuming  full 
leadership  of  the  church. 

The  second  oldest  black  church  is  believed  to  be  Hickory  Grove 
Primitive  Baptist  Church  just  off  the  Bear  Trap  Mill  Road  in 
Williamston  Township.  The  date  of  organization  is  not  definite,  but  a 
house  of  worship  was  constructed  on  the  Taylor  land  soon  after  the 
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close  of  the  Civil  War,  it  is  believed.  However,  a  deed  was  not  given  by 
Eli  Taylor  for  the  land  until  1898. 

While  Welch's  Creek  was  the  mother  of  several  churches  and 
denominations,  Hickory  Grove  apparently  formed  the  early  history  of 
black  Primitive  Baptists  in  the  county. 

Missionary  Movement 

Organized  religion  in  Martin  County  was  hardly  a  quarter  century 
old  before  it  started  coming  apart  at  the  seams.  The  "Great  Division," 
marking  the  beginning  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  movement  in  North 
Carolina,  is  first  mentioned  in  the  Kehukee  Association  minutes  of  a 
meeting  held  on  Friday  before  the  first  Sunday  in  October,  1803,  at 
Conoho  (Log  Chapel)  near  Oak  City  in  Goose  Nest  Township. 

The  Philadelphia  Association,  the  oldest  of  the  denomination  in 
America,  had  addressed  a  query  to  the  Kehukee  Association  relative  to 
support  of  missions  which  Elder  Cushing  Biggs  Hassell  called  the 
"New  Thing."  Elder  Martin  Ross,  a  leading  church  figure  who  read 
the  query,  later  became  one  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  movement's 
ablest  leaders.  The  late  Warren  H.  Biggs,  an  able  county  history 
researcher,  said  that  Martin  Ross  was  one  of  the  founers  of  Wake 
Forest  College.  Biggs  also  said  that  the  Missionary  Baptist  movement 
in  North  Carolina  had  its  beginning  at  Conoho  Log  Chapel  on  that  date 
and  hour,  according  to  Elder  C.  B.  Hassell. 

At  the  Kehukee  Association's  meeting  in  Conoho  Log  Chapel  in 
October,  1803,  the  following  minutes  were  recorded: 

"At  this  association  a  subject  was  introduced  in  the  shape  of  a  query, 
which  gave  distress,  trouble  and  anxiety  to  the  minds  of  the  brethren 
belonging  to  this  body  for  twenty-four  years.  Some  were  in  favor,  and 
others  stood  opposed  to  the  measure.  There  never  was  a  perfect 
agreement  as  to  its  merits— a  feeble  and  tardy  assent  was  given  to  it 
by  a  majority  for  a  while,  but  perfect  satisfaction  never  ;  and  at  length, 
in  the  year  1827,  it  was  settled  by  discarding  the  subject  and  all 
measures  connected  with  it.  It  was  a  new  thing  introduced  to  the 
notice  of  the  Association,  and  after  the  body  had  been  in  existence 
thirty-seven  years!  It  gave  rise  to  contentions,  heartburnings, 
bickerings,  animosities  and  strife,  broke  the  peace  of  the  brethren,  and 
was  a  fire-brand  in  their  midst.  The  subject  was  that  of  'Missions,' 
which  was  introduced  by  the  following  query,  submitted  by  Elder 
Martin  Ross,  then  a  prominent  minister  in  the  Association;  and  at  a 
time  when  the  zeal  and  credulity  of  many  hundreds  of  new  converts 
were  at  their  height.  This  was  one  drawback  to  the  great  revival  which 
had  just  occurred  within  the  bounds  of  the  Association.  But  for  the 
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revival,  so  called,  this  new  measure  and  great  departure  from  the 
customs  of  the  fathers  would,  probably,  have  received  no  favorable 
consideration  among  the  staid  old  members  of  the  Association.  This 
was  the  query  under  consideration: 

"  'Is  not  the  Kehukee  Association,  with  all  her  numerous  and 
respectable  friends,  called  on  in  Providence,  in  some  way,  to  step 
forward  in  support  of  that  missionary  spirit  which  the  great  God  is  so 
wonderfully  reviving  among  the  different  denominations  of  good  men 
in  various  parts  of  the  world?' 

"...  The  subject  matter  of  this  query  was  referred  to  the  next 
Association,  and  coming  up  then,  in  1804,  for  consideration,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  following  named  persons,  Elders  Lemuel  Burkitt, 
Martin  Ross,  Aaron  Spivey,  Jesse  Read  and  John  McCabe,  be  ap- 
pointed delegates  to  meet  such  as  might  be  appointed  by  the  Virginia- 
Portsmouth  and  Neuse  Associations  at  Cashie  meeting-house,  Bertie 
County,  on  Friday  before  the  third  Sunday  in  June,  1805,  to  devise  ways 
and  means  to  support  the  missionary  cause." — Hassell's  "Church 
History,"  Chapter  XXI,  pages  721-722. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Cashie  meeting  could  not  be  had,  but  Hassell 
said  that  "arrangements  were  made  to  enter  upon  a  system  of 
collecting  money  to  aid  missionary  purposes."  It  is  fairly  apparent 
that  the  Missionary  Baptist  movement  had  gained  a  firm  hold  in  Bertie 
County  by  1804. 

In  1815,  the  Kehukee  Association,  meeting  at  Daniel's  Meeting  House 
on  Fishing  Creek,  Halifax  County,  heard  a  report  from  the 
Philadelphia  Association  board  on  foreign  missions.  In  Hassell's 
Church  History,  page  729,  it  was  written:  "This  was  the  first  report  of 
the  kind  ever  made  to  or  accepted  by  the  Kehukee  Association,  which 
was  fifty  years— just  half  century  after  her  organization."  It  was 
called  the  "New  Thing." 

At  Conoho  the  association  met  and  decided  not  to  send  any  delegates 
to  the  conference  and  dropped  the  "New  Thing."  Hassells,  in  their 
Church  History,  said  the  "New  Thing"  was  taken  up  in  1810  and  laid 
down  in  1816. 

Foreign  missions  were  first  mentioned  in  1803  when  a  query  was 
read  at  Conoho  Log  Chapel.  The  Baptists,  later  Primitive  Baptists, 
met  again  at  Conoho  and  laid  the  "New  Thing"  aside  on  Saturday 
before  the  first  Sunday  in  October,  1816.  At  that  time  the  Kehukee 
Association  appointed  "Brother  Bennett  Barrow  to  correspond  with 
the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions.  The  association  (Kehukee),  after 
deliberation,  decided  not  to  send  any  delegates  to  the  general  meeting 
of  correspondence,  and  Brother  Barrow  was  appointed  to  give  in- 
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formation  of  the  same  to  said  meeting,  to  be  conveyed  by  Elder  Read, 
and  send  four  dollars  contributed  by  individual  churches  to  its  fund. 
Thus,  it  appears  the  association  dropped  this  'New  Thing',  after  trying 
it  for  a  few  years  and  finding  no  advantage  in  it.  It  was  taken  up  in  1810 
and  laid  down  in  1816— lasted  only  six  years."— Hassell's  History,  page 
730. 

Other  historical  events,  marking  the  rise  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  in  America,  and  comments,  based  on  the  "Church  History," 
are  included  in  the  following  pages. 

The  father-son  historians,  page  729  of  their  church  history,  state  that 
the  missionary  movement  started  in  Philadelphia,  that  in  1815  the 
association  (Kehukee),  in  session  at  Daniels'  Meeting  House  on 
Fishing  Creek  (Halifax  County),  was  presented  by  Elder  Martin  Ross 
thirty-one  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Mission, 
Philadelphia,  received  through  their  agent,  Luther  Rice.  Apparently 
the  missionary  movement  was  in  the  program  of  the  old-line  church  in 
Pennsylvania  as  far  back  as  or  prior  to  1810. 

On  page  729  of  their  history  of  the  church,  the  Hassells  said  "This 
was  the  first  report  of  the  kind  ever  made  to  or  accepted  by  the 
Kehukee  Association,  which  was  fifty  years— just  half  a  century  after 
her  organization.  It  needs  no  argument  to  show  that  this  was  the  in- 
troduction of  a  'New  Thing'  to  the  consideration  of  this  body  of  Bap- 
tists. The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Circular  Letter  was 
requested  to  examine  this  report  also,  and  make  their  report  to  the 
Association  on  Monday.  On  Monday  the  report  came  in,  recom- 
mending that  the  Circular  of  the  agent,  Elder  Rice,  be  read,  which  was 
done. 

"Brother  Bennett  Barrow  was  then  appointed  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  this  Association,  until  the  next  annual  meeting,  'to  write 
to  said  agent,  receive  payment  for  the  pamphlets,  and  transmit  the 
same  to  the  Board  or  agent.' 

"It  was  thought  necessary  that  further  alterations  be  made  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  General  Meeting  of  Correspondence,  and  therefore 

"  'Resolved,  That  the  delegates  from  the  Association  be  authorized 
to  assist  in  making  any  alterations  in  said  instrument  that  may  be 
thought  necessary.' 

"Elders  Read,  P.  Bennett,  and  Brother  Barrow,  and,  in  case  of 
either  failing,  Elder  Moses  Bennett,  were  appointed  delegates  to  the 
next  Meeting;  and  it  was  resolved  that  in  future  the  Association  'would 
not  send  any  of  her  funds  to  that  meeting.'  " 

In  its  annual  session,  held  at  Skewarkey,  near  Williamston,  "The 
Association  received  sixteen  copies  of  the  fourth  annual  report  of 
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Foreign  Missions  from  the  United  States  Convention  at  Philadelphia. 
This  showed  the  age  of  the  Baptist  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  to  be  four 
years." 

Apparently  adamant  in  their  old-line  Baptist  doctrine,  the  Hassells 
offered  a  stern  denunciation  of  the  "New  Thing."  On  page  731  of  their 
church  history,  the  authors  said: 

"It  (missionary  movement)  was  born  of  spurious  philanthropy  and 
false  zeal  in  1714.  We  are  naturally  led  to  inquire,  How  did  the  chur- 
ches and  the  people  of  God  in  America  get  along  without  it  till  this 
auspicious  year  dawned  upon  the  world?  If  it  was  necessary  in  1814, 
was  it  not  necessary  in  1714,  and  in  1614,  and  every  hundred  years 
backward,  through  the  centuries  to  the  Apostolic  Age?  If  it  was  not 
necessary  until  1814,  was  it  necessary  then,  or  can  it  be  necessary 
now?  We  find  nothing  of  it  previous  of  this  time  in  the  history  of  the 
American  churches,  and  nothing  of  it  in  England  previous  to  the  days 
of  Fuller  and  Gary.  We  cannot  escape  the  conclusion,  therefore,  that 
the  modern  missionary  system  is  an  innovation  and  a  human  ap- 
pendage to  the  church  of  Christ,  worldly  in  character  and  insulting  in 
its  nature  to  the  King  in  Zion.  And,  lamentable  to  record,  the  Kehukee 
Association  was  implicated  in  1814  in  this  maneuver,  and  a  majority  of 
her  body  were  led  off  into  error  by  the  bladishments  of  men  to  sanction 
this  new-fangled  scheme." 

Holding  its  annual  meeting  at  Skewarkey  in  1842,  the  Kehukee 
Association  received  a  biographical  sketch  of  Elder  Joshua  Lawrence, 
and  Elder  C.  B.  Hassell  noted  in  "The  Church  History" : 

"In  regard  to  Elder  Joshua  Lawrence  ...  it  may  be  here  stated  that 
he  was  born  on  September  10, 1778,  and  commenced  preaching  when  he 
was  23  years  old.  In  1803  he  was  sent  as  a  messenger  to  the  Association 
held  at  Log  Chapel  (Conoho),  and  heard  the  query  Elder  Martin  Ross 
propounded,  which  gave  rise  eventually  to  so  much  angry  discussion, 
strife  and  contention,  and  finally  resulted  in  the  great  division  among 
Baptists,  of  which  so  much  has  already  been  written." 

The  grandfather  of  Elder  M.  T.  Lawrence,  a  prominent  minister  in 
the  Primitive  Baptist  Church  many  years,  Joshua  Lawrence  died  in 
January,  1842. 

Martin  Ross  left  the  county  some  years  later  and  helped  make  Bertie 
and  much  nearby  territory  into  a  Missionary  Baptist  bastion.  He  is 
buried  at  Old  Bethel  Church  Cemetery  in  Perquimans  County. 

The  Missionary  Baptist  movement  showed  little  or  no  organization 
in  this  county  until  1851,  when  Cedar  Branch  Baptist  Church  was 
established  on  Highway  171  near  Jamesville.  There  were  other  strong 
and  growing  denominations  in  the  county  for  about  eighteen  years,  and 


13 


the  Missionary  Movement  apparently  was  slow  in  establishing  itself 
during  that  period.  The  second  Missionary  Baptist  Church  in  the 
county  was  established  at  Williamston  in  1869,  followed  by  Hamilton  in 
1873,  Shiloh  at  Williamston  in  1874,  and  Everetts  in  1877. 

During  the  1880's  and  1890's  religious  organizations  mushroomed 
throughout  the  county.  The  growth  trend  slowed  a  bit  in  subsequent 
years,  but  another  forward  surge  is  evident  in  the  twenties  and  still 
another  one  in  the  sixties  and  early  1970's. 

As  more  and  more  churches  were  established,  dissension  crept  in 
and  even  more  churches  were  established.  Following  the  division  in 
the  Primitive  Baptist  Church  in  early  1800,  all  was  fairly  well  with  the 
organized  churches  for  more  than  a  century. 

The  Primitive  Baptists  divided  into  three  groups  at  Smithwick's 
Creek  over  the  reported  modern  trend  of  its  pastor,  Elder  W.  B. 
Harrington.  The  division  there  could  have  been  aggravated  by  the 
minister's  stand  on  the  cattle  tick  eradication  program  in  the  county. 
The  division  there  was  referred  to  as  "Big  Side"  and  "Little  Side." 
Out  of  those  groups  two  churches  were  established  by  the  minority,  one 
at  Hayes'  Swamp  and  the  other  at  Lilley's  Hall.  In  due  time,  the 
membership  rolls  dwindled  there  and  the  houses  of  worship  were 
closed. 

A  suit  for  possession  of  the  Smithwick's  Creek  church  property  was 
finally  settled  about  1934.  Some  of  the  litigants  transferred  to  other 
churches,  and,  in  due  time,  harmony  and  fellowship  were  restored  for 
others. 

In  the  early  twenties  another  great  division  had  its  beginning  in 
Martin  County  religion,  and  sizable  numbers  of  eight  Christian 
churches  withdrew  from  the  North  Carolina  Missionary  Society  and 
formed  that  many  Churches  of  Christ  from  Dardens  to  Hamilton. 

A  fundamentalist  movement  struck  the  Missionary  Baptist 
denomination  in  the  middle  1%0's  and  early  1970's  when  at  least  three 
"Bible"  churches  were  established. 

In  1969  a  new  denomination  known  as  Kingdom  Hall  (Jehovah's 
Witnesses)  was  established  near  Williamston  on  Highway  125. 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  movement  was  reported  in  1896  when 
churches  of  that  denomination  were  established,  Cedar  Grove  in 
Poplar  Point  and  Rose  of  Sharon  in  Bear  Grass  Township. 

Drawing  the  lines  between  townships  back  in  1880  the  Martin  County 
Board  of  Commissioners  referred  to  "Old  Sharon  Meeting  House"  as 
one  of  the  line  stations.  Little  is  known  about  the  meeting  house  other 
than  it  was  on  Huskanaw  Swamp,  presumably  in  Poplar  Point 
Township. 
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Several  of  the  once-organized  churches  are  no  longer  in  existence. 
In  some  instances  the  names  were  changed  while  the  church  main- 
tained itself  as  a  religious  body.  The  names  no  longer  in  vogue  in- 
clude: Welch's  Creek,  Poplar  Run,  Picot,  Jamesville  Primitive 
Baptist,  Roanoke  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist,  Friends  or  Quakers  at 
Dymond  City,  Taylor's  Chapel,  Zion's  Grove  Christian  in  Rober- 
sonville  Township,  Parmele  Presbyterian,  Hamilton  Primitive  Baptist 
Church,  St.  Martin's  Episcopal  in  Hamilton,  Conoho  Primitive  Baptist 
near  Oak  City,  Free  Union  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Lebanon  in 
Robersonville  Township. 

C.  B.  Hassell,  in  his  church  history,  mentions  a  few  highlights  in  the 
Primitive  Baptist  denomination. 

At  the  Falls  of  Tar  River  in  October,  1832,  the  Primitive  Baptist 
Association  "disapproved  the  course  pursued  by  some  members  of  the 
churches  at  Old  Ford  in  Beaufort  County  and  Smithwick's  Creek  in 
Martin  County,  who  had  departed  from  the  faith,  and  attempted  to 
establish  other  churches  (so-called)  of  another  order  at  those  places  in 
opposition  to  the  churches  already  there." 

Later  the  association  met  at  Little  Conetoe,  Edgecombe  County, 
where  it  was  recorded  that  "The  name  of  the  church  at  Old  Ford 
meeting-house,  Beaufort  County,  was  stricken  from  the  list  ol 
churches,  because  it  had  been  regularly  dissolved,  and  the  members 
had  united  with  the  church  at  Smithwick's  Creek." 

Apparently  Smithwick's  Creek  held  its  place  in  the  old-line  church. 
The  Beaufort  County  church  was  to  become  known  as  Old  Ford 
Christian  Church,  and  later  as  the  Old  Ford  Church  of  Christ. 

One  other  event,  marking  the  rise  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
movement  in  the  area,  was  noted  at  the  annual  meeting  held  in  1843  at 
Falls  of  Tar  River,  Nash  County,  when  the  Kehukee  Association 
refused  to  correspond  with  the  Chowan  Association. 

Among  other  things,  there  have  been  at  least  two  unusual  events  in 
the  history  of  religion  in  Martin  County. 

Back  in  June,  1851,  C.  B.  Hassell,  a  formidable  leader  in  the 
Primitive  Baptist  Church  for  years,  educator  and  noted  author,  ob- 
jected to  teaching  religion  in  schools.  It  is  recorded  in  his  diary  of  that 
date  that  he  objected  to  the  practice  of  giving  religious  instruction  in 
the  female  academy,  that  on  June  20  the  academy  board  of  trustees 
voted  unanimously  to  forbid  such  instruction.  A  teacher  in  the 
academy,  Miss  Bridgeman,  decided  to  leave  rather  than  follow  the 
board's  instructions.  There  was  much  ill  will  toward  Hassell  in 
Williamston  for  several  days. 

Following  their  resolution  passed  on  June  20,  1851,  forbidding 
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religious  instruction  in  the  academy,  the  trustees  on  December  8, 1851, 
amended  the  resolution,  substituting  the  wording:  ' The  board 
disapproves  the  inculcation  of  any  particular  religious  sentiments." 

Hassell,  serving  as  secretary  and  having  expressed  great  interest  in 
education,  resigned  about  that  time,  and  it  is  possible  the  opposition  to 
his  stand  on  religious  instruction  in  the  academy  was  a  factor  promp- 
ting his  resignation. 

The  other  unusual  event  is  in  the  records  immediately  and  soon  after 
the  Civil  War. 

The  freed  slaves  petitioned  some  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  churches 
for  letters  of  dismissal  to  form  churches  of  their  own.  The  requests 
were  denied.  Later,  most  of  the  colored  brethren  gradually  withdrew, 
and  the  records  show  that  Elder  Sylvester  Hassell  helped  the  Negroes 
start  churches  of  their  own. 

While  the  withdrawal  became  virtually  complete,  a  few  coloreds 
maintained  their  memberships  in  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church  until 
their  deaths.  Up  until  about  forty  years  ago,  a  few  coloreds  main- 
tained memberships  in  and  were  in  regular  attendance  upon  services 
in  other  white  churches  in  the  county,  mostly  in  Williamston. 

Racial  troubles  presented  themselves  back  about  1963,  and  efforts 
were  made  to  have  the  white  churches  open  their  doors  to  the  colored. 
A  few  were  reported  in  attendance  upon  the  services  for  a  com- 
paratively short  time  after  the  commotion.  Apparently  the  colored 
wanted  no  part  of  the  white  man's  church,  for  they  soon  started  an 
earnest  movement  to  improve  their  own  churches  and  property. 
Numbers  of  wooden  structures  were  modernized  and  new  brick  ones 
were  constructed.  Today,  the  colored  segment  is  holding  a  front 
position  in  the  promotion  of  religion  in  Martin  County. 
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CHAPTER  II 


INDIVIDUAL  CHURCH  HISTORIES 

Asked  about  religion  in  Martin  County,  an  observing  youth  was 
quoted  as  saying :  4 'I  don't  know  too  much  about  religion,  but  there  are 
a  lot  of  churches  in  Martin  County." 

So,  the  ensuing  pages  will  deal  principally  with  individual  church 
histories,  and,  to  some  extent,  with  trends  in  the  religious  movements 
and  organizations  from  about  1785  down  through  the  years. 

With  144  organized  churches,  some  a  bit  loosely,  in  existence  in  the 
county  over  the  years,  it  is  really  difficult  to  look  back  prior  to  1785  and 
visualize  an  entire  area  with  no  organized  religious  centers. 

It  is  well  established  that  the  people  of  Martin  County  were  a  rugged 
lot,  most  of  them  God-fearing  souls.  It  is  also  well  established  that 
many  people  adhered  to  religious  principles,  first  on  an  individual 
basis,  and  later  as  small  unorganized  groups.  There  is  evidence  that 
some  religious  activities  were  centered  on  the  larger  plantations 
where  some  dogmas  and  rites  were  reviewed  at,  more  or  less,  regular 
intervals. 

In  addition  to  sources  already  mentioned,  the  authors  drew  heavily 
on  the  C.  B.  and  Sylvester  Hassell  "Church  History,"  Chas.  C.  Ware's 
"Albemarle  Annals,"  and  private  sketches  by  Harry  Biggs,  Miss 
Emily  Whitley,  the  Rev.  Thomas  L.  Hastings  and  quite  a  few  others  in 
preparing  the  individual  church  histories. 

Again,  it  is  pointed  out  that  the  length  of  the  individual  historical 
church  sketches  was  largely  determined  by  available  facts.  Several 
public  calls  were  made,  pleading  for  information  about  the  churches. 
While  a  goodly  number  volunteered  information,  nothing  was  heard 
from  so  many  others. 

The  authors  are  quite  mindful  of  unavoidable  errors,  but  the  reader 
is  assured  that  every  one  of  them  was  unintentional,  that  the  authors 
worked  long  and  tirelessly  in  preparing  this,  the  most  extensive  work 
on  local  religion  ever  published  in  Martin  County. 

The  individual  churches  are  grouped  by  townships,  starting  with 
Jamesville  and  continuing  across  the  county  through  Goose  Nest. 
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CHAPTER  ffl 

JAMESVILLE  TOWNSHIP  CHURCHES 

Jamesville  Primitive  Baptist 

The  Jamesville  Primitive  Baptist  Church  grew  out  of  Picot 
Primitive  Baptist  Church,  and  their  histories  are  so  closely  related  it  is 
difficult  to  separate  the  two. 

During  the  Civil  War  the  home  of  Clayton  Moore  was  burned  on  what 
is  commonly  referred  to  as  the  Ball  Gray  farm  a  few  miles  out  of 
Jamesville  on  Highway  64  or  the  Plymouth  road.  He  bargained  with 
the  Picot  congregation  for  the  use  of  Picot  Meeting  House  as  a 
residence  or  the  timber  for  building  a  home.  In  return,  Mr.  Moore 
promised  he  would  give  the  congregation  a  lot  and  help  construct  a 
building  in  Jamesville  on  what  is  now  Highway  171,  a  short  distance 
from  Highway  64,  almost  in  the  heart  of  the  town. 

The  early  minutes  of  the  church  are  lost,  but  an  old  deed,  date 
unknown,  was  given  to  Hugh  N.  Waters,  Martin  Jackson  and  James 
Williams,  deacons,  for  a  lot  by  Mr.  Moore,  although  the  instrument 
was  not  filed  until  April  8, 1899.  Mr.  Moore  died  in  December,  1881,  and 
the  land  transfer  could  have  been  made  not  too  long  after  the  Civil 
War.  It  is  reasonably  assumed  that  the  members  at  Picot,  including 
those  in  the  immediate  Jamesville  area,  worshiped  in  private  homes 
or  appointed  places  from  the  time  Mr.  Moore  occupied  Picot  until  the 
church  building  was  constructed  in  Jamesville. 

Other  than  a  joint  account  by  Elder  C.  B.  Hassell,  little  is  known 
about  the  two  churches  today.  Picot  itself  lasted  hardly  a  third  of  a 
century  before  Jamesville  moved  onto  the  scene.  It  has  been  found 
that  Elder  Joshua  T.  Rowe  served  the  Picot- Jamesville  congregation 
in  March,  1882.  In  1886  Elder  Henry  Peal  (Peel)  was  its  pastor.  Ten 
years  later  in  April,  18%,  Ashley  D.  Mizelle  was  called  and  he  served 
the  church  until  1906.  Old  records  show  that  John  E.  Riddick  served 
the  church  as  clerk  for  many  years,  along  with  Marcellus  Stubbs  and 
John  Allen  at  later  dates.  Thomas  A.  Berry  was  clerk  pro-tem  in 
August,  1887. 

The  churches  had  comparatively  few  pastors  during  a  period  of 
approximately  115  years.  However,  pastors  of  other  churches  held 
occasional  services  there,  especially  during  the  latter  years.  In  1953 
Luther  Hardison,  late  of  the  county,  was  the  last  surviving  member  of 
the  Jamesville  church.  When  no  services  were  held  during  a  period  of 
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several  years  Mr.  Hardison  deeded  the  property  to  the  Jamesville 
Woman's  Club  on  October  30,  1953. 

About  the  only  pertinent  information  about  Picot- Jamesville 
Primitive  Baptist  churches  is  found  in  a  joint  account,  appearing  in 
Hassells'  "Church  History." 

The  joint  account,  listing  the  church  membership  at  thirty-three 
about  1880,  follows: 

'This  church  (Jamesville)  was  originally  called  Picot,  and  the 
meeting  house  stood  on  the  road  leading  from  Williamston  to 
Jamesville,  about  seven  miles  from  Williamston.  The  body  was  for 
some  years  a  branch  of  the  church  at  Skew ar key,  and  was  attended  by 
Elder  Joseph  Biggs.  Church  discipline  was  attended  to  and  gospel 
ordinances  administered,  and  when  ripe  for  constitution  she  petitioned 
the  church  at  Skewarkey  for  dismission  to  form  a  constitution,  which 
was  granted,  and  in  the  year  1827  she  was  constituted  by  Elders  James 
Ross  and  Joseph  Biggs,  with  upwards  of  fifty  members,  and  joined  the 
Association  the  same  year. 

"Elder  Biggs  accepted  the  pastoral  care  (occasional)  of  the  church, 
and  served  her  until  about  the  year  1831,  when  from  age  and  infirmity 
he  resigned,  and  Elder  Micajah  Perry,  of  the  church  at  Smithwick's 
Creek,  served  as  occasional  pastor  for  some  five  or  six  years.  Upon  his 
moving  into  Washington  County,  Elders  John  Ward  and  Humphrey 
S tailings  agreed  to  serve  alternately  as  occasional  pastors,  which 
service  they  continued  to  render  till  their  removal  to  Tennessee. 
Before  they  left  the  State,  at  a  yearly  meeting  of  the  church  held  on  the 
third  Sunday  in  August,  1840,  and  two  days  preceding,  Clayton  Moore, 
a  young  man  raised  up  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  church,  and  who  for 
about  five  years  had  been  exercising  as  a  local  preacher  among  the 
Methodists,  applied  for  membership  in  the  church,  and  being  received, 
was  baptized  in  Roanoke  River,  at  the  Old  Field,  one  mile  above 
Jamesville,  Sunday  morning,  by  Elder  John  Ward.  Being  urged 
forward  by  the  members  of  the  church,  the  young  member  soon  began 
to  speak  in  public  as  a  licentiate  in  that  church,  where  his  mother  had 
held  membership  from  its  constitution. 

"He  was  urged  to  accept  ordination,  but  put  it  off  till  late  in  the  year 
1847.  He  was  at  length  made  willing  to  yield  under  a  severe  spell 
of  sickness,  and  upon  recovery  passed  under  the  hands  of 
a  presbytery  composed  of  Elders  C.  B.  Hassell,  Thomas  Biggs  and 
William  Whi taker.  He  was  then  called  to  the  pastoral  care  of  the 
church,  and  continued  to  serve  the  church  as  such  until  his  death,  in 
December,  1881.  He  was  the  first  regular  pastor  the  church  has  had, 
and  the  only  one  who  ministered  to  her  as  pastor  that  came  from  her 
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own  membership.  He  was  a  gifted,  able,  interesting  and  instructive 
minister  of  the  gospel,  and  a  profound  thinker.  He  was  the  first  and 
most  earnest  advocate  of  the  perparation  of  the  present  history. 

"Brother  William  B.  Perry,  son  of  Elder  Micajah  Perry,  was 
licensed  by  this  church  to  exercise  his  gifts  in  1852,  and  in  about  three 
years  thereafter  was  ordained  to  the  administration  of  gospel  or- 
dinances by  Elders  C.  B.  Hassell  and  Clayton  Moore.  He  was  zealous 
in  the  cause  of  his  blessed  Master,  and  was  firmly  established  in  the 
doctrine  of  salvation  by  grace  from  first  to  last.  He  departed  this  life  in 
1867.  He  died  as  he  had  lived,  strong  in  the  faith." 

"Her  deacons  have  been  Joshua  Robertson,  Kenneth  Lanier,  Sep- 
timus B.  Williams,  James  Ward,  William  B.  Perry,  William  Jones, 
Hoyt  N.  Waters,  Martin  Jackson  and  James  Williams. 

"Her  clerks  have  been  John  G.  Smith  wick,  William  B.  Perry,  John 
R.  Mizell,  John  Reddick  and  others.  Brother  James  Hinson  was 
licensed  to  preach  by  this  church,  and  did  so  for  five  or  six  years. 

"Brother  Joshua  Robertson  was  also  licensed  to  exercise  his 
ministerial  gifts,  and  did  so  with  great  satisfaction  to  the  brethren 
some  few  years,  till  he  died,  which  occurred  in  1848.  He  was  not  or- 
dained, but  sound  in  faith,  and  held  a  high  reputation,  with  the  world 
even,  as  a  man  of  veracity  and  honor.  The  chief  theme  in  his 
discourses  was  Faith.  ..." 

Cedar  Branch  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

Cedar  Branch  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  the  first  of  that 
denomination  in  Martin  County,  was  organized  in  1851.  Little  is  known 
about  the  organizational  structure,  and  subsequent  history  of  the 
church  is  limited,  unfortunately. 

Following  the  organization,  members  apparently  worshiped  in 
private  homes  or  appointed  places  until  about  1853,  when  Elder 
Clayton  Moore  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  faith  deeded  to  the  trustees  of 
Cedar  Branch  Missionary  Baptist  Church  a  parcel  of  land  for  a  church 
building.  The  trustees  were  Hanse  Hardison,  Henry  Mizelle  and 
Joseph  R.  Hardison.  Incidentally,  the  deed  signatures  were  witnessed 
by  James  E.  Moore,  son  of  Elder  Clayton  Moore.  The  first  church  site 
is  believed  to  have  been  across  the  road  from  the  present  church. 
There  is  no  available  record  of  the  date  when  the  second  church 
structure  was  built,  and  little  can  be  learned  about  other  events 
relative  to  the  functions  of  the  church,  its  pastors  and  members. 

Some  of  the  early  pastors  were  Bitha  Leggett,  Thomas  Green,  J.  N. 
Nobles,  C.  T.  Plybon,  the  Rev.  Bristo,  A.  Corey  and  J.  D.  Howell.  The 
Rev.  W.  B.  Harrington  served  as  pastor  from  1930  until  about  1956 
when  his  health  failed. 
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Dates  cannot  be  determined  but  ministers  following  Mr.  Harrington 
at  Cedar  Branch  after  about  1956  were:  the  Revs,  John  Landon, 
Robert  Lee  and  Burgeon  Ferguson.  The  Rev.  Paul  Weaver  is  the 
present  pastor. 

It  was  during  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Landon  that  a  brici 
parsonage  was  built  on  Highway  171  between  the  church  and 
James ville.  Additional  parking  space  was  made  available  by  a  con- 
tribution and  purchase  of  land  from  the  Rev.  Arthur  Wallace  Lilley,  an 
ordained  Christian  (Disciple)  minister. 

In  1967-68  a  new  functional  building  was  consructed,  costing  $75,000. 
The  mortgage  was  burned  the  first  Sunday  in  March,  1974,  four  years 
prior  to  its  maturity. 

About  ten  years  ago  a  brick  parsonage  was  built.  It  is  located  on 
Highway  171  between  the  church  and  James  ville. 

In  1974  the  following  were  serving  as  deacons:  Colon  Martin, 
Wendell  Modlin,  Harmon  Modlin,  Junior  Stalls,  Luther  Peel,  Edwin 
(Bud)  Lilley,  Arthur  Modlin  and  Ben  Peel. 

Located  on  Highway  171  about  two  miles  from  Jamesville,  the 
church  has  a  current  roll  of  352  members. 

Jamesville  Methodist  Charge 

The  Jamesville  Methodist  Charge  is  made  up  of  four  churches, 
Jamesville,  Ware's  Chapel,  Siloam  and  Holly  Springs,  with 
headquarters  and  the  parsonage  in  Jamesville. 

The  board  of  administration  for  the  charge  currently  is :  Howard 
Gaylord,  lay  leader;  Hugh  Payne,  treasurer;  Mrs.  A.  D.  Bailey, 
recording  steward;  Louise  Moore,  hospitals  and  home  steward.  The 
district  stewards  are:  H.  B.  Gaylord,  Mrs.  Fred  Allen,  Phillip  Swinson 
and  Fred  Allen.  The  parsonage  trustees  include:  L.  R.  Long,  Holly 
Springs;  Hosea  Davis,  Jamesville;  Deulon  Heath,  Siloam;  and  Robert 
Harden,  Ware's  Chapel.  The  parsonage  committee  is  composed  of 
Sybil  O'Neal,  Holly  Springs;  Viola  Martin,  Jamesville;  Elsie  Heath, 
Siloam ;  and  Louise  Moore,  Ware's  Chapel.  Recommended  lay  leaders 
are:  R.  J.  Hardison  and  L.  R.  Long,  both  of  Holly  Springs,  and  Fred 
Allen  and  H.  B.  Gaylord,  both  of  Jamesville.  The  committee  on  pastor- 
parish  relations  is  composed  of  Robert  Harden  and  Mrs.  Phillip 
Swinson,  both  of  Ware's  Chapel;  Mrs.  Milton  Bennett  and  Deulon 
Heath,  both  of  Siloam;  P.  C.  Blount  and  Frances  Hardison,  both  of 
Jamesville;  and  Fred  Hardison,  Elizabeth  Bailey  and  Mrs.  Albert 
Roberson,  all  of  Holly  Springs. 

Jamesville  Methodist 
Listed  among  the  current  officers  for  Jamesville  Methodist  Church 
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are:  H.  B.  Gaylord,  lay  leader;  J.  C.  Kirkman,  Hosea  Davis  and 
Luther  H.  Hardison,  trustees;  Fred  Allen,  H.  B.  Gaylord,  P.  C.  Blount, 
Fannie  Martin,  Peggy  Roberson  and  Hosea  Davis,  stewardship  and 
finance;  Mrs.  Clyde  Davis,  H.  B.  Gaylord  and  Mrs.  Fred  Allen, 
nominating  committee;  Fred  Allen,  treasurer;  Mrs.  Georgie  Martin, 
secretary  of  enlistments;  Jimmy  Williams,  superintendent  of  study 
program;  Esther  Hardison,  membership  secretary;  P.  C.  Blount, 
health  and  welfare;  P.  C.  Blount  and  Frances  Hardison,  pastor-parish 
relations.  Chairmen  in  work  areas  include:  Louise  Gardner,  social 
concerns;  Mrs.  P.  C.  Blount,  education;  Pam  Modlin,  music  and 
worship;  Watson  Waters,  wills  and  legacies;  Seth  Davis,  audit;  Stella 
Hardison,  communion;  Mary  Martin,  membership  unit;  and  Jimmy 
Williams,  superintendent  of  study  program. 

Few  early  records  about  Jamesville  Methodist  Church  are  now 
available,  and  even  the  limited  records  are  spotty. 

On  October  8, 1855,  a  parcel  of  land  was  deeded  by  Gilbert  and  F.  W. 
Moore  to  Lorton  Cooper,  Thomas  L.  Holliday,  William  E.  Sexton, 
Thomas  L.  Hyman  and  George  E.  Ward,  trustees  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South.  The  deed  called  for  Lot  No.  26  on  the  north 
side  of  Washington  Street  or  Highway  64  leading  to  Plymouth. 

Nothing  is  known  about  the  church  and  its  activities  until  1886  when 
services  were  held  in  a  structure  referred  to  at  the  time  as  Sunday 
School  Building.  Reading  the  deed  one  is  of  the  opinion  that  union 
worship  services  and  a  union  Sunday  school  were  held  in  the  building. 

On  September  29, 1886,  the  trustees,  H.  W.  Mizell,  J.  E.  Lawrence,  W. 
E.  Staton  and  John  F.  Hardison  declared  the  building  was  unsafe  and 
badly  in  need  of  repairs.  Apparently  services  were  suspended  in  the 
building  about  that  time,  for  nothing  more  is  to  be  found  about  the 
church  until  November  22,  1890.  At  that  time  Samuel  L.  and  Pattie 
Wallace  deeded  one-half  acre  of  land  across  from  their  home  on 
Washington  Street,  the  present  church  site,  to  W.  E.  Sexton,  John  F. 
Hardison,  B.  N.  Holliday,  U.  S.  Hassell  and  S.  L.  Wallace,  trustees  of 
Jamesville  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

During  the  next  eleven  years— 1890  to  1901— nothing  is  to  be  found 
about  the  church  and  its  activities.  Apparently  a  new  structure  was 
erected  in  the  early  nineties.  In  1901,  the  records  show,  the  Rev.  R.  R. 
Grant  served  the  church  as  pastor.  Other  Jamesville  Methodist 
pastors  include:  W.  B.  Humble,  1902-1903;  J.  L.  Rumley,  1904;  B.  B. 
Holder,  1905;  J.  H.  Bain,  1906-1907;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Reynolds,  1908;  Hosea 
Reed,  1909;  H.  M.  Jackson,  1910-1911;  W.  J.  Watson,  1912-1913;  B.  T. 
Hurley,  1914-1916;  D.  L.  Earnhardt,  1917-1918;  W.  C.  Benson,  1919-1922; 
W.  G.  Lowe,  1923-1925;  R.  G.  L.  Edwards,  1926-1930;  J.  W.  Harrell,  1931- 
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1932;  R.  R.  Grant,  1933-1934;  K.  G.  Duval,  1935;  C.  T.  Thrift,  1936-1939; 
0.  L.  Hardwick,  1940-1942;  G.  C.  Wood,  1943-1947;  B.  E.  Bingham,  1948- 
1951;  Vance  Lewis,  1952;  W.  S.  Davenport,  1953-1959;  H.  F.  Crawley, 
1959-1963;  Everett  Jackson,  1963-1966;  George  D.  Miller,  1966-1970; 
David  Lupton,  1970-1971;  George  B.  Eubanks,  1971—. 

At  one  time  included  in  the  Williamston  charge,  the  church  was 
changed  to  the  Roper  charge.  About  1958  the  Methodist  Conference 
established  the  Jamesville  charge,  including  Ware's  Chapel,  Holly 
Springs,  Siloam  and  the  one  in  Jamesville. 

In  1955  a  brick  parsonage  was  erected  across  from  the  church,  and 
the  Rev.  W.  S.  Davenport  was  the  first  minister  to  occupy  it.  Digging 
for  additional  information  about  the  church,  Attorney  Hugh  M.  Martin, 
a  Jamesville  native,  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  parsonage  is  located  on 
the  same  land  where  the  original  chuch  building  stood. 

Offering  much  of  the  information  about  the  church,  Mrs.  Oscar 
Davenport  and  Mrs.  Fred  Allen  said  that  the  board  of  stewards  is  now 
composed  of  P.  C.  Blount,  chairman;  Fred  Allen,  H.  B.  Gaylord, 
Fannie  L.  Martin,  Peggy  Roberson  and  Hosea  Davis,  that  H.  B. 
Gaylord  is  the  lay  leader. 

Free  Union  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

There  was  a  Free  Will  Baptist  church  in  the  Free  Union  area  of 
Jamesville  Township  back  in  the  1850's  and  early  1860's.  However, 
only  one  reference  has  been  found  about  the  church  and  very  little  is 
known  about  its  history. 

Under  date  of  November  1,  1860,  Jos.  L.  Waters,  Free  Union  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Martin  County,  reported  to  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  conference  held  at  Post  Oak,  Craven  County,  stating  that  Free 
Union  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  had  one  baptism  that  year,  that  four 
members  had  been  excommunicated  and  that  none  had  died  and  no 
one  had  been  dismissed. 

Waters  and  Horace  Gurkin  and  I.  H.  Wynn  were  appointed  delegates 
to  attend  the  conference.  Free  Union  Free  Will  donated  $1  that  year 
for  "fellowship."  B.  B.  Albritton,  a  resident  of  Pitt  County,  was  pastor 
of  the  church  at  Free  Union. 

Churches  in  eleven  counties  and  one  in  Tennessee  sent  delegates  to 
the  Post  Oak  conference  on  November  8,  1860. 

Nothing  more  about  the  church  has  been  found. 

Poplar  Chapel  Church  of  Christ 
Its  roots  buried  deep  in  old  Welch's  Creek  (Disciples),  Poplar  Chapel 
Church  of  Christ  was  first  called  Poplar  Run,  which  was  organized  on 
November  25,  1866. 
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Located  a  few  miles  southeast  of  Jamesville,  Poplar  Run  had  27 
charter  members,  12  males  and  15  females.  Four  ministers  par- 
ticipated in  the  organizational  program:  H.  D.  Cason,  J.  M.  Gurganus, 
J.  J.  Coltrain  and  H.  S.  Gurganus.  The  first  elders  were:  Wrighter 
Davis,  John  H.  Holliday,  Henry  Cooper;  deacons  were:  Edward 
Mizell,  Ashley  J.  Davis,  and  Stephen  H.  Davis  was  treasurer. 

The  first  building  was  referred  to  as  a  "free  church."  Erected  in 
1866  at  a  cost  of  $75,  the  structure  was  rebuilt  in  1871  at  a  cost  of  $175. 
The  name  was  changed  in  1873  from  Poplar  Run  to  Poplar  Chapel. 

Records  are  not  quite  clear  from  the  time  of  the  name  change  until 
September,  1897,  when  Dennis  Wrighter  Davis  held  a  revival  there, 
added  twelve  members  and  dedicated  the  "new  house  of  worshiop." 
Davis  referred  to  the  church  building  as  "A  comfortable  house  and  no 
debt." 

The  next  mention  found  about  Poplar  Chapel  was  in  September,  1899, 
when  H.  C.  Bowen  held  a  revival  there  and  added  nine  members  to  the 
roll.  Bowen  commented:  "Their  house  of  worship  is  a  great  im- 
provement on  the  old  hull  in  which  we  used  to  meet.  While  there  are  no 
rich  people  in  the  church  they  promptly  meet  every  obligation.  Their 
Sunday  school  tried  to  die,  but  now  has  taken  on  new  life."  The  school 
was  first  organized  in  1890.  G.  W.  Hardison  was  superintendent  and  L. 
P.  Holliday,  secretary. 

J.  A.  Mizell  on  April  30, 1902,  reported  a  visit  by  Warren  A.  Davis  to 
the  church,  and  commented:  ".  .  .We  are  clear  of  all  debt,  and  have 
commenced  raising  money  for  state  missions." 

The  first  clerks  at  Poplar  Chapel  were  John  H.  Mizell,  1866;  H.  H. 
Davis,  1878;  and  Ashley  J.  Davis,  1889.  Listed  among  the  early 
delegates  to  the  state  yearly  meetings  were:  S.  H.  Davis,  J.  E.  Mizell, 
W.  C.  Mizell,  Ashley  J.  Davis,  J.  W.  Roberson,  R.  Davis,  E.  W.  Ange, 
Joseph  B.  Jones,  D.  W.  Davis,  C.  T.  Sawin  and  A.  T.  Hamilton. 

One  of  the  earliest  Disciples  ministers  to  reside  in  the  entire  area 
was  John  R.  Winfield  (1820-1899)  at  Gardner's  Bridge.  It  is  fairly 
certain  he  participated  in  the  early  years  of  the  church,  possibly  first 
at  Welch's  Creek,  Poplar  Run  and  then  at  Poplar  Chapel. 

Recognized  as  a  great  religion  benefactor,  eastern  North  Carolina 
Disciples  erected  an  impressive  monument  to  Dennis  Wrighter  Davis 
at  his  grave  in  1912. 

Over  a  period  of  years  a  general  movement  out  of  the  Disciples 
church  took  place,  at  least  five  taking  the  name  of  Churches  of  Christ. 
Several  others  were  organized  later.  The  movement  was  started  in  the 
late  twenties  and  maintained  itself  into  the  middle  forties. 
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H.  S.  Gurganus,  while  he  continued  as  pastor  at  Welch's  Creek, 
served  as  pastor,  first  at  Poplar  Run  and  then  at  Poplar  Chapel,  from 
about  1865  until  1880.  Other  pastors  included:  J.  G.  Gurganus  (1881), 
J.  R.  Winfield  (1882),  Henry  Winfield  (1883-1888),  D.  H.  Petree  (1909), 
A.  J.  Manning  (1911-1913),  Warren  A.  Davis  (1914-1916),  D.  W.  Arnold 
(1922-1923),  J.  L.  Burns  (1884),  H.  C.  Bowen  (1889-1891),  C.  E.  Lee 
(1896-1899),  (1917-1921),  (1927-1930),  J.  B.  Respess,  Sr.  (1902),  W.  0. 
Winfield  (1924),  J.  A.  Mizell  (1925),  L.  T.  Holliday  (1926),  Daniel 
Hardison  (1932-1940),  Dennis  Warren  Davis  (1941-1949),  Frank  Butler 
(1949-1956)  and  Ward  Woolard  (1956—). 

Present  elders  are:  Daniel  Hardison,  John  R.  Coltrain,  Halsey 
Hardison;  deacons:  Fred  Bennett,  Horace  Stokesberry,  Abram 
Hayes,  jQhn  Hagan,  John  H.  Cooper  and  Melvin  Price. 

The  church  moved  forward,  making  its  greatest  stride  when  it 
enlarged  and  brick  veneered  its  house  of  worship,  completing  the  task 
in  1974. 

Northern  Methodist 

Dr.  J.  J.  Smith,  a  physician  in  Jamesville  in  1869,  was  listed  in  the 
1872  North  Carolina  Business  Directory  as  a  minister  in  the  Northern 
Methodist  Church.  There  is  no  indication  that  Smith  had  a  regular 
church. 

The  only  other  mention  of  the  Northern  Methodists  in  Martin  County 
related  to  a  Northern  Methodist  Church  in  Parmele  from  about  1910 
until  1940. 

Dr.  Smith  could  have  quit  doctiring  and  started  preaching  in  1872. 
While  he  was  listed  as  a  minister  in  1872  he,  apparently,  was  without  a 
church.  Reconstructionists  were  much  in  evidence  at  the  time  and  the 
Southerners  cared  little  for  the  northern  scalawags. 

Jamesville  Christian  Church 
The  Jamesville  Christian  Church  had  its  beginning  on  September  29, 
1883,  at  Poplar  Chapel  a  short  distance  southeast  of  Jamesville.  'The 
Missionary  Cooperation"  convened  at  Poplar  Chapel  that  year,  and  it 
was  agreed  to  receive  a  collection  to  help  construct  a  building  in 
Jamesville. 

However,  progress  was  mighty  slow  and  little  was  heard  from  the 
new  congregation  until  August  8, 1887,  when  Henry  Winfield  wrote  to  J. 
J.  Harper,  explaining  that  the  congregation  was  struggling  against 
poverty  and  other  disadvantages  to  get  the  new  church  ready  for  a 
series  of  meetings  in  the  fall.  Winfield  told  Harper,  4 'We  have  not 
begged  any  yet,  but  we  feel  humble  enough  now  to  begin.  We  shall  feel 
most  grateful  for  any  assistance,  however  small." 
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While  Henry  Winfield  apparently  promoted  the  construction  of  the 
building,  it  is  not  certain  who  first  pastored  the  church.  However,  in 
February,  1888,  H.  C.  Bowen  announced  that  the  church  building  was 
complete  and  would  be  dedicated  on  March  30,  that  year,  indicating  he 
was  pastor  at  the  time.  Bowen  invited  I.  J.  Spencer,  editor  of  the 
''Missionary  Weekly"  Richmond,  Va.,  to  attend  the  dedication,  and 
Spencer  reported  the  event  as  follows: 

"R.  W.  Stancill  preached  the  Jamesville  dedication  sermon,  which 
was  vigorous,  scriptural  and  appropriate.  He  is  giving  particular 
attention  to  church  building  enterprises.  The  new  house  was  not  large 
enough  to  accommodate  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  attendants;  it 
is  probably  worth  $1,200,  the  lot  is  valued  at  $200.  A  little  more  than 
$200  was  raised  to  clear  the  debt  of  $171.03,  leaving  a  portion  to  be  given 
to  the  new  church  in  Williamston.  H.  C.  Bowen  was  a  happy  man  when 
the  handsome  new  building  was  given  over  to  the  worship  of  God. 
Dennis  Wrighter  Davis,  a  gifted  young  man,  strong  in  mind,  body  and 
spirit,  rode  18  miles  after  filling  a  Sunday  appointment  to  attend  the 
concluding  service.  A.  Nelson  Waters  is  one  of  the  most  liberal  and 
indefatigable  workers  in  this  little  band  of  about  a  score.  Friends 
outside  the  church  aided  materially  on  the  building.  A  ripe  harvest 
seems  to  await  the  reaping  at  Jamesville." 

The  North  Carolina  Christian  Missionary  Union,  meeting  at  Old 
Ford  on  October  25-28,  1888,  received  a  letter  from  the  Jamesville 
church,  appealing  for  aid  and  asking  to  be  enrolled.  The  church  was 
enrolled  at  that  time,  but  apparently  no  aid  was  offered  by  the  union. 
A.N.  Waters  and  N.  R.  Roberson  represented  Jamesville  as  delegates. 
The  early  church  clerks  were  J.  E.  Hardison  (1888),  Franklin  Jackson 
(1889),  and  Wilson  Manning  (1894). 

Starting  with  21  members  in  1888,  the  church  boosted  its  roll  to  34  in 
1891,  80  by  1895. 

R.  J.  Peel  was  superintendent  of  the  first  Sunday  school,  organized 
in  1897,  serving  until  he  moved  to  Williamston  in  1899,  when  the  school 
had  43  on  its  roll,  including  three  officers  and  teachers. 

The  North  Carolina  State  Mission  Board  helped  pay  the  preacher 
salaries  from  1889  to  1894. 

Included  in  the  charter  members  were:  M.  R.  Roberson,  A.  N. 
Waters,  Jim  Roberson,  Henry  Roberson,  Betsy  Mills,  Lula  Cooper, 
Harriet  Ann  Roberson,  Lira  Davis  Roberson,  Franklin  Jackson  and 
Henry  Winfield. 

The  late  Chas.  C.  Ware,  one  of  the  most  diligent  churchmen  ever  to 
visit  the  county,  tells  in  his  "Albemarle  Annals"  much  about 
Jamesville  Christian^Church.  His  story  follows,  in  part : 
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"As  pastor  J.  Boyd  Jones  left  Jamesville  in  September,  1897,  to 
attend  the  College  of  the  Bible  at  Lexington,  he  said:  'Our  heart 
rejoices  at  what  the  Lord  has  done  here.  Three  years  ago  there  was  not 
ah  organization  at  Jamesville,  now  it  has  one  of  the  best  in  the  State.' 
Joseph  D.  Waters  in  January,  1902,  said:  'It  was  considered  almost 
impossible  to  establish  a  church  in  Jamesville.  J.  Boyd  Jones  was  sent 
there  by  the  State  Board  in  1895  and  after  two  years  of  faithful  work  he 
left  it  as  one  of  our  best  churches.' 

"Stanley  Stalling  (1823-1900)  was  an  efficient  Christian  layman  for 
forty  years,  first  at  Maple  Grove,  then  at  Macedonia,  and  for  the  last 
several  years  at  Jamesville.  His  pastor,  J.  J.  Harper,  called  him  'an 
earnest  Christian  man  who  loved  the  church.'  Samuel  L.  Wallace,  a 
prosperous,  dedicated  citizen,  was  a  pillar  for  both  community  and 
church,  a  liberal  giver  for  all  local  betterment  and  for  approved 
missionary  outreach. 

"The  J.  J.  Taylor-Owen  M.  Walker  revival  there  beginning  July  27, 
1913,  resulted  in  32  'good  additions.'  The  community  was  stirred.  The 
crowds  'represented  so  much  territory  that  fully  1,000  people  attended 
frequently  and  this  in  a  little  village  of  244  population.' 

"Pastor  R.  A.  Phillips  announced  in  October,  1922:  "We  have  re- 
cently painted  and  repaired  our  Jamesville  plant  inside  and  outside 
You  would  hardly  know  it  was  the  same  building.  Our  women  have 
already  raised  practically  enough  for  this  $300  expenditure.'  C.  B. 
Mashburn  held  their  revival  September  15-26,  1935.  Concerning  the 
results,  he  said:  'From  this  experience  the  fifteen  baptized  young 
people  will  have  inspiration  to  live  their  best.' 

"The  Walter  L.  Browns  gave  a  prominent  site  for  a  new  plant  early 
in  1949.  The  building  committee  for  this  development:  E.  H.  Ange, 
chairman;  Mrs.  Clyde  Brown,  and  C.  C.  Fleming.  As  constructed  it  is 
a  brick-veneered  building,  32  x  55  feet,  of  rectangular  structure,  pulpit 
in  center,  with  baptistry  beneath  it.  The  men  gave  liberally  as  in- 
dividuals. The  women  had  raised  $2,100,  later  increased  to  $2,500. 
Toward  completion  much  manual  help  and  building  materials  were 
freely  contributed.  By  May,  1950,  heroic  local  giving  had  assembled 
$6,500  and  the  remaining  $5,000  needed  was  borrowed  from  a 
brotherhood  source.  This  made  possible  a  truly  representative  plant 
strategically  located  for  eastern  Martin  services.  It  was  opened  at 
their  'Homecoming'  on  October  20,  1951;  H.  L.  Tyer,  pastor;  followed 
by  a  revival  led  by  John  L.  Goff ,  with  seven  additions. 

"Ross  J.  Allen  led  their  revival  in  September,  1954,  adding  three  and 
bringing  'new  inspiration  to  the  congregation.'  Chimes  given  by  the  C. 
C.  Flemings  were  dedicated  on  May  12,  1957.  Led  by  E.  L.  Martin, 
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building  committee  chairman,  their  new  parsonage  was  ready  for 
occupancy  on  June  1,  1957,  to  serve  the  new  Jamesville-Everetts 
pastoral  unity.  Bill  Waters,  as  ad  interim  minister,  had  ably  served 
them. 

"At  Jamesville,  Marion  C.  Jackson  was  a  ministerial  recruit.  A 
later  one,  Arthur  Wallace  Lilley,  teacher  in  their  church  school  and 
leader  of  their  young  people,  was  graduated  from  the  Lexington 
College  of  the  Bible.  He  was  pastor  of  Eastway  Christian  Church, 
Charlotte,  for  a  number  of  years,  and  is  now  in  Kentucky. 

Membership  at  Jamesville  Christian  Church  is  reportedly  120. 

Roll  of  ministers:  H.  C.  Bowen  (1889),  J.  Boyd  Jones  (1894-1897),  J. 
J.  Harper  (1899),  A.  J.  Manning  (1911-1918),  W.  H.  Marler  (1919-1920), 
C.  E.  Lee  (1921),  R.  A.  Phillips  (1922,  1932,  1942),  D.  W.  Arnold  (1923- 
1924),  E.  E.  Moore  (1925),  J.  B.  Respess  (1926-1928),  C.  B.  Mashburn 
(1929-1930),  G.  D.  Davis,  Sr.  (1933-1934, 1944),  J.  M.  Perry  (1937),  C.  J. 
Bradner,  Jr.  (1938-1939),  W.  I.  Bennett  (1940-1941),  W.  J.  B.  Burrus 
(1945-1946),  J.  W.  Lollis  (1947-1948),  W.  C.  White  (1949-1950),  H.  L.  Tver 
(1951-1953),  J.  M.  Maudy  (1954-1956),  W.  J.  Waters  (1957),  A.  W. 
Huffman,  Sr.  (1958-1959),  C.  T.  Myhand  (1960-1961),  L.  B.  Bennett 
(1961-1964),  Richard  Mcintosh  (1964-1965),  Leonard  Holliday  (1965- 
1972). 

Mr.  Holliday  resigned  in  1972  and  Richard  Run  dell  and  Dr.  Vere 
Rogers  served  as  interim  ministers  until  October  1,  1973,  when  the 
Rev.  L.  B.  Scarborough,  formerly  of  Morehead  City,  began  his 
pastorate. 

Current  elders  of  the  church  are:  Walter  Brown,  Albert  Martin, 
Paul  Barber,  Leonard  Holliday  and  Ghurman  Ange,  Alvin  Hardison,  J. 
W.  Willis,  Clarence  Barber,  F.  C.  Stallings,  Jr.,  Benny  Styons,  Bobby 
Rogers,  Roosevelt  Overton,  Edward  Lee  Martin,  Paul  Holliday,  Ed- 
ward Stevenson,  Alphonzo  Perry,  Macon  Holliday  and  Kenneth 
Modlin. 

Roanoke  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

On  August  16, 1886,  land  was  deeded  by  W.  G.  Gaylord  and  wife  to  W. 
G.  Sallinger,  Jos.  W.  Swinson  and  C.  C.  Fagan  for  a  Free  Will  Baptist 
Qhurch  on  the  Jamesville-Plymouth  road.  This  church  could  have 
been  a  forerunner  of  Roanoke  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  The 
name  of  J.  W.  Swinson  appears  in  both  deeds.  The  old  deed  called  for 
an  acre  of  land. 

On  March  2, 1903,  Samuel  M.  Darden  and  wife,  Bettie,  deeded  about 
three-quarters  of  an  acre  of  land  to  M.  S.  Fagan,  J.  W.  Swinson  and  W. 
T.  Robbins,  trustees  of  Roanoke  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  for 
$16.  It  was  located  on  the  old  Jamesville-Plymouth  road  about  where 
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the  William  C.  Fagan  home  is  located  in  the  Dardens  community  and 
between  the  lands  of  T.  E.  McCaskey  and  Samuel  M.  Darden. 

Little  is  now  known  about  the  church,  but  it  was  reportedly  quite 
active  for  some  years  before  its  membership  started  dwindling.  The 
last  services  were  said  to  have  been  held  there  in  the  early  thirties. 

The  last  deed  found  on  record  was  dated  May  30,  1903,  when  the  first 
site  of  Roanoke  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  was  sold  to  N.  T. 
Coburn. 

Ware's  Chapel  Methodist  Church 

On  December  21,  1888,  N.  D.  Norman  and  wife,  Deborah,  of 
Baltimore,  Md.,  deeded  about  two  acres  of  land  to  the  church  trustees 
at  Ware's  Chapel  Methodist  Church  near  the  village  of  Dardens  for  $10. 
The  trustees  were  G.  Darden,  J.  M.  Bateman  and  N.  T.  Coburn,  and  it 
is  presumed  the  church  was  organized  about  the  time  the  deed  was 
granted,  the  construction  of  a  church  building  following  soon  after 
December  21,  1888. 

The  church  is  now  located  on  Highway  64,  adjoining  the  old  com- 
munity school  property  now  occupied  by  Mrs.  Katie  Holliday. 

The  church  was  organized  by  Thomas  Reynolds  Ware,  for  whom  the 
church  was  named.  Ware  also  organized  a  second  Ware's  Chapel  in 
Beaufort  County.  Little  is  known  about  Thomas  Ware,  but  he  could 
have  been  a  missionary  for  the  Methodists  and  worked  in  this  and 
Beaufort  counties  about  1888. 

Names  of  a  few  of  the  early  members  were:  G.  Darden,  D.  C. 
Darden,  S.  M.  Darden,  J.  H.  Walters,  Ella  Walters,  Susan  Cross,  Sadie 
Sallenger,  Amanda  Pritchard,  L.  W.  Bateman,  N.  T.  Coburn,  Bettie 
Coburn,  Loula  Johnston,  Annie  Bateman,  Alice  Darden,  Ruth  Darden 
and  Sarah  Smith. 

Principal  officers  currently  serving  Ware's  Chapel  are:  Phillip 
Swinson,  lay  leader  ;  Phillip  Swinson,  Robert  Harden  and  Dan  Fagan, 
trustees;  Robert  Harden  and  Phillip  Swinson,  finance;  Louise  Moore, 
Mrs.  Phillip  Swinson,  Robert  Harden  and  Phillip  Swinson,  nominating 
committee;  Robert  Harden,  treasurer;  Mrs.  Phillip  Swinson,  chair- 
man, council  on  ministries;  Mrs.  Robert  Harden,  secretary  of  enlist- 
ments; Robert  Harden,  superintendent  of  enlistments;  Mrs.  Fred 
Woolard,  membership  secretary;  Mrs.  W.  C.  Woodard,  health  and 
welfare  representative;  and  Robert  Harden  and  Mrs.  Phillip  Swinson, 
pastor-parish  relations. 

Ware's  Chapel  was  in  the  Roper  charge  but  was  transferred  when 
the  conference  set  up  the  Jamesville  Charge. 

Gospel  Light  Church  of  Christ 
The  late  Chas.  C.  Ware,  ardent  executive  secretary  of  the  N.  C. 
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Christian  Missionary  Society  for  many  years,  prepared  a  fairly 
complete  history  of  Gospel  Light  Church  of  Christ  during  its  formation 
on  down  to  1940. 
His  historical  review  follows: 

Dardens,  (population,  175),  is  on  Federal  Highway  64,  about  midway 
from  Jamesville  to  Plymouth.  It  was  one  of  the  ten  post  offices  in 
Martin  County  in  1892.  The  two  stores  there  in  1896,  were:  W.  T. 
Broughton  and  Company,  and  Waters  and  Darden.  A  short  distance 
south  of  Dardens  is  a  community  now  called  Free  Union,  site  of  old 
Welch's  Creek  church,  mother  of  the  county's  Disciples,  and  which 
entertained  the  Disciples'  State  Annual  Meeting  (Bethel  Conference) 
in  1842.  From  this  church  missions  of  the  Disciples  were  transplanted. 

Thirty-four  members  constituting  the  Gospel  Light  Church  at 
Dardens  were  received  by  the  North  Carolina  Christian  Missionary 
Convention  on  October  31, 1907.  They  had  paid  for  the  year's  preaching 
there,  $96.  Next  year  they  grew  to  42,  and  they  gave  $10  for  state 
missions,  and  for  Atlantic  Christian  College,  $5.  Their  first  clerk  was 
L.  N.  Gurkin,  (1907) ;  their  first  church  school  superintendent,  James 
F.  Jackson  (1915) .  Their  church  property  valuation  in  1915  was  $500;  in 
1930,  $1,000. 

James  F.  Jackson,  Dardens  layman,  reported  April  25,  1902:  "We 
have  established  a  mission  here  in  a  public  schoolhouse.  Our  little 
band  numbers  probably  20  (a  loving  little  band  when  we  get  together 
for  worship).  We  have  preaching  twice  a  month.  We  need  a  house  of 
our  own  and  hope  to  build  one  this  fall.  We  are  poor  in  this  world's 
goods  but  we  believe  the  brotherhood  will  aid  us."  Another  Dardens 
correspondent,  W.  A.  Ayers,  said  that  their  building  committee  was  to 
meet  on  the  following  July  6,  "to  attend  to  business . ' '  He  commented : 
"It  has  been  said  that  Bro.  James  F.  Jackson  was  going  to  let  the 
Disciples  build  a  house  of  worship  on  his  land.  He  is  ready  at  any  time 
to  deed  a  lot  to  the  North  Carolina  Christian  Missionary  Convention. 
We  work  and  pray  that  a  house  may  speedily  be  built  at  Dardens. ' ' 

Correspondent  Ayers  announced  that  a  total  of  $15.23  had  been 
contributed  and  remarked:  "We  are  in  need  of  nails  and  shingles.  We 
need  some  sills  and  then  we  could  raise  our  house.  Our  fund-raising 
committee:  J.  A.  Spruill,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  J.  Peel,  Misses  Vonnie 
Leggett,  Cornelia  Gardner,  Carrie  A.  Moore,  Annie  Bateman,  and 
Alice  Modlin."  To  their  general  appeal  came  encouraging  response. 
W.  C.  Gardner  visited  Poplar  Chapel  March  8,  1903,  and  garnered  for 
the  cause,  $18.32.  He  wrote:  "We  thank  the  brethren.  We  will  begin  to 
raise  the  house  at  Gospel  Light  on  March  23, 1903."  Jackson  reported  a 
year  later:  "We  now  have  a  neat  and  comfortable  house  43  x  23  feet, 
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seated  and  heated,  with  good  lights,  and  finished  except  painting.  It  is 
all  paid  for;  we  thank  all  of  those  who  helped." 

J.  Boyd  Jones,  Wilson  pastor,  came  to  dedicate  the  new  building  on 
August  7,  1904.  He  related:  "J.  B.  Respess,  Sr.,  is  the  Gospel  Light 
minister,  and  preaches  with  his  old-time  zeal.  He  drives  (horse  and 
buggy)  the  28  miles  to  his  home  after  night  services  to  look  after  his 
farm  next  day.  Uncle  H.  S.  Davenport  organized  the  church  here.  He 
has  probably  organized  more  churches  than  any  other  preacher  in 
North  Carolina.  He  is  full  of  missionary  zeal  and  a  tireless  toiler." 

Olive  Jackson  of  this  church  wrote  of  her  pastor  in  October,  1905 :  "If 
we  had  several  such  men  as  Bro.  Asa  J.  Manning  in  our  State  we  would 
do  a  better  work.  We  all  here  at  Dardens  love  him. ' ' 

Nixon  A.  Taylor,  Plymouth  pastor,  held  their  revival  in  1933,  with  9 
additions.  In  1939,  James  D.  Taylor,  Williamston  layman,  helped 
considerably  the  Dardens  pastor,  G.  C.  Bland.  Taylor  testified: 
"Dardens  work  is  moving  well,  and  the  State  Service  was  very  helpful 
last  year  in  directing  us  to  reopen  this  field.  We  have  repaired  the 
church  with  new  window  panes,  installed  a  new  piano  and  are  raising 
money  systematically  to  purchase  a  new  communion  set  and  other 
necessities  for  a  well-ordered  church.  We  observe  here  the  Lord's 
Supper  each  Lord's  Day." 

C.  C.  Ware,  assisted  by  J.  M.  Perry  of  Robersonville,  and  the  local 
pastor,  G.  C.  Bland,  ordained  at  Gospel  Light,  on  April  5,  1939,  the 
following:  elders:  Paul  Allen,  Alexander  Daniels,  H.  L.  Davis; 
deacons:  Henry  Hardison,  Jackson  Holliday,  Herman  Riddick.  For 
this  service  the  young  people's  choir,  directed  by  pastor  Bland,  and  the 
Bear  Grass  male  trio  rendered  special  music.  James  D.  Taylor  who 
had  been  of  great  service  in  reviving  the  church,  was  present  and  said: 
"All  said  that  it  was  a  very  impressive  service." 

Membership  at  Gospel  Light  is  reportedly  100. 

Roll  of  ministers  at  Gospel  Light:  J.  A.  Spruill  (1902),  J.  B.  Respess, 
Sr.  (1904),  A.  J.  Manning  (1905-1906),  H.  H.  Ambrose  (1911-1914),  J.  R. 
Lee  (1915-1918),  H.  H.  Ambrose  (1919),  W.  H.  Marler  (1920),  J.  S. 
Williams  (1921-1922),  W.  O.  Winfield  (1923-1924),  L.  T.  Holliday  (1926), 
C.  A.  Jarman  (1927-1928),  G.  G.  Davis,  Sr.  (1931-1936),  D.  W.  Arnold 
(1937),  M.  L.  Ambrose  (1938),  G.  C.  Bland  (1939),  P.  E.  Cayton 
( 1940) .  Gospel  Light  Christian  Church  along  with  several  other  units 
in  the  denomination  switched  to  Church  of  Christ  a  few  years  ago. 

Experiencing  the  growth  of  the  church,  Hallet  Davis,  Bobby  Modlin, 
Elwood  Holliday,  Paul  Allen  and  Jack  Tetterton  broke  ground  on 
September  15,  1974,  for  a  new  church  plant  adjoining  the  present 
church. 
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Corinth  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

Established  in  1903,  Corinth  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  was  first 
located  on  the  Ange  Town  road,  a  few  miles  from  Jamesville. 

Most  of  the  early  records  were  destroyed  when  the  Ayden  Press 
burned  a  few  years  ago.  However,  it  was  learned  that  land  was  given 
by  J.  B.  and  Alethia  Waters  to  the  church  for  a  new  building  on  the  old 
Jamesville  and  Plymouth  Road  about  one  and  one-half  miles  south  of 
Dardens.  The  ceiling  was  removed  from  the  first  building  and  used  for 
flooring  in  the  new  church.  Standing  timbers  were  cut  on  the  J.  B. 
Waters  farm.  First  services  in  the  new  building  were  held  before  the 
windows  were  placed.  The  openings  were  just  boarded  over. 

The  first  pastor  of  the  church  was  C.  J.  Harris,  followed  by  John 
Alford  of  Johnston  County.  The  church  has  had  three  clerks,  A.  B. 
Waters,  W.  W.  Waters  and  R.  L.  Waters,  the  latter  having  served  since 
1937. 

Numbered  among  the  charter  members  were:  J.  B.  Waters,  A.  B. 
Waters,  W.  E.  Wright,  Durham  R.  Davis,  George  Tetter  ton,  Sr., 
Harmon  Gurkin,  J.  H.  Hardison,  James  R.  Newton,  Martha  C.  Davis, 
and  L.  H.  Davis,  many  of  whom  were  the  grandparents  and  great- 
grandparents  of  some  of  the  families  in  the  neighborhood. 

The  first  couple  to  be  married  in  the  church  was  Edgar  Waters  and 
Irma  Gaylord,  and  the  ceremony  was  performed  by  Mack  Davenport. 
Jamesville  First  Baptist 

Jamesville 's  First  Baptist  Church  had  its  beginning  on  August  27, 
1917,  when  C.  A.  and  Delia  Askew  deeded  a  parcel  of  land  for  the 
erection  of  a  church  building  to  R.  0.  Martin,  J.  W.  Martin  and  A. 
Corey,  trustees  of  Cedar  Branch  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  Most  of 
the  organizers  were  on  the  roll  at  Cedar  Branch  and  the  new  church  in 
Jamesville  was  maintained  as  a  mission  for  a  number  of  years. 

A  structure  was  built  during  the  early  1920's  in  Jamesville,  but  it  was 
used  mainly  by  the  church  Sunday  school  for  some  years. 

On  March  2, 1943,  a  group  of  Missionary  Baptists,  living  in  or  near 
Jamesville,  held  an  organization  meeting  in  the  town.  L.  Bruce  Wynne 
of  the  Memorial  Baptist  Church,  Williamston,  was  chosen  moderator, 
and  the  late  J.  Sam  Getsinger,  of  the  Williamston  church,  was  named 
clerk  for  the  meeting.  W.  B.  Harrington,  a  county  Baptist  minister, 
and  W.  R.  Burrell,  pastor  of  the  Williamston  church,  attended  the 
organization  session. 

Opinions  were  sought  and  0.  Wendell  Hamilton  explained  that 
traveling  was  difficult  at  times,  that  a  local  church  would  be  more 
convenient  and  be  in  a  better  position  to  advance  religious  activities. 
C.  A.  Askew,  Sr.,  A.  L.  Modlin  and  J.  W.  Martin  voiced  similar  views. 
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The  organization  was  perfected  and  the  new  church  was  to  be  known 
as  Jamesville  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  The  Philadelphia 
Declaration  of  Faith,  printed  in  the  church  record  book  and  embracing 
the  eighteen  articles  of  faith,  was  adopted. 

The  following  officers  were  elected:  0.  W.  Hamilton,  C.  A.  Askew 
and  C.  T.  Gaines,  trustees;  Mrs.  Pennie  Martin,  Mrs.  Clara  Gaines,  C. 
T.  Gaines  and  R.  C.  Sexton,  deaconesses  and  deacons;  and  Mrs.  Carrie 
Anderson,  treasurer. 

The  charter  members,  including  those  on  the  roll  at  the  time  and 
those  who  affiliated  with  the  church  within  six  months,  were:  G.  M. 
Anderson,  Carrie  Anderson,  C.  A.  Askew,  Sr.,  and  Jr.,  Delia  Askew, 
Clifford  Corey,  Esther  Marie  Corey,  Lillian  Corey,  C.  T.  Gaines,  Clara 
Gaines,  0.  J.  Gaylord,  William  Gaylord,  Ella  Mae  Gaylord,  Pauline  A. 
Gaylord,  Mildred  Glass,  Alfred  Glass,  J.  Sam  Godard,  Rachel  Godwin, 
J.  W.  Long,  Lucia  Long,  C.  B.  Martin,  Hugh  M.  Martin,  R.  P.  Martin, 
Jack  Martin,  Lucy  Gray  Martin,  Pennie  Martin,  Emma  Martin,  R.  C. 
Sexton  and  Addie  Williams. 

The  church  has  had  the  following  pastors:  The  Revs.  George 
Leggett,  A.  Corey  and  W.  B.  Harrington  until  1957;  Van  Wheeler  (1959- 
1962),  James  McKinney  (1963-1966),  Gerald  Bryson  (1966-1967),  Ed- 
ward Griffin  (1967-1969),  Wade  H.  Gainey  (1969-1972).  The  Rev.  Robert 
Lee  served  as  pastor  for  about  two  years.  The  Rev.  J.  N.  Baggett  of 
Bertie  County  is  the  present  pastor. 

The  church  building  was  remodeled  and  enlarged  in  1971,  and  now 
has  about  130  members  on  its  roll. 

It  was  learned  from  the  clerk  of  Cedar  Branch  Baptist  Church,  that 
the  Rev.  A.  Corey  and  the  Rev.  George  Leggett  of  Bertie  co-pastored 
the  Jamesville  mission  until  1928  at  which  time  the  Rev.  W.  B. 
Harrington  began  his  ministry. 

The  present  board  of  deacons  is  composed  of  0.  W.  Hamilton,  C.  A. 
Askew,  C.  T.  Gaines,  Grady  Davenport,  Elmer  Boyd,  David  Evans, 
Richard  Wayne  Bell  and  William  Scott. 

Information  was  gained  from  0.  W.  Hamilton  and  C.  A.  Askew. 

Church  of  Christ 

In  the  late  1940 's  a  small  group  of  religious  people,  led  by  Edwin 
Hodges  Ellis  and  his  wife,  started  holding  services  in  the  home  of  his 
mother,  marking  the  beginning  of  the  Jamesville  Church  of  Christ. 
The  abandoned  Jamesville  Primitive  Baptist  Church  building  was 
used  for  services  several  months  until  Luther  Hardison,  the  last 
surviving  member  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church,  deeded  the 
property  to  Jamesville  Woman's  Club  in  1949. 
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During  a  brief  period  the  Church  of  Christ  was  without  a  central 
place  for  worship.  Later  they  purchased  the  building  near  the  railroad 
on  Highway  171  formerly  used  by  Jamesville  Christian  Church.  Many 
improvements  were  made  to  the  building  inside  and  out,  and  the 
denomination  continues  its  worship  services  there. 

Jamesville  Assembly  of  God 

In  the  spring  of  1953  Mrs.  Nettie  Pierce  and  her  sister,  Nellie,  of 
Windsor,  visited  the  Barber  Town  section  of  Jamesville  Township  and 
held  prayer  meetings  each  Tuesday  evening  of  the  week  in  the  home  of 
Charlie  Moore.  Later  the  Rev.  Raymond  Hoggard,  also  of  Windsor, 
came  to  the  community.  Still  later  the  Rev.  Curtis  Farmer  of 
Aulander  started  his  work  and  advanced  the  congregation's  activities. 
Service  at  the  time  were  held  in  a  store  operated  by  Dillon  Padgett. 

In  1954  Paul  Barber,  member  of  the  Martin  County  Board  of  Com- 
missioners, gave  the  church  a  site  for  a  house  of  worship.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Farmer  remained  with  the  church  until  the  building  was  com- 
pleted. A  piano  was  donated  by  Mrs.  Narcissie  Griffin.  The 
Jamesville  Assembly  of  God  now  has  19  members  on  its  roll. 

Information  gained  from  Mr.  Georgie  Barber. 

Jamesville  Pentecostal  Holiness  Church 
In  1960  members  of  Williamston  Pentecostal  Holiness  Church,  with 
the  assistance  of  B.  S.  Leggett,  built  a  church  in  Jamesville,  and  the 
Pentecostal  Holiness  Conference  assigned  a  minister,  W.  0.  Foreman, 
there  in  1962.  It  is  not  known  just  how  long  the  first  assigned  minister 
remained,  but  it  is  thought  the  period  was  less  than  a  year. 

Apparently  little  interest  was  created  and  it  was  said  that 
assigned  ministers  would  attend  only  one  service.  Ministers  from 
other  churches  would  hold  occasional  services,  and  by  1972  the  church 
ceased  to  function.  The  new  members  there  were  then  invited  to  go 
either  with  the  churches  at  Williamston  or  Plymouth,  but  none  af- 
filiated with  either  one. 

The  building  was  sold  on  January  23, 1974,  to  James  Vick,  who  made 
plans  to  convert  it  into  a  home. 

Information  on  the  Jamesville  church  was  gained  from  the  Rev. 
Tim  B.  Henry. 

The  Society  of  Friends'  Church  (Quakers) 
Living  in  Terra  Haute,  Indiana,  at  the  time,  the  Rev.  James  Vance 
Price,  a  Martin  native,  felt  a  deep  concern  for  his  people  back  home 
who  were  not  members  of  any  church.  Following  his  return  to  the 
county,  Mr.  Price,  aided  by  his  wife,  Lena  Majors  Price,  began  holding 
services  in  the  home  of  his  step-mother,  Mrs.  Ada  Simpson  Price,  in  or 
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about  1965.  Later,  services  were  held  in  an  empty  store  in  Barber 
Town,  not  far  from  Jamesville.  Most  of  the  group  attending  the  early 
services  were  family  groups. 

In  1970  the  church,  located  on  the  Brown  Road  in  Jamesville 
Township,  was  fully  organized  and  enrolled  that  year  in  Central 
Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  (Quakers).  The  store  building  was  pur- 
chased and  moved  to  its  present  site.  Three  lots  at  the  new  location 
were  bought  for  future  expansion.  The  building  has  been  remodeled, 
and  plans  are  being  made  to  build  a  new  house  of  worship  and  use  the 
present  building  as  a  parsonage. 

Regular  services  are  held  every  Sunday  and  prayer  meetings  are 
held  during  the  week.  Alfred  Price  is  the  Sunday  school  superin- 
tendent. The  Rev.  James  Vance  Price  is  the  pastor,  and  the  roll 
carries  the  name  of  about  35  members. 

The  charter  members  are  the  Rev.  James  V.  Price,  Lena  Majors 
Price,  Alfred  Price,  Shirley  Price,  Larry  Price,  Betty  Price,  Julia 
Price,  Peggy  Price,  Wayne  Price,  Ray  Carter,  Jimmy  Carter,  Mildred 
Carter  and  C.  B.  Carter,  Jr. 

The  minister  also  operates  a  nursing  home. 
Uniontown  (Free  Union)  Church  of  Christ  (Disciples  of  Christ) 

Welch's  Creek  Church  of  Christ  (Disciples)  mothered  several  chur- 
ches in  the  county,  including  Uniontown  (Free  Union)  and  others  at 
Fairview  and  Poplar  Run  (Poplar  Chapel). 

The  Uniontown  congregation  withdrew  from  the  mother  church  in  or 
about  1854,  and  became  all  black  and  Indian.    The  Welch's  Creek 
congregation  consisted  of  whites,  free  Negroes,  slaves  and  Indians. 
After  the  congregation  included  only  blacks  and  Indians,  a  white 
minister,  Elder  John  Gurganus,  continued  to  pastor  the  church. 

The  oldest  black  congregation  in  the  county,  Uniontown  mothered 
the  Martin  County  Convention  which  grew  into  the  Washington-Norfolk 
District,  Disciples  of  Christ.  The  district  now  has  66  churches  and 
approximately  20,000  members,  reaching  from  Tidewater  Virginia  to 
Washington,  N.  C. 

The  first  non-white  minister,  Elder  Alfred  "Offie"  Pettiford,  was 
carried  at  one  time  on  the  "O'Kellyite"  Christian  Church  ministerial 
rolls.  He  was  succeeded  by  Elder  Wm.  Anthony  "Bill  Ant'ly"  James, 
who  served  at  one  time  as  chief  of  the  district.  James  took  a  leave  of 
absence  in  1874  and  Elder  Joseph  F.  Whitley  of  Pantego  served  as 
interim  pastor.  Returning  in  1895,  James  served  the  church  con- 
tinuously until  his  death  in  1923. 

The  present  church  building  is  located  at  the  northern  end  of  Mill 
Pond  Road  near  the  center  of  the  Free  Union  community.  Members 
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were  formerly  baptised  about  two  miles  away  in  the  mill  pond  of 
Welch's  Creek  at  the  other  end  of  Mill  Pond  Road. 

Weeping  Mary  Baptist  Church 

Organized  in  1867,  Weeping  Mary  Baptist  Church  is  one  of  the  oldest 
colored  churches  in  Jamesville  Township.  The  Rev.  Abram  Mabane 
was  instrumental  in  forming  the  church  and  served  as  its  first  pastor. 

When  first  organized  it  was  known  as  Saint  John  Baptist  Church,  but 
when  the  church  was  moved  to  its  present  site  the  name  was  changed 
to  Weeping  Mary. 

The  progress  of  the  church  is  traceable  to  tireless  efforts  of  several 
of  its  organizations,  including  the  Faithful  Fifty  Club  and  Weeping 
Mary  Steering  Club  which  promoted  special  programs  and  other  fund- 
raising  activities  to  finance  church  renovations  and  beautification. 

Included  in  the  list  of  pastors  of  the  church  are:  the  Revs.  Abram 
Mabane,  John  Westley,  George  Lee,  J.  A.  Garrett,  B.  K.  Sykes,  S.  P. 
Knight,  C.  M.  Cartwright,  W.  A.  Taylor,  R.  R.  Cartwright,  J.  W.  Faulk, 
J.  E.  Tillett,  W.  H.  Trotman,  W.  J.  Moore,  A.  R.  Winborne  and  John  H. 
Taylor,  Jr. 

Information  was  gained  from  Mrs.  Rebecca  Keyes  and  other 
members  of  the  church. 

Hood  Temple  A.M.E.  Zion  Church 

Little  authoritative  data  could  be  had,  but  land  for  Hood  Temple 
A.M.E.  Zion  Church,  corner  of  Highways  64  and  171  in  Jamesville,  was 
deeded  by  Putman  and  Helen  Shepherd  to  the  church  trustees  on 
November  18, 1876.  It  was  one  of  the  first  colored  churches  organized 
in  the  township  following  the  Civil  War.  The  trustees  were  John  P. 
Moore,  Henry  Spruill,  R.  Riddick,  Eli  Marriner,  Thomas  Lilley, 
Benjamin  Hester  and  Lews  Jolly. 

The  original  building  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  July,  1972,  and  was 
replaced  by  a  masonry  brick  building. 

Mount  Carmel  Chuch  of  Christ  (Disciples) 

Mount  Carmel  Church  of  Christ  (Disciples)  was  founded  about  79 
years  ago  in  the  town  of  Jamesville.  In  1895  Elder  Henry  Speller  of 
Windsor  visited  in  Jamesville  and  organized  the  church,  and  in  1900 
one-half  acre  of  land  was  sold  by  U.  S.  and  Mary  Virginia  Hassell  for 
$75  to  the  trustees,  George  R.  Rascoe,  George  F.  Cordon  and  David 
Walker. 

In  1941  a  small  tract  of  land  adjoining  the  church  property  was 
bought  from  J.  Sam  Godard  and  wife,  Mary  E.  Godard.  The  adjoining 
land  was  deeded  to  George  F.  Cordon,  Jr.,  Dave  Walker  and  Ed  Bell, 
trustees.  The  church  property  is  located  on  James ville's  Stewart 
Street. 
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The  charter  members  included:  George  F.  Cordon,  George  R. 
Rascoe,  Steven  Staton,  Vina  Staton,  Dave  Walker,  Mollie  Cordon 
Langley,  George  F.  Cordon,  Jr.,  and  West  Woolard. 

The  rolls  of  pastors  included:  Elders  Ivory  Keys,  John  Green,  Ben 
Gibber,  General  Norman,  Harmon  Peele,  Claude  Winstead,  William 
Slade  and  Henry  Harvey. 

Information  about  the  church  was  furnished  by  William  Cordon, 
member  and  grandson  of  Trustee  George  F.  Cordon,  Sr.,  and  son  of 
Charter  Member  George  F.  Cordon,  Jr. 

Promise  Land  Church  of  Christ 

Located  in  the  Piney  Woods  (Dardens)  area,  the  Promise  Land 
Church  of  Christ  came  into  being  in  1937  when  Columbus  and  Josephine 
James  donated  land  for  a  site.  The  trustees  were:  the  Reverends 
Llewellyn  Keys,  Addie  Lee  Keys  and  Sarah  Boston. 

Soon  after  its  organization  the  church  was  enrolled  in  the 
Washington  (N.C.)  and  Norfolk  Assembly. 

Starting  with  as  few  as  six  members,  the  church  now  has  on  its  roll 
about  forty  members. 

Taking  a  prominent  part  in  the  early  history  of  the  church  were  at 
least  seven  ministers:  the  Reverends  Claude  Winston,  Dave  Wallace, 
Wilbur  Keys,  Alfred  Stevenson,  Walter  Brothers,  Robert  Butt  and 
Steely. 

The  Rev.  John  Armstrong  is  currently  pastor ing  the  church. 
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CHAPTER  IV 


WILLIAMS  TOWNSHIP  CHURCHES 

Picot  Primitive  Baptist  Church 

Located  on  Highway  64  about  half  way  from  Williamston  to 
Jamesville,  near  Mendenhall's  store,  Picot  Primitive  Baptist  Meeting 
House  was  recognized  as  a  branch  or  wing  of  Skewarkey  Church  for 
several  years. 

On  June  8,  1827,  the  members  petitioned  Skewarkey  for  letters  of 
dismissal,  the  group  explaining  it  wanted  a  regularly  constituted 
church.  Names  of  the  petitioners  follow: 

Nancy  Swain,  Salley  Smithwick,  Elizabeth  Leggett,  John  G.  Smith- 
wick,  Hannah  Smithwick,  Sarah  Moore,  Joshua  Robason,  Jr., 
Elisabeth  Bayner,  Susannah  Smithwick,  Kenneth  Lanier,  Eleanor 
Lanier,  Jesse  Moore,  Edward  Mizelle,  Fanny  Moore,  Salley  Maudlin, 
Nancy  Maudlin,  Teresha  Mizelle,  Harriet  Smithwick,  Eleanor  Smith- 
wick, Smithwick  Wheatley,  Mary  Robason,  Martha  Hardison,  Martha 
Robason,  Mary  Harrison,  Alice  Swain,  Mary  Williams,  William  Smith- 
wick, William  Cooper,  Rosey  Moore,  Faney  Moore.  Elisabeth  Bowen, 
Crissy  Robason,  Isabelle  Smithwick  and  Mary  Smithwick;  blacks: 
Hector,  Eve,  Liddia,  Pheby,  Nancy  Rose,  Suckey,  Polly,  Jacob,  Fillis, 
Judah,  Finba,  Zelpha,  Ludah,  Penney  and  Joshua. 

Most  of  Picot's  ministers  were  visitors,  the  church  having  few 
pastors  of  its  own.  When  his  home  was  destroyed  by  fire  during  the 
Civil  War  below  Jamesville,  Clayton  Moore  bargained  for  use  of  the 
church,  pledging  a  lot  in  the  town  of  Jamesville  for  the  removal  of  the 
church  there  after  the  war.  Moore  contributed  generously  for  the 
erection  of  the  Jamesville  church  building.  Most  of  the  members  at 
Picot  transferred  to  Jamesville,  the  others  going  to  Skewarkey  mostly. 

There  are  no  signs  of  the  old  church  building  to  be  seen  today. 

The  building  was  on  the  plantation  of  Dr.  (?)  Julian  Picot,  ap- 
parently of  French  descent.  The  church  could  have  been  named  after 
him. 

Holly  Springs  Methodist  Church 
Holly  Springs  Methodist  Church  was  organized  about  1850,  but  little 
can  be  learned  about  the  congregation  until  1853,  when  the  Rev.  J. 
Carson  was  sent  by  the  conference  to  preach  in  Edgecombe,  Pitt  and 
Martin  counties.  He  is  believed  to  have  been  the  first  ordained 
minister  of  the  church. 
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It  is  assumed  that  the  first  church  building  was  constructed  between 
1850  and  1853,  when  Carson  first  came  to  the  county. 

Located  about  one-half  mile  down  a  dirt  road  beside  the  present 
property,  the  first  church  building  was  moved  during  the  Civil  War  to 
the  current  site  on  Highway  64  near  the  road  leading  to  Farm  Life.  The 
late  Chas.  L.  Daniel,  an  active  figure  in  the  church  and  Sunday  school 
for  many  years,  once  said  the  first  building  was  moved  from  its  first 
location  about  ten  years  after  it  was  organized. 

A  new  church  building  was  constructed  during  the  1900-1904 
pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  H.  Sutton.  On  September  18,  1904,  the 
Rev.  T.  A.  Smoot  of  Fayetteville  preached  the  dedicatory  sermon.  At 
the  dedication  the  Yarrell  family  presented  the  church  a  silver  and 
gold-lined  communion  service. 

During  the  Rev.  T.  W.  Lee's  pastorate,  1926-1928,  the  church  was 
enlarged,  and  more  recently  additional  Sunday  school  rooms  were 
built  and  entire  building  brick  veneered. 

For  many  years  Holly  Springs  was  in  the  Williamston  circuit  or 
charge  and  was  served  by  the  Williamston  ministers.  When 
Williamston  Methodist  Church  went  full  time,  Holly  Springs  was 
placed  in  the  Jamesville  Charge  with  the  church  there  and  Siloam  in 
Williams  Township. 

The  Rev.  George  Eubanks  is  the  present  pastor.  The  church  has  now 
125  or  more  members. 

The  main  current  officers  at  Holly  Springs  are:  R.  J.  Hardison,  lay 
leader;  Clyde  Williams,  James  H.  Roberson,  and  Melburn  Hardison, 
trustees;  Hugh  Payne,  Fred  Hardison,  R.  J.  Hardison  and  Wayne 
Manning,  finance  committee;  Dewitt  Hardison,  Bobby  Long  and  Bill 
Brown,  nominating  committee;  Hugh  Payne,  treasurer;  Reuben 
Williams,  chairman  council  of  ministries;  Mrs.  Bill  Brown,  secretary 
of  enlistments;  Dewitt  Hardison,  superintendent  of  study  program; 
May  Daniels,  membership  secretary;  Elizabeth  Bailey,  health  and 
welfare  representative;  Fred  Hardison,  Elizabeth  Bailey  and  Mrs. 
Albert  Roberson,  pastor-parish  relations  committee. 

Until  it  was  included  about  1956  in  the  Jamesville  Charge, 
Williamston  ministers  served  Holly  Springs. 

Reviewing  a  portion  of  the  early  Holly  Springs  history,  Mrs.  James 
H.  Roberson  said:  "The  Rev.  John  S.  Short  was  born  June  2,  1827, 
converted  in  1848,  licensed  to  preach  about  1850.  He  was  ordained 
deacon  in  1869  by  Bishop  Daggett. ..." 

"His  first  attempt  at  preaching  was  in  Holly  Springs  Church.  At  a 
prayer  meeting  the  people  expressed  the  desire  for  a  preacher.  He 
asked  Brother  Gibbons  to  send  a  preacher.  'Preach  yourself  was  the 


39 


reply  ;  and  he  did  preach.  Once  during  the  illness  of  the  pastor  he  was 
put  in  charge  of  the  Williamston  Circuit. 

''Owing  to  failing  health,  he  could  not  preach  often  in  his  later  years. 
He  died  May  12,  1884." 

Fairview  Church  of  Christ 

In  his  "Albemarle  Annals"  the  late  Chas.  C.  Ware,  a  recognized 
figure  in  the  religious  history  of  Christian  churches  in  North  Carolina, 
gives  the  history  of  Fairview  Christian  Church,  now  known  as  Fair- 
view  Church  of  Christ,  as  follows: 

It  is  in  the  open  country  south  of  Jamesville.  During  its  first  22  years 
it  was  known  as  Manning's  Schoolhouse.  Then  for  10  years  it  was 
nominally  joined  with  Jamesville  Christian  Chuch,  but  was 
reestablished  as  Fairview  in  1905.  It  was  enrolled  with  the  State's 
Disciples'  annual  meeting  on  October  10,  1874,  with  55  members,  of 
whom  27  had  been  newly  baptized.  For  "district  evangelizing"  that 
year  they  had  paid  $10;  for  regular  preaching,  $11.  Their  delegates  in 
their  state's  annual  meeting,  1874  to  1889,  were:  J.  P.  Moore,  A.  Lilley, 
Theodore  Long,  Eli  Gardner,  J.  W.  Griffin,  R.  W.  Perry.  Their  first 
clerks:  Wilson  Manning,  (1888);  Simon  E.  Hardison,  (1905).  Their 
church  property  valuation  in  1930  was  $1,000. 

The  statistical  table  for  their  State  Convention  minutes  for  1896 
records  that  its  45  members  had  "gone  in  with  Jamesville."  Not  until 
1905  did  it  reappear  as  Fairview,  reporting  50  members,  paying  $45  for 
that  year  for  preaching,  and  contributing  $11  to  brotherhood-related 
state,  home,  and  foreign  missions.  This  support  to  missions  they 
continued  faithfully  through  many  years. 

On  one  occasion  their  pastor  "visited  70  of  the  flock,  notwithstanding 
he  was  many  times  stuck  in  the  muddy  roads."  Consequently  this 
minister  on  January  5,  1936,  "had  a  large,  interested  crowd  at  the 
church." 

Membership  at  Fairview  was  reportedly  135  in  1950. 

The  Fairview  church  plant  was  enlarged  and  brick  veneered  a  few 
years  ago,  and  holds  a  high  ranking  among  the  rural  churches  in  this 
county. 

The  roll  of  ministers  at  Fairview  includes:  H.  S.  Gurganus,  1881- 
1889;  J.  R.  Winfield,  1882;  Henry  Winfield,  1883;  Stanley  Ayers,  1884;  J. 
W.  Gurganus,  1888;  J.  A.  Mizelle,  1911;  John  R.  Smith,  1912-1914;  C.  E. 
Lee,  1915-1921;  L.  T.  Holliday,  1922-1923;  R.  A.  Phillips,  1924-1925; 
Edgar  T.  Harris,  1926-1934;  G.  D.  Davis,  Sr.,  1935-1936;  D.  W.  Arnold, 
1937;  F.  A.  Lilley,  1939-1948;  P.  E.  Cayton,  1949-1972;  and  Rufus 
Walker,  1972—. 
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The  current  church  officers  include:  Floyd  Moore,  board  chairman; 
Phillip  Peaks,  vice  chairman  and  pulpit  committee;  Howard  Tyre, 
finance  chairman;  Bobby  Moore,  building  committee  chairman;  and 
Fred  Griffin,  public  relations  committee  chairman. 

Currently  serving  as  elders  are:  Floyd  Moore,  Wilbert  Gardner, 
Bobby  Moore,  Fred  Gardner  and  Tyre.  The  present  deacons  are: 
Marvin  Hardison,  Carl  B.  Gardner,  James  Perry,  Wendell  Griffin  and 
Ralph  Gardner. 

Siloam  Methodist  Church 

Prior  to  1875  there  is  little  recorded  history  of  Siloam  Methodist 
Church  in  Williams  Township.  Mrs.  Pearl  Sawyer,  a  present  member 
whose  parents  and  grandparents  were  among  the  early  members  of 
the  church,  told  Mrs.  Oscar  Davenport  about  the  church. 

Mrs.  Sawyer  stated  that  the  first  Siloam  church  was  burned  during 
the  Civil  War.  Organized  possibly  prior  to  the  war,  the  first  building 
stood  in  a  field  owned  by  a  Mr.  Mizell.  After  the  house  of  worship  was 
destroyed  by  fire  services  were  held  in  a  lodge  house  not  far  from  the 
present  home  of  Floyd  Moore  on  Highway  64. 

The  next  known  facts  about  Siloam  are  found  in  "Recollections  and 
Observations,"  a  book  published  in  1916  by  L.  L.  Nash,  D.D.  The 
doctor  recorded  that  he  was  sent  by  the  Wilmington  Conference  in  1875 
to  the  Williamston  Circuit.  His  appointments  were  Williamston, 
Hamilton,  Scotland  Neck,  Palmyra,  Jones  Chapel,  Williams  Chapel 
and  Holly  Springs.  During  his  stay  in  the  Williamston  circuit,  Dr.  Nash 
held  a  meeting  in  a  schoolhouse  a  few  miles  below  Williamston.  There 
were  fifty  accessions  to  the  church,  and  Siloam  was  organized. 

Wiggins  Hardison  purchased  the  Mizell  farm,  and  in  1876  he  deeded 
an  acre  in  the  corner  of  his  land  to  Robert  E.  Weathersbee,  Julius  S. 
Yarrell,  William  Carstarphen  and  John  S.  Short,  trustees  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

The  members  immediately  accepted  the  task  of  building  a  house  of 
worship.  Because  they  had  no  convenient  place  of  worship  of  their 
own,  the  colored  people  volunteered  their  services,  cutting  and  hewing 
logs.  The  completed  house  of  worship  was  about  40  by  50  feet.  A  few 
crude  seats  were  fashioned,  but  the  seating  capacity  was  far  from 
adequate  to  seat  both  races  that  worshiped  there.  It  was  said  that 
"Uncle"  Dick  Hardison,  a  former  slave  who  enjoyed  worshiping  there, 
carried  a  stump  into  the  church  for  his  seat.  The  old  stump  remained 
in  the  church  for  years.  A  number  of  the  colored  females,  including 
Rachel  Jones,  Harriet  Hardison  and  Morning  Griffin,  were  members 
of  the  choir.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Downs  was  pastor  of  the  church  when  the 
building  was  erected. 
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On  the  Williamston  and  Jamesville  road,  the  church  members  in 
1952  decided  to  move  it  around  and  have  it  face  a  short  road  connecting 
the  old  road  with  Highway  64,  with  the  Seaboard-Coast  Line  railroad 
running  between  the  church  and  Highway  64. 

Dedicated  members  have  accomplished  much  in  advancing  the 
progress  and  programs  of  the  church  over  the  years.  Quite  a  few 
members  of  the  church  are  buried  in  the  cemetery  plot  in  the  church 
yard. 

The  Rev.  George  Eubanks  is  pastor  of  the  church  at  this  time. 

Listed  among  the  officers  at  Siloam  are:  Asa  Moore,  lay  leader;  Asa 
Roberson,  James  Williams  and  Milton  Bennett,  trustees;  Wayne 
Gardner,  James  Williams,  Anne  Whittington  and  Dorothy  Wells, 
committee  on  nominations;  Asa  Moore,  treasurer;  Lucy  Gardner, 
superintendent  of  study  program;  Kaye  Bennett,  membership 
secretary;  Dorothy  Wells,  health  and  welfare  representative,  and 
Milton  Bennett  and  Deulon  Heath,  pastor-parish  relations.  Pearl 
Sawyer  is  chairman  of  music  and  worship  in  the  work  area  group. 

Siloam  was  in  the  Roper  Charge  until  it  was  transferred  when  the 
Jamesville  Charge  was  created. 

Riddick's  Grove  Missionary  Baptist 

Organized  about  1888,  Riddick's  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
was  first  centered  in  a  one-room  log  house,  but  little  can  be  learned 
about  its  activities  until  October  11,  1894,  when  Noah  Riddick  and  his 
wife,  Charley,  deeded  one-third  of  an  acre  of  land  to  the  church 
deacons,  N.  J.  Hopkins  and  James  Cassell,  "for  the  purpose  of  a 
church  and  place  of  Divine  worship."  The  parcel  of  land  ran  from 
Moses  Andrews'  corner  on  Mill  Road  for  about  75  yards  to  a  stake, 
thence  across  the  field  to  a  post  oak.  The  present  church  is  a  short 
distance  from  the  Holly  Springs-Farm  Life  road. 

Thomas  Green  was  the  first  minister  to  serve  the  church.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Bitha  Leggett.  A  native  resident  of  Bertie  County, 
Leggett  would  row  a  canoe  up  Roanoke  River  and  into  Peter  Swamp  a 
short  distance.  Making  his  boat  fast,  the  preacher  would  then  move  on 
foot  to  the  church.  Bitha  Leggett  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  George. 
The  church  was  without  an  appointed  minister  for  some  years.  During 
that  time  the  Revs.  Chas.  H.  Dickey  and  W.  R.  Burrell  held  services  on 
the  third  Sunday  afternoons.  Leaving  the  Primitive  Baptist  Faith  in 
the  1920's,  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Harrington  was  named  pastor  at  Riddick's 
Grove,  serving  at  the  same  time  the  Piney  Grove,  Cedar  Branch  and 
Jamesville  Missionary  Baptist  churches.  When  Mr.  Harrington's 
health  failed,  he  was  succeeded  in  1956  by  the  Rev.  Thermon  Griffin, 
who  has  served  the  church  since  that  time. 
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In  1974,  the  following  comprised  the  board  of  deacons:  Sherwood 
Taylor,  chairman;  Ben  J.  Hopkins,  Reginald  Coltrain,  Taylor  Jones, 
Stancil  Gardner,  Arthur  Simpson,  Jasper  Jones,  Adrian  Hardison, 
Dillon  Wynne  and  Kader  Lilley. 

The  membership  is  now  in  the  process  of  remodeling  the  building  to 
make  it  into  a  complete  functional  church  plant. 

The  church,  with  160  members,  maintains  burial  plots  in  its  yard. 

Information  about  the  church  was  furnished  by  Rose  Lilley  and  Ben 
J.  Hopkins. 

Peter  Swamp  Primitive  Baptist  Church 

Although  it  is  without  members,  the  Peter  Swamp  Primitive  Baptist 
Church  continues  to  hold  services  once  a  month,  members  from  other 
Primitive  Baptist  churches  gathering  there  to  maintain  an  almost  100- 
year  tradition. 

Elder  Sylvester  Hassell  in  1878  helped  organize  the  church  and  build 
a  house  of  worship  for  the  little  group. 

Elder  Alfred  Hilliard  was  listed  as  the  first  pastor.  The  years 
exacted  a  membership  toll,  the  last  member,  Ransome  Knight,  dying 
about  five  years  ago. 

Located  just  off  Highway  64  near  the  No.  90  service  station,  the 
church  had  the  following  charter  members:  Amanda  Spruill,  Vinnie 
Roberts,  Elvanie  Lanier,  Bettie  Ann  Lanier,  Chelsie  Hilliard,  Amanda 
Yates,  Katie  Lanier,  Willoughby  Lanier,  Wiley  Lanier,  Brutus  Biggs, 
Charles  Yates  and  Augustus  Lanier. 

The  facts  about  the  church  were  gained  from  Mrs.  Mayo  Jones,  now 
75  years  of  age,  whose  mother,  Bettie  Ann  Lanier,  was  a  charter 
member.  * 

Bethlehem  A.M.E.  Zion  Methodist 

Bethlehem  A.M.E.  Zion  Methodist  Church  dates  back  to  November 
17, 1881,  when  Hardy  and  Lucenda  Riddick  deeded  a  parcel  of  land  to 
Willie  Jones,  Joshua  Griffin,  George  Nichols  and  Linda  Reddick, 
trustees. 

Located  on  Highway  64  near  the  intersection  of  the  Old  Mill  road,  the 
church  adjoined  the  old  Bethlehem  school,  which  was  later  con- 
solidated with  the  Goddard  school. 

Among  the  early  church  members  were:  Isam,  Willie,  and  John 
Jones,  Joshua  Griffin,  George  Nichols,  Octavious  Lanier  and  Emma 
G.  Lanier.  Five  generations  of  one  family  have  been  members  at 
Bethlehem:  Isam  Jones,  father;  Willis  Jones,  son;  John  Jones,  grand- 
son; Henderson  Jones,  great-grandson;  and  Booker  T.  Lanier,  a  great- 
great-grandson.  Two  members  of  the  family,  Henderson  Jones  and  his 
nephew,  Booker  T.  Lanier,  are  presently  trustees  of  the  church. 
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With  a  membership  of  about  35,  the  church  is  enrolled  in  the 
Albemarle  Conference.  The  Rev.  Thomas  McPherson  is  the  pastor. 

Just  recently  the  members  constructed  a  modern  house  of  worship, 
and  removed  the  old  structure. 

Goddard  Hill  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ) 

An  interesting  story  centers  around  the  Goddard  Hill  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ).  Moving  to  Williams  Township  from  Washington 
County  the  latter  part  of  the  nineteenth  century,  Elder  W.  P.  Powell 
founded  the  church  in  1900.  Powell,  a  farmer,  had  his  first  ministerial 
experience  in  Plymouth,  and  was  the  first  pastor  at  Goddard  Hill. 

The  first  services  were  held  under  a  bush  shelter  just  across  the 
Jones  road  and  in  front  of  the  present  structure.  For  years  the 
membership  consisted  mostly  of  the  Powell  father  and  mother  and 
their  eighteen  children,  gradually  branching  out  to  include  others, 
including  a  present-day  member,  Willie  Ann  Knight  Wallace.  A  family 
of  Hardisons  lived  nearby  and  they  affiliated  with  the  church. 

The  lot  where  services  were  held  under  a  bush  shelter  in  the  early 
days  was  sold  to  Martin  County  Board  of  Education.  A  one-room 
school  was  built,  and  the  board  allowed  Powell  to  conduct  services 
there  for  a  few  years. 

As  the  church  membership  increased,  Powell  began  making  plans 
for  a  house  of  worship.  Uniontown  or  Free  Union,  the  mother  church  in 
Jamesville  Township,  sent  Elder  Irvin  Keyes  to  conduct  a  meeting.  He 
noted  how  diligently  the  members  were  working  to  build  the  church. 
Logs  were  cut  and  hauled  to  Hardison's  Mill  to  be  made  into  lumber. 
When  the  building  was  completed  it  was  called  Goddard  Hill  Meeting 
House. 

When  the  old  Goddard  school  building  was  destroyed  by  fire,  the 
pupils  went  across  the  road  and  the  six-month  sessions  were  held  in  the 
comparatively  new  church. 

Over  a  period  of  years  additions  were  made  to  the  building,  and  in 
1966  a  new  church  structure  replaced  the  old  one. 

Elder  Powell  died  in  1953  at  the  age  of  96  years,  leaving  a  life's  work 
in  religion  behind.  In  his  last  active  years  he  trained  young  men  to  be 
deacons,  and  chose  Elder  David  Griffin  to  carry  on  as  pastor,  a  task  he 
still  performs. 

The  church  now  has  about  109  on  its  rolls. 

Information  about  Goddard  Hill  Church  was  gained  from  Dallas 
Lyons  and  Marie  Smith,  a  granddaughter  of  Elder  Powell. 

Saint  James  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Organized  about  1912,  St.  James  Missionary  Baptist  Church  first 
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held  services  in  a  schoolhouse  in  the  woods  in  the  Goddard  Hill  area  of 
Williams  Township  between  Williams  ton  and  Jamesville. 

Serving  as  its  first  pastor,  Elder  Abner  James,  with  an  expanding 
membership,  started  the  construction  of  a  church  building  about 
where  the  late  Lizzie  Roberts  house  is  now  located.  Ten  or  twelve 
years  later,  when  his  health  began  to  fail,  Elder  James  was  succeeded 
by  Elder  Bowen,  who  served  about  twelve  years  as  pastor.  Other 
pastors  included  the  Rev.  Zed  Powell,  who  served  six  or  seven  years, 
and  the  Rev.  George  Brown.  While  Brown  was  pastor  he  and  his 
congregation  built  a  new  church  on  the  main  Williamston  and 
Jamesville  highway.  Brown  did  not  serve  in  the  new  church,  one 
report  stating  he  left  to  pastor  a  larger  church.  The  Rev.  John  Chance, 
Sr.,  was  the  first  pastor  in  the  new  building.  In  1940,  the  elder  Chance's 
son,  the  Rev.  John  Chance,  Jr.,  became  the  pastor. 

Information  about  St.  James  Church  was  gained  from  Mrs.  Mayo 
Jones,  a  member. 
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CHAPTER  V 

GRIFFINS  TOWNSHIP  CHURCHES 

Smithwick's  Creek  Primitive  Baptist  Church 

Smithwick's  Creek  Primitive  Baptist  Church  dates  back  to  the  year 
1801,  when  Elder  Joseph  Biggs,  from  the  church  at  Skewarkey,  would 
go  out  into  the  neighborhood  of  Smithwick's  Creek  and  preach  about 
twice  a  year. 

In  the  spring  of  1801,  after  Elder  Biggs  had  finished  addressing  a 
congregation  at  the  home  of  Hardy  Stallings  James  Daniel  came 
forward  and  related  his  experiences  to  Elder  Biggs  and  was  received 
as  a  member  of  Skewarkey.  After  more  preaching  by  Elder  Biggs, 
more  and  more  were  converted.  Elder  Biggs  soon  requested  from 
Skewarkey  that  conferences  be  held  for  these  members  in  the  Smith- 
wick's Creek  neighborhood.  Soon  Elder  Biggs  began  preaching  two 
days  quarterly. 

Living  at  so  great  a  distance,  the  members  soon  petitioned  for  a 
dismission  from  Skewarkey  in  order  to  become  a  constituted  church  to 
themselves.  This  was  granted. 

On  the  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  November,  1803,  Elder 
Biggs  preached  at  the  home  of  Joshua  Robason.  At  this  time  a 
covenant  on  their  confession  of  faith  and  a  decorum,  or  rules  of  con- 
ference, was  drawn  up  by  Elder  Biggs  at  the  request  of  those  members 
who  had  been  dismissed  from  Skewarkey.  The  members  then  went 
into  conference  and  chose  Elder  Joseph  Biggs  as  moderator  and  Kader 
Biggs  to  act  as  clerk.  It  was  agreed  to  call  Elder  Biggs  to  attend  them 
as  an  occasional  pastor  and  that  all  future  conferences  would  be  held 
on  the  fourth  Saturday  and  Sunday  in  each  month. 

The  December  conference  (1803)  was  held  in  the  home  of  John  Peal. 
At  this  time  it  was  resolved  that  the  church  be  known  and  distinguished 
in  the  future  by  the  name  of  "Smithwick's  Creek  Church." 

The  first  deacons  to  serve  the  church  were  Hardy  Stallings  and  Noah 
Perry.  They  were  elected  in  January,  1804.  At  this  time  Abram  Tice 
was  given  a  certificate  by  Elder  Biggs  and  was  assigned  as  an  oc- 
casional pastor. 

At  the  conference  held  in  March,  1804,  at  Hardy  Stallings'  home,  it 
was  agreed  that  in  the  future  all  conferences  would  be  held  at  the 
meeting  house  on  Swain's  Branch  and  would  be  known  as  the  Smith- 
wick's Creek  Meeting  House. 
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Some  of  the  first  members  of  the  church  were:  Abram  Tice,  Hardy 
Stallings,  Noah  Perry,  Jesse  Stallings,  Henry  Robason,  William  Perry, 
William  Campbell,  Nancy  Perry  and  Nancy  Lanier. 

In  May,  1804,  it  was  agreed  that  all  of  the  churches  that  composed 
the  Flat  Swamp  union  meeting  would  correspond  by  letter  and 
delegate  with  each  other  at  all  regular  meetings  on  the  Friday  before 
their  yearly  meeting.  The  churches  in  the  union  were:  Smithwick's 
Creek,  Flat  Swamp,  Cross  Roads,  Morattock,  Conoho,  Little  Cone  toe. 
Skewarkey,  Tranter's  Creek  and  Great  Swamp. 

Micajah  Perry  and  Humphrey  Stallings  were  ordained  to  preach  in 
June,  1832. 

Fifteen  feet  were  built  on  the  south  end  of  the  meeting  house  and  all 
the  seats  were  backed  in  May,  1853.  Also  in  this  month  a  resolution  was 
made  that  the  Smithwick's  Creek  Meeting  House  belonged  to  the  Old 
School  Baptists  and  no  other  denominations  would  be  allowed  to 
preach  there. 

In  November,  1856,  more  land  was  purchased  for  the  use  of  the 
church  at  a  cost  of  $3.  The  land  began  at  the  branch  on  the  road,  then 
with  the  road  to  Wildwood  Point,  then  a  westerly  course  to  lightwood 
post,  then  a  south  course  to  the  branch,  then  down  the  branch  to  the 
road.  This  location  is  across  the  road  from  the  present  location. 

Between  the  December  and  January  conferences  (1896-1897)  the 
meeting  house  was  destroyed  by  fire.  A  building  committee,  com- 
posed of  David  Hardison,  Simon  D,  Ward,  Noah  Roberson,  Kader 
Lilley  and  William  H.  Daniel,  was  authorized  to  receive  contributions 
for  the  building  of  a  new  house.  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday 
in  February,  1897,  the  church  met  in  the  new  meeting  house.  The  first 
sermon  was  preached  by  Elder  Henry  Peel. 

In  1927  there  was  much  dissension  in  the  church  among  several 
members  and  elders.  They  manifested  unsoundness  in  the  church, 
declaring  that  their  pastor  used  expressions  that  were  not  in  the 
Scriptures.  Many  members  refused  to  accept  the  original  articles  of 
faith  that  were  drawn  up  in  1803. 

In  May,  1928,  the  4 'disorderly  faction"  went  into  conference  with 
nineteen  names  written  in  their  book.  They  set  aside  the  second 
Saturdays  and  Sundays  for  their  meeting  time. 

"On  March  24,  1930,  the  church  entered  a  contest  in  the  Superior 
Court  of  Martin  County  to  determine  its  rights  in  doctrine  and 
property.  After  hearing  evidence  for  a  week  the  jury  rendered  its 
verdict,  declaring  the  church  was  sound  in  doctrine  and  sole  owners  of 
the  property,  and  those  who  had  formed  themselves  in  an  alliance  and 
a  dissension  against  the  church,  and  withdrawing  themselves,  had  no 
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rights  whatsoever.  The  judge,  believed  to  have  been  biased,  set  the 
verdict  aside." 

In  September,  1934,  a  second  trial  was  held  and  the  plaintiffs,  or 
majority,  were  given  possession  of  the  property.  The  defendants,  or 
minority  group,  withdrew  and  built  the  Hayes  Swamp  Primitive 
Baptist  Church.  This  church  soon  became  divided  and  some  of  the 
members  worshiped  in  temporary  quarters  in  the  old  Lilley 's 
schoolhouse,  both  disappearing  in  time. 

Simon  D.  Griffin  and  wife  served  the  church  as  steward  and 
stewardess  for  many  years,  resigning  in  December,  1926.  Harmon 
Roberson  and  wife,  Henrietta,  were  appointed  to  this  office  in  July, 
1931. 

Pastors  who  have  served  the  church  are:  Elders  Joseph  Biggs, 
Abram  Tice,  Hosea  Lanier,  Humphrey  Stallings,  William  Whitaker, 
Henry  Peel,  Levi  Rogerson,  John  N.  Rogerson,  Ashley  D.  Mizell, 
William  B.  Harrington,  Newsome  H.  Harrison,  P.  E.  Getsinger,  Leon 
H.  Harrison  and  J.  T.  Prescott. 

Clerks  of  the  church  have  been:  Joshua  Robason,  Lovick  Lanier, 
Thomas  Bennett,  Henry  Peel,  Humphrey  Stallings,  David  Singleton, 
Hardy  Stallings,  John  L.  Ward,  S.  D.  Ward,  William  H.  Daniel,  Perlie 
E.  Getsinger  and  Asa  J.  Hardison. 

Deacons  who  have  served  are:  Hardy  Stallings,  Noah  Perry, 
Thomas  Tice,  Bethel  Leggett,  William  Daniel,  Eason  Lilley,  David  R. 
Daniel,  David  Hardison,  S.  D.  Ward,  L.  D.  Ward,  Kader  Lilley,  Har- 
mon J.  Manning,  Sylvester  Peel,  B.  McManning,  Lewis  H.  Roberson, 
Asa  J.  Hardison,  Willie  E.  Revels,  and  Walter  A.  Manning. 

(The  above  was  taken  from  a  copy  of  the  original  records  of  Smith- 
wick's  Creek  Primitive  Baptist  Church.  The  original  records  have 
been  deposited  in  Duke  Archives  for  preservation.  Copying  of  the 
original  was  done  by  Warren  H.  Biggs  and  Mrs.  Asa  H.  Crawford, 
March  10,  1938.) 

Elder  C.  B.  Hassell,  in  his  "Church  History"  offers  an  interesting 
review  of  Smithwick's  Creek  from  its  founding  until  1885,  as  follows : 

"This  church  was  at  first  a  branch  of  the  one  at  Skewarkey.  While  in 
that  condition  the  members  met  for  worship  at  the  residence  of  brother 
Joshua  Roberson  and  had  Elder  Joseph  Biggs  to  preach  for  them,  and 
the  church  was  eventually  constituted  in  brother  Roberson's  house. 
About  the  year  1803  or  1804  the  members  built  a  meeting  house  on 
Hayes'  Branch,  between  two  prongs  of  Smithwick's  Creek,  from  which 
creek  the  church  derived  its  name,  and  still  requested  Elder  Biggs  to 
serve  them  as  pastor,  which  he  consented  to  do,  and  served  them  as 
such  until  about  the  year  1820. 
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"Abraham  Tice,  a  member  of  this  church,  exercised  a  ministerial 
gift,  but  was  never  ordained  to  the  administration  of  gospel  or- 
dinances. Some  years  afterwards  Hosea  Lanier,  a  member  of  this 
church,  after  preaching  several  years,  was  ordained  by  Elders  Joseph 
Biggs  and  Luke  Ward;  yet,  notwithstanding  the  church  requested  it,  he 
never  gave  his  consent  to  take  the  pastoral  care  of  her.  He,  however, 
served  her  in  preaching  and  administering  ordinances  until  about  the 
year  1827  or  1828,  when  he  took  a  letter  of  dismission  from  her  and 
moved  to  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  settled  on  Harchie  River.  Then 
Humphrey  Stallings  and  Micajah  Perry,  both  members  of  this  church, 
commenced  preaching,  and  being  approved  of  by  the  church,  they 
were  at  her  request  ordained  by  Elders  Joseph  Biggs  and  Lemuel 
Ross.  Elder  Stallings  moved  to  Tennessee,  and  Elder  Perry  did  not 
live  many  years  to  serve  the  church  in  a  ministerial  capacity,  but  was 
sound  in  the  faith,  and  was  quite  gifted  in  spiritualizing  all  subjects 
that  were  presented  to  his  mind. 

"Elder  Jeremiah  Leggett  served  this  church  at  one  time,  but  he 
embraced  Arminian  or  free-will  tenets,  and  led  off  several  of  the 
members  into  error.  A  division  eventually  took  place,  when  the 
errorists  were  rejected  by  the  association,  and  those  members  holding 
to  the  old  Articles  of  Faith  and  the  ancient  practice  of  the  church  were 
held  to  be  the  true  church  of  Christ  at  Smithwick's  Creek. 

"The  church  then  went  down  into  a  low,  cold  state  for  many  years, 
with  but  very  few  members,  small  congregations  and  irregular 
preaching.  Elder  William  Whitaker,  whose  membership  was  at  Bear 
Grass,  was  considered  pastor  of  this  church  for  many  years,  but  he 
preached  for  them  but  seldom,  and  his  attendance  was  very  irregular. 
Elder  C.  B.  Hassell  and  others  visited  the  church  occasionally  while  in 
this  cold  state,  and  the  preaching,  praying,  sighing  and  groaning  of 
God's  people  were  not  all  in  vain,  for  the  Lord  broke  forth  at  last  in 
their  behalf,  and  a  season  of  refreshing  from  His  presence  was  ex- 
perienced by  the  saints  at  this  place.  Simon  D.  Ward,  a  young  man 
about  seventeen  years  old,  was  called  from  darkness  to  light  and 
desired  to  join  the  church.  His  father,  John  Ward,  and  his  brother, 
John  L.,  sought  to  prevent  it,  fearing  he  was  beside  himself,  and  would 
harm  himself  and  the  church  also.  He  was  only  kept  back  about  one 
month,  and  was  received  and  baptized  in  May,  1851.  This  was  the 
commencement  of  joyful  seasons.  In  July  following,  his  brother,  John 
L.,  and  others  were  received  into  the  church,  and  for  two  or  three  years 
the  church  was  blessed  with  the  addition  of  about  forty  members, 
nearly  all  of  whom  have  proved  useful  to  her  and  the  community  in 
which  they  lived. 
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"Her  clerks  since  1830  have  been  H.  Stallings,  David  Singleton  and 
John  L.  Ward.  Her  deacons  have  been,  since  then,  John  Hodges, 
Bethel  Leggett,  William  Daniel,  Eason  Lilly  and  David  Hardison. 

"Her  ministers,  raised  up  in  her  own  body,  have  been  Henry  Peal 
and  Levi  Rogerson,  who  were  licensed  to  exercise  their  gifts  in  June, 
1860,  and  ordained  in  March,  1864,  were  both  chosen  pastors  of  the 
church  in  the  place  of  Elder  William  Whitaker,  deceased.  Besides 
these  named,  Elders  Thomas  Biggs,  John  Ward,  Clayton  Moore, 
William  Gray  and  William  B.  Perry  have  supplied  this  church  by 
preaching  for  them  in  years  past.  And  Elder  Gray  moved  his  mem- 
bership to  it  from  Morattock  in  April,  1876,  where  it  remained  to  the 
period  of  his  death  in  1879." 

Taylor's  Chapel  (Disciples) 

Growing  out  of  Welch's  Creek,  the  mother  church,  Taylor's  Chapel 
(Disciples)  was  organized  in  1854,  the  second  oldest  of  the 
denomination  in  Martin  County.  The  organization  of  the  chapel  was 
perfected  during  a  revival  that  year,  when  31  new  members  were 
added  to  the  roll.  John  James  Coltrain,  (1814-1881),  a  resident  native, 
was  baptized  by  H.  D.  Cason  on  November  3,  1853,  and  Coltrain 
fathered  the  new  congregation.  Apparently  Coltrain  was  the  first 
pastor  of  the  new  church. 

On  October  14, 1854,  Taylor's  Chapel  was  enrolled  with  the  Disciples 
at  their  annual  state  meeting.  The  delegates  to  the  1854  convention 
were  J.J.  Coltrain,  H.  Stallings  and  Stanley  Stallings,  and  they  listed 
38  members. 

By  1873  the  roll  had  decreased  to  24  members  and  the  church  was 
discontinued.  Chas.  C.  Ware,  in  his  "Albemarle  Annals,"  says  "It  is 
plausible  to  infer  that  remnants  of  both  Welch's  Creek  and  Taylor's 
Chapel  went  into  the  making  of  nearby  Fairview  church  which  arose 
with  55  members  in  1874." 

What  Taylor  the  chapel  was  named  for  and,  with  scattering  ex- 
ceptions, other  pertinent  information  about  the  church  are  not  to  be 
found  today. 

C.  C.  Ware  in  his  "Albemarle  Annals"  said:  "J.  J.  Harper  (1841- 
1908),  founding  father  of  Atlantic  Christian  College,  gave  an  account  of 
the  first  sermon  of  his  notable  career.  He  preached  it  at  Taylor's 
Chapel  May  18, 1861.  He  described  the  chapel  building  as  'a  dilapida- 
ted free  church,  with  a  two-story  pulpit  at  the  left  of  the  door  in  the  side 
of  the  building.'  Further,  he  reported:  The  day  was  cloudy  and  cool 
and  the  congregation  seemed  even  cooler.'  He  found  J.  J.  Coltrain  a 
real  friend  in  need,  who  said  to  him,  'Young  man  mount  the  stand.'  He 
spoke  for  a  restrained  25  minutes  on  Romans  2 : 22,  and  declared :  The 
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attention  of  the  congregation  was  excellent,  and  Bro.  Coltrain  gave  me 
many  words  of  encouragement  and  friendly  admonition  for  which  I 
have  ever  been  grateful.'  " 

Kelly  Hill  Methodist 
The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  proposed  the  location  of  a  church  in 
what  is  known  as  Farm  Life  about  93  years  ago.  Apparently  the  church 
never  came  to  fruition,  and  the  site  was  sold  to  the  board  of  education 
for  a  school. 

On  November  10,  1881,  the  Kelly  Hill  site,  now  adjoining  Raymond 
Gurkin's  store  in  Griffins  Township,  was  deeded  by  Noah  Roberson  to 
J.  D.  Simpson,  W.  H.  Carstarphen  and  Alfred  H.  W.  Mizelle,  trustees  of 
the  new  Taylor's  Chapel  for  the  benefit  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South. 

Society  of  Friends  (Dymond  City,  Old) 
There  were  no  organized  churches  in  the  area  in  the  1880s,  but 
Abraham  Fisher,  manager  of  the  Jamesville  and  Washington  Lumber 
Company,  conducted  services  for  the  Society  of  Friends  (Quakers) 
near  old  Dymond  City  in  Griffins  Township.  Regular  service 
schedules  were  maintained  at  his  home  "Megessa,"  and  services, 
along  with  Sunday  school  classes,  were  held  in  the  company  building 
or  old  store-hotel. 

When  the  J.  and  W.  Company  was  liquidated,  in  1897,  the  Friends 
moved  to  Northampton  County,  N.  C,  some  to  the  Elon  College  area 
and  others  to  Pennsylvania. 

Piney  Grove  Missionary  Baptist 

Based  on  an  account  written  a  few  years  earlier  by  Benjamin  R. 
Manning,  the  history  of  Piney  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church  was 
up-dated  by  Mrs.  Bruce  Peel  and  Rodney  Lilley.  The  church  history, 
prepared  by  the  two,  appears,  as  follows: 

"To  everyone  there  comes  times  when  he  or  she  might  wonder  how 
his  or  her  church  had  its  beginning;  and  how  it  has  struggled  along  to 
make  its  way  in  this  ever  changing  world.  The  following  is  an  account 
of  how  one  such  church  had  its  beginning  and  its  subsequent  growth. 

"Progress  was  not  stopped  there.  The  church  body  continued  its 

"About  the  first  of  the  twentieth  century,  the  Rev.  Bitha  Leggett, 
pastor  of  the  Cedar  Branch  Church,  began  holding  services  in  a  school 
building  known  then  as  the  Getsinger  school,  near  the  late  J.  C.  Get- 
singer's  home  in  Griffins  Township.  The  building  was  rather  small, 
and  the  people  were  coming  in  such  numbers  to  hear  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Leggett  that  many  times  he  preached  at  the  front  door,  that  all  might 
hear. 
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"So,  in  1901,  the  late  J.  C.  Getsmger  saw  the  ever-growing  need  for  a 
larger  church  building  in  the  community.  After  taking  much  into 
consideration,  talking  it  over  with  others,  and  with  much  prayer,  a  new 
church  was  planned;  to  be  built  on  an  acre  of  land  bought  from  Seth 
Hardison  in  1901.  Everyone  worked  together,  some  clearing  the  site, 
some  hauling  logs  and  lumber,  some  giving  their  labor  and,  those  who 
had  it,  money.  The  new  building  was  completed  in  early  1905. 

"On  May,  30, 1905,  the  Rev.  T.  J.  Crisp  of  near  Conetoe,  N.  C,  met  at 
the  new  church  building,  now  known  as  Piney  Grove  Church.  With  six 
charter  members,  the  church  was  organized.  The  charter  members 
were  as  follows:  J.  C.  Getsinger,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Getsinger,  Alexander 
Corey,  Mary  E.  Hardison,  Hattie  Ellis  and  Louisa  Lilley. 

"Then  to  the  charter  members  were  added:  George  W.  Hardison, 
October  8,  1905;  Lenora  Col  train,  September  13,  1908;  and  Sallie 
Woolard  Corey,  October  10,  1908. 

"Regular  services  were  held  on  the  second  Sunday  of  each  month. 
But  things  were  not  to  continue  to  prosper  for  this  little  band  during  the 
next  fifteen  years.  Even  though  a  goodly  number  had  come  into 
membership  to  begin  with,  it  gradually  began  to  dwindle,  so  that  in 
1920  regular  services  were  abandoned.  Occasionally  the  Rev.  T.  J. 
Crisp  would  return  and  hold  services  for  the  faithful  few  who  struggled 
to  keep  the  flame  alive. 

"Then  at  the  beginning  of  1933,  there  was  a  division  in  a  district 
church,  and  on  the  second  Sunday  in  January  of  1933,  an  opportunity  to 
reorganize  Piney  Grove  came  about.  Handling  the  reorganization 
were  W.  B.  Harrington,  Mamie  F.  Harrington,  James  Harrington, 
Ruby  Lee  Harrington,  Virginia  Corey,  Stephen  E.  Manning,  B.  R. 
Manning,  Effie  Manning,  J.  Dalmar  Manning,  A.  E.  Manning,  and 
James  Hubert  Hardison. 

"On  the  second  Sunday  in  February,  1933,  the  reorganization  was 
completed,  and  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Harrington  was  called  to  be  pastor,  with 
Stephen  Manning,  clerk.  Trustees  were  as  follows:  B.  R.  Manning,  A. 
E.  Manning,  and  James  Harrington.  William  Manning  was  to  be 
steward  of  the  building. 

"Progress  was  not  rapid  for  the  new  church,  but  it  was  steady.  In 
August  of  1937  it  was  decided  to  search  for  another  church  site,  more 
ideally  located.  A  committee  was  named  to  look  for  such  a  site,  and  in 
November  of  that  same  year,  they  made  known  their  findings :  that  S. 
E.  Manning  had  offered  a  site  next  to  the  old  township  house,  across 
from  Mr.  Manning's  home,  and  just  a  few  miles  from  the  church  at  Mr. 
Getsinger's. 

"A  building  committee  was  named  to  proceed  accordingly.  And  by 
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May,  1938,  a  structure  36  feet  wide  and  56  feet  long  had  been  framed.  It 
might  be  noted  here  that  this  same  structure  is  still  the  basic 
auditorium  of  Piney  Grove  today,  and  is  still  on  this  same  site. 

"Most  of  the  labor,  material  and  money  were  donated  for  the  new 
building.  On  the  second  Sunday  in  May,  1938,  services  were  held  in  the 
new  building.  Things  were  now  looking  up  for  this  new  group.  In 
November,  1939,  at  the  Thanksgiving  night  service,  the  pastor,  Rev.  W. 
B.  Harrington,  and  the  Rev.  James  Smith  of  Williamston,  burned  the 
notes  and  mortgages  against  the  church,  thus  leaving  them  debt  free. 
Now  this  church  body  was  well  on  its  way,  with  the  blessings  and  grace 
of  God,  to  occupying  a  place  in  the  religious  life  of  its  community,  its 
county,  and  its  state. 

"In  November,  1941,  enrollment  in  Sunday  school  had  enlarged  so 
that  it  was  discussed  and  agreed  upon  to  add  to  the  structure  new 
Sunday  school  rooms. 

"Ever  working  to  improve  its  facilities  and  its  membership,  the 
church  voted  in  February,  1949,  to  enlarge  its  sanctuary  by  adding 
more  rooms  at  the  rear  of  the  building  to  be  used  as  Sunday  school 
rooms.  The  rooms  were  ready  for  use  in  May  of  that  same  year. 

"The  year  of  1951  was  another  successful  one  for  this  growing  body. 
Not  only  was  the  auditorium  completely  refloored  and  refinished  but 
also  new  pews  were  added.    But,  most  significant  of  all,  Thurmon 
Griffin  was  licensed  to  preach  in  May  of  1951.  Then  in  July  of  1951  a 
new  and  modern  centralized  heating  system  was  installed  in  the 
church  building. 

"Then  in  1952,  along  with  all  its  other  activities,  it  also  licensed  a 
member  of  its  body,  John  Eber  Manning,  to  preach. 

"In  January,  1953,  a  special  fund  of  $900  was  set  aside  and  before 
the  year  was  out  a  baptistry  was  installed  in  the  church. 

"Progress  was  not  stopped  there.  The  church  body  continued  its 
growth.  And  at  the  beginning  of  1955,  the  pastor,  Rev.  Mr.  Harrington, 
advised  the  church  that  Thurmon  Griffin  had  passed  his  council 
examination  and  had  been  recommended  for  ordination.  So  on 
February  27,  1955,  Mr.  Griffin  was  ordained  and  by  late  1956  had 
started  assisting  the  pastor  by  preaching  each  fourth  Sunday  service 
at  11  o'clock. 

"From  late  1956  until  1959,  no  new  additions  were  made  to  the  church 
building.  On  December  11, 1959,  all  our  hearts  were  truly  saddened  by 
the  death  of  our  beloved  pastor,  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Harrington,  who  had 
been  in  declining  health  since  late  1957. 

"The  growing  Sunday  school  membership  continued  to  present  the 
need  for  additional  Sunday  school  rooms.  Thus,  in  late  1960  the  idea 
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started  to  grow,  and  in  February,  1961,  plans  for  a  $20,000  addition 
were  submitted  and  accepted.  Seeing  also  the  need  for  more  grounds 
space,  Stephen  Manning,  Sr.,  gave  an  adjoining  lot  to  the  church  in 
May,  1961.  The  new  building  program  was  to  include  12  rooms,  and 
space  for  a  choir.  This  new  addition  was  to  be  of  brick  veneer.  It  was 
later  decided  to  add  a  front  porch  to  the  church  and  brick  veneer  the 
main  body  also,  which  cost  another  $4,000. 

4 'Work  was  started,  with  many  giving  timber,  others  money,  some 
labor,  and  some  all  three.  And  in  late  June,  1961,  the  building  was 
completed  and  ready  for  use.  But  it  wasn't  until  September,  1961,  that 
it  was  fully  occupied.  Since  that  time,  it  has  proved  a  great  joy  to 
everyone. 

"Work  has  not  ceased  here.  We  have  a  church  enrollment  of  223 
and  a  Sunday  school  enrollment  of  237.  These  we  hope  to  build  along 
with  our  building,  for  these  are  truly  the  church. 

"We  know  that  Piney  Grove  Baptist  Church  has  been  looked 
upon  and  wonderfully  blessed  by  God.  We  hope  and  pray  that  no  one 
thinks  we  built  our  church  for  praises  to  ourselves,  but  to  praise  God. 
And  that  all  who  enter  there  will  feel  a  nearness  of  God,  with  a 
fellowship  of  all  men  for  the  glorification  of  God. 

"We  extend  a  cordial  invitation  and  a  hearty  welcome  to  everyone 
to  come  and  worship  with  us,  or  even  just  visit  for  a  while.  It  will  give 
us  a  great  pleasure  to  show  you  how  wonderful  God  has  blessed  us  all. 

"The  following  list  will  show  some  of  our  church  officers  and 
pastors : 

Pastors:  Rev.  Bitha  Leggett  (1901-1905),  Rev.  T.  J.  Crisp  (1905- 
1920),  Rev.  W.  B.  Harrington  (1933-1957),  Rev.  Thurmon  Griffin  (1957- 
1972),  Rev.  Adron  Modlin  (1973—). 

Secretaries  and  Treasurers:  N.  R.  Peele  (1933-1938),  B.  R.  Manning 
(1939-1959),  Stephen  Manning  (1960-1963),  Howard  Coltrain  (1963-1965), 
Wilford  Griffin  (1965-1971),  John  Manning  Hodges  (1971—). 

Clerks:  S.  E.  Manning  (1933-1943),  N.  R.  Peele  (1944-1949),  S.  Oscar 
Peele  (1950-1959),  Bruce  L.  Peel  (1960-1970),  Noah  R.  Peel,  Jr. 
(1970)." 

Maple  Grove  Church  of  Christ 
Absent  in  the  area  for  about  37  years,  the  Disciples  made  a 
comeback  in  1910,  when  Maple  Grove  Christian  Church  (Disciples) 
was  organized  with  14  members.  It  was  enrolled  on  November  24, 1910, 
in  the  North  Carolina  Christian  Missionary  Convention  by  C.  C. 
Coltrain,  clerk. 

Work  was  started  on  a  new  church  building  on  a  site  located  on  a 
connecting  road  between  the  James ville- Washington-  road  and  the 
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Manning  road.  The  first  building,  measuring  32  by  50  feet,  was  of 
rectangular  shape.  The  choir  had  seats  to  one  side  of  the  pulpit  and  the 
older  people  sat  on  the  other  side,  enabling  them  to  hear  the  preacher 
better.  The  church  had  two  doors,  the  women  and  children  entering 
the  left  door  and  the  men  entering  the  right  and  occupying  that  side. 
Young  people  and  courting  couples  occupied  the  middle  section. 

A  few  years  after  the  church  was  organized,  the  congregation 
purchased  a  piano. 

C.  C.  Ware,  in  his  "Albemarle  Annals"  lists  Asa  J.  Manning  among 
the  first  pastors.  Manning  served  the  church  from  1911  until  1927. 
Other  pastors  include:    D.  W.  Arnold  (1928-1931),  Daniel  Hardison 
(1932-1936),  M.  L.  Ambrose  (1937-1950),  R.  H.  Walker  (1950-1961), 
Preston  Cayton  (1961-1973),  and  Richard  V.  Smartnick  (1973—). 

In  his  "Albemarle  Annals"  the  late  Chas.  Ware  said,  in  part: 
"William  Christian  Manning  (1871-1937),  and  his  brother,  Asa  James 
Manning  (1869-1927),  were  born  and  reared  at  Maple  Grove.  Their 
parents  were  John  W.  and  Sarah  Daniel  Manning.  Their  father  was  a 
Confederate  soldier,  served  as  a  legislator  at  Raleigh  and  maintained 
the  pre-Revolutionary  homestead  acquired  by  his  forebears  from  a 
direct  grant  of  a  British  king.  The  first  named  above  was  an  out- 
standing citizen,  and  the  foremost  layman  in  the  Disciples'  State 
Convention  Councils  for  many  years.  Asa  James  Manning  was  a 
successful  educator  at  a  crucial  period,  and  a  minister  of  excellent 
quality.  These  men  made  an  immeasurable  contribution  to  their  state 
and  to  their  church." 

Mrs.  Sadie  Griffin  James  recalls  the  charter  members  at  Maple 
Grove  as  John  Smithwick,  Molly  L.  Smithwick,  C.  C.  and  Lelia  M. 
Coltrain,  Asa  James  and  Blanche  H.  Manning,  Joe  and  Mary  R. 
Roberson,  Reddick  and  Addie  M.  Roberson,  John  R.  and  Lyda  B. 
Coltrain,  Turnage  Heath  and  Sadie  Griffin. 

The  church  building  has  been  remodeled  and  enlarged  on  two  oc- 
casions, and  the  brick  veneered  building  now  appears  adequate  to 
accommodate  the  church  membership  and  Sunday  school.  In  1973  a 
modern  brick  parsonage  was  built,  adjoining  the  church.  The  present 
minister,  Richard  V.  Smartnick,  is  the  first  full-time  pastor.  He  came 
to  Maple  Grove  from  Paradise,  Ohio. 

Elders  serving  the  church  in  1974  are:  Ira  Hardison,  Oscar 
Roberson,  Rufus  Hardison,  Marvin  Leggett,  Gabe  Roberson,  Morris 
Roberson,  George  Hardison,  Pete  Hardison  and  Carlyle  Manning.  The 
present  deacons:  James  Barber,  David  Coltrain,  Simeon  Daniel, 
Lester  Griffin,  Zack  Gurkin,  Elbert  Heath,  Eugene  Padgett,  Ronnie 
Revels,  Jerry  Roberson,  Archie  Coltrain,  J.  B.  Coltrain,  Jr.,  J.  T. 
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Griffin,  Arthur  Gurganus,  Jr.,  Willie  Hardison,  John  E.  Manning, 
Jimmy  Revels,  Bobby  Roberson  and  Jimmy  Roberson. 

As  long  as  C.  C.  Col  train,  for  years  the  church  clerk  and  Sunday 
school  superintendent,  lived  the  congregation  was  referred  to  as  Maple 
Grove  Christian  Church,  holding  membership  and  contributing  to  the 
North  Carolina  Christian  Missionary  Convention.  Since  that  time  it 
has  been  known  as  Maple  Grove  Church  of  Christ. 

Information  furnished  by  Gabe  Roberson. 

St.  Matthews  Primitive  Baptist  Church 
Other  than  scattering  information  offered  by  Ardelia  Daniels,  a 
present  member,  little  could  be  learned  about  St.  Matthews  Primitive 
Baptist  Church  in  Griffins  Township. 

In  1922  a  site  was  deeded  by  Elder  Joshua  Goddard  to  Elvin  May, 
Major  Latham  and  Abram  Clemmons,  trustees,  for  $15.  The  present 
building  apparently  was  erected  about  that  time  or  soon  thereafter. 

The  church  now  has  six  members;  and  the  pastor,  Elder  Langley, 
holds  services  there  every  third  Saturday  and  Sunday. 

Smithwick  Chapel  (Disciples) 
Before  Smithwick  Chapel  (Disciples)  built  a  house  of  worship 
members  worshiped  in  an  old  schoolhouse  in  the  area.   The  first 
minister  to  serve  the  church  was  William  Slade. 

It  is  believed  the  congregation  worshiped  in  the  old  schoolhouse 
about  five  years,  for  in  1935  the  present  site  was  deeded  by  the  Goddard 
heirs  and  Sylvester  Peel,  holder  of  a  note,  to  James  Arthur  Peel, 
William  Daniel,  Joseph  Daniel,  Walter  Stokes  and  W.  A.  Peel,  trustees. 
It  is  also  believed  that  the  congregation  started  work  on  its  first 
church  building  about  that  time  or  soon  thereafter. 

Located  not  far  from  Smithwick' s  Creek  Primitive  Baptist,  the 
church  was  brick  veneered  in  1971  and  later  additional  rooms  were 
provided  for  educational  purposes. 

Among  the  early  members  were:  William  Peel,  James  Arthur 
Peel,  Claude  Winston,  Walter  Stokes,  and  William  and  Joseph  Daniel. 
At  the  present  time  Julius  Daniel,  Johnny  Godard  and  Bill  Reddick  are 
serving  as  members  of  the  church  board.  The  church  has  40  active 
members  on  its  roll. 

Information  about  Smithwick  Chapel  was  supplied  by  Emmy 
Pierce  Peel,  wife  of  James  Arthur  Peel. 


CHAPTER  VI 


BEAR  GRASS  TOWNSHIP  CHURCHES 

Bear  Grass  Primitive  Baptist  Church 
On  August  23, 1828,  fifteen  members  of  Skewarkey  Primitive  Baptist 
Church,  living  in  the  Bear  Grass  area,  asked  to  be  granted  the 
privilege  of  enrolling  their  names  and  answering  to  them  at  the  Bear 
Grass  meeting  house.  The  names  of  those  asking  the  privilege  were: 
James  Harrison,  Abram  Peal,  Thomas  Wheatley  (Whitley),  Hardy  L. 
Wheatley,  David  Woolard,  James  Lanier,  King  Harrison,  Noah 
Gurganus,  David  Lilley,  Warner  G.  Bailey,  Daniel  Biggs,  Nancy 
Harrison,  Sophia  Harrison,  Livisa  Lilley  and  Jenny  Harrison. 

Apparently  the  Bear  Grass  group  had  built  a  meeting  house  in  or 
before  August,  1828,  and  operated  as  a  branch  or  wing  of  Skewarkey 
until  Bear  Grass  Primitive  Baptist  Church  was  constituted  in  July, 
1829.  The  church  derived  its  name  from  Bear  Grass,  a  watercourse  not 
far  away. 

Moderators  for  the  year  were:  Elders  Jeremiah  Leggett,  from  the 
church  at  Tranter's  Creek,  Joseph  Biggs  and  James  Lanier.  Daniel 
Biggs  was  appointed  clerk;  James  Harrison  and  King  Harrison  were 
chosen  deacons.  Ann  Peal  was  received  from  Smithwick's  Creek,  and 
Nancy  Peal,  Polly  Gurganus  and  Eliza  Biggs  were  received  for  bap- 
tism at  the  Daniel  Biggs  mill. 

At  the  May  conference,  1829,  Daniel  Biggs  was  appointed  to  draw  up 
a  petition  to  present  to  Skewarkey,  asking  for  dismissions  to  become  a 
constituted  body  at  Bear  Grass  Meeting  House.  The  petition  was 
approved  by  Skewarkey  on  June  29,  1829. 

In  July,  1829,  a  covenant,  confession  of  faith  and  a  decorum,  or  rules 
of  conference,  were  drawn  up,  after  which  Elders  Joseph  Biggs  and 
Jeremiah  Leggett  pronounced  the  members  of  Bear  Grass  Meeting 
House  a  duly  constituted  church  with  forty-three  on  its  roll. 

At  the  August,  1829,  conference  the  clerk  was  appointed  to  write  a 
letter,  asking  for  admittance  to  the  Skewarkey  Union  and  also  for 
membership  in  the  Kehukee  Association.  Elder  Joseph  Biggs  was 
called  to  attend  the  church  as  an  occasional  pastor. 

Before  1829  ended,  the  church  received  quite  a  few  new  members, 
including  Jonathan  Riddick,  Milley  Williams,  Nancy  Airs  (Ayers), 
Kenneth  Robason,  Richard  Airs  (Ayers),  James  Taylor,  William 
Williams,  Elizabeth  Taylor,  Arthur  Whitley  and  Penny  Cherry. 
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It  was  learned  in  May,  1832,  that  the  articles  of  faith  had  not  been 
signed.  It  appears  that  some  of  the  members  hesitated  to  sign  and  they 
were  excommunicated. 

Explaining  he  was  getting  old,  Elder  Joseph  Biggs  asked  to  be 
relieved  of  the  pastoral  duties  and  Elder  John  Ward  was  called  to  fill 
the  place  in  June,  1832. 

Warner  G.  Bailey  and  William  Whi taker  were  certified  in  1833  by 
Elder  Joseph  Biggs  to  exercise  their  ministerial  gifts. 

When  Daniel  Biggs  died  on  May  8,  1834,  Noah  Gurganus  was  chosen 
clerk.  Gurganus  resigned  on  December  20,  1845,  and  H.  L.  Whitley 
succeeded  him  as  church  clerk.  Apparently  the  church  experienced 
difficulty  in  keeping  a  clerk,  for  on  March  3,  1849,  William  Whitaker 
succeeded  Whitley  in  the  position.  When  Whitaker  resigned  in  June, 
1849,  Noah  Gurganus  was  named  clerk.  Serving  until  September,  1851, 
Gurganus  resigned  and  Joseph  B.  Peal  was  chosen  for  the  office  of 
clerk,  and  he  was  replaced  by  William  G.  Cherry.  On  October  16, 1852, 
Cherry  resigned  and  Joseph  B.  Peal  returned  to  serve  as  clerk.  In 
July,  1853,  Peal  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismission  to  join  the  church  at 
Spring  Green,  and  William  Cherry  reappears  as  Peal's  successor. 
When  Peal  returned  his  membership  from  Spring  Green  to  Bear  Grass 
in  August,  1854,  he  was  again  appointed  clerk,  serving  until  August, 
1855,  when  William  G.  Cherry  was  again  appointed  clerk.  Cherry 
resigned  on  July  17,  1858,  and  Craven  Peal  was  named  clerk.  No 
mention  was  made  of  the  clerk's  position  from  then  until  July,  1867, 
when  William  Whitaker  resigned  and  Slade  Rogerson  was  named.  No 
names  of  clerks  are  mentioned  for  30  years  or  until  June,  1897,  when  W. 
L.  Bailey  resigned  as  clerk  and  J.  H.  D.  Peal  was  appointed  to  the 
position  which  he  held  for  thirty  years  or  until  June,  1927,  when  A.  B. 
Ayers,  Sr.,  was  named.  Ayers  resigned  in  March,  1935,  and  was 
succeeded  by  W.  S.  Peel  as  clerk.  Apparently  following  Peel,  E.  C. 
Harrison  filled  the  clerk's  position  from  1943  to  1962.  Ordained  to 
deaconship  in  August,  1951,  Harrison  was  allowed  to  exercise  his  gift  to 
speak  whenever  called  upon.  He  was  ordained  on  the  third  Sunday  in 
September,  1957,  at  10:00  o'clock  a.m.  when  a  presbytery,  composed  of 
Elders  A.  B.  Ayers,  W.  E.  Grimes  and  E.  C.  Stevenson,  laid  hands  on 
him.  Harrison  was  presented  to  the  presbytery  by  Deacons  J.  D. 
Bowen  and  R.  L.  Whitehurst.  The  charge  was  delivered  by  Elder  A.  B. 
Ayers. 

When  Elder  A.  B.  Ayers  died  on  March  30, 1962,  Elder  E.  C.  Harrison 
was  named  pastor  at  the  June  conference  that  year  and  Elmer  Peel 
succeeded  him  as  church  clerk,  serving  in  that  capacity  until  his  death 
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Since  it  was  constituted  nearly  150  years  ago,  the  church  at  Bear 
Grass  has  had  only  eight  regular  pastors,  with  the  newly  ordained 
ministers  serving  as  associate  pastors  during  comparatively  short 
intervals. 

After  serving  as  "occasional"  pastor  from  1829,  Elder  Joseph  Biggs, 
on  account  of  declining  health,  asked  to  be  relieved  in  June,  1832, 
followed  by  Elder  John  Ward,  who  served  six  years.  Beginning  in 
July,  1838,  Elder  William  Whitaker  was  pastor  until  his  death  in 
December,  1874,  when  Elder  Levi  Rogerson  accepted  the  pastorate, 
serving  until  1886.  Elder  John  N.  Rogers  had  the  longest  pastorate  of 
any  of  the  Bear  Grass  preachers,  serving  from  1886  until  1933,  a  tenure 
of  almost  half  century. 

In  August,  1910,  Benjamin  S.  Cowin  was  set  apart  to  perform  the  full 
functions  of  the  gospel  ministry  by  a  presbytery  composed  of  Elders 
John  N.  Rogers,  Sylvester  Hassell  and  Ashley  D.  Mizell.  Elder  Cowin 
was  called  as  an  associate  pastor  in  March,  1915,  serving  with  the 
pastor,  Elder  John  Rogers,  until  the  latter 's  death  on  February  8, 1933. 
Elder  A.  B.  Ayers,  ordained  in  May,  1934,  by  Elders  James  S.  Corbitt, 
W.  E.  Grimes,  W.  B.  Clifton  and  B.  S.  Cowin,  was  chosen  as  associate 
pastor  in  September,  1934,  and  to  the  full  pastorate  in  April,  1950, 
serving  until  1957.  Elder  E.  C.  Harrison  followed  Mr.  Ayers,  and,  in 
addition  to  Bear  Grass,  is  serving  Skewarkey. 

Besides  the  regular  pastors,  other  ministers  worked  with  the  church 
over  the  years,  including  Elders  C.  B.  Hassell,  Thomas  Biggs,  Henry 
Peal,  William  Gray,  David  House,  William  A.  and  John  L.  Ross. 

Very  little  mention  is  made  in  the  minutes  about  the  Civil  War  period 
except  no  conferences  were  held  during  January,  February,  March 
and  April,  1864,  because  of  the  war.  However,  it  was  stated  that 
"preaching  was  held  regularly." 

in  1972,  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Ayers,  Jr.,  was  made  clerk  in  May  of  that  year, 
and  continues  to  serve  in  the  position. 

Macedonia  Christian  Church 

What  was  later  (1868)  to  become  known  as  Macedonia  Christian 
Church,  a  religious  group  was  organized  in  1840  and  services  were 
first  held  in  a  building  referred  to  as  Woolard's  Schoolhouse,  located  on 
Highway  17  about  eight  miles  south  of  Williamston. 

The  history  of  the  early  church  is  sketchy,  but  it  is  reasonably  cer- 
tain that  Dennis  Cason  was  the  first  pastor  and  Jesse  Woolard  was  the 
first  to  be  baptized  there. 

Public  education  was  non-existent  in  the  State  until  1839,  and  no 
official  report  on  any  school  in  Martin  County  was  filed  for  several 
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years  after  that  time,  giving  rise  to  some  doubt  about  the  presence  of 
Woolard's  Schoolhouse  there  in  1840. 

Old  records  show  the  first  religious  group  became  inactive,  but 
was  reorganized  by  Josephus  Latham  in  1855,  when  services  were  held 
in  Woolard's  Schoolhouse.  A  second  period  of  inactivity  was  ex- 
perienced and  Latham  returned  on  September  30,  1865,  for  a  second 
reorgariizational  task.  Officers  were  ordained  the  next  day,  including 
Eli  K.  Powell,  William  Wynn,  elders;  and  Kenneth  Woolard  and  Jesse 
Woolard,  deacons. 

With  twenty  charter  members,  the  church  began  a  steady  and 
prosperous  growth.  The  charter  members  were:  Eli  K.  Powell, 
Kenneth  Woolard,  Nancy  J.  Wynn,  Martha  Riddick,  Jesse  H.  Woolard, 
John  Woolard,  J.  Edwin  Peel,  William  Wynn,  William  H.  Russ,  Louise 
Powell,  Millie  Woolard,  Chrissy  Wiggins,  Sarah  E.  Peel,  Mary  S. 
Lassiter,  Mary  Ann  Gurganus,  Tart  Eason,  Milly  Ann  Woolard,  Cin- 
derella Rogers,  Chrissy  Peel  and  Pauline  Lilley. 

The  church  was  enrolled  the  next  month,  October,  1865,  by  the 
State  Disciples'  annual  meeting,  possibly  as  Woolard's  Schoolhouse, 
for  the  name  Macedonia  does  not  appear  until  1868. 

Delegates  to  the  state  convention  between  1865  and  1889  were: 
Kenneth  Woolard,  Edwin  Peel,  William  Wynn,  H.  A.  Coltrain,  Jesse  H. 
Woolard,  JohnM.  Green,  J.  H.  Leggett,  W.  W.  Leggett,  R.  B.  Woolard, 
J.  S.  Woolard,  J.  A.  Woolard,  Eli  K.  Powell,  T.  S.  Holliday,  H.  Woolard, 
H.  W.  Holliday,  Josephus  Woolard  and  J.  L.  Woolard. 

Among  the  first  clerks  after  the  church  was  enrolled  in  the  state 
convention  were:   J.  Edwin  Peel  (1865),  and  Joseph  L.  Holliday 
(1900). 

Apparently  the  war  years  exacted  their  toll  on  the  church,  and 
following  its  reorganization  in  September,  1865,  the  members  made 
ready  to  abandon  the  old  Woolard's  Schoolhouse.  The  membership  of 
39  built  a  house  of  worship  in  1866,  marking  the  beginning  of  repeated 
additions  and  alterations.  The  first  enlargement  was  made  in  1915 
when  the  original  building  was  added  to.  Twenty  years  later  in  1935  a 
building  fund  was  started  to  finance  badly  needed  space  additions  for 
the  growing  church  and  Bible  school.  In  1941,  a  brick  building,  con- 
taining an  auditorium  and  six  classrooms,  was  built  and  dedicated  on 
the  first  Sunday  of  February,  1942.  Experiencing  continued  growth, 
the  church  advanced  its  service  schedule  from  quarter-time  to  half- 
time  service  in  1948.  A  full-time  schedule  was  adopted  in  1958. 

During  part  of  1955  and  most  of  1956,  the  plant  was  enlarged  again  to 
include  ten  classrooms,  four  rest  rooms,  a  baptistry,  a  large  basement 
and  a  16-foot  addition  to  the  main  auditorium.  Constructed  at  the  rear 
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of  the  main  building,  an  educational  unit  was  opened  on  February  3, 
1957.  In  1969  the  auditorium  was  enlarged  again  and  the  front 
remodeled.  The  brick  parsonage  was  built  next  to  the  church  in  1962. 

There's  no  record  of  a  Sunday  school  until  1893,  when  L.  T.  Holliday 
was  listed  as  superintendent,  and  his  brother,  Joseph  L.,  served  as 
secretary.  The  35  school  members  made  up  three  classes. 

One  of  the  earliest  women's  missionary  societies  in  the  state  was 
organized  at  Macedonia  in  1877,  probably  by  Evangelist  Jesse  T. 
Davis,  a  pioneer  field  worker.  Reporting  on  the  New  Bern  church 
building  project  on  September  28,  1878,  N.  S.  Richardson 
acknowledged:  "The  Sisters  Mission  of  Macedonia,  Martin  County,  by 
the  hands  of  Miss  Mattie  Woolard,  has  contributed  in  cash,  $1.25." 

Macedonia  has  been  very  generous  in  aiding  other  churches.  In 
addition  to  contributing  to  the  New  Bern  church  in  1878,  it  contributed 
lumber  for  the  erection  of  Williamston  Christian  Church  in  1890,  and 
cash  to  the  Sweet  Home  Church. 

Chas.  C.  Ware,  in  his  "Albemarle  Annals,"  offers  some  interesting 
sidelights  on  the  history  of  the  church. 

"J.  L.  Whitfield  held  their  revival  in  August,  1888,  and  Whitfield 
commented:  There  is  a  strong  element  in  the  community  here 
against  the  church.  They  consolidated  against  us  and  worked  in- 
dustriously to  impede  the  progress  of  the  meeting.  But  we  had  over- 
flowing audiences  and  the  very  best  attention.  We  closed  after  nine 
days  of  hard  labor  with  16  additions,  and  the  church  greatly 
revived.  .  .  .' 

"The  veteran,  H.  S.  Davenport,  visiting  there  on  July  14, 1902,  said: 
'This  is  one  of  Bro.  C.  E.  Lee's  churches.  They  have  a  good  house  and 
seem  to  be  earnest  Christians.'  Etta  Nunn  came  in  behalf  of  the 
woman's  work  and  organized  their  Christian  Women's  Benevolent 
Mission  Auxiliary  on  February  12,  1912,  continuing  a  service  which 
they  had  originally  inaugurated  34  years  before.  Officers  for  the  new 
group:  Mrs.  Jos.  L.  Holliday,  president;  Mrs.  Alphonso  Ward,  vice 
president;  Amanda  Peel,  secretary;  and  Mrs.  Staton  Revels, 
treasurer.  ..." 

Referring  to  the  expansion  program  in  1940,  Ware  said  that  $3,000 
was  in  the  building  fund,  that  20,000  feet  of  lumber  had  been  con- 
tributed and  that  Robert  Lee  Perry  and  Henry  C.  Green  gave  the  brick. 
After  Macedonia  withdrew  from  the  State  Christian  Missionary 
Society,  Perry  and  Green  are  said  to  have  continued  individual  con- 
tribution to  the  State  organization. 

Ware,  referring  to  the  1940  building  plans,  added  that  the  old  building 
was  sold  to  Staton  Revels  for  $125.  The  structure  was  moved  down  the 
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highway  and  used  as  a  residence.  Members  of  the  building  committee 
were:  Albert  Perry,  superintendent;  James  C.  Gurkin,  Albert  Gurkin, 
John  Gurkin,  Roy  T.  Griffin,  Robert  Lee  Perry  and  Henry  C.  Green. 

Researching  the  history  of  the  pastors  of  the  church,  Spencer  Ar- 
nold, minister  at  the  time  of  the  church  from  1957  to  1964,  listed  the 
following: 

Dennis  Cason  (1840-1850),  J.  J.  Coltrain  (1855-1860),  Augustus 
Latham  (1881-1883),  Stanly  Ayers  (1885-1888),  James  Hardison  (1886), 
James  Whitfield  (1887, 1892  and  1897),  Josephus  Latham  (1889),  Henry 
Bowen  (1890),  J.  W.  Trotman  (1891),  Thomas  Green  (1893,  1896  and 
1899),  J.  L.  Burns  (1894),  J.  S.  Henderson  (1895),  Charles  Lee  (1898  and 
1900-1907),  John  Tingle  (1908),  Asa  J.  Manning  (1909-1922),  David  G. 
Saunders  (1923-1924),  Joseph  Saunders  (1925-1926),  W.  J.  B.  Burrus 
(1927-1933),  Dennis  W.  Davis  (1934-1949),  Preston  Cayton  (1950-1956), 
J.  Spencer  Arnold  (1957-1964),  Dolan  Baker  (1965—). 

With  a  present  membership  of  approximately  550,  Macedonia  is  one 
of  the  largest  and  possibly  the  largest  rural  church  in  the  county.  Its 
present  officers  are:  D.  C.  Gurkin,  chairman;  Elmo  Lilley,  treasurer; 
Noah  D.  Griffin,  Saunders  Revels  and  W.  C.  Britton,  elders;  Gilbert 
Ward,  Johnny  Gurkin,  Arthur  Peaks,  J.  R.  Ward,  Dallas  Griffin,  Evan 
Lilley,  Aaron  Peel,  Robert  Peele,  Leory  Harrison,  Joe  Griffin,  Jack 
Wynne  and  Jimmy  Roberson,  deacons.  Roberson  is  also  serving  as 
church  clerk. 

Sweet  Home  Church  of  Christ 
A  resident  of  Mineola,  or  the  Old  Ford  area,  Evangelist  J.  S.  Hen- 
derson came  over  into  Martin  County  in  October,  1891,  and  started 
organizing  Sweet  Home  Christian  Church  a  short  distance  southeast  of 
the  town  of  Bear  Grass.  Employed  by  the  State  Mission  Board, 
Disciples,  Henderson  reported  on  October  29,  that  year, 

"I  organized  recently  a  Sunday  school  at  Britton's  Schoolhouse.  A 
prayer  meeting  has  also  been  started  there,  and  much  of  the  month  I 
have  spent  there  in  mission  work  which  will  result  in  the  organizing  of 
a  church." 

Starting  with  a  nucleus  of  19,  the  church  boosted  its  membership  to 
55  the  next  year  and  was  enrolled  in  the  North  Carolina  Christian 
Missionary  Convention  on  October  27,  1892.  In  1892  the  church  spent 
$41.50  for  "local  work,"  sent  50  cents  for  the  State  Convention  minutes, 
and  pledged  $10  for  State  missions. 

G.  Rawls  of  Washington  was  listed  as  one  of,  if  not  the  first  clerks, 
followed  in  1893  by  Seth  W.  Mizelle  of  Old  Ford. 

The  first  detailed  record  of  a  church  school  there  was  in  1893  when 
50  members  were  enrolled.  There  were  five  teachers;  William  Mizelle 
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was  superintendent  and  Seth  W.  Mizelle  served  as  secretary.  For 
several  years  in  the  1900's,  the  Sunday  school  was  inactive,  but  it  was 
reorganized  in  June,  1933,  when  Edgar  Harden  was  pastor. 

Reporting  on  October  15, 1895,  the  church  correspondent  said: 
"Brother  Henry  Smith  Gurganus  came  and  took  charge  of  the  little 
flock  here  at  Sweet  Home.  No  better  guide  could  have  come  to  our  aid 
at  a  time  when  our  future  was  so  dark  and  gloomy.  He  has  given  us 
more  general  satisfaction  than  any  other  has  ever  done.  Our  newly 
organized  young  men's  prayer  meeting  is  held  twice  a  month.  We  have 
plenty  of  young  people  whose  talents  should  be  cultivated." 

In  his  "Albemarle  Annals,"  Chas  C.  Ware  offers  some  pertinent 
historical  data  on  the  early  church,  as  follows: 

"After  9  years  from  their  schoolhouse  start,  the  building  com- 
mittee had  in  hand  $23.99,  most  of  which  had  been  contributed  by 
Beaver  Dam,  Macedonia  and  other  sister  churches.  Then  Pastor  C.  E. 
Lee,  on  September  8,  1900,  announced: 

"  'Work  on  our  Sweet  Home  house  of  worship  will  be  commenced  at 
once.  The  church  here  is  not  strong  but  it  has  enough  of  the  spirit  of 
Christ  to  contribute  liberally  to  His  cause.'  W.  U.  Leggett  was  an 
active  layman  there,  and  H.  S.  Davenport  identified  two  more,  a 
'Brother  Martin,'  and  "John  Leggett,  one  of  the  most  liberal  Christians 
who  lives  near  Sweet  Home  but  his  membership  is  at  Macedonia.' 

"Pastor  L.  B.  Bennett  said  in  April,  1922:  'Our  average  attendance 
at  Sweet  Home  Sunday  School  is  about  60.  We  have  paid  our  ap- 
portionment of  $10  to  Atlantic  Christian  College,  and  hope  to  increase  it 
as  the  Lord  prospers  us.'  S.  L.  Jones  held  their  two-weeks'  meeting  in 
July,  1933,  with  24  additions.  'I  reorganized  the  church,'  he  said. 

"Sweet  Home  was  closed  for  some  years.  But  in  June,  1937,  James 
D.  Taylor,  active  Raleigh  layman,  and  native  son  of  Bear  Grass,  had 
returned  to  lead  for  Christian  betterment  at  his  erstwhile  home.  He 
exulted:  'This  church  is  being  revived.  On  April  18,  1937,  we  started 
our  Sunday  school  again.  Our  average  attendance  is  about  50.  Her- 
man Rogerson  and  Mrs.  Luther  Britton  appealed  for  funds  to  paint  the 
church  and  were  successful.'  For  redecoration  $100  was  used,  the 
church  having  stood  for  45  years  without  paint.  In  their  church  school, 
Nat  Cherry  was  superintendent;  Mrs.  Allen  Leggett,  secretary;  and 
Effie  Davis  Britton,  pianist.  Leaders  in  their  men's  class:  C.  R. 
Harrison,  president;  Mack  Stalls,  secretary  and  treasurer;  James  D. 
Taylor,  teacher. 

"Their  'spiritual  awakening'  provided  an  'inspirational  fellowship.' 
On  November  21,  1937,  the  congregation  elected  the  following  elders: 
Hyman  Martin,  Charles  Ayers,  Luther  Britton;  deacons:  Garland 
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Harris,  Herbert  Williams,  Mack  Stalls,  Joe  Taylor.  An  efficient 
church  school  council  was  set  up  to  direct  an  attendance  exceeding  100. 
Their  building  committee  reroofed  the  plant  and  'resumed  work  on 
their  new  church  school  rooms.'  The  church  was  host  to  a  quarterly 
session  of  the  State  Missions  Board  on  September  8, 1938. ' ' 

Cooperating  with  Tranter's  Creek  Church,  Sweet  Home  employed  a 
minister  and  is  now  on  a  full-time  schedule,  the  minister  meeting  his 
Sweet  Home  appointment  at  10:00  a.m.  and  then  moving  over  to 
Tranter's  Creek  at  11:00  a.m. 

The  roll  of  ministers  serving  the  church  from  its  organization  and 
after  its  withdrawal  from  the  North  Carolina  Christian  Missionary 
Convention,  follows: 

J.  S.  Henderson  (1891),  H.  S.  Gurganus  (1895),  C.  E.  Lee  (1900),  A.  J. 
Manning  (1911-1915,  1917-1918,  1920-1921),  J.  M.  Perry  (1919),  L.  B. 
Bennett  (1922-1924),  A.  E.  Purvis  (1932-1933),  S.  L.  Jones  (1937),  H. 
Edgar  Harden  (1938),  P.  E.  Cayton  (1941),  R.  L.  Topping  (1942),  G.  O. 
Gard  (1943-1944),  R.  F.  Butler  (1945-1946). 

The  following  ministers  were  listed  at  the  church,  but  their  dates  of 
service  are  not  definite  in  most  cases: 

David  Arnold,  Norman  Miller,  J.  H.  Danley,  Preston  E.  Cayton 
(1961),  Mack  Knight,  Howard  Turner,  Joseph  O'Knell,  Cecil  Styons 
(1964-1965),  Hershel  Stone,  Jr.  (1968),  Gregory  Deal  (1969),  Melvin 
Rawls  (1970),  and  Lemuel  Hardison  (October,  1970—). 

With  approximately  fifty  members,  the  church  is  being  served 
presently  by  the  following  officers: 

Albert  G.  Harris  and  Robert  H.  Harris,  elders;  Jack  Harris,  Luther 
Harris  and  Clay  Harris,  deacons. 

Rose  of  Sharon  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

The  Rose  of  Sharon  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  1896 
by  the  Rev.  Stephen  Moore  near  the  town  of  Bear  Grass.  Among  the 
charter  members  were  George  R.  Terry  and  wife,  Betty,  James  B. 
Wynne  and  B.  S.  Cowin,  the  latter  joining  the  Primitive  Baptist 
Church,  where  he  was  a  recognized  preacher  for  many  years. 

The  church  records  were  burned  in  1905,  and  little  is  to  be  learned 
about  the  early  history  of  the  church. 

A  Sunday  school  was  established  in  the  early  1930's.  Marvin 
Cowen  has  served  as  superintendent  of  the  school  for  35  years. 

The  following  pastors  and  their  approximate  service  dates  have 
figured  prominently  in  the  progress  of  the  church:  Warren  Gurkin 
who  served  until  1900,  Augustus  Brantley,  W.  T.  Pollard  (1904),  Luke 
Worthington  (1914,  1915-1923, 1925,  1929),  W.  T.  Pollard  (1915-1923),  W. 
B.  Dixon  (1924),  W.  A.  Dail  (1926),  William  Lupton  "(1927),  Clyde  Ange 


64 


(1928),  E.  L.  Abrams  (1930),  Charlie  D.  Hampton,  J.  B.  Narron, 
Charlie  Overton  (1963),  R.  L.  Neville  and  Joseph  H.  Lehman  (Sept. 
1972). 

The  church  has  168  members  on  its  roll,  and  the  Sunday  school 
membership  totals  130. 

The  sanctuary  has  been  enlarged  and  renovated  several  times  over 
the  years.  An  educational  building  was  started  in  January,  1963,  and  in 
1967  the  entire  plant  was  brick  veneered. 

The  information  was  gained  from  Marvin  Cowen,  a  leader  in  the 
church  and  Sunday  school. 

Rehoboth  Pentecostal  Holiness  Church 

Organized  in  1908,  Rehoboth  Pentecostal  Holiness  Church  was  first 
located  across  the  Martin  County  line  in  Beaufort  County.  The 
following  spring  the  congregation  moved  to  the  present  site,  built  a 
frame  house  and  worshiped  in  it  until  the  building  was  destroyed  by 
fire  in  1917.  The  congregation  then  worshiped  in  an  abandoned 
dwelling  house  for  about  ten  years,  about  75  percent  of  the 
congregation  moving  away  or  transferring  their  memberships  to  other 
churches. 

The  small  nucleus  remaining  with  the  church  in  1927  built  an  open 
tabernacle  with  tin  roof  and  sawdust  floor  for  use  during  a  revival. 
When  the  weather  turned  cold,  the  sides  were  boarded  in  and  windows 
closed.  The  modest  structure  served  the  Sunday  school  and  as  a  place 
of  worship  until  1934,  when  a  small  frame  building  was  constructed  on 
an  acre  site  given  to  the  church  by  L.  E.  Shaw  and  his  wife,  Effie. 
Sixteen  years  later,  in  1950,  it  became  apparent  that  Sunday  school 
rooms  were  needed,  a  building  fund  was  started  and  a  search  was 
made  for  a  site.  The  new  church  was  started  in  1954  and  the 
congregation  held  its  first  worship  service  there  in  May,  1955. 

After  procuring  a  lot  next  to  the  church,  the  congregation  in  June  of 
1961  started  construction  work  on  a  parsonage,  which  was  ready  for 
occupancy  in  March,  1962.  Additional  school  rooms  were  built  in  1964, 
followed  by  the  construction  of  more  classrooms,  a  pastor's  study  and 
a  heating  plant. 

Few  churches  in  this  county  ever  had  a  more  consecrated  and 
diligent  membership  than  did  Rehoboth  down  through  the  years,  in- 
cluding the  W.  A.  Browns  and  others  of  the  present-day  roll. 

Much  of  the  detailed  history  of  the  church  could  not  be  had,  but  the 
names  of  the  pastors  from  1909  to  the  present  were  found  recently,  and 
they  are: 

J.  J.  Cater  (1909),  J.  M.  Howell  (1910),  S.  C.  Hodges  (1911-1912,  1915- 
1917),  M.  S.  Paramore  (1913,  1921-1925),  G.  W.  Dixon  (1916),  W.  G. 
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Briley  (1919-1920),  E.  D.  Morris  (1926),  W.  T.  Merritt  (1927-1928  and 
1935),  J.  E.  Elks  (1929-1930),  W.  L.  Mayo  (1931-1940),  S.  T.  Harris  (1932- 
1934),  E.  W.  Dowing  (1963-1937),  0.  T.  Howard  (1938),  N.  J.  Ward 
(1939),  C.  J.  Seniss  (1941-1943),  M.  H.  Alexander  (1944),  J.  G.  Crocker 
(1945-1946),  George  A.  Casper  (1947-1953),  E.  S.  Beasley  (1954),  0.  C. 
Cowen  (1955-1958),  0.  D.  Lambreth  (1959),  W.  M.  Watkins  (1960),  W.  B. 
Howell  (1963-1964),  Elton  Lancaster  (1965-1970),  W.  A.  Crawford  (1971- 
1972),  and  Jimmy  C.  Williams  (1973—). 

The  current  board  members  are:  Willie  A.  Brown,  Jimmy  Bullock, 
Mrs.  Mattie  Gurganus  and  Miss  Mavis  Lee  Brown,  secretary- 
treasurer. 

Information  about  this  church  was  obtained  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  A. 
Brown. 

Holy  Trinity  Episcopal  Mission 
Back  in  1924  the  late  Ellis  Malone  and  a  few  others  discussed  the 
possibility  of  forming  an  Episcopal  mission  in  Bear  Grass  Township. 
However,  prior  to  its  formation,  a  Sunday  school  was  held  in  the 
Malone  home,  the  attendance  upon  the  services  going  as  high  as  fifty 
youths. 

Following  the  preliminary  discussions  and  work,  the  Rev. 
Clarence  0.  Pardo,  Church  of  the  Advent  rector,  started  Holy  Trinity 
Mission  in  the  summer  of  1924  at  a  point  near  the  Dan  Peel  home  on  the 
road  from  Bear  Grass  to  Highway  17  at  the  Robert  Lee  Perry  place. 
Construction  of  a  house  of  worship  for  the  mission  was  soon  started. 
Friends  gave  liberally  of  materials  and  labor,  the  helpers  including 
Wheeler  Rogerson  and  Jesse  Rawls,  who  contributed  much  of  their 
time  in  the  actual  construction  work. 

Services  were  held  on  Sunday  afternoons  once  a  month  first  by 
Pardo,  then  by  the  Rev.  Arthur  H.  Marshall  in  1929  and  1930.  During 
the  first  two  or  three  years  as  rector  of  the  Church  of  the  Advent,  the 
Rev.  Edwin  F.  Moseley  maintained  the  mission,  which  had  become  an 
integral  part  of  the  religious  and  civil  life  of  the  immediate  com- 
munity. Following  general  economic  reverses  throughout  the  land,  the 
little  mission  ceased  to  function  about  1934. 

Offering  the  information  about  the  mission,  Bessie  Malone  and  R.  C. 
(Tim)  Malone,  explained  that  while  the  mission  functioned  hardly  ten 
years,  it  had  a  great  influence  on  the  religious  and  cultural  life  of  the 
community  and  its  people. 

Bear  Grass  Presbyterian 
Reporting  little  or  no  activity  except  in  the  Parmele  area  about  the 
turn  of  the  present  century,  the  Presbyterian  Church  laid  plans  for 
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expansion  in  the  rural  areas  of  Martin  County  on  February  10,  1929, 
when  Zachary  Taylor  Piephoff  was  sent  into  Bear  Grass.  A  senior  at 
Union  Theological  Seminary  Richmond,  Piephoff  began  holding 
services  in  the  schoolhouse  there  on  Sunday  evenings.  He  was  ten- 
dered a  call  and  began  his  pastoral  care  there  and  at  other  points  in  the 
county  on  May  17,  1929. 

By  1931  the  church  was  making  such  rapid  progress  that  a  site  was 
purchased  from  Edmond  Harris.  William  H.  Belk  of  Charlotte  donated 
the  bricks  and  members  of  the  little  group  along  with  others  gave  their 
labor  and  raised  money  to  build  the  church. 

Mrs.  Lloyd  Cowen  was  the  first  member  addition  to  the  church, 
followed  by  seven  other  charter  organizers:  Bennett  Rogerson  and 
wife,  Mrs.  Kneezer  Harrison,  Mrs.  Noah  Rogerson,  Mrs.  Walter  Bailey 
and  Jim  Bailey  and  wife. 

Piephoff  handled  the  work  at  Bear  Grass  and  other  points  in  the 
county  until  1936,  when  John  Whitley  of  Burlington  joined  him  as 
assistant  pastor.  Whitley  left  the  field  to  accept  the  LaGrange  church 
in  1937,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  Jack  Vinson  in  1938.  Vinson  left  in 
1940  to  go  to  China  as  a  missionary. 

After  serving  in  the  field  for  14  years,  Piephoff  resigned  in 
January,  1943,  to  enter  the  U.  S.  Army  as  a  chaplain.  Gower  Croswell, 
aided  by  his  wife,  served  the  church  from  March,  1943,  until  July,  1944. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Sidney  Crane,  who  served  from  1944  until  he  left 
to  go  into  the  U.  S.  Army  as  a  chaplain  the  early  part  of  1945. 

During  the  remainder  of  1945  and  much  of  1946,  the  church  was 
without  a  regular  pastor,  and  T.  0.  Hickman,  principal  of  Bear  Grass 
High  School  and  a  recognized  layman,  held  part-time  services  in  the 
church. 

It  was  not  until  1948  the  church  resumed  its  work  with  a  full-time 
pastor.  That  year  Jim  Lowry  moved  to  Williamston  and  served  the 
several  churches  until  1950,  when  he  accepted  a  call  to  Norfolk. 

During  1950  and  1951,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Corrum  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Mesinhiemer,  seminary  students  at  Richmond,  held  services  at  Bear 
Grass  and  Roberson's  Chapel. 

Working  together,  the  churches  at  Bear  Grass  and  Roberson's 
Chapel  built  a  manse  near  Bear  Gass  in  June,  1951,  when  Grier  Woody 
came  from  South  Carolina  as  pastor.  He  resigned  in  December,  1952, 
and  returned  to  South  Carolina.  The  church  was  then  without  a  pastor, 
but  C.  D.  Patterson  of  Greenville,  held  services  from  May,  1953,  until 
the  following  October.  In  January,  1945,  D.  H.  Dulin  accepted  a  call, 
but  he  served  only  until  June  of  that  year  when  he  answered  a  call  to 
Willow  Springs. 
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C.  B.  Yeargens  of  Marion,  N.  C,  started  his  pastorate  on  August  28, 
1957,  and  served  until  September  15,  1960,  when  he  accepted  a  call  to 
Wanoca  Church,  Washington.  He  was  followed  by  Adolf  Oterson  in 
October,  1961.  Oterson  served  until  March,  1964,  when  he  left  to  go  with 
the  church  at  Havelock. 

Starting  his  pastorate  in  1965,  William  H.  Jackson  served  until  1971, 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  Steve  Bradley. 

The  present  board  members  are:  John  Rogers,  Leamon  Keel, 
Toba  Bowen,  Essie  Mendenhall,  Jimmy  Taylor,  Alonza  Revels,  Grace 
Knox,  Gladys  Martin  and  LeRoy  Godard. 

Cedar  Hill  Missionary  Baptist 

Located  about  one  mile  off  Highway  17  at  the  intersection  of  Green 
Acres  and  Bear  Trap  Mill  roads,  Cedar  Hill  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
was  organized  about  1892. 

Rev.  Edmond  was  the  first  pastor  to  serve  the  church,  and  Spencer 
Pippen  and  Bob  Peel  were  the  first  deacons.  Alphonsa  Little,  Henry 
Brown,  Ernest  Bowen  and  Louise  Lee  are  the  present  deacons,  the 
latter  having  served  in  the  position  since  1927.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Powell  is 
the  present  pastor. 

Information  about  the  church  was  offered  by  Louis  Little. 

The  church  building  is  now  being  renovated  and  brick  veneered. 

Davis  Chapel  (Disciples) 

Located  a  short  distance  from  Bear  Grass  on  the  Williamston  road, 
Davis  Chapel  (Disciples)  was  founded  in  1929  by  the  Rev.  Blount 
Moore.  The  land  was  bought  from  Elder  A.  B.  Ayers.  The  first  pastor 
serving  the  church  was  the  Rev.  W.  R.  Brown,  and  the  first  deacons 
were  Will  Lee,  Hoby  Brooks  and  Aaron  Shephard. 

The  church  has  about  30  members  on  its  roll.  Services  are  held 
every  third  Sunday  by  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Whitaker,  present  pastor. 

Information  was  gained  from  Julius  Shephard,  nephew  of  Aaron 
Shephard,  who  was  a  charter  member  and  deacon. 
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CHAPTER  VI 


WILLIAMSTON  TOWNSHIP  CHURCHES 
Skewarkey  Primitive  Baptist  Church 

While  Flat  Swamp  was  the  mother  church  for  the  Baptists  in  much  of 
this  section,  Skewarkey  mothered  all  the  churches  of  the  denomination 
in  Martin  County.  Flat  Swamp  is  right  on  the  Pitt-Martin  line,  but  it 
is  in  Pitt.  The  location  is  so  near  that  the  church  in  its  early  days  was 
frequently  referred  to  as  being  in  Martin. 

The  only  established  Baptist  church  in  the  entire  area  just  prior  to 

1785,  Flat  Swamp  was  the  center  for  religious  followers  in  this  and 
other  counties.  Elder  John  Page,  a  resident  of  the  Skewarkey  section, 
was  pastor  at  Flat  Swamp  and  his  leadership  certainly  had  a  marked 
influence  on  the  establishment  of  the  Skewarkey  church. 

The  records  are  not  too  clear,  but  it  is  believed  the  Primitive  Bap- 
tists in  this  county  built  a  meeting  house  just  off  Highway  17  and  back 
of  the  present  Southern  Diner  on  the  Cedar  Hill  or  Garrett  Road  just 
prior  to  or  in  the  year  1785. 

On  page  1  of  the  Skewarkey  minutes  the  following  entry  is  found: 

"The  branch  or  wing  of  the  Baptist  church  at  Flat  Swamp  under  the 
pastoral  care  of  Elder  John  Page,  residing  in  the  vicinity  of  Skewarkey 
Meeting  House,  holding  their  meetings  quarterly  at  said  meeting 
house  .  .  .  The  commencement  of  said  meetings  was  the  Saturday 
previous  to  the  second  Sunday  in  August,  1785." 

It  is  fairly  evident  from  the  entry  in  the  church  minutes  that  the 
branch  or  wing  of  Flat  Swamp  had  a  meeting  house  or  house  of  worship 
at  that  time. 

At  the  first  conference  (services)  in  August,  1785,  John  Page  was 
chosen  moderator,  Hardy  Stallings,  clerk,  and  Kedar  Biggs,  clerk. 
Characteristic  of  the  denomination  in  the  early  days,  two  members 
were  cited  at  that  first  conference  for  alleged  misconduct.  Both  were 
excommunicated. 

Opening  the  door  for  new  members,  the  branch  or  wing  received 
Harrell  Cherry  into  Skewarkey  Church  as  the  first  member  to  be 
baptized.  When  the  church  group  met  at  W.  Ward's  mill  the  following 
morning,  John  Ferrell  "related  his  experience"  and  was  baptized 
along  with  Cherry. 

No  mention  is  made  of  activities  at  Skewarkey  until  November  11, 

1786,  when  a  conference  was  held  with  Edmund  Andrews  as 
moderator,  and  Kedar  Biggs,  clerk.   A  petition  was  prepared,  the 
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group  asking  to  be  dismissed  from  Flat  Swamp  to  establish  an  in- 
dependent group  at  Skewarkey.  The  petition  carried  the  following 
names:  Kedar  Biggs,  James  Nowell,  Joseph  Biggs,  William  Ross, 
Jacob  Tice,  William  Biggs,  James  Biggs,  David  Leggett,  Edward 
Byrd,  William  Byrd,  Windburn  Jenkins,  John  Ward,  Bejmain  Blount, 
Joel  Cherry,  Harrell  Cherry,  William  Anderson,  John  Jenkins,  John 
Bennett,  John  Ferrell,  Mitchum  Short,  John  Leggett,  Martin  Ross, 
William  Hyman,  Jesse  Pierce,  Hardy  Stallings,  Hannah  Biggs, 
Margaret  Biggs,  Elizabeth  Nowell,  Mary  Ross,  Elizabeth  Harrison, 
Ann  Blount,  Elizabeth  Byrd,  Ann  Ward,  Mary  Coke  (?),  Rhoda 
Jenkins,  Sarah  Leggett,  Ann  Phillips,  Pheriby  Hyman,  (?)  Stallings 
and  Mary  (?). 

Thus  the  first  independent  church  of  any  denomination  was 
established  in  Martin  County,  its  beginning  dating  back  to  the 
Saturday  previous  to  the  second  Sunday  in  August,  1785. 

The  signed  petition  was  presented  to  Flat  Swamp  on  December  2, 
1786,  and  the  request  was  granted. 

On  December  13,  1786,  the  dismissed  members  met  at  Skewarkey 
Meeting  house  and  Martin  Ross,  a  remarkable  leader  in  the  early 
Baptist  churches  and  later  a  giant  in  the  Missionary  Baptist  field,, 
was  chosen  as  the  first  pastor. 

Holding  a  conference  on  January  13, 1787,  the  church  directed  Jacob 
Tice  and  James  Biggs  to  ask  Elder  Page  for  his  assistance  in  con- 
stituting the  church  and  ordaining  Martin  Ross.  On  Monday  after  the 
fourth  Sunday  in  March,  1787,  the  dismissed  members  from  Flat 
Swamp  met  and  were  constituted  into  a  body  corporate  by  Elders 
Lemuel  Burkett  and  John  Page.  Martin  Ross  was  ordained  as  pastor 
at  that  time. 

In  May,  1787,  Skewarkey  was  asked  to  mother  its  first  church,  one 
in  the  upper  end  of  Tyrrell  County. 

William  Anderson  was  chosen  as  a  second  deacon  of  the  church  in 
January,  1788. 

Stringent  economic  conditions  existed  in  March,  1788,  when  the 
female  members  of  the  church  were  asked  to  make  their  pastor  a  suit 
of  clothes. 

A  query  was  placed  before  the  March,  1788,  conference,  and  the 
membership  voted  to  revive  the  custom  of  feet  washing.  Joshua 
White,  believed  to  have  been  the  first  visiting  preacher  to  the  new 
church,  was  experiencing  the  economic  pinch  in  June,  1788,  and 
contributions  were  offered  by  Kedar  Biggs,  Jacob  Tice,  William  Biggs, 
James  Biggs,  William  Anderson  and  Joseph  Biggs  to  expedite  the 
minister's  travels. 
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Quite  a  few  additions  were  reported  to  the  church  membership,  and 
the  congregation  in  July,  1788,  planned  to  add  to  the  building  at  one  end 
and  place  a  shed  on  the  side. 

One  of  the  first  welfare  projects  by  a  group  was  reported  in  the 
Skewarkey  minutes  in  August,  1788.  The  church  voted  to  give  Ben- 
jamin Blount,  a  lame  man,  four  barrels  of  corn,  150  pounds  of  pork  and 
five  days  of  work  gathering  firewood. 

In  1796  the  pastor,  Elder  Martin  Ross,  asked  for  a  letter  of  dismissal 
to  join  the  church  at  Yoppin  (Yeopim),  indicating  Ross  was  active  in 
advancing  the  Baptist  movement  across  the  rivers.  Luke  Ward  took 
over  the  pastoral  care  of  Skewarkey  in  1787,  but  was  not  ordained  until 
1799  by  Elders  Joseph  and  Armariah  Biggs. 

The  years  of  1802  and  1803  were  good  ones  for  Skewarkey.  Seventy 
new  members  were  added  to  the  church  roll,  including  Reuben  Ross 
and  Asa  Biggs  (not  the  U.  S.  Senator  and  U.  S.  and  C.S.A.  judge),  the 
first  named  to  go  far  in  the  fields  of  religion.  However,  in  1803 
Skewarkey  lost  34  members  who  asked  to  be  dismissed  to  form  a 
church  at  Smithwick's  Creek.  Twenty  other  members  withdrew  to 
organize  a  church  at  Tranter's  Creek. 

Pastor  Luke  Ward  and  his  wife,  Levina,  took  a  letter  of  dismissal  and 
joined  the  church  at  Flat  Swamp  in  1805.  Joseph  Biggs  and  his  wife, 
Ann,  were  received  on  a  letter  of  dismissal  from  Flat  Swamp  in 
January,  1806,  and  shortly  thereafter  he  was  tendered  a  call  to  take  the 
pastoral  care  of  Skewarkey. 

A  covenant  and  confession  of  faith  were  written  for  the  church  in 
April,  1806,  by  Joseph  and  Kedar  Biggs,  Reuben  Ross,  Joel  Cherry, 
John  Ferrell,  Jacob  Tice  and  Samuel  Williams.  Reuben  Ross  was 
given  a  certificate  in  May  or  June,  1806,  authorizing  him  "to  exercise 
his  gifts  in  a  ministerial  way."  Reuben  was  ordained  in  March,  1807, 

by  Joseph  Biggs,  James  Ross  and  Thomas  Ross. 

The  first  known  bequest  to  a  church  in  this  county  was  recorded  in 
the  will  of  James  Collins,  a  man  of  color  and  a  Skewarkey  member, 
who  left  the  church  a  modest  sum  of  money.  Collins  died  on  September 
5,  1807. 

Skewarkey  lost  four  members  on  November  10, 1810,  when  they  were 
dismissed  to  join  a  "combination  or  constituted  church  at  Conoho  Log 
Chapel,"  near  Oak  City.  The  members  dismissed  were :  Chloe  Cone, 
Milley  Cone,  Levi  Cone  and  Chloe  Hurst.  Also  dismissed  at  the  time 
were:  William  Cherry  and  wife,  John  Biggs  and  wife,  and  Robert 
Warren,  allowing  them  to  join  any  church  of  the  same  faith. 

Salaries  of  the  pastors  were  really  meager,  the  February,  1811, 
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conference  voting  to  pay  the  pastor  $25  for  the  year,  a  portion  of 
which  was  to  be  in  the  form  of  provisions. 

When  Sterling  Rogers  asked  if  a  member  who  allowed  dancing  and 
card  playing  for  diversion  in  his  home  could  be  excused,  the  group 
voted  no  in  February,  1811.  Pursuant  to  a  presidential  proclamation, 
Skewarkey  members  met  at  the  church  "to  return  thanks  to  Almighty 
God  for  His  many  mercies  bestowed  on  the  people  of  these  states  and 
especially  for  the  restoration  of  peace  between  these  states  and  Great 
Britain." 

The  subject  of  missions  presented  itself  from  time  to  time  in  the 
church.  Joseph  Biggs  told  the  October,  1815,  conference  he  had  pur- 
chased the  first  report  of  the  Baptist  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  for  the 
sum  of  thirty-seven  and  a  half  cents.  The  church  refunded  him  the 
amount,  and  the  members  were  given  the  liberty  to  study  the  report 
and  pursue  it. 

When  the  pitiful  plight  of  the  church  treasury  was  discussed  on  April 
13, 1816,  Pastor  Joseph  Biggs  offered  his  services  gratis  for  the  year. 
The  condition  of  the  treasury  was  little  improved  in  June,  1819,  when 
Pastor  Joseph  Biggs  was  allowed  $10  from  the  church  fund. 

Experiencing  a  continued  growth,  Skewarkey  Church  made  plans  in 
1821  to  erect  another  house  of  worship  and  at  a  new  location,  appar- 
ently not  far  from  the  site  of  the  first  church  building. 

Pastor  Joseph  Biggs  and  Deacons  John  Ward  and  James  Harrison 
purchased  one-half  acre  of  land  for  $20  from  Edward  Yellowly.  The 
location  of  the  lot,  as  recorded  in  a  deed,  dated  November  19, 1821,  was 
"On  the  road  leading  from  Williamston  to  Washington  near  where 
John  Timmons  lives  in  the  fork  of  the  said  road  and  the  road  leading  by 
the  residence  of  Manson  Whitaker."  The  old  Skewarkey  Meeting 
House  was  sold  in  May,  1822,  for  $53.50,  the  church  members  agreeing 
to  set  the  amount  aside  to  help  finance  the  construction  of  a  new 
church. 

While  it  is  certain  a  second  church  was  built,  it  is  not  certain  when. 
The  church  minutes  offer  little  information  about  the  building. 
However,  from  1822  until  1827  the  members  held  conferences  at 
various  places,  including  Bear  Grass,  in  a  school  house  below  Gard- 
ner's Creek  and  at  Picot  Meeting  House  between  Williamston  and 
Gardner's  Creek. 

The  minutes  show  that  the  members  in  early  August,  1830,  assem- 
bled to  clean  the  house  and  yard.  At  the  same  time  the  members 
discussed  the  construction  of  galleries  or  a  side  shed,  indicating 
clearly  that  the  second  house  of  worship  was  completed  about  1827, 
when  Skewarkey  members  held  a  conference  at  Bear  Grass. 
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Nothing  of  record  is  to  be  found  about  the  construction  of  a  third 
house  of  worship  until  April,  1857,  when  Joseph  D.  Biggs  agreed  to  give 
two  acres  of  land  "across  the  road  from  his  house  for  the  use  of  a 
church."  The  location,  on  Highway  17  and  now  in  Williamston's  town 
limits,  was  referred  to  as  Piney  Point.  The  church  members  gave  the 
second  church  site  to  Joseph  D.  Biggs  as  a  consideration  for  his  two 
acres.  Biggs  also  was  to  receive  the  old  church  timbers  that  were  not 
used  in  the  construction  of  the  new  building. 

Donations  were  received  and  by  October,  1857,  half  the  estimated 
cost  amount  was  in  hand,  and  the  building  committee,  composed  of  C. 
B.  Hassell,  James  D.  Biggs,  Alfred  Moore  and  Stanley  Duggan,  was 
instructed  to  proceed  with  the  project.  Nothing  more  about  the  new 
house  of  worship  was  recorded  until  January  9, 1859,  when  the  building 
committee  listed  the  cost  amount  at  $1,304.97.  At  that  time  the  church 
owed  $759.73  on  the  building,  and  the  following  members  subscribed 
the  amount:  Joseph  D.  Biggs,  $153.08;  William  Rogerson,  $136.70;  Asa 
Biggs,  $114.96;  Aldred  Moore,  $90.05;  Samuel  Rogers,  $56.72;  John  H. 
Brown,  $54.90;  Susan  Biggs,  $39.68;  William  S.  Williams,  $38.85; 
Stanley  Duggan,  $29.85;  Mary  Horswell,  $19.87;  Anthony  Burroughs, 
$16.70;  and  Malachi  Green,  $8.17.  A  revised  cost  of  $1,784.12  was  listed 
in  the  April  2,  1859,  minutes. 

On  February  12, 1859,  the  members  set  aside  at  the  southern  base  of 
the  triangle  a  lot  100  by  56  feet  for  a  cemetery  "for  the  members  of  the 
church,  their  families  and  friends."  Maintained  in  good  repair,  the 
116-year-old  church  structure  stands  in  the  piney  grove  as  a  monument 
to  early  religion  in  Martin  County. 

Skewarkey  membership  was  badly  depleted  when  about  fifty 
members  were  dismissed  to  constitute  Picot  Meeting  House.  Then  in 
June,  1829,  twenty-three  members  were  dismissed  at  Skewarkey  to 
constitute  a  church  at  Bear  Grass.  Those  withdrawing  were:  Daniel 
Biggs,  John  Clark,  Warren  (Warner)  G.  Bailey,  Eliza  Biggs,  Thomas 
Wheatley,  Jonathan  Reddick,  Bethel  Leggett,  Mary  Clark,  King 
Harrison,  Noah  Gurganus,  Polly  Gurganus,  David  Woolard,  James 
Harrison,  Abram  Peal,  Nancy  Peal,  Nancy  Harrison,  James  Lanier, 
Hardy  Wheatley,  Daniel  Lilley,  Levinia  Lilley,  Jenny  Harrison,  Sophia 
Harrison  and  Ann  Peal. 

Inactive  for  several  years,  the  Skewarkey  Union,  a  voluntary 
organization  embracing  several  churches,  was  revived  at  a  conference 
in  January,  1841.  The  new  union  included  Skewarkey  and  Spring 
Green.  In  1848  Bear  Grass  and  Smithwick's  Creek  were  cooperating  in 
the  union  meetings. 

During  the  18th  and  19th  centuries  union  meetings  of  several  neigh- 
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boring  churches  were  formed  and  held  among  the  Baptist  of  the  United 
States.  Elder  Joseph  Biggs  was  the  principal  founder  of  union 
meetings. 

Singing,  praying  and  preaching  were  the  exercises.  Up  to  about  1830 
there  were  four  unions  within  the  Kehukee  Association:  The  Eastern 
Union,  composed  of  the  churches  of  Coinjock,  Camden,  Sawer's  Creek, 
Knobscrook,  Flatty  Creek,  Yoppim  and  Ballard's  Bridge.  The  Bertie 
Union,  composed  of  the  churches  of  Bertie,  Cashie,  Wiccacon, 
Meherrin  and  Connaritsey.  The  Flat  Swamp  Union,  composed  of  Flat 
Swamp,  Conoho,  Skewarkey  and  Morattock  Churches.  The  Swift 
Creek  Union,  composed  of  the  churches  at  the  Falls  of  Tar  River, 
Kehukee,  Fishing  Creek,  Rocky  Swamp  and  Quankey. 

These  union  meetings  were  not  permanent  organizations,  they  were 
subject  to  changes  so  as  to  suit  the  conveniences  of  the  churches. 
Sometimes  they  would  be  dispensed  with  for  a  while  and  then  revived. 
The  most  notable  case  remembered  is  the  one  called  4 'Skewarkey 
Union,"  which  originated  with  the  church  at  Skewarkey  in  1852.  The 
"Old  Union,"  which  was  made  up  of  that  church,  Bear  Grass,  Smith- 
wick's  Creek  and  Picot,  had  quietly  disappeared  for  several  years  and 
Skewarkey  took  measures  to  revive  it. 

There  appeared  to  be  a  wavering  of  the  Confession  of  Faith, 
Decorum  and  Covenant  on  the  part  of  some  Skewarkey  members 
during  1832,  and  the  believers  in  them  were  asked  to  sign  a  paper, 
stating  their  positions.  The  signatures,  bearing  date  of  May  12,  1832, 
follow : 

Joseph  Biggs,  Lemuel  Nowell,  John  Ward,  Miles  Peal,  Joseph  D. 
Biggs,  Henry  Short,  Thomas  Biggs,  William  Rogerson,  Isom  Whitaker, 
Henry  Swanner,  Tabitha  Swanner,  Nancy  Ward,  Elizabeth  Nowell, 
Piley  Warren,  Kiddy  Peal,  Rutha  Cherry,  Elizabeth  Riddick, 
Elizabeth  Short,  Martha  Hassell,  Crissy  Perry,  Susan  Biggs,  Elizabeth 
Pulley,  Thomas  Reddick,  C.  B.  Hassell,  Malachi  Green,  William 
Rawls,  Chloe  Biggs,  Naomi  Brogden,  Hannah  Rawls,  Mary  Demoris, 
Tamor  Price,  Lishey  Smithwick,  Polley  Teal,  Reby  Warren,  Misey 
Teal,  Elizabeth  Cobb,  Rhoda  Williams,  Miley  Rogers,  Milley  Yarrell, 
Penelope  Cherry,  Duggan's  Rommy,  Latham's  Wilson,  Smithwick's 
Maude,  McKee's  Jenny,  Daniel's  Judah,  Polly  Cotanch,  Tinney, 
Beatrice  Hagans,  Rogerson's  Rachel,  and  Saunders'  Molley.  Other 
members  signed  at  later  dates,  but  Isabella  Smithwick  and  Penelope 
Smithwick  did  not  sign  and  they  were  excommunicated. 

CONFESSION  OF  FAITH 
I.   We  believe  in  the  being  of  God,  as  an  Almighty,  Eternal,  Un- 
changeable, of  infinite  Wisdom,  Power,  Justice,  Holiness,  Goodness, 
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Mercy  and  Truth,  and  that  his  God  has  revealed  himself  in  His  words, 
under  the  character  of  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost. 

II.  We  believe  that  Almighty  God  has  made  known  His  mind  and 
wits  to  the  children  of  men  in  his  ward,  which  ward  we  believe  to  be  of 
Divine  Authority  and  contains  all  things  necessary  to  be  known  for  the 
Salvation  of  men  and  woman,  the  same  is  comprehensible  in  the  Books 
of  the  old  and  new  Testaments  as  are  commonly  received. 

III.  We  believe  that  God  before  the  foundation  of  the  world  for  a 
purpose  of  His  own  Glory,  did  elect  a  certain  number  of  men  and 
Angels  to  Eternal  life  and  that  the  election  is  particular,  Eternal  and 
unconditional  on  the  creatures'  part. 

IV.  We  believe  that  when  God  made  man,  at  first  he  was  perfect, 
holy  and  upright,  able  to  keep  the  Law  but  liable  to  fall,  and  that  he 
stood  as  a  Federal  head  or  Representative  of  all  his  natural  offspring 
and  that  they  now  be  partakers  of  the  benefits  of  his  obediences  or 
exposed  to  the  misery  which  spring  from  his  disobediences. 

V.  We  believe  that  Adam  fell  from  this  state  of  moral  rectitude  and 
that  he  involved  himself  and  all  his  natural  offspring  in  a  state  of  death 
and  for  that  original  transgression  we  all  are  both  filthy  and  guilty  in 
the  sight  of  our  Holy  God. 

VI.  We  also  believe  that  it  is  utterly  out  of  the  powers  of  men  as 
fallen  creatures  to  keep  the  Law  of  God  perfectly,  repent  of  their  sins 
truly,  or  believe  in  Christ,  except  they  be  drawn  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

VII.  We  believe  that  in  God's  own  appointed  time  (and  maybe 
means  which  He  has  ordained)  the  Elect  shall  be  called,  Justified, 
pardoned  and  sanctified,  and  that  it  is  impossible  they  can  utterly 
refuse  the  call  but  shall  be  made  willing  by  Divine  grace  to  receive  the 
offers  of  mercy. 

VIII.  We  believe  that  justification  in  the  sight  of  God  only  by  the 
imputed  righteousness  of  Jesus  Christ  received  and  applied  by  faith 
alone. 

IX.  We  believe  in  like  manner  that  God's  Elect  shall  be  born  again 
and  changed,  by  the  effectual  working  of  God's  Holy  Spirit. 

X.  We  believe  that  such  as  are  converted,  Justified  and  called  by 
His  Grace  shall  persevere  in  holiness  and  never  fall  finally  away. 

XI.  We  believe  it  to  be  a  duty  incumbent  on  all  God's  people  to  walk 
religiously  in  good  works,  not  in  the  old  covenant  way  of  life  and  the 
favor  of  the  Lord  by  it,  but  only  as  a  duty  from  a  principle  of  love. 

XII.  We  believe  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper  are  Gospel  Or- 
dinances both  belonging  to  the  converted  or  true  believers  and  that 
persons  who  were  sprinkled  or  dipped,  whilst  in  unbelief  were  not 


75 


regularly  baptised  according  to  God's  words  and  that  such  ought  to  be 
baptised  after  they  are  savingly  converted  in  the  faith  of  Christ. 

XIII.  We  believe  that  no  minister  has  a  right  to  the  administration 
of  the  Ordinances,  only  such  as  are  regularly  called  and  come  under 
imposition  of  hands  by  the  presbytery. 

XIV.  We  believe  in  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  both  of  the  just  and 
unjust  and  a  General  Judgment. 

XV.  We  believe  the  punishment  of  the  wicked  is  everlasting  as  the 
joys  of  righteous  are  Eternal. 

COVENANT 

,  The  last  Covenant  adopted  was  presented  to  the  Church  on  March 
8th,  1806.  A  form  of  Confession  of  Faith  was  presented  also  at  this 
time.  Both  were  deliberately  read  and  satisfied  by  the  church 
unanimously— The  Covenant  reads  as  follows: 

"For  as  much  as  Almighty  God  by  His  grace  has  been  pleased  (as  we 
hope  to  call  us,  whose  names  are  underneath  subscribed)  out  of 
darkness  into  the  marvelous  light  and  all  of  us  having  been  regularly 
baptised  by  immersion  of  a  profession  of  our  faith  in  Christ  Jesus,  and 
have  given  up  ourselves  to  the  Lord  and  do  hereby  give  up  ourselves 
to  one  another  in  a  Gospel  Church  way  to  be  governed  by  a  proper 
Discipline  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God,  and  we  therefore  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  Jesus,  by  His  assistance  covenant  and  agree  to  keep  up  the 
Discipline  of  the  Church  we  are  members  of,  in  the  most  Brotherly 
affection  toward  each  other,  while  we  endeavour  punctually  to  ob- 
serve the  following  rules: 

"First— In  brotherly  love  to  pray  for  each  other,  to  watch  over  one 
another  and  if  need  be  to  in  the  most  tender  and  affectionate  manner  to 
reprove  one  another,  and  if  any  of  our  brethen  trespass  against  us  to  go 
and  tell  him  his  fault  according  to  the  direction  given  by  our  Lord,  in 
the  18th  of  Saint  Matthew's  Gospel,  and  not  to  be  whispering  and  back 
biting.  We  also  agree  with  God's  assistance  to  pray  in  our  families, 
attend  our  Church  meetings,  observe  the  Lord's  day  as  holy  and  not 
absent  ourselves  from  the  Communion  of  the  Lord's  Supper  without  a 
Lawful  excuse,  and  not  to  neglect  to  communicate  to  the  defraying  of 
the  Church  expenses  nor  for  the  support  of  the  Ministry.  Not 
irregularly  to  depart  from  the  fellowship  of  the  Church,  nor  remove  to 
distant  Churches  without  a  regular  dismission,  or  unreasonably 
refused. 

"These  things  we  do  covenant  and  agree  to  observe  and  keep  sacred 
in  the  name  of  and  by  the  assistance  of  the  Holy  Trinity.  Amen. 

"Signed  by  the  mutual  consent  of  the  members  whose  names  are 
underneath  subscribed : ' ' 
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Joseph  Biggs,  Kedar  Biggs,  William  Biggs,  Reuben  Ross,  Edward 
Byrd,  John  Ferrell,  Joel  Cherry,  Jacob  Tice,  James  Clark,  Levi 
Cone,  Harrell  Cherry,  William  Cherry,  M.  Chappell,  Samuel  Williams, 
Robert  Warren,  Henry  Swanner,  Mary  Clark,  Nathan  Ross,  Tabitha 
Swanner,  J.  S.  Duggan,  Elizabeth  Nobles,  John  Hooks,  Sally  Cooper, 
Parker  Harrell,  Thomas  Lanier,  Swain  Duggan,  King  Harrison, 
Elizabeth  Byrd,  Hannah  Biggs,  Mary  Ross,  Chloe  Cone,  Ann  Cone, 
Nancy  Harrison,  Nancy  Gardner,  Phereby  Askew,  Milley  Cone, 
Leah  Leggett,  Hannah  Kennedy,  Nancy  Biggs,  Elizabeth  Gilbyrd, 
Delilah  Harrell,  Kenneth  Reddick,  Mary  Smithwick,  Simmons  Wyatt, 
Jemima  Mitchell,  James  Hardison,  Nancy  Tice,  Asa  Biggs,  Milly 
Taylor,  Peroby  Pierce,  Sally  Smithwick,  Elizabeth  Williams,  Lydia 
Cherry,  Wyney  Biggs,  Martha  Ballantine,  Lurany  Futral,  Ann  Biggs, 
Elizabeth  Dudly,  James  Collins,  Robert  of  color,  Gus  of  color,  Ben- 
jamin of  color,  Ginny  of  color,  Nanny  of  color,  James  Harrison,  Anna 
Hollowell,  Jesse  Mitchell,  Elizabeth  Duggan,  M.  Askew,  Anna 
Williams,  J.  Biggs,  Dicey  Cherry. 

One  of  the  members  joined  another  society  in  March,  1837,  and  she 
was  excommunicated,  the  entry  reading:  "The  church  feels  that  she 
ha d  not  obeyed  the  principles  upon  which  she  joined  the  church . ' ' 

Asked  to  submit  a  report  at  the  next  association  to  a  paper  "pur- 
porting to  be  a  declaration  of  the  reformed  Baptist  churches  in  North 
Carolina,"  the  committee  said  on  February  20,  1827: 

"As  to  missionary  societies,  tract  societies,  theological  seminaries 
and  Bible  societies,  they  look  to  us  like  the  inventions  of  men  and  we 
disapprove  of  the  practices  heretofore  resorted  to  for  their  support 

Decause  we  think  they  are  not  from  the  Scriptures,  and  we 

recommend  to  let  them  alone,  remembering  what  the  Scriptures  say 
:hat  if  it  be  of  God  ye  cannot  overthrow  it,  but  if  of  men  it  will  come  to 
laught,  and  as  we  do  not  know  but  they  may  be  instrumental  in  the 
land  of  God  for  doing  good ;  therefore,  we  cannot  feel  willing  to  declare 
ion-fellowship  with  them,  but  we  think  it  would  be  disorder  for  any  of 
xir  members  to  unite  with  them  under  personal  circumstances." 

The  church  sanctioned  the  report,  submitted  by  Joseph  Biggs, 
Joseph  D.  Biggs,  James  Harrison  and  John  Ward,  members  of  the 
committee. 

Although  he  was  not  ordained  as  a  minister,  Cushing  Biggs  Hassell 
started  exercising  his  ministerial  gifts  in  1840  and  was  given  a  license 
by  Elder  Biggs  to  preach  on  January  8, 1842.  He  was  not  ordained  until 
December  5, 1843.  Hassell  was  called  to  the  pastorate  at  Skewarkey  on 
November  7,  1844,  marking  the  beginning  of  an  84-year  tenure  of  the 
elder  Hassell  and  his  son,  Sylvester,  as  Skewarkey  pastors. 
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The  elder  Hassell  was  moderator  of  the  Kehukee  Primitive  Baptist 
Association  for  17  years,  or  until  his  death  in  April,  1880.  He  was 
succeeded  by  his  son,  Sylvester,  who  served  in  the  position  48  years,  or 
until  his  death  in  April,  1928. 

C.  B.  Hassell,  one  of  the  great  stalwarts  in  the  Primitive  Baptist  faith 
for  40  years,  authored  "History  of  the  Church  of  God  from  the  Creation 
to  A.  D.  1885."  When  he  died  in  1880  his  son,  Sylvester,  completed  the 
more  than  1,000-page  history  in  1885.  The  book,  one  of  the  greatest 
histories  on  religion,  went  into  its  third  printing  in  1973. 

Thomas  Biggs  on  July  11,  1847,  at  Skewarkey,  was  ordained  to  the 
administration  of  the  gospel  by  Elders  William  Whitaker  and  C.  B. 
Hassell.  Thomas  Biggs  died  on  August  4,  1855,  and  Elder  Clayton 
Moore  was  requested  to  write  his  biography. 

At  the  January,  1854,  conference  the  following  officers  and  members 
were  listed: 

C.  B.  Hassell,  pastor;  Thomas  Biggs,  elder;  Stanley  Duggan, 
deacon;  Joseph  D.  Biggs,  clerk;  William  Rogerson,  Malachi  Green, 
Americus  Gilbert,  William  Swain,  Samuel  Rogers,  Asa  Biggs,  William 
Melson,  Abel  West,  John  H.  Brown,  James  Burroughs,  Anthony 
Burroughs,  Milton  Bennett,  Tabitha  Swanner,  Naomi  Brogden,  Nancy 
Gainor,  Martha  Hassell,  Crissy  Perry,  Susan  Biggs,  Elizabeth  Pulley, 
Elizabeth  Harris,  Elizabeth  Green,  Penelope  Biggs,  Elizabeth  Moore, 
Sally  K.  Duggan,  Penelope  Allsbrook,  Faitney  Gilbert,  Martha  M. 
Hassell,  Mary  Horswell,  Maria  Rogers,  Rebecca  George,  Sophia  N. 
Biggs,  Olive  Melson,  Peggy  Cherry,  Margaret  Brown,  Mary  Eliza 
Hoell,  Martha  E.  Biggs,  Sally  Ray,  Elizabeth  West,  Sally  Burroughs, 
Elizabeth  Jolly,  Louisa  F.  Biggs,  Marina  Harrell,  Joseph  Reed, 
Duggan's  Primrose,  Duggan's  Jack,  Williams'  Job,  Staton's  Richard, 
Williams'  (?),  Clements'  Joshua,  Williams'  King,  Slade's  John, 
Rogers'  Miles,  Whitley's  Blount,  Penelope  Keys,  Nancy  Hyman, 
Nancy  Reed,  Lizziny  Moore,  Polly  Cotanch,  Hunter's  Nancy, 
Rogerson's  Rachel,  Hyman's  Rose,  Slade's  Polly,  Williams'  Pendar, 
Slade's  Comfort,  Hassell's  Tempy,  Hoell's  Betsy,  Williams'  Naomi, 
Hassell's  Chan,  Slade's  Eliza,  Slade's  Milly,  Perkins'  Hannah,  and 
Nancy  Cherry. 

Believed  to  have  been  recorded  during  most  of  the  Civil  War  years, 
the  minutes  are  not  to  be  found  now  from  May,  1861,  until  June,  1864. 

An  interesting  entry  is  found  in  the  1866  minutes,  showing  the  ac- 
ceptance of  former  slaves  for  baptism,  including  Floro,  formerly 
owned  by  Mrs.  Helen  Slade.  Levi  and  Mary  Roberson,  Jane  Staton  and 
Harriet  Williams. 
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Former  slaves  first  assumed  surnames  in  1866,  promoting  the 
following  resolution  prepared  by  Asa  Biggs: 

"Whereas  by  the  recent  action  of  the  public  authorities  the  slaves 
have  been  emancipated  and  authorized  to  assume  names  for  them- 
selves for  the  future:  Now,  with  the  consent  of  the  church  and  who  are 
present  and  agree  thereto:  resolved  that  the  colored  members  of  this 
church  give  notice  to  the  clerk  the  names  they  assume  and  the  church 
list  be  conformed  thereto  and  called  accordingly." 

In  January,  1867,  the  church  roll  included  the  following  former 
slaves  with  their  assumed  names,  most  of  them  choosing  the  family 
names  of  their  former  owners:  Bennett  Burgess  (Burroughs),  King 
Williams,  Miles  Rogers,  Louis  Slade,  Joshua  Respass,  John  Slade, 
Staton  Wilson,  Lizzina  Moore,  Rachel  Rogerson,  Tempy  Hassell,  Milly 
Slade,  Tempy  Biggs,  Mary  Speller,  Pope's  Patsy,  Flora  Slade,  Jane 
Staton,  Polly  Cotanch,  Pender  Lanier,  Naomi  Slade,  Hannah  Darlet, 
Maria  Respass,  Aggy  Smithwick,  Jennie  Rogerson,  Mary  Robason  and 
Hannah  Williams. 

Other  officers  and  members  of  Skewarkey  in  January,  1867,  were: 
C.  B.  Hassell,  pastor;  Stanley  Duggan,  Alfred  Moore  and  William 
Wilson,  deacons;  Joseph  D.  Biggs,  clerk;  William  Swain,  Asa  Biggs, 
Milton  Bennett,  Ruffin  Hardy,  Malchi  Green,  Samuel  Rogers,  James 
S.  Burgess,  Samuel  Glisson,  Sylvester  Hassell,  Elizabeth  Green, 
Elizabeth  Moore,  Martha  M.  Hassell,  Maria  Rogers,  Olive  Melson, 
Margaret  Brown,  Sallie  Ray,  Sallie  Burroughs,  Marina  (Mariah) 
Hassell,  Mary  Cherry,  Henrietta  Lloyd,  Mary  E.  Bailey,  Susan  E. 
Pope,  Mary  Hardy,  Frances  Smith,  Harriet  Hadley,  Penelope  Biggs, 
Sallie  K.  Duggan,  Mary  Horswell,  Sophia  N.  Biggs,  Peggy  Cherry, 
Martha  E.  Biggs,  Elizabeth  West,  Lavenia  F.  Biggs,  Mary  Lanier,  Ella 
Jane  Bailey,  Martha  Ann  Lloyd,  Elizabeth  Bennett,  Cynthia  Cherry, 
Lydia  Coltrain,  Annice  Keel  and  Dicy  Peel. 

The  first  colored  Primitive  Baptist  preachers  in  this  county  were 
reported  back  in  January,  1867,  when  Miles  Rogers  and  Bennett 
Burroughs  made  application  for  the  privilege  of  "exercising  their  gifts 
by  preaching."  The  application  was  granted.  The  action  possibly 
marks  the  withdrawal  of  the  former  slaves  from  the  white  church  to 
launch  out  on  their  own.  In  April,  1871,  Aaron  Griffin  was  granted  the 
right  to  exercise  his  gifts  in  public  among  his  own  color. 

During  1873  the  colored  members  applied  to  the  church  for 
dismissals  to  form  churches  of  their  own.  Skewarkey  debated  the 
requests  and  in  September,  1873,  entered  the  following  resolution: 
"...  that  it  is  best  to  remain  as  we  are,  and  that  churches  grant  no 
letters  of  dismission  for  that  purpose." 
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Declaring  he  was  against  using  Black  (Back)  Swamp  bridge  area  for 
baptismals,  William  Melson  recommended  a  place  farther  up  the 
stream  called  Harrell's  Crossing.  Apparently  a  change  was  made,  the 
minutes  showing  that  a  baptismal  service  was  held  at  Black  Swamp 
near  William  Jones's  in  August,  1870.  In  November,  187,  Sylvester 
Hassell  was  granted  permission  to  exercise  his  gifts  in  a  public  place 
"whenever  and  wherever  he  thinks  proper."  He  was  ordained  to  the 
ministry  the  second  Sunday  in  August,  1874,  by  a  presbytery  composed 
of  Elders  William  Whitaker,  C.  B.  Hassell  and  David  House. 

Apparently  the  church  was  without  a  regular  pastor  following  Elder 
C.  B.  Hassell's  death  on  April  11,  1880,  until  early  1882.  His  son, 
Sylvester,  was  called  in  February,  1882,  and  he  accepted  in  March, 
1883.  It  is  fairly  certain  that  he  occupied  the  pulpit  much  of  the  time 
following  his  father's  death. 

James  Edwin  Moore,  prominent  county  lawyer  who  moved  from 
Jamesville  to  Williamston,  was  granted  permission  ui  April,  1886,  to 
exercise  his  gifts  in  public. 

The  church  grounds  were  enlarged  in  July,  1887,  when  William  Slade 
was  directed  to  buy  additional  ground  from  Mrs.  Short  and  a  Mr. 
Mizelle. 

Despite  the  withdrawals  over  the  years  when  other  churches  were 
being  formed  and  when  other  denominations  were  increasing  in 
numbers,  Skewarkey  possibly  had  its  most  prosperous  peak  in  Sep- 
tember, 1887.  Eighty-six  members  were  on  the  roll  there  at  the  time. 
The  colored  withdrawals  were  hardly  noticeable,  for  25  of  the  race 
were  listed  on  the  rolls.  The  membership  then  included: 

Sylvester  Hassell,  pastor;  Milton  Bennett  and  William  Slade, 
deacons;  Joseph  D.  Biggs,  clerk;  John  D.  Price,  John  H.  Brown,  Noah 
Gurganus,  James  A.  Mizelle,  Eli  Taylor,  Warner  G.  Briley,  James  E. 
Moore,  Ashley  D.  Mizelle,  Henry  Jones,  Levi  S.  Jones,  John  W. 
Mizelle,  Martha  M.  Hassell,  Peggy  Cherry,  Margaret  Brown,  Sally 
Ray,  Sally  Burroughs,  Marina  Harrell,  Mary  Lanier,  Mary  E.  Cherry, 
Celia  Jane  Bailey,  Henrietta  Lloyd,  Elizabeth  Bennett,  Mary  Hardy, 
Frances  Smith,  Harriet  Hadley,  Mary  Turner,  Winifred  Roberson, 
Matilda  Bowen,  Sally  Roberson,  Catherine  Biggs,  Lizzie  Culifer, 
Louisa  Manning,  Dorothea  Burroughs,  Cordelia  Slade,  Matilda 
Bennett,  Sarah  Swanner,  Mary  E.  Cook,  Harriet  Ann  Price,  Martha  C. 
Crawford,  Jennie  Moore,  Nettie  Ewell,  Sarah  Jane  Reddick,  Winifrd 
Cobb,  Nancy  Rogerson,  Crissy  Jones,  Mosella  Lilley,  Ellen  Whitaker, 
Mary  Ann  Mizelle,  Roxana  Cowan,  Patsy  Mizelle,  Betty  Mizelle, 
Arnice  Keel,  Susan  Nicholson,  Sarah  Peal,  Sally  E.  Barfield; 

Colored:    Lewis  Slade,  James  Gilliam,  Daniel  .Moore,  Bryant 
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Gurganus,  Isaac  Randal,  Lizziny  Moore,  Polly  Cotanch,  Tempy 
Hassell,  Maris  Respass,  Flora  Slade,  Sarah  Cherry,  Tempy  Simmons, 
Suckey  Hardison,  Rilly  Slade,  Jane  Wilson,  Wennie  Latham,  Siley 
Battle,  Sarah  Manning,  Sabra  Skiles,  Louisa  Respass,  Delha  Roger- 
son,  Amanda  Slade,  Liley  Latham,  Rosa  Yarrell  and  Sophia  Latham. 

In  1880  the  members  contributed  $31.30  for  the  erection  of  a  bap- 
tismal house  at  Leggett's  (Sweet  Water  Creek)  Bridge,  and  $40  was 
raised  for  painting  the  church.  At  the  September,  1892,  conference  the 
members  voted  to  remove  the  baptismal  house  to  Black  Swamp,  and 
Levi  Jones  was  appointed  to  keep  the  keys. 

Ashley  D.  Mizelle,  occupying  pulpits  on  previous  occasions,  was 
licensed  to  "exercise  his  gifts  whenever  called  on"  by  Skew ar key 
Church  in  July,  1895. 

Living  near  the  church,  Hosea  Harrington,  was  relieved  of  caring  for 
the  meeting  house,  and  Levi  Jones  succeeded  him. 

In  the  year  of  1899,  Elder  Sylvester  Hassell  moderated  every  con- 
ference. Eli  Taylor  was  clerk. 

Assisting  Elder  Hassell  in  1900  were :  A.  J.  Moore,  George  Roberson, 
Walter  White,  with  Eli  Taylor  as  clerk. 

During  the  next  27  years  or  more  Elder  Hassell  moderated  the 
conferences  with  others  at  intervals.  They  were  Ashley  D.  Mizelle,  A. 
J.  Moore,  George  Roberson,  Walter  White,  F.  Smith,  H.  D.  Jenkins,  W. 
B.  Harrington,  John  M.  Rogerson,  L.  H.  Hardy,  Edward  C.  Stone,  J.  S. 
Corbitt,  B.  S.  Cowin,  R.  E.  Adams,  and  Elders  Bland  and  Lawrence. 
Following  Eli  Taylor's  death,  John  H.  Mizelle  succeeded  him  as  clerk. 

Sylvester  Hassell  died  on  August  18, 1928,  ending  just  about  46  years 
of  faithful  service  in  the  work  at  Skewarkey,  and  he  was  succeeded  by 
Elder  B.  S.  Cowin  as  pastor  of  the  church  in  May,  1929.  He  served 
Skewarkey  for  18  years.  Moderators  working  with  Cowin  at  times 
during  those  years  were:  George  S.  Lilley,  J.  N.  Rogerson,  J.  S. 
Corbitt,  W.  S.  Peel,  M.  Stubbs,  A.  B.  Ayers,  Ephrain  Peel,  W.  E. 
Grimes,  and  E.  C.  Stone.  W.  S.  Peel,  John  H.  Mizelle  and  J.  D.  Bowen 
served  as  clerks. 

After  Elder  B.  S.  Cowin's  death  on  March  8,  1950,  E.  C.  Stevenson 
served  as  moderator  and  accepted  the  pastoral  care  of  the  church  in 
August,  1950.  Following  Stevenson's  death  on  October  18,  1962,  Elder 
E.  C.  Harrison  was  called  upon  to  take  over  the  pastoral  care,  and  he 
entered  upon  the  duties  at  Skewarkey  in  February,  1963,  a  position  he 
still  holds. 

J.  D.  Bowen,  while  holding  his  membership  at  Bear  Grass,  served  as 
Skewarkey  clerk  until  February,  1959.  Johnny  Ray  Gardner  was  then 
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named  clerk  and  he  served  until  January,  1973,  when  Mrs.  Walter 
Raynor  accepted  the  duties. 

Unnamed  Episcopal  Church 

Organized  in  London  in  1675,  ''The  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the 
Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts"  did  little  work  until  it  was  reorganized  and 
granted  a  charter  by  King  William  III  in  1701.  As  a  result  of  the 
reorganized  society,  the  Episcopal  Church  made  its  first  inroads  into 
Eastern  Carolina  about  1740.  The  first  authentic  record  of  an 
established  Episcopal  church  in  the  area  was  in  1748,  when  a  reference 
was  made  to  a  church  being  located  about  seven  miles  northwest  of 
Tarboro  on  the  southeast  side  of  Tar  River.  The  spiritual  condition  in 
the  area  started  eroding  and  when  the  Rev.  C.  E.  Taylor  of  North- 
hampton County  visited  the  area  in  1772  he  explained  the  section  had 
been  without  a  minister  for  some  time.  The  activities  of  the  church 
were  centered  in  Edgecombe  area,  but  at  the  end  of  the  Revolutionary 
War  in  1783  the  church  body  was  almost  gone. 

A  reoganization  of  the  church  was  started  not  too  long  after  the  war 
on  an  American  basis,  and  a  Williamston  resident,  James  L.  Wilson, 
became  a  leader  in  reawakening  the  church.  He  is  listed  among 
Williamston  residents  in  1784,  and  possibly  performed  certain 
sacraments  as  a  layman.  In  1789  he  was  called  to  Holy  Orders  and 
traveled  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  was  ordained  by  the  Rt.  Rev. 
William  White,  the  first  presiding  bishop  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in 
America. 

The  reawakening  of  the  almost  non-existent  church  in  the  State  was 
started  in  a  small  but  meaningful  way  in  1789.  On  June  5, 1790,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Wilson  of  Williamston  met  with  Chas.  Pettigrew  in  Tarboro,  and 
they,  with  Dr.  John  Leigh  and  William  Clements,  both  of  Tarboro,  held 
the  first  convention  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  North  Carolina.  Mr. 
Wilson  was  made  president  of  the  convention,  serving  three  or  four 
terms. 

Wilson,  the  minister,  served  both  Martin  and  Edgecombe  counties 
from  1789  until  about  1800.  The  Episcopal  church  in  this  county  was 
located  on  Highway  125  across  the  road  from  Clyde  Manning's  store 
about  three  miles  from  Williamston.  Little  is  known  about  the  church, 
but  there  is  an  entry  in  "The  Life  and  Times  of  Elder  Reuben  Ross" 
relating  to  the  church.  Reuben  Ross,  a  Baptist  preacher,  operated  a 
mercantile  business  in  Williamston,  during  the  early  1800s,  and  when 
he  experienced  financial  reverses  made  ready  to  settle  in  Tennessee 
The  book,  written  by  Elder  Ross's  son,  John,  says:  "On  May  6,  1807, 
the  emigrators  were  to  meet  at  a  deserted  Episcopal  church  in  a  pine 
forest  a  few  miles  west  of  Williamston  and  there  pitch  their  tents  for 
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the  first  time.  Several  other  families  had  concluded  to  emigrate  with 
us." 

There  are  two  cemeteries  on  the  Slade  and  Helen  Blount  Slade  lands, 
and  all  indications  point  to  the  church  location  as  being  near  the  older 
one.  In  1790  the  Slade  families  owned  most  of  the  land  in  the  area,  and 
sine  they  were  devout  churchmen,  it  is  believed  the  Rev.  James  L. 
Wilson  based  his  ministry  there  until  about  1797.  There  is  a  record 
where  he  discontinued  his  visits  to  the  church  in  Tarboro  that  year.  It 
is  also  believed  he  left  this  county  about  the  same  time,  John  Ross 
stating  that  the  church  had  been  abandoned  prior  to  1807. 

No  record  of  a  name  for  the  church  is  to  be  found,  but  it  could  have 
been  named  after  the  patron  saint  of  France,  St.  Martin's  Parish,  a 
name  later  chosen  for  the  church  in  Hamilton. 

Apparently  there  was  little  activity  among  the  Episcopalians  in 
Martin  County  for  almost  half  century  after  1797. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church 

The  roots  of  Methodism  were  planted  as  far  back  as  1778  along  the 
rich  lands  of  Roanoke  River,  but  it  was  some  years  later,  in  1792, 
before  the  denomination  achieved  anything  resembling  an  organized 
form.  It  was  in  the  latter  year  that  Bishop  Francis  Asbury  came  to 
Williamston,  ordaining  John  Watts  as  a  deacon  and  empowering  him 
with  the  rights  to  take  care  of  baptismal  rites,  conduct  funerals,  of- 
ficiate at  weddings  and  administer  other  sacraments  of  the  church. 

An  entry  in  the  old  Watts  family  Bible  says  John  Watts  joined  the 
church  in  1778,  and  was  licensed  to  preach  in  1780.  No  records  have 
been  found  indicating  he  held  any  services  or,  if  any,  where  they  were 
held.  It  was  twelve  years  later  before  he  was  ordained  as  a  deacon  by 
Bishop  Asbury  and  "commissioned"  to  perform  certain  religious  rites 
or  sacraments. 

While  there  was  no  organized  congregation  at  the  time,  it  is  apparent 
that  Watts  was  the  first  recognized  leader  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  this  county,  that  he  was  given  a  reputable  standing  when 
"commissioned"  as  a  deacon  by  Bishop  Asbury  in  January,  1792. 

Bishop  Asbury  reported  in  his  "Journal"  on  February  23,  1803:  "We 
rode  22  miles  to  Williamston,  Martin  County  (from  Washington) ;  I  had 
not  been  at  this  place  since  January,  1792.  I  find  here  now  about  twenty 
families,  and  about  forty  buildings." 

The  bishop  referred  to  holding  services  in  the  courthouse,  stating  the 
structure  was  one  and  one-half  stories.  He  added  that  he  was  surprised 
to  see  so  many  called  together  by  twenty-four  hours'  notice,  that  he 
admired  the  patience  of  the  people,  many  of  whom  were  obliged  to 
stand  in  the  lobby. 
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John  Watts  was  referred  to  as  a  local  ''preacher"  who  still  keeps  his 
ground  although  the  Baptists  were  said  to  have  been  very  numerous  in 
this  area  at  the  time.  No  record  is  to  be  found  showing  Watts  was 
ordained  as  a  minister.  However,  it  is  apparent  that  Watts  was  the 
first  leader  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Williamston  and 
immediate  area. 

After  speaking  to  many  hearers  at  Gardner's  Bridge  on  February  27, 
1804,  the  bishop  visited  John  Watts  in  Williamston,  making  no  com- 
ment before  continuing  to  the  home  of  Col.  Samuel  Williams, 
preaching  at  Williams'  Chapel.  The  bishop  returned  to  Williamston  on 
January  31, 1805,  and  preached  at  "Brother  Watts'  house."  He  said  the 
Roanoke  was  full.  After  preaching  at  Williams'  Chapel  on  Sunday, 
January  29,  1809,  the  Bishop  made  his  fourth  and  last  visit  to 
Williamston  the  following  day  and  "preached  to  a  few  people." 

There  are  no  available  records  of  Methodism  in  this  area  from  1809 
until  February  22,  1828,  when  James  Clark  deeded  a  one-half  acre  of 
land  to  Wheeler  Martin,  Bazil  Floyd,  Ezekiel  W.  Wyatt,  Charles 
Meazell,  Jesse  Gillikin,  Lemuel  Whittlesey,  Peter  E.  Madders, 
Thomas  Shaw  and  William  L.  Williams,  trustees.  A  small  log  church 
was  built  on  the  lot,  and  it  is  believed  that  Wheeler  Martin,  a  leather 
worker  and  preacher,  was  the  first  pastor. 

After  worshiping  in  the  log  house  about  eight  years,  the  church 
brought  a  lot  from  William  Hyman  in  1836,  the  site  being  the  one  upon 
which  the  present  church  stands.  A  new  spacious  house  of  worship  was 
soon  built.  The  new  church  was  almost  square  and  had  a  gallery. 

After  worshiping  in  the  second  building  until  1899,  the  church  erected 
a  third  house  of  worship;  while  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Fisher  (1897-1899)  was 
pastor.  The  church  was  dedicated  in  1902,  when  Bishop  Smith  came 
here  to  conduct  the  special  service.  The  Rev.  T.  H.  Sutton  was  pastor 
at  that  time. 

Started  in  1899,  the  present  church  building  was  enlarged  in  1922  to 
include  two  classrooms  at  the  rear.  The  two  classrooms  were  later 
removed  and  an  educational  building  was  erected  in  their  place  in  1950. 
During  the  meantime,  the  church  renovated  its  sanctuary  at  a  cost  of 
$7,822.68  during  the  Rev.  E.  R.  Shuller's  pastorate.  The  educational 
building  committee  was  Jesse  S.  Whitley  and  D.  V.  Clayton,  Sr.,  and 
Herbert  Whitley  was  the  architect.  The  educational  building  in 
debtedness  was  liquidated  in  1956,  and  Bishop  Paul  N.  Garber  con- 
ducted the  service  while  the  Rev.  R.  C.  Mooney  was  pastor  on 
November  3,  1957.  Since  that  time  many  improvements  have  been 
made  to  the  church  plant,  including  carpeting. 

The  first  parsonage,  a  one-story  house,  was  built  on  a  site  about  one 
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lot  removed  from  the  church  during  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  J.  E. 
Bristoe  (1883-1884).  It  was  occupied  for  the  first  time  by  the  Rev.  J. 
0.  Guthrie  (1884-1886).  Prior  to  that  time,  the  late  C.  D.  Carstarphen, 
Sr.,  and  his  wife,  Eliza,  had  rooms  ready  for  the  preachers  in  their 
home  on  North  Smithwick  Street.  A  second  story  was  added  to  the 
parsonage  during  World  War  I.  When  the  new  parsonage  was  built 
right  next  to  the  church,  the  old  house  of  the  pastors  was  rented,  but 
later  made  into  classrooms,  a  study  and  for  other  functions. 

Listed  among  the  church's  early  pastors  were:  Wheeler  Martin, 
Drs.  Closs,  Mora,  Mann  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Duvall  (April  15,  1854).  A 
complete  list  of  the  pastors  from  1874  to  the  present  follows:  L.  L. 
Nash  (1874-1876),  James  Mahoney  (1876-1879),  W.  H.  Watkins  (1879- 
1880),  W.  B.  Doub  (1880-1883),  J.  E.  Bristoe  (1883-1884),  J.  0.  Guthrie 
(1884-1886),  W.  T.  Cutchins  (1886-1889),  J.  G.  Nelson  (1889-1890),  G.  G. 
Hurley  (1890-1892),  E.  C.  Sell  (1892-1893),  J.  R.  Swayer  (1893-1895),  J. 
A.  Parker  (1895-1897),  G.  W.  Fisher  (1897-1890),  J.  T.  Bagwell  (1899- 
1900),  T.  H.  Sutton  (1900-1904),  E.  E.  Rose  (1904-1905),  P.  L.  Kirton 
(1905-1906),  C.  L.  Reed  (1906-1910),  Rufus  Bradley  (1910-1912),  J.  T. 
Sanford  (1912-1915),  N.  M.  Wright  (1915-1916),  H.  M.  Eure  (1916-1919), 
L.  C.  Larkin  (1919-1922),  M.  R.  Chambers  (1922-1923),  E.  D.  Dodd  (1923- 
1925),  T.  W.  Lee  (1925-1927),  O.  P.  Fitzgerald  (1927-1929),  Dwight  A. 
Petty  (1929-1930),  C.  T.  Rogers  (1930-1934),  R.  R.  Grant  (1934-1937),  S. 
A.  Maxwell  (1937-1939),  S.  J.  Starnes  (1939-1940),  B.  T.  Hurley  (1940- 
1947),  E.  R.  Shuler  (1947-1951),  R.  E.  Walston  (1951-1956),  R.  C.  Mooney 
Jr.  (1956-1959),  S.  G.  Boone  (1959-1964),  J.  D.  Young  (1964-1966),  J.  C. 
P.  Brown  (1966-1971),  and  W.  C.  Ellis  (1971). 

Williamston  United  Methodist 

The  current  Williamston  United  Methodist  Church  family  includes: 
Wallace  M.  Ellis,  pastor;  Mrs.  Janice  Brown,  director  of  music;  Mrs. 
Leslie  Beddard,  Jr.,  secretary;  J.  W.  Snead,  lay  leader;  Will  Hofler, 
lay  member  to  annual  conference;  Mrs.  John  H.  Gurganus,  reserve 
lay  leader  to  annual  conference;  Wheeler  M.  Manning,  chairman  of 
trustees;  George  Cullipher,  chairman  of  finance;  William  B.  Baker, 
chairman  of  committee  on  pastor-parish  relations;  Clyde  Griffin, 
treasurer;  Ben  Daniels,  financial  secretary;  Paul  S.  Hupco,  chairman 
of  council  on  ministries;  Work  area  chairmen:  Mrs.  George  Bunch, 
ecumenical  affairs;  Mrs.  John  H.  Gurganus,  education;  Will  Hofler, 
evangelism;  Mrs.  Daniel  Manning,  missions;  Mrs.  W.  L.  Thrower, 
social  concerns;  Charlie  Finch,  stewardship;  Mrs.  Ed  Grady,  wor- 
ship; age-level  coordinators:  Mrs.  Paul  Hartman,  children;  Melvin 
Williams,  youth;  Bobby  Manning,  adult;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ben  Daniels, 
family;  Mrs.  Jim  Maner,  secretary  of  enlistment;  Robert  Godard, 
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superintendent  of  study  program;  Mrs.  Curtis  Roberson,  president  of 
women  of  the  church;  Charlie  Finch,  president  of  Methodist  men;  Mrs. 
Jack  Daniels,  health  and  welfare  representative;  Members  at  large: 
Larry  Hartman,  David  Bunch,  Dr.  E.  M.  Hunt,  Mearl  Meekins, 
Jr.,  Bobby  Coburn,  Mrs.  Phil  Raiford,  J.  R.  Batchelor,  Carroll  Jones, 
William  Baker,  Clarence  Griffin,  Robert  Bowling,  Fisher  Harris,  R. 
W.  Earles,  Jack  McLelland,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Batchelor,  Edgar  Gurganus, 
George  Corey,  E.  N.  Farnell,  Paul  Hartman,  James  Saunders,  Dr.  E. 
K.  Wright,  Jr.,  B.  W.  Collier,  Mrs.  Dolly  Stalls  and  Mrs.  Luther  Bowen; 
committee  on  nominations  and  personnel:  Wallace  Ellis,  chairman, 
Mrs.  Jack  McLelland,  Carroll  Jones,  Mrs.  Marvin  Britton,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Harrison  and  Mrs.  Clyde  Griffin;  committee  on  pastor-parish 
relations:  William  B.  Baker,  chairman,  Will  Hofler,  Edgar  Gurganus, 
Mrs.  Carroll  Jones,  Mrs.  Mildred  Gurganus  and  Mrs.  Jack  McLelland; 
committee  on  finance:  George  Cullipher,  chairman,  Mrs.  William  B. 
Baker,  Robert  Bowling,  J.  R.  Haden,  Jack  McLelland,  W.  M.  Manning, 
Marvin  Baker  and  Mrs.  E.  N.  Farnell;  board  of  trustees:  W.  M. 
Manning,  G.  W.  Corey,  George  Bunch,  Billy  Rodgerson,  Wesley 
Williams  and  Robert  Foster;  Mrs.  Bessie  Williams,  custodian. 

Church  of  the  Advent 

Following  an  abortive  attempt  to  organize  a  permanent  Episcopal 
Church  in  Martin  County  in  late  1789  or  1790,  there  were  few  activities 
recorded  among  Martin  County  Episcopalians  until  1842  and  more 
particularly  the  year  1849. 

After  the  church  on  Highway  125,  about  three  miles  northwest  of 
Williamston,  was  abandoned  a  few  years  before  1800,  Rev.  William  B. 
Otis,  rector  of  Grace  Church,  Plymouth,  held  services  occasionally  in 
Williamston.  On  December  19,  1842,  Otis  baptized  the  infant  son  of 
William  J.  and  Frances  H.  Ellison,  lay  founders  of  the  parish.  The 
baptism  was  the  first  official  act  of  administration  recorded  in  what 
was  to  become  the  Church  of  the  Advent. 

After  Mr.  Otis,  the  Rev.  Alfred  A.  Watson,  rector  of  the  Plymouth 
church,  came  to  Williamston  as  a  missionary  in  the  1840's  and  held 
services  at  stated  times  in  the  old  courthouse  on  the  brink  of  the  river 
hill. 

Based  mostly  on  records  kept  by  Miss  Emily  Whitley,  the  Rev. 
Thomas  L.  Hastings,  then  (1950)  rector  in  Williamston,  prepared  the 
following  history  of  Church  of  the  Advent  from  the  middle  1800's  to 
1950,  as  follows: 

"Mrs.  Frances  Helen  Ellison  (whose  tablet  is  in  the  present  church) 
had  at  this  time  (1844)  a  Sunday  school,  the  children  meeting  at  her 
house.  She  also  had  the  children  of  the  slaves  to  come  every  Sunday 
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EARLY  CHURCH  BUILDING.— The  above  photograph,  made 
by  the  late  Eugene  Rice,  shows  the  belfry  and  entrance  to  the 
original  Episcopal  Church  of  the  Advent  in  Williamston.  Work  on 
this  building  began  in  1849,  and  it  was  consecrated  April  26, 1850,  by 
Bishop  Ives  of  the  North  Carolina  Diocese.  It  continued  in  use  for  67 
years  before  being  replaced  by  the  present  edifice— a  gift  of  the  late 
Mrs.  Fannie  Chase  Staton— which  was  consecrated  April  26, 1917,  by 
the  Rt.  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Darst,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina. 
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afternoon  and  say  their  catechism  orally  from  a  little  book  compiled 
by  Bishop  Ives  to  teach  the  slaves.  Her  mother,  Mrs.  Ann  G.  Hyman, 
gave  the  plot  of  ground  on  which  the  church  is  built. 

(In  the  absence  of  a  constituted  vestry  and  in  consideration  of  $1, 
Ann  G.  Hyman  deeded  one-quarter  of  an  acre  of  land  to  the  Rt.  Rev. 
Levi  S.  Jones,  D.  D.,  John  W.  Wright,  Esq.,  and  George  W.  Mordecai, 
Esq.,  trustees  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  Diocese  of 
North  Carolina.  According  to  the  deed,  the  quarter-acre  site  was 
located  adjoining  the  town  of  Williamston,"  beginning  at  a  post  on  the 
road  from  Williamston  to  Tarboro,  thence  running  north  fifty-six 
degrees  east  to  a  post  in  the  grove  thirty-nine  yards,  thence  south 
thirty-four  degrees  east  thirty-five  yards  to  the  town  line,  thence  along 
said  town  line  to  the  said  road  from  Williamston  to  Tarborough  and 
thence  along  said  road  to  the  first  station."  The  Williamston-Tarboro 
road  is  now  known  as  Hassell  Street.  The  deed,  dated  September  29, 

1849,  was  witnessed  by  Alfred  A.  Watson  and  John  Hyman. ) 

"After  the  death  of  Mrs.  Frances  H.  Ellison  in  1849,  her  husband, 
William  J.  Ellison,  became  interested,  and  with  the  assistance  of  Mrs. 
Ann  G.  Human,  Miss  Betty  Hyman,  and  Miss  Helen  Slade,  the  church 
was  built  with  but  little  outside  assistance.  Mr.  Ellison  was  very  much 
interested  in  the  work  and  devoted  much  time  and  money  to  it.  His 
carpenter,  Moses,  a  slave,  did  most  of  the  work.  Rev.  Alfred  A. 
Watson  planned  the  church  and  the  plastering  of  it  is  due  to  the  earnest 
efforts  of  Miss  Betty  Hyman  and  her  maid,  Sabina  Hyman,  the  cost  of 
which  was  $100. 

"The  beginning  of  this  amount  $8,  was  made  by  the  sale  of  a  lamb 
given  Miss  Hyman  by  Mr.  Henry  Slade.  The  remaining  $92  they  raised 
by  sewing,  making  bonnets,  aprons  and  quilts  to  sell.  Mrs.  Ann  G. 
Hyman,  with  the  help  of  her  maid,  Jane,  raised  enough  money  by 
knitting  and  crocheting,  to  buy  the  chancel  furniture,  chairs,  carpet, 
etc. 

"The  church  was  consecrated  to  the  service  of  God  on  Friday,  April 
26, 1850,  by  Bishop  Ives.  Bishop  of  North  Carolina,  under  the  name  of 
'Church  of  the  Advent.'  He  was  assisted  in  the  services  by  Rev.  Alfred 
A.  Watson. 

"At  this  time  there  were  two  confirmed,  William  J.  Ellison  and  his 
daughter,  Annie  H.  Ellison.  Seven  persons  partook  of  the  Holy  Com- 
munion, administered  by  the  bishop. 

"The  church  was  admitted  into  union  with  the  Convention  of  the 
Church  of  the  Diocese  at  the  convention  held  in  Elizabeth  City,  May  30, 

1850.  William  Ellison  and  Dr.  T.  H.  Wingfield  were  the  two  delegates  to 
the  convention. 
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"The  parish  not  being  able  singly  to  support  a  clergyman,  measures 
were  taken  to  unite  with  the  neighboring  Parish  of  St.  Thomas,  Wind- 
sor, for  the  purpose  of  having  regular  services,  and  the  Rev.  Charles  A. 
Maison,  formerly  assistant  minister  of  St.  Paul's,  Edenton,  became 
the  first  rector  of  the  united  parishes.  His  first  services  in  this  parish 
church  were  held  on  the  morning  and  evening  of  the  21st  Sunday  after 
Trinity,  October  20th,  1850. 

"In  January,  1851,  a  communion  service  was  presented  to  the  parish 
by  Mrs.  Josiah  Collins  of  Lake  Scuppernong,  a  handsome  silver  chalice 
and  paten,  with  a  flagon  and  two  alms  basins  of  britannia  ware.  In  1851 
John  A.  Gambrel  of  New  York,  a  special  friend  of  one  of  the  church 
members,  presented  to  the  church  a  bell,  with  complete  hangings, 
toward  which  the  congregation  contributed  $15.  On  January  5,  1852, 
Rev.  C.  A.  Maison  resigned  the  charge  of  the  parish.  It  was  resumed 
again  in  June,  1852,  by  Rev.  Alfred  A.  Watson,  who  continued  to  hold  it 
until  1858.  At  the  general  convention  of  1853,  held  at  New  York,  Bishop 
Ives  was  deposed  from  his  jurisdiction  and  office,  and  Rev.  Thomas 
Atkinson  was  consecrated  to  fill  his  place.  Bishop  Atkinson  made  his 
first  visit  to  the  Church  of  the  Advent  April  12, 1854. 

"In  1857  the  chancel  was  newly  carpeted,  an  altar  cloth  provided, 
and  brass  candle  branches  placed  upon  the  walls.  The  second  chancel 
rail  was  built  and  also  placed  there  by  Mr.  Watson  himself  in  1858. 

"In  1858  Rev.  Alfred  A.  Watson  resigned  the  charge  of  the  parish, 
having  accepted  a  call  to  Christ  Church,  New  Bern. 

"The  parish  not  being  able  to  support  a  clergyman,  Rev.  Benjamin 
S.  Bronson  volunteered  his  services  and  took  charge  in  1859,  giving  one 
Sunday  in  each  month. 

"From  the  spring,  1861,  to  the  spring,  1866,  the  church  was  without 
services  because  of  the  Civil  War.  During  the  four  years  of  the  war 
Miss  Betty  Hyman  was  a  refugee  and  it  was  through  her  loving  care 
that  the  communion  service  and  chancel  carpet  were  preserved.  She 
sold  the  carpet  and  on  her  return  to  Williamston  gave  the  money 
together  with  the  communion  service  to  the  Rev.  Thomas  B.  Haughton, 
then  minister  in  charge. 

"She  found  the  little  church  had  been  almost  destroyed  by  the 
Northern  Army  and  subscriptions  had  to  be  taken  up  for  repairs.  As 
Miss  Hyman  was  the  oldest  member  of  the  church,  it  fell  to  her  lot  to 
carry  the  paper  around,  and  she  succeeded  in  collecting  the  needed 
amount. 

"In  the  spring  of  1866  Rev.  Thomas  B.  Haughton  took  charge  here  in 
connection  with  Grace  Church,  Plymouth,  and  St.  Luke's,  Washington 
County.  Through  the  efforts  of  Wilson  G.  Lamb,  Sr.,  Joseph  M.  Sit- 
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terson,  Frank  A.  Rhodes  and  a  few  others  in  the  parish,  a  vestry  room 
was  added  to  the  church  in  1869.  In  1870  Lamb  and  Sitterson  purchasd 
a  lot  adjoining  the  church  property  and  presented  it  to  the  church. 
During  this  same  year,  the  lot  was  enclosed  with  a  good  fence. 

"On  May  27,  1872,  Miss  Helen  Slade,  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
church,  purchased  the  rectory  at  a  cost  of  $1,000  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  Rev.  Thomas  B.  Haughton  would  remove  to  this 
parish  and  occupy  the  building,  which  he  did  on  October  17,  1873.  The 
church  building  was  repaired  and  painted  in  1874,  towards  which  Miss 
Margaret  Thompson  of  Grace  Church,  Woodville,  N.  C,  gave  $100,  the 
remainder  being  given  by  the  members  of  the  parish.  This 
congregation  was  also  indebted  to  the  Woodville  congregation  for  the 
gift  of  a  second-hand  melodion. 

"On  March  20, 1874,  Judge  Asa  Biggs  very  kindly  gave  to  the  church 
a  strip  of  land  adjoining  the  church  grounds. 

"The  Bishop  consented  for  the  Rev.  Thomas  B.  Haughton  to 
relinquish  the  charge  of  St.  Luke's,  Washington  County  >  and  Grace 
Church,  Plymouth,  in  1875,  and  instead  take  charge  of  St.  Martin's, 
Hamilton,  and  Jamesville,  in  connection  with  the  Church  of  the  Ad- 
vent. 

"In  1876  a  stone  font  was  given  to  the  church  by  Miss  Betty  Hyman. 
In  1877  the  melodion  given  by  the  Woodville  church  was  replaced  with 
a  cabinet  organ  at  a  cost  of  $100,  the  amount  being  subscribed  by  a  few 
of  the  members,  and  some  from  the  citizens  of  the  town.  Through  the 
efforts  of  Mrs.  Dennis  Simmons,  the  church  was  repaired  and  painted, 
steeple  changed,  new  pews  and  chancel  furniture  added  in  1892.  A 
fence  was  also  built  at  this  time.  She  contributed  generously  towards 
this  herself,  and  with  contributions  from  friends  and  members  of  the 
church  collected  sufficient  funds  to  complete  the  work. 

"In  the  long  passage  above  we  see  the  mention  of  St.  Martin's 
Church  in  Hamilton.  This  church  became  the  second  Epioscopal 
parish  in  the  county.  In  1868  the  Rev.  Mr.  Haughton  made  this  report 
to  the  Diocesan  Convention:  'With  the  consent  of  the  Bishop,  I  have 
established  a  missionary  station  at  Hamilton,  a  village  13  miles  from 
Williamston.  There  I  officiate  on  the  third  Sunday  in  each  month.  In 
this  field  I  have  been  greatly  aided  in  my  work  by  a  family  whose 
devotion  to  the  church  is  known  to  those  acquainted  with  this  portion  of 
the  diocese.  A  Sunday  school  has  been  opened  at  this  station  under  the 
care  of  a  Christian  lady.  In  Hamilton,  I  have  baptized  three  adults  and 
three  infants,  and  have  married  one  couple,  which  are  included  in  the 
parochial  report  of  the  Church  of  the  Advent.' 

"From  1866  until  1894,  a  span  of  28  years,  the  Rev.  Thomas  B. 
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Haughton  had  served  as  rector  of  the  Church  of  the  Advent.  It  was 
during  his  ministry  that  the  foundations  of  the  parish  were  solidly  laid. 
We  have  the  bishop's  own  words  as  touching  the  death  of  this  faithful 
servant:  'Nov.  27,  1894.  In  St.  Thomas',  Windsor,  I  took  part  in  mor- 
ning prayer  and  evening  prayer,  preached  twice,  celebrated  Holy 
Communion,  and  confirmed  one  person  presented  by  the  Rev.  T.  B. 
Haughton.  This  was  the  last  time  I  saw  my  old  friend  and  our  brother, 
alive.  We  had  served  together  all  day  and  had  eaten  togethr,  he  being, 
as  I  supposed,  in  his  usual  health.  At  night  we  bade  each  other  good- 
bye, not  knowint  it  to  be  for  life.  In  the  morning  we  started  upon  our 
different  routes.  He  drove  home,  and,  before  retiring,  prepared 
himself  for  the  Thanksgiving  service  of  the  next  day.  But,  just  before 
midnight,  his  Lord  came,  and,  after  a  mortal  struggle  of  about  20 
minutes,  he  passed  on  into  the  more  immediate  Presence.  It  was  a 
very  sad  event  to  me.  I  had  known  him  for  40  years.  He  had  been  a 
personal  friend,  one  who  had  greatly  served  me,  as  a  layman,  and 
afterward  as  a  faithful  priest.  We  had  been  together  as  chaplains  in 
the  army.  His  house  was  my  home  when  in  his  parish.  Its  doors,  in- 
deed, were  always  open  to  his  brethren,  with  a  hospitality  beyond  his 
means.  For  many  years  the  rector  of  the  Church  of  the  Advent, 
Williamston,  it  will  be  hard  to  fill  his  place. 

"In  the  spring  of  1916,  the  Church  of  the  Advent  entered  a  new  phase 
of  its  history.  At  that  time  the  Rev.  Malcolm  Maynard  broke  the 
ground  for  the  present  church  building.  Photographs  taken  then  show 
a  group  of  those  attending  the  service,  among  whom  were  A.  D.  Mizelle 
and  Henry  Gurkin,  the  latter  not  a  communicant  of  the  church  but  an 
interested  member  of  the  Bible  class  so  active  then.  In  the  summer  the 
cornerstone  was  laid  and  the  lovely  lines  of  the  Gothic  structui  e  began 
to  take  form.  On  April  26, 1917,  the  67th  anniversary  of  the  parish,  the 
new  home  of  the  Church  of  the  Advent  became  a  reality.  In  his  address 
to  the  Diocese  in  1917,  the  Rt.  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Darst,  the  consecrator, 
wrote  as  follows:  'April  26.  In  the  presence  of  a  goodly  number  of  the 
clergy  and  of  a  large  congregation,  I  consecrated  the  new  and 
beautiful  Church  of  the  Advent,  Williamston.  The  Rev.  Morrison 
Bethea,  rector  of  St.  Timothy's  Wilson,  who  was  for  many  years  rector 
of  the  Church  of  the  Advent,  preached  the  consecration  sermon.  The 
dean  of  the  convocation,  the  Rev.  Robert  B.  Drane,  D.  D.,  and  Rev.  C. 
H.  Jordan,  the  rector  of  the  church,  assisted  in  the  celebration  of  the 
Holy  Communion.  This  church,  which  takes  the  place  of  the  old  frame 
structure,  consecrated  April  26,  1850,  is  the  gift  of  a  faithful  and 
generous  daughter  of  the  church,  Mrs.  James  Grist  Staton.  May  her 
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loving  gift  inspire  others  to  consecrate  more  of  their  material  things  to 
the  service  of  God.' 

"Colonal  Wilson  G.  Lamb  was  senior  warden  for  fifty  years  prior  to 
his  resignation  in  1918,  and  was  indeed  the  father  of  the  parish.  Mr. 
Lamb,  "Miss  Sallie"  Biggs,  "Miss  Irene"  Smith,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Fowden, 
"Miss  Chloe"  Lanier,  "Miss  Fannie"  Carstarphen,  "Miss  Ella"  and 
"Miss  Fannie"  Hassell,  and  Miss  Hattie  Thrower  were  some  of  the 
members  of  the  Church  of  the  Advent  who  watched  the  parish  struggle 
through  lean  but  happy  years,  and  go  forward  with  new  vigor  upon  the 
completion  of  the  new  building.  In  years  when  there  was  no  minister, 
Mrs.  Fowden  would  lead  the  Lenten  services. 

"The  women  of  the  parish,  always  busy  and  interested  in  doing  their 
part  in  the  work  of  the  church,  functioned  under  the  name  of  the 
Woman's  Auxiliary  and  Parochial  Society,  holding  bazaars  and 
suppers,  and  serving  meals  at  the  county  fairs  to  make  money  to  meet 
the  obligations  of  the  organization.  Later,  with  Mrs.  Staton 
reorganizing  and  planning,  this  group  became  the  present  Woman's 
Auxiliary.  For  a  good  many  years  meetings  were  held  in  the  homes  of 
the  members,  but  in  1918  Mrs.  Staton  converted  the  second  floor  of  an 
uptown  building  into  a  parish  anil,  and  many  of  the  parish  activities, 
were  carried  on  there. 

"During  1924  the  rectory  was  moved  and  a  part  of  the  original  lot 
was  sold  to  the  Standard  Oil  Company.  Some  changes  were  made  in 
the  rectory  and  the  Pardo  family  was  the  first  to  enjoy  the  newly 
renovated  house. 

"In  1929  the  parish  was  fortunate  in  having  the  number  of  services 
increased  from  two  to  three  Sundays  a  month.  Today  our  records  show 
a  membership  of  140  persons.  The  parish  is  self-supporting  and  the 
efforts  of  those  who  have  gone  before  are  bearing  fruit. 

"Before  bringing  this  historical  sketch  to  a  close,  more  mention 
should  be  made  of  two  of  the  parish's  chief  benefactors.  As  stated 
above,  Mrs.  James  G.  Staton  was  the  donor  of  the  present  beautiful 
church  building  and  its  furnishings.  Besides  this  wonderful  expression 
of  generosity,  her  devotion  to  the  church  has  extended  beyond  the 
bounds  of  this  parish.  She  has  served  as  president  of  the  Woman's 
Auxiliary  of  the  Diocese,  as  Diocesan  United  Thank  Offering 
custodian,  and  as  a  Diocesan  delegate  to  several  of  the  triennials  of  the 
Woman's  Auxiliary.  In  1942,  on  the  25th  anniversary  of  the  new  church 
building,  the  congregation  placed  a  tablet  in  the  church  expressing 
their  gratitude  to  this  loyal  'daughter  of  the  church.' 

"The  other  benefactor  to  the  life  of  the  parish  is  Mrs.  'Nannie' 
Saunders,  who  for  forty  years  carried  the  responsibility  for  the  music 
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of  the  church.  She  played  the  organ  regularly  for  years  and  she 
trained  others,  to  play  that  instrument  so  necessary  for  rendering  a 
joyful  praise  unto  the  Lord,'  and  she  taught  countless  boys  and  girls, 
men  and  women  those  musical  parts  of  the  church's  litugry.  Surely 
her  contribution  to  the  parish  is  immeasurable.  Mention  could  be 
made  of  many  others  who  have  contributed  so  much  to  the  life  and 
growth  of  the  parish,  but  surely  these  two  are  outstanding. 

"At  the  service  of  consecration  the  congregation  prayed  that  God 
would  bless  the  Church  of  the  Advent;  that  'Thy  Name  may  be  wor- 
shipped in  truth  and  purity  through  all  generations.'  As  we  observe  its 
100th  anniversary  we  can  find  no  better  pray  to  offer." 

In  February,  1951,  Dr.  James  Slade  Rhodes,  Sr.,  gave  the  church  a 
lot  on  West  Franklin  Street  for  a  rectory.    The  Rev.  Thomas  L. 
Hastings  and  his  family  moved  into  the  new  home  in  November,  1953. 
The  old  rectory  on  Haughton  Street  was  sold  to  Wm.  W.  Biggs. 

Construction  work  was  started  on  the  new  parish  house  in  April,  1958. 
Built  on  the  site  of  the  first  little  wooden  church,  the  parish  house 
faced  Hassell  Street.  Construction  work  was  completed  near  the  end  of 
1959,  and  dedication  services  were  held  on  Sunday,  January  10,  1960. 
The  Rt.  Rev.  Thomas  H.  Wright  was  the  consecrator,  and  the  Rev. 
John  H.  Ormond  was  rector  at  the  time.  Removed  just  ahead  of  the 
parish  house  construction  work,  the  old  church  building  was  used  by 
the  Sunday  school  and  church-related  activities. 

Fire  completely  wrecked  the  interior  of  the  church  on  February  14, 
1963.  Immediately  thereafter,  with  J.  Paul  Simpson,  Jr.,  as  chairman 
of  the  building  committee,  restoration  work  was  started.  During  the 
meantime,  church  services  were  held  in  the  Biggs  Funeral  Chapel. 
Restoration  work  was  completed  in  record  time  and  the  first  services 
were  held  in  the  restored  church  on  June  28, 1964.  The  restored  chancel 
of  the  church  was  given  in  memory  of  J.  Paul  Simpson  11912-1964)  by 
his  family  and  friends. 

The  chancel  windows  were  given  in  memory  of  Laurine  Davis 
Skinner  (1873-1929),  and  William  Iverson  Skinner  (1873-1929)  by  their 
children  and  grandchildren.  The  four  evangelists  windows  were  given 
in  memory  of  Dr.  James  Slade  Rhodes  11891-1954)  and  Carrie 
Alexander  Rhodes  (1891-1963)  by  their  son.  Special  windows  were 
placed  in  the  new  parish  house  in  memory  of  Thomas  Bog  Slade,  Jr., 
James  Robert  Everett  and  his  wife,  Hannah  Victoria  Fowden  Everett, 
Virginia  Theodosia  Moore  Cowper,  and  Claude  Baxter  Clark,  Sr. 

Rectors  serving  the  Church  of  the  Advent  down  through  the  years 
include: 

Alfred  A.  Watson  (1850,  1852-1858),  Charles  A.  Maison  (1850);  no 
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services  were  held  in  the  church  just  prior  to  and  until  after  the  Civil 
War;  Thomas  Benbury  Haughton  (1866-1894),  E  P.  Green  (1896-1900), 
F.  B.  Ticknor  (1900),  H.  Wingate  (1901-),  B.  S.  Lassiter  (1903-),  Wm.  J. 
Gordon  (1908-1911),  Morrison  J.  Bethea  (1912-1915),  C.  H.  Jordan  (1916- 
1919),  J.  Harry  Gardner  (1919-1921),  William  B.  Clark  (1921-1923),  J.  E. 
Warner  (1923-1924),  Clarence  O.  Pardo  (1924-1926),  Arthur  M. 
Marhsall  (1929-1931),  Edwin  F.  Moseley  (1932-1938),  John  W.  Hardy 
(1938-1943),  Joseph  Hushe  (1943-1945,  1945-1948),  Thomas  L.  Hastings 
(1949-1957),  John  J.  Ormond  (1958-1962),  William  Campbell  (1962-1967), 
Paul  K.  Mears  (1968-1972),  James  B.  Horton  (1972—). 

Senior  wardens  of  the  church  include:  Wilson  G.  Lamb  is  listed  as 
the  first  and  held  the  office  until  1918;  James  G.  Staton,  Harry  M. 
Stubbs,  N.  Cortez  Green,  who  served  eleven  or  more  terms  and  is 
currently  holding  the  position;  Richard  H.  Smith,  W.  Iverson  Skinner 
(two  or  more  terms),  D.  R.  Davis  (two  terms),  Asa  Crawford,  T.  W. 
Skinner  (two  terms),  Dr.  L.  S.  Christian  (two  terms),  C.  B.  Clark,  Jr., 
Roland  (Roddy)  Everett,  W.  J.  Bridgen,  L.  T.  Fowden,  Jr.,  and  W.  G. 
Arnold. 

Missionary  Baptist  Church  (Memorial) 

Although  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church  had  its  beginning  right  here 
in  Martin  County  back  in  1816,  the  new  denomination  was  slow  in 
asserting  itself  across  the  county.  The  first  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
was  organized  in  1851  and  called  Cedar  Branch,  near  Jamesville. 

Little  or  nothing  more  was  heard  from  the  Missionary  Baptist  ex- 
pansion in  this  county  until  1869,  when  the  second  church  of  that  faith 
was  organized  and  called  the  Williamston  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

Mrs.  Dennis  Simmons  moved  with  her  husband  from  Tyrrell  County 
to  Williamston  in  1865.  Finding  no  Missionary  Baptist  Church  in 
Williamston,  she  worshiped  with  other  denominations,  always  yearn 
ing  for  a  church  of  her  own  faith.  Mrs.  Dennis  Simmons  and  Mrs 
Thomas  Hadley  were  the  ohly  two  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
denomination  in  town,  but  they,  reportedly  with  the  aid  of  an  invalid 
woman  whose  name  cannot  be  ascertained  now,  diligently  worked  for 
the  organization  of  a  church.  In  1869  an  evangelist  by  the  name  of 
Allison  was  sent  to  Williamston  by  the  Baptist  State  Mission  Board. 
The  Reverends  Pittman  and  Powell  were  sent  to  Williamston  in  1870 
and  several  women  affiliated  with  the  new  church,  including  a  Mrs. 
Brown,  the  wife  of  the  county  jailer. 

The  newly  organized  congregation  first  held  services  in  the 
Methodist  church,  later  moving  to  the  county  courthouse  where  a  once- 
a-month  service  schedule  was  maintained.  Still  later  services  were 
held  in  a  building  lent  to  the  congregation  by  William  Roberson,  corner 
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of  Main  and  Biggs  streets.  When  fire  destroyed  much  of  the  business 
street  farther  up  Main,  the  congregation  moved  out  of  the  Roberson 
building  and  maintained  a  service  schedule  in  the  Masonic  Hall, 
corner  of  Church  and  Smithwick  streets.  Damaged  during  the  Civil 
War,  the  masonic  building  was  repaired  by  the  Baptists  and  their  first 
Sunday  school  was  organized  there  in  1874.  Unable  to  heat  the  old  hall 
during  the  1874-1875  winter,  the  congregation  moved  the  Sunday  school 
to  the  Methodist  church. 

The  activities  of  the  church  in  its  formative  years  are  a  bit  con- 
fusing. A  feature  story,  appearing  in  The  Enterprise  on  December  14, 
1906,  says,  in  part :  "In  1870  the  members  puchased  a  lot  and  erected  a 
small  house  of  worship."  The  church  could  have  erected  a  small 
building,  possibly  on  the  lot  where  the  educational  building  now  stands 
on  West  Church  Street.  The  official  records  show  that  W.  A. 
Weathersbee  deeded  to  Dennis  Simmons,  K.  B.  Salsbury  and  James  A. 
Whitley,  trustees  of  the  Williamston  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  a  lot 
on  Church  Street  between  the  properties  of  Joseph  Foster,  corner  of 
Church  and  Smithwick  streets,  and  C.  B.  Hassell,  on  the  west, 
beginning  at  the  Foster  lot  corner,  thence  down  the  Foster  line  to  J.  D. 
Biggs  and  Company  line,  thence  along  Hassell  line  to  Church  Street 
and  from  there  to  the  Foster  line.  The  purchase  price  was  $200  and  the 
deed  is  dated  December  9, 1871.  If  the  local  Missionary  Baptists  had  a 
house  of  worship  of  their  own  prior  to  1876  it  apparently  was  not 
adequate,  and  religious  services  were  held  in  various  places  about  the 
town.  Harry  A.  Biggs,  in  his  "History  of  the  Memorial  Baptist 
Church,"  says,  in  part :  "In  1876  plans  were  made  for  the  erection  of  a 
church  building.  None  of  the  members  was  blessed  with  much  money, 
and  it  meant  a  hard  struggle  to  make  even  a  beginning,  and  none  but 
God  knows  what  a  struggle  these  women  had  in  getting  ready  for  the 
erection  of  the  church.  Mrs.  Dennis  Simmons  had  given  all  she  could, 
and  she  led  the  way  in  making  fancy  work,  and  this,  together  with 
some  help  from  the  Mission  Board,  enabled  them  to  proceed. 

"It  was  reported  Mrs.  Simmons's  husband,  though  not  a  member  of 
the  church  at  the  time,  told  Mrs.  Simmons  that  if  she  would  stop  having 
'ice  cream  suppers'  and  other  money-making  projects  he  would  give 
enough  to  finish  the  modest  little  wooden  structure,  which  he  did.  . . ." 

Mr.  Biggs  said  the  church  was  dedicated  in  1886. 

While  active  in  its  support  during  the  formative  years,  Dennis 
Simmons  joined  the  church  and  made  substantial  contributions  to  its 
support  until  his  death  in  1902.  He  built  and  presented  to  the  church  a 
parsonage,  126  West  Simmons  Avenue.  The  property  was  later  sold 
and  is  now  occupied  by  the  Jerry  Forehands.  In  1889  two  wings  were 
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added  to  the  church,  and  later  rear  classrooms  and  a  baptistry  were 
provided.  Mr.  Simmons  made  a  sizable  bequest  in  his  will,  said  to  have 
been  in  excess  of  $100,000,  to  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  Home. 

After  starting  in  1869  with  only  two  members,  Williamston 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  in  1906  had  more  than  100  persons  on  its  roll 
and  the  well  organized  Sunday  school  had  150  members.  S.  Atwood 
Newell  was  the  school  superintendent  at  the  time. 

Based  upon  the  untiring  efforts  of  so  few,  the  church  continued  to 
progress,  reaching  possibly  one  of  its  greatest  milestones  on  Sep- 
tember 26,  1915,  when  the  present  church,  corner  of  Smithwick  and 
Church  streets,  was  formally  donated  to  the  congregation.  Mrs. 
Fannie  Spruill  Alexander  Biggs  had  bought  the  Foster  property,  built 
the  handsome  structure  and  tendered  it  debt  free  to  the  Baptists.  The 
donor's  sons,  Dr.  John  D.  Biggs  and  Harry  A.  Biggs,  presented  the 
deed  and  the  church  keys  to  J.  Walter  Anderson,  board  chairman. 

In  1948  the  church  bought  a  parsonage,  corner  of  Lee  and  Liberty 
streets.  Remodeled  for  a  pastorium  some  time  after  the  new  church 
was  built,  the  old  and  first  house  of  worship  was  the  residence  of  the 
pastors  until  that  time.  Certain  activities  of  the  church  were  handled 
in  the  old  building  until  March  30,  1958,  when  the  new  educational 
building  was  erected.  In  1969  the  church  purchased  from  Vella  An- 
drews Wynne  Hunt  her  home,  corner  of  Church  and  Smithwick  streets, 
and  the  site  of  Asa  Biggs'  old  law  office.  The  present  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Jack  Holt,  and  his  family  moved  into  the  new  parsonage  that  year. 

The  church  has  had  able  ministers  down  through  the  years. 

Following  the  early  evangelists,  including  Allison,  Pittman  and 
Powell,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Nelson  served  the  newly  organized  church  for 
about  two  yeas.  From  about  1875  Dr.  Richard  T.  Vann  supplied  the 
local  pulpit  until  1878  when  Dr.  James  D.  Huffman  succeeded  him  for  a 
tenure  of  one  year.  Recognized  as  great  leaders  in  the  North  Carolina 
Baptist  movement,  the  two  men  came  over  once  a  month  from 
Scotland  Neck.  The  first  resident  pastor,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cone,  a  con- 
verted Jew,  succeeded  Dr.  Huffman.  Cone  and  a  Rev.  Mr.  Un- 
derwood, D.  D.,  served  the  church  until  about  1884,  when  the  Rev. 
Clarence  Dowell  was  called  to  the  pastorate.  He  was  the  pastor  until 
1886  when  a  brother,  the  Rev.  George  J.  Dowell,  succeeded  him. 
George  Dowell  served  two  pastorates,  1886-1893  and  1907-1913.  George 
Dowell  resigned  and  his  son-in-law,  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Howell,  supplied  for 
six  months,  later  becoming  the  regular  pastor.  Dr.  William  R.  Burrell, 
a  man  who  did  much  to  promote  the  growth  and  strength  of  the  church, 
started  his  first  pastorate  in  1915,  but  was  given  a  leave  of  absence 
during  World  War  I  to  serve  in  the  YMCA  forces  of  thie  English  army. 
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He  resigned  in  1920  to  move  to  Murfreesboro,  where  he  served  several 
other  churches  and  was  instrumental  in  reorganizing  Chowan  College. 
He  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  A.  V.  Joyner,  and  the  Rev.  R.  L.  Shirley 
followed.  The  Rev.  Chas.  H.  Dickey,  an  able  minister  and  columnist, 
served  from  1925  until  1935.  He  was  succeeded  on  September  29,  1935, 
by  the  Rev.  James  H.  Smith,  who  served  until  1942,  when  he  resigned  to 
serve  as  a  chaplain  in  the  U.  S.  Navy.  Dr.  Burrell  returned  for  his 
second  pastorate  at  that  time,  serving  until  1945.  Succeeding  him,  Dr. 
Ira  S.  Knight  served  until  1948,  when  he  resigned  to  accept  a  call  to 
Virginia  Beach.  The  Rev.  Stewart  B.  Sims  accepted  the  pastorate  in 
1948  and  served  until  1951,  when  he  moved  to  Richmond.  The  Rev.  E. 
Gordon  Conklin  was  here  from  1951  until  1961,  resigning  to  accept  a  call 
to  the  Kinston  church.  The  Rev.  John  C.  Gill,  Jr.,  came  to  the 
pastorate  in  1961,  resigning  in  early  1968  to  go  with  the  National  Mental 
Health  Association  in  North  Carolina.  Gill  was  succeeded  in  June, 
1969,  by  the  Rev.  Jack  A.  Holt,  the  present  pastor. 

Other  pastors  whose  tenures  are  not  definite  include:  The  Rev.  H.  A. 
Edwards,  the  Rev.  T.  L.  Finch,  the  Rev.  B.  K.  Mason,  the  Rev.  R.  D. 
Carroll.  Edwards  was  a  Confederate  veteran  who  lost  an  arm  in  the 
Civil  War.  While  Mason  was  pastor,  about  1900,  the  church  was 
repaired  and  enlarged. 

Memorial  Baptist  church  staff  and  officers  include:  Rev.  Jack  A. 
Holt,  pastor;  Eva  Teague,  minister  of  education;  Mrs.  James 
Doughterty,  secretary;  Michael  Stephens,  choir  director;  Mrs. 
Durward  Taylor,  organist;  James  Wallace,  custodian;  Ben  Herman, 
chairman  of  deacons;  James  W.  Perry,  accountant;  Mrs.  James 
Jones,  treasurer;  Roger  Critcher,  clerk;  LinwoodBoyd,  Sunday  school 
director;  Mrs.  John  Rogers,  Women's  Missionary  Union  director; 
Tommy  Locke,  Baptist  men's  fellowship;  Mrs.  Durward  Taylor, 
librarian;  Mrs.  Roy  McClees,  church  memorial  flowers.  The 
diaconate  includes:  Ben  Herman,  chairman,  Richard  Duke,  vice 
chairman,  andC.  U.  Rogers,  secretary;  Doug  Fulghum,  Hugh  Martin, 
Bermey  Stevens,  Mrs.  Roger  Critcher,  Jr.,  W.  L.  Howell,  Joseph  Peel, 
Mrs.  Larry  Chesson,  R.  Eugene  Rogers,  Roy  Bland,  Fred  Taylor, 
Linwood  Boyd,  C.  U.  Rogers. 

Heading  the  various  church  committees  and  members  are :  Charles 
Tatum,  Andy  Jenkins,  Linwood  Boyd,  Pat  Herman,  Pauline  Daniels, 
H.  P.  Mobley,  Rev.  Jack  Holt,  Eva  Teague,  Phyllis  Rogers,  Michael 
Stevens,  Tommy  Locke,  Richard  Duke,  Betty  Boney,  David  Boyd, 
Nettie  Ferrell  Modlin,  J.  H.  Edwards,  Jr.,  Warren  Wilson,  Selma 
Rawls,  Van  Ralph  Taylor,  Martha  Jones,  Billy  Perry,  H.  P.  Mobley, 
Nina  McClees,  Mary  Hall,  Sadie  Mizelle,  Charlotte  Griffin,  Rita 
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Weaver,  Sally  Mobley,  Hattie  Jones,  Betty  Lou  Taylor,  Mildred 
Taylor,  Guen  Whitley,  Barbara  Conner,  Frankie  Chesson,  Gordon 
Rawls,  Betty  Lou  Taylor,  Betty  Fulghum,  Barbara  Holt,  Dillon 
Rogerson,  Julian  Jackson,  Donna  Mills,  Roy  Bland,  Jo  Hedspeth, 
Riley  Tew,  Elsie  Rogerson,  Larry  Chesson,  C.  U.  Rogers,  Frankie 
Chesson,  Aubrey  Harrell,  Olive  Dailey,  Diane  Wilson,  Patsy  Bowers, 
Melva  Harris,  Marion  Llewellyn,  Charlotte  Gay,  Mildred  Upchurch, 
Fred  Taylor,  Bill  Farrior,  Gene  Rogers,  Doug  Fulghum,  Ben  Court- 
ney, David  Modlin,  Sr.,  H.  0.  Peele,  Bruce  Wynne  and  Hugh  Martin. 

In  the  Sunday  school  the  following  are  currently  serving  as  officers- 
teachers:  Linwood  Boyd,  Carl  Odom,  Thomas  Parker,  Eva  Teague, 
Mrs.  Cecil  Bullock,  Mrs.  Donald  Everett,  Mrs.  Benita  Strawbridge, 
Mrs.  D.  D.  Stalls,  Mrs.  Lewis  Weaver,  Mrs.  Hildreth  Mobley,  Mrs. 
James  Perry,  Mrs.  Roy  Bland,  Mrs.  Julius  Gurganus,  Mrs.  Bennie 
Daniels,  Mrs.  Joe  Peele,  Mrs.  P.  C.  Bryant,  Mrs.  Walter  Speller,  Mrs. 
Gordon  Rawls,  Mrs.  Hugh  Martin,  Mrs.  Charles  Tatum,  Mrs.  E.  R. 
Froneberger,  Mrs.  Rupert  Chesson,  Mrs.  Sam  Hocutt,  Mrs.  Max 
Burden,  Mrs.  Carl  Odom,  William  Jenkins,  Mrs.  James  Rogerson, 
Mrs.  Douglas  Fulghum,  Mrs.  Richard  Duke  and  Mr.  Herbert  Gay. 

In  the  youth  division  of  the  Sunday  school  the  following  are  currently, 
serving  as  officers-teachers:  Gordon  Rawls,  Dennis  Mills,  Mrs.  Lanis 
Whitford,  Mrs.  Larry  Chesson,  Mrs.  Dink  Mills,  Georgie  Griffin,  Mrs. 
D.  L.  Simmons,  Mrs.  Ed  Mobley,  Ben  Herman,  Max  Burden,  R. 
Eugene  Rogers,  Tommy  Locke,  Donna  Norman,  Tim  Griffin,  Mrs. 
Linwood  Boyd,  Mrs.  Bermey  Stevens,  Doug  Fulghum,  Mrs.  Jack  Holt, 
Mrs.  Eugene  Rogers,  Ben  H.  Courtney,  Johnny  Rogers,  Mrs.  Vernon 
Whitley,  Mrs.  Walter  Leggett,  Betty  Lou  Jones,  Bermey  Stevens,  Ed 
Mobley,  Fred  Taylor,  Hugh  Martin,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Farrior,  Mrs.  Frank 
Weaver,  Frank  Weaver,  John  Hassell,  Susan  Taylor,  Roy  Bland, 
Robert  Cowen,  Richard  Duke,  W.  L.  Howell,  Joe  Peele,  David  Modlin, 
Mrs.  William  Jenkins,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Hedspeth,  Mrs.  C.  U.  Rogers,  Mrs. 
Gladys  Robinson  and  Mrs.  Harrell  Everett. 

Officers  and  leaders  in  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union  are:  Mrs. 
John  Rogers,  Mrs.  James  Jones,  Mrs.  Herbert  Gay,  Mrs.  W.  0.  Abbitt, 
Mrs.  Evan  Griffin.  Heading  the  Baptist  Women  are:  Mrs.  W.  0. 
Abbitt,  Mary  B.  Crofton,  Mrs.  C.  U.  Rogers,  Mrs.  Olive  Dailey,  Mrs.  A. 
D.  Harris,  Mrs.  James  Thrower,  Mrs.  Roger  Critcher,  Hazel  Frady, 
Mrs.  H.  E.  Harrington,  Mrs.  Roy  Bland,  Ida  Privette,  Mrs.  Francis 
Barnes.  Officers  in  the  Baptist  young  women  group  are:  Mrs.  Delmar 
McDaniel,  Mrs.  LeVerne  Roberson,  Mrs.  Bobby  Clark,  Mrs.  Sherman 
Stalls,  Mrs.  Sam  Zeko,  Mrs.  Mike  Stephens,  and  Mrs.  Joe  Spruill. 
Leaders  in  the  Acteens  group  are:  Mrs.  Larry  Chesson,  Mrs.  Russell 
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Perkins  and  Mrs.  Donna  Mills.  The  Girls  in  Action  officers  and  leaders 
are  Mrs.  John  Hassell,  Mrs.  Ben  Herman,  Mrs.  Joe  Stephens  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Tatum.  Mission  friends  include:  Betty  H.  Mobley,  Susan 
Cowen  and  Mrs.  David  Boyd. 

Members  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union  committees  are:  Mrs 
J.  H.  Edwards,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Harrell  Everett,  Mrs.  R.  G.  Slade,  Mrs 
Wendell  Peele  and  Mrs.  Bennie  Daniels. 

Men's  fellowship  officers  include:  Tommy  Locke,  W.  L.  Howell  and 
John  M.  Rogers. 

Memorial  Missionary  Baptist  has  a  current  budget  of  $65,506. 
Christian  Church  (Disciples) 

More  or  less  active  in  various  parts  of  the  county  for  forty  years,  the 
Christian  (Disciples)  Church  did  not  move  into  Williamston  until  Virgil 
A.  Wilson,  an  evangelist,  conducted  services  in  1877.  It  was  said  that 
"religion  in  the  place  was  old  and  conservative.  There  was 
secretarian  opposition  to  the  reforming  Christian  ideals  of  this  virile 
crusuder."  Wilson  explained  he  had  to  preach  in  the  courthouse. 
Nothing  more  was  heard  from  Virgil  Wilson  after  he  left  in  1878. 

After  preliminary  discussions  about  the  possibility  of  organizing  a 
church  in  Williamston,  the  State  Missionary  Service  sent  Henry  C. 
Bowen  to  establish  a  church  during  the  early  summer  of  1889.  He 
reported  there  were  twelve  Disciples  in  the  town,  including  himself 
and  his  wife.  He  also  reported  in  July  that  the  little  group  had  pur- 
chased a  site  and  preparations  were  being  mde  to  build  a  house  of 
worship.  The  site  was  in  the  100  block  on  South  Smithwick  Street  next 
to  the  S.  Romulus  Biggs  home  and  which  is  now  being  used  as  a 
municipal  parking  lot. 

The  churches  at  Robersonville  and  Macedonia  promised  lumber  and 
the  treasury  had  $65  in  late  summer  of  1889.  Construction  work  on  the 
new  church  was  started  on  November  25,  1889,  but  the  structure  was 
not  ready  for  use  until  May  4,  1891.  The  church  was  enrolled  by  the 
North  Carolina  Missionary  Convention  on  October  26,  1890.  The  first 
clerks  were:  W.H.Wilson,  (1890),  and  J.  W.  Perkins,  (1897). 

Starting  in  1890,  the  first  Sunday  school  enrolled  35  members,  in- 
cluding five  teachers;  W.  H.  Wilson,  superintendent;  and  A.  Anderson, 
secretary.  The  offering  that  year  was  listed  at  $3.85. 

After  spending  about  two  years  in  Williamston,  Henry  C.  Bowen  was 
succeeded  by  J.  R.  Tingle,  who  began  a  six-year  pastorate  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1901,  according  to  Chas.  C.  Ware's  "Albemarle  Annals." 
Tingle  reported  at  the  time :  '  'Williamston  Disciples  have  been  without 
preaching  for  nearly  two  years,  and  the  membership  has  become 
somewhat  scattered  and  cold.  ..." 
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Ware  also  states  that  "To  conserve  the  life  of  the  young  church,  B.  H. 
Melton  was  sent  to  hold  a  revival  in  1897,  with  33  additions.  He 
(Melton)  led  them  wisely  in  procuring  J.  J.  Harper  for  their  pastor." 

When  the  church  apparently  became  cold,  L.  T.  Rightsell,  state 
secretary,  sent  Evangelist  G.  A.  Reynolds  to  Williamston  to  hold  an  11- 
day  revival.  Rightsell  said  Reynolds  had  a  fine  hearing  the  entire 
time,  that  a  new  organization,  numbering  24,  was  effected.  "Many  of 
the  brotherhood  who  considered  Williamston  a  hopeless  point  are 
surprised  and  gratified,"  it  was  said  following  the  11-day  revival 
meeting. 

After  faltering  and  wavering  during  its  first  ten  or  twelve  years,  the 
church  apparently  entered  upon  a  period  of  growth  and  prosperity.  H. 
C.  Bowen,  the  first  pastor,  returned  in  1906  and  reported  that  the 
"county  superintendent  of  schools,  register  of  deeds  and  other 
prominent  citizens  were  in  the  growing  fellowship." 

Chas.  Crossfield  Ware,  author  of  "Albemarle  Annals,"  offers  a 
complete  history  of  Williamston  Christian  Church  from  1910  to  1961, 
and  it  is  incorporated  in  the  church  story,  as  follows : 

"...  Returning  to  the  church  for  another  visit  in  1910,  H.  C.  Bowen 
reported: 

"  'W.  C.  Manning  has  become  one  of  the  most  capable  and  successful 
business  men  of  Williamston  and  Martin  County.  Although  he  gives 
strict  attention  to  business  he  never  missed  a  service  during  the  series 
of  meetings.  Having  organized  the  church  and  assisted  in  building  the 
house  about  twenty  years  ago,  it  was  my  peculiar  pleasure  to  meet  the 
friends  of  former  years.  While  the  membership  is  still  small  it 
represents  much  wealth,  talent,  and  influence.  W.  C.  Manning  is  a 
capable  superintendent  of  the  Bible  school.  R.  J.  Peel  has  been  county 
superintendent  of  public  schools  for  several  years.  Charlie  A.  Baker  is 
a  very  loyal  young  man  and  capable  worker.  Marshall  Wilson  is  a 
prosperous  farmer.  He  and  his  family  are  true  to  the  church  which  his 
father,  W.  H.  Wilson,  helped  to  establish  and  support.  The  Hadleys 
have  prospered  and  are  loyal.  Jesse  T.  Price  makes  a  good  clerk  of 
the  church.  Alice  Dunning  is  a  valuable  recruit  from  Robersonville.' 

"Pastor  J.  R.  Tingle  had  a  glowing  report  in  February,  1907,  as 
follows :  'We  have  a  fine  Sunday  school.  It  now  numbers  80  and  is  still 
increasing.  Mrs.  Tingle  has  organized  a  mission  band  with  30  children. 
Everything  is  going  well.'  Field  secretary  Etta  Nunn  visited  them, 
and  reported:  'On  February  7,  1912,  an  auxiliary  of  10  members  was 
organized  in  Williamston:  Officers:  president,  Mrs.  A.  R.  Dunning; 
vice  president,  Mrs.  T.  F.  Harrison;  secretary,  Mrs.  Theo.  Roberson; 
treasurer,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Anderson.' 
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"From  1916  to  1927  there  was  steady  progress  led  by  their  beloved 
pastor,  Asa  J.  Manning,  who  was  memorialized  with  a  beautiful  design 
at  the  front  of  their  initial  frame  building.  In  1921,  J.  J.  Taylor  held 
their  revival,  adding  25,  greatly  strengthening  the  church.  In  1932, 
Pastor  J.  M.  Perry  added  24  in  a  revival  and  was  an  effective  shepherd 
to  the  flock  during  the  depression.  On  September  10, 1933,  encouraged 
by  their  women  who  had  raised  a  considerable  amount  for  that  pur- 
pose, they  decided  to  remodel  their  building  at  expense  of  $2,500. 
Leland  Cook,  Kinston  pastor,  led  their  revival  in  1935,  during  which  the 
men's  class,  Elbert  S.  Peel,  teacher,  reached  an  attendance  of  142  on 
June  30. 

"Their  first  parsonage  was  erected  on  Marshall  Avenue,  and  was 
occupied  first  by  the  John  L.  Goffs  in  June,  1937.  It  cost  $4,500.  Of- 
ficers of  their  woman's  council  (C.W.F.),  organized  June  20,  1938, 
were:  president,  Mrs.  James  C.  Manning;  vice  president,  Mrs.  J.  G. 
Corey;  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  H.  D.  Harrison;  corresponding 
secretary,  Mrs.  A.  R.  Dunning;  treasurer,  Mrs.  J.  O.  Manning.  A 
Moeller  pipe  organ  was  installed  in  the  summer  of  1941.  Next  year  the 
lot  in  the  rear  of  their  plant  was  bought  by  the  church.  A  gift  of  pulpit 
furniture  by  Mrs.  Thad  F.  Harrison  in  1946  memorialized  her  husband. 

"Con  M.  Gordon  of  Norfolk,  Va.  held  their  revival  in  November,  1947, 
with  21  additions.  Under  pastor  Goff  their  'steady  growth  was  putting 
pressure  on  their  building  plans.'  For  their  new  '$200,000  edifice,'  the 
lot  was  bought  for  $12,800,  located  at  Smithwick  and  East  Liberty 
Streets. 

The  consulting  architect  was  Charles  J.  Betts  of  the  church  ex- 
tension staff.  It  has  three  floors  walled  with  concrete  blocks  and  faced 
with  brick. 

"Its  cornerstone  laying  was  in  July,  1953,  and  the  debt-free 
dedication  was  on  July  11  of  the  following  year.  J.  Warren  Hastings,  of 
the  National  City  Christian  Church,  was  the  guest  speaker.  Their 
church  budget  for  1955  included  $1,000  for  Atlantic  Christian  College; 
$500  for  the  'Program  of  Advance';  $325  for  State  Missions;  and  $100 
for  Camp  Caroline. 

"Their  new  parsonage  at  the  new  church  site  was  completed  in  the 
fall  of  1956,  and  occupied  first  by  the  Howard  H.  Groovers.  In  1958  air 
conditioning  was  installed  in  the  church.  Their  church  budget  for  1961 
is  $20,920,  a  'growing  portion'  of  which  is  designated  for  'outreach  in 
Unified  Promotion  and  Benevolence,  representing  one  dollar  out  of 
every  four  contributed  thus  devoted  to  brotherhood  agencies.' 

"Membership  at  Williamston  is  reportedly  413  in  1961." 

Church  records  relating  to  the  pastors  and  the  terms  of  service  are 
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not  complete  and  there  are  some  apparent  discrepancies  in  the 
listings.  Henry  C.  Bowen,  the  first  pastor,  was  in  Williamston  from 
1889  to  apparently  late  in  1890.  He  was  succeeded  in  1891  by  J.  R. 
Tingle  who,  it  appears,  remained  here  only  a  short  time,  returning  in 
1906  for  a  three-year  tenure.  No  record  of  the  pastors  and  their  tenure 
of  service  is  available  for  the  period  from  1892  to  1897.  John  J.  Harper 
served  the  church  from  1897  to  1902.  G.  T.  Brantley  is  listed  as  pastor 
in  1902,  but  there  is  no  definite  record  for  1903.  It  is  known  that  A.  C. 
Reynolds  held  an  evangelistic  meeting  in  the  church  in  1904.  David 
Arnold  served  in  1905,  and,  after  Tingle's  three-year  tenure,  Cecil  F. 
Outlaw  was  pastor  in  1909.  Other  pastors  and  the  years  they  served 
include:  Jesse  C.  Caldwell  (1910,  1912  and  1915),  H.  H.  Settle  (1911), 
GilbertF.  Fern  (1913 and  1916),  Asa  J.  Manning  (1916-1927),  J.  H.  Hale 
(1928),  F.  W.  Wiegmann  (1929-1931),  J.  M.  Perry  (1932-1937),  John  L. 
Goff  (1937-1956),  Howard  H.  Groover  (August,  1956-July,  1964),  W.  C. 
Foster  (July,  1964-August,  1965),  and  Claude  McDonald  (from  August, 
1965,  to  the  present). 

The  church  family  of  officers  for  1974  includes:  M.  Henry  Leggett, 
chairman;  Henry  Winslow,  vice  chairman;  Charles  H.  Manning, 
secretary;  William  H.  Griffin,  treasurer;  William  H.  Gray,  W.  H. 
Sessoms,  R.  Vernon  Bunting,  David  R.  Davis,  Jr.,  M.  Henry  Leggett, 
Richard  T.  Parsons,  Jesse  W.  Curtis,  J.  Warren  Goff,  Henry  Winslow 
and  Laurence  Lilley,  elders;  E.  S.  Peel,  Jr.,  Bruce  E.  Roebuck,  Albert 
Williams,  William  H.  Griffin,  Mack  W.  Ange,  David  Marshburn,  Ricky 
Young,  J.  D.  Willoughby,  Nelson  Averette,  Jerry  Beach,  C.  B.  Clark, 
Bobby  M.  Gray,  Daniel  Manning,  Nelson  Prince,  Darrell  Taylor, 
Herbert  Ward,  Paul  Williams,  Herman  Bowen,  Thad  Harrison,  Chas 
H.  Manning,  Herbert  Taylor,  Alex  Jones,  Sr.,  Milton  Wynne,  Henry 
Johnson,  Jerry  Harris,  Jerry  Matkins,  James  Hardison  and  William 
Dennis,  deacons;  Mary  Jones,  Caudell  Mallory,  Thelma  Manning, 
Estelle  Corey  and  Peggy  Gray,  deaconesses;  Elbert  S.  Peel,  Sr.,  Asa 
J.  Manning,  Jr.  and  James  E.  Griffin,  trustees;  Norman  K.  Harrison, 
W.  O.  Griffin,  Sr.,  James  C.  Manning  and  John  L.  Goff,  elders 
emeritus. 

On  Sunday,  July  21,  1974,  the  church  had  a  large  gathering  in  ob- 
servance of  the  20th  anniversary  of  the  debt-free  dedication  of  its  new 
home  at  the  intersection  of  Smithwick  and  Liberty  streets. 

Vernon  Methodist  Church 

The  Vernon  Methodist  Church,  located  a  few  miles  from  Williamston 
on  the  old  Everetts  road,  had  its  beginning  in  the  early  1890's.  In  1891 
W.  S.  Askew  sold  a  site  for  a  church  building  to  John  D.  Simpson, 

102 


Amelic  Askew,  Sylvester  Askew,  W.  E.  Strawbridge  and  James 
Roberson,  trustees. 

Mrs.  Jesse  Rogers,  church  clerk,  states  that  the  church  building  was 
not  erected  until  1897,  the  new  congregation  worshiping  in  the 
Burroughs  schoolhouse  during  the  meantime. 

The  first  action  to  organize  the  Vernon  congregation  was  taken  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Nelson,  assisted  by  Fate  Cherry.  Among  the  early 
member  leaders  were:  Polly  Pully,  Bettie  Hardy,  Whit  Moore  and 
wife,  Marshall  Cherry  and  wife,  John  Oakley  and  wife  and  Mrs.  Henry 
Rogers.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Parker  was  the  first  minister  assigned  to  the 
new  church. 

Operating  in  the  Williamston  Charge  for  many  years,  Vernon  was 
then  included  in  the  Robersonville  Charge  in  1942,  transferring  in  1951 
to  the  Stokes  Charge. 

Among  its  early  ministers  were:  Mr.  Parker,  the  Rev.  Lawrence 
Watts,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sutton,  and  the  Rev.  Rufus  Bradley.  The  present 
minister  is  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cyr,  who  is  1974  succeeded  the  Rev.  Daniel  C. 
Boone,  then  serving  his  second  appointment  there. 

The  present  deacons  are:  Henry  Rogers,  Phillip  Glisson,  Frank 
Rogers  and  Jesse  Rogers. 

The  building  has  been  improved  from  time  to  time,  and  just  now  the 
congregation  is  renovating  the  interior. 

Williamston  Pentecostal  Holiness  Church 

From  a  humble  beginning  not  too  many  years  ago,  the  Williamston 
Pentecostal  Holiness  Church  has  developed  into  one  of  the  most  sub- 
stantial religious  units  in  the  conference  today.  Located  on 
Williamston's  North  Haughton  Street,  the  church  serves  an  important 
area  of  the  town  and  community. 

The  present  church  of  the  Pentecostal  group  is  traceable  largely  to 
the  efforts  of  Robert  Price,  Sr.,  Claude  Cherry  and  his  wife  ,  Dan 
Wynne  and  others.  These  people  petitioned  the  conference  for 
assistance  in  establishing  a  unit  in  Williamston  and  the  request  was 
approved.  A  mission  church  was  established  in  1923,  and  the  services 
of  L.  C.  Lassiter  were  made  available.  D.  J.  Little  succeeded  him  in 
1924,  and  their  work  during  the  two  years  made  the  church  a  sustaining 
unit,  one  that  has  enjoyed  a  healthy  growth  almost  continuously  since 
that  time. 

During  N.  J.  Ward's  pastorate,  (1947-1950),  a  new  house  of  worship 
was  erected.  Serving  on  the  building  committee  for  the  new  church  on 
North  Haughton  Street  were:  Sam  Whichard,  View  Nicholson,  V.  B. 
Hopewell,  Frank  Weathersbee,  Paul  Whichard,  J.  B.  Nicholson  and  B. 
Dan  Wynne.  Eight  Sunday  school  rooms  and  an  office  were  added 
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during  Tim  Henry's  first  pastorate  (1961-1964).  More  recently,  and 
under  Pastor  Henry's  direction,  a  new  $25,000  recreational  building 
was  completed,  giving  the  church  an  adequate  and  modern  plant. 

The  church,  during  H.  M.  Pope's  pastorate,  (1943-1945),  built  aj 
parsonage  at  the  corner  of  Haughton  and  White  streets.  More  recently1 
the  first  parsonage  was  sold  and  the  church  bought  a  brick  home 
across  from  the  church  for  its  pastors. 

At  the  present  time,  the  local  membership  is  building  a  mission 
church  in  Gaborone  Botswanda,  South  Africa.  Mr.  Henry  visited  the 
mission  not  too  long  ago  on  a  three-week  preaching  assignment. 

The  present  officers  of  the  local  church  are:  Tim  Henry,  James  R. 
Lee,  J.  B.  Nicholson,  Willie  Ray  Edmondson,  W.  D.  Lane,  Melvin 
Davenport  and  James  S.  Leggett,  secretary- treasurer. 

Ministers  who  have  served  the  church  since  its  organization  are:  L. 
C.  Lassiter  (1923),  D.  J.  Little  (1924-26  and  1942),  W.  T.  Merritt  (1927- 
1928),  T.  M.  Bizzell  (1929),  J.  G.  Crocker  (1935-1941),  H.  M.  Pope  (1943- 
1945),  J.  Floyd  Williams  (1946),  N.  J.  Ward  (1947-1950),  E.  W.  Downing 
(1951),  J.  W.  Berry  (1952-1956),  Jos.  L.  Russell  (1957-1960),  Tim  B. 
Henry  (1961-1964  and  1972  to  present),  J.  Paul  Jones  (1965),  Harvey 
Johnson  (1966),  V.  K.  Clarke  (1967-1971). 

More  ordained  ministers  have  gone  out  from  Williamston  Pen- 
tecostal Holiness  Church  than  from  any  church  in  the  entire  area,  and 
possibly  the  state.  Two  families  have  sent  out  three  sons  each  into  the 
ministry.  One  of  the  sons  is  superintendent  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Conference,  another  is  a  member  of  Mississippi  Conference  board,  and 
all  the  others  are  holding  positions  as  pastors  or  in  responsible  church 
positions. 

The  church  now  has  approximately  141  members  and  all  of  them  are 
tithers. 

A  large  lot  at  the  intersection  of  North  Haughton  and  Pine  Streets 
has  recently  been  purchased  by  the  church  as  a  site  for  further  ex- 
pansion if  needed. 

Bethany  Pentecostal  Holiness  Church 

During  its  early  years  Bethany  Pentecostal  Holiness  Church  was 
referred  to  as  Chapel  Hill,  according  to  conference  minutes.  The 
present  name  was  adopted  in  1920. 

On  November  1, 1916,  Robert  S.  Price,  Sr.,  and  wife,  Miziah,  deeded 
to  R.  S.  Price,  D.  O.  Bowen  and  J.  N.  Biggs,  representatives,  one  acre 
of  land  on  the  Price  Mill  road  for  the  erection  of  a  church.  A  building 
was  soon  constructed,  but  it  was  destroyed  by  fire  two  or  three  years 
later.  D.  O.  Bowen  and  wife,  Maggie,  deeded  a  site  to  D.  O.  Bowen,  R. 
S.  Price,  Sr.,  and  J.  N.  Biggs  on  May  1,  1920,  and  a  new  building  was 
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erected,  a  short  distance  off  the  old  Williamston-Greenville  road  and  at 
the  intersection  of  the  Cedar  Hill  or  Garrett  road.  The  building  on  the 
new  site  was  burned  in  1925,  but  by  the  following  year  a  third  house  of 
worship  had  been  erected  on  the  site  of  the  second  church.  The  con- 
ference assigned  a  minister  to  the  church  that  year,  marking  the 
continued  progress  of  the  body.  The  house  of  worship  was  remodeled 
and  brick  veneered  in  1958  and  Sunday  school  rooms  were  added. 

The  present  deacons  are:  William  Dunlow,  Dick  Gurganus,  Shelton 
Gurganus,  Chester  Nicholson  and  U.  S.  Bond. 

Ministers  serving  the  church  since  1918  include:  C.  W.  Bass  (1918), 
W.  G.  Briley  (1919-1920),  W.  T.  Marritt  (1921-1922),  M.  S.  Paramore 
(1923  and  1927-1929),  D.  J.  Little  (1924),  (church  burned  in  1925),  E.  D. 
Morris  (1926),  W.  L.  Mayo  (1930),  J.  E.  Elks  (1931-1933),  S.  T.  Harris 
(1934  and  1936-1937),  N.  J.  Ward  (1938-1940),  C.  J.  Seuiss  (1941-1942), 
Mrs.  Lessie  Polston  (1943),  M.  H.  Alexander  (1944),  J.  G.  Crocker 
(1945-1946),  Geo.  A.  Casper  (1947-1954),  M.  D.  McPherson  (1955-1957), 
Norman  Butts  (1958-1961),  T.  M.  Spencer  (1962-1963),  Ezra  Fann  (1964- 
1965),  Timothy  Creel  (1966-1971)  and  Ralph  W.  Lambert  (1972—). 

As  far  as  it  can  be  learned,  Mrs.  Polston  is  the  first  and  last  woman 
to  ever  pastor  a  church  of  any  denomination  in  the  county. 

Information  from  Mrs.  Thomas. 

Presbyterian  Church 

Although  they  had  been  active  in  the  Parmele  area  as  fr  back  as  the 
turn  of  the  century,  it  was  more  than  25  years  later  that  the 
Presbyterians  started  a  church  movement  in  Williamston.  After  a  bit 
of  preliminary  work  advanced  by  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Wildman,  then  of 
Parmele,  the  Revs.  J.  L.  Yandell  and  A.  J.  Crane,  both  of  Tarboro,  and 
E.  E.  Gillespie  of  Greensboro  came  to  Williamston  on  the  first  Sunday 
in  May,  1928.  In  a  tent,  contributed  by  Henry  Belk,  of  Charlotte,  and 
located  at  the  corner  of  Church  and  Smithwick  streets  where  the 
Memorial  Baptist  Church  parsonage  now  stands,  the  three  visitors 
held  a  two-week  meeting. 

At  the  close  of  the  meeting,  the  Williamston  Presbyterian  Church 
was  organized  with  25  charter  members:  Erah  Cobb,  Marion  and 
Dillon  Cobb,  Delphia  Peebles,  Anna  S.  Harrison,  Mrs.  L.  P.  Lindsley 
Lawrence  Lindsley,  T.  B.  Brandon,  Sr.,  C.  F.  Alexander,  Peter  R. 
Rives,  Ethel  D.  Watts,  Marie  Crockett,  Carroll  Crockett,  Mary  Ann 
Crockett,  E.  P.  Cunningham,  Mrs.  Raleigh  Bradley,  R.  G.  Harrison 
and  wife,  Virginia  Harrison,  Ernest  Harrison,  John  L.  Rodgerson, 
Mary  Elizabeth  and  Margaret  Rodgerson,  Alice  Harrison. 

A  lot  was  purchased  on  June  11,  1928,  from  Mrs.  J.  B.  H.  Knight, 
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corner  of  Main  and  Watts  streets,  but  construction  work  did  not  get 
underway  until  shortly  after  the  contract  was  let  in  October,  1929. 

During  the  meantime  the  official  organization  of  the  church  was  per- 
fected when  E.  P.  Cunningham  and  R.  G.  Harrison  were  elected  elders 
on  the  first  Sunday  in  November,  1928.  Z.  T.  Piephoff,  a  senior  at  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  Richmond,  was  called  as  the  first  pastor  on 
February  10,  1929.  The  Woman's  Auxiliary  was  organized  in  Sep- 
tember, 1928,  with  the  following  officers:  Anna  S.  Harrison,  president; 
Erah  Cobb,  treasurer;  Ethel  Watts,  secretary.  Members  were:  Mrs. 
L.  P.  Lindsley,  Delphia  Peebles,  Mrs.  C.  G.  Crockett,  Mrs.  Raleigh 
Bradley,  Mrs.  R.  G.  Harrison  and  Mrs.  JohnL.  Rodgerson. 

In  the  early  life  of  the  church,  visiting  ministers  and  later  the  pastor 
conducted  services  in  the  Christian  church  and  the  Woman's  Club  in 
the  old  Masonic  building,  corner  of  Church  and  Smithwick  streets. 
Completed  in  April,  1930,  the  new  house  of  worship  was  used  for  the 
first  time  on  May,  4,  1930,  when  Dr.  E.  E.  Gillespie  delivered  the 
sermon.  An  educational  building  and  classrooms  were  added  later, 
giving  the  church  a  modern  plant. 

The  following  ministers  have  served  the  church:  Zachary  Taylor 
Piephoff,  Gower  Croswell,  James  Lowery,  Don  Skinner,  John  T. 
Thompson,  J.  M.  McChesney,  Neil  Bain,  and  Dr.  Sheldon  Koesy,  the 
present  pastor.  The  present  board  includes:  Ernest  Godard,  chair- 
man; Gary  Gardner,  Lawrence  Gano  Linsley,  Mrs.  C.  Marion  Cobb, 
Rankin  Dowdy,  George  Lamfr,  Welch  Batten  and  Thomas  B.  Brandon, 
Jr. 

During  his  ministry  in  Williamston,  the  Rev.  Z.  T.  Piephoff 
established  four  mission  points  in  the  county,  Bear  Grass,  Roberson's 
Chapel,  Poplar  Point  and  Spring  Green.  A  house  of  worship  was  built 
in  Poplar  Point  on  a  lot  given  by  James  A.  Everett  on  Highway  125 
near  the  County  Airport  road.  The  little  mission  there  prospered  a  few 
years,  but  the  depression  period  exacted  its  toll  and  the  undertaking 
was  suspended,  and  the  little  house  of  worship  was  sold  and  later 
converted  into  a  residence.  Near  Spring  Green  services  were  held  for 
awhile  in  the  Peter  Rives  home,  but  no  effort  was  ever  made  to  build  a 
house  of  worship  in  tfrat  area.  Bear  Grass  and  Roberson's  Chapel 
prospered,  making  art  effective  religious  program  in  the  two  com- 
munities. 

Robersbn's  Chapel  Presbyterian  Church 
Following  the  organization  of  a  church  at  Bear  Grass  in  1929, 
Presbyterians  started  a  Sunday  school  in  1930  in  a  vacant  tenant  house 
on  the  land  of  John  and  Mattie  Roberson,  six  miles  from  Williamston  in 
Williamston  Township.  The  Sunday  school  soon  outgrew  its  housing 
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facilities  and  in  1932,  under  the  direction  of  Z.  T.  Piephoff ,  a  little  group 
built  a  church  building  on  land  donated  by  the  Robersons,  and  it  was 
called  Roberson's  Chapel.  The  tenant  house  where  the  Sunday  school 
was  held  also  was  the  original  home  of  the  first  church  there.  The  old 
tenant  house  was  moved  to  the  present  site  and  a  sanctuary  was  added 
to  the  three  rooms  and  porch  of  the  original  building. 

The  porch  was  enclosed  in  1955,  making  available  the  addition  of  two 
more  classrooms.  A  choir  loft  and  two  additional  class  rooms  were 
completed  in  1961. 

Starting  with  a  borrowed  tenant  house  in  1930,  the  church  now  has  a 
comfortable  building  with  sanctuary  and  eight  Sunday  school  rooms. 

It  has  been  said:  "Over  the  years  many  different  people  with  many 
different  talents  have  contributed  to  the  growth  of  the  church  at 
Roberson's  Chapel.  There  have  been  the  dreamers,  the  planners,  the 
carpenters,  the  painters  and  the  caretakers,  each  a  necessary  part  of 
the  whole." 

Maintaining  a  close  association  with  the  church  at  Bear  Grass  from 
the  beginning,  Roberson's  Chapel  shared  the  talents  of  the  same 
organizer  and  pastors  down  to  the  present. 

Each  church  had  its  officers,  and  those  serving  Roberson's  Chapel  at 
the  present  are:  John  Wobbleton,  Jesse  Cowan,  E.  D.  Holliday  and  Eli 
Bowen,  elders;  and  Earl  Roberson,  chairman,  Charles  Rogers,  Mrs. 
Pat  Roberson,  Bill  Bowen  and  Jerry  Rawls. 

Information  was  learned  from  John  Wobbleton. 

Community  Christian  Church 

Largely  through  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  Claude  E.  Jenkins  and  her 
husband  during  the  years  of  1937  and  1938,  Community  Christian 
Church  was  organized,  the  fruits  of  their  labor  becoming  evident  in  the 
erection  of  a  house  of  worship  in  1940  on  a  site  donated  by  Ed  Cullipher 
and  his  son,  Bob,  and  located  on  Highway  125  three  miles  from 
Williamston. 

Started  as  a  non-denominational  church,  Community  Christian 
later  became  identified  with  the  Church  of  Christ.  However,  it  was 
unofficially  associated  with  the  Christian  Church,  J.  M.  Perry,  a 
Christian  (Disciples),  minister  having  preached  the  sermon  when  the 
church  was  dedicated  in  1946.  John  L.  Goff,  another  minister  of  the 
Christian  Church,  officiated  at  the  first  prayer  meeting  held  in  the 
church  in  December,  1940. 

As  far  as  it  can  be  ascertained  now,  the  charter  members  included 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Jenkins  and  Robert  Moore  and  wife.  Names  of  the  first 
elders  and  deacons  could  not  be  learned. 

The  first  regular  pastor,  D.  A.  Hudson,  was  called  in  1946,  and 
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worship  was  limited  to  a  once-a-month  service,  going  to  a  half-time 
schedule  on  November  1,  1954.  The  minister  served  until  October  31, 
1949,  succeeded  by  Richard  Gardner,  who  was  its  pastor  from 
November  1,  1949,  until  October  31,  1950.  The  next  minister,  Russell 
Smith,  was  called  on  November  1,  1950,  serving  through  October  31, 
1952.  His  successor,  Dallas  C.  Ayers,  began  his  pastorate  on 
November  1, 1952,  serving  until  the  latter  part  of  1961.  Other  ministers 
included:  Thomas  Biggs  (1962-1964),  Bill  Comer  (1965),  Terry  Tutle 
(1966-1968),  John  Sawyer  (1969),  Glenn  Waters  (1970-1972),  and  Dave 
Tingler  (1973—). 

Enjoying  a  phenomenal  growth,  the  church  has  enlarged  and  im- 
proved its  plant  over  the  years,  adding  new  Sunday  school  rooms  in 
1960. 

The  present  officers  include:  Earl  Moore,  Bobby  Rogerson,  Harvey 
Brown  and  Berkley  Nicholson,  elders;  Ben  Moore,  Jerry  Wynne, 
Calvin  Cullipher,  Charlie  CulliDher,  Jr.,  Pete  Cullipher,  Elliott 
Bullock,  Charles  Mills,  Joby  Griffin,  Floyd  Parrott  and  Clyde  Yockel, 
deacons. 

The  church  now  has  about  320  members. 

The  sketch  of  Community  Christian  is  based  on  information  gained 
from  Ben  Moore  and  Courtney  Jenkins  Odom. 

West  End  Baptist 

In  the  early  1940's  Exum  L.  Ward,  Sr.,  saw  the  need  for  a  religious 
denomination  in  the  West  End  area  of  Williamston.  Dr.  William  R. 
Burrell,  pastor  of  Memorial  Baptist  Church,  met  in  the  spring  of  1945 
with  an  interested  group  in  West  End  and  discussed  the  possibility  of 
organizing  a  Missionary  Baptist  church  and  establishing  a  Sunday 
school.  A  religious  census  revealed  that  there  were  many  Baptists 
living  in  the  area.  Dr.  Burrell  contributed  $450  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot 
from  Mrs.  Wheeler  Martin,  II.  The  site  is  located  on  West  Main  Street 
and  McCaskey  Road. 

Following  Dr.  Bunnell's  visit,  the  church  was  organized  on  July  29, 
1945,  with  18  charter  members,  as  follows :  J.  C.  Newbern,  David  Keel, 
Tom  Phelps,  Exum  Ward,  Sr.,  and  Dennis  Hardy  and  their  wives, 
David  and  Pearl  Newbern,  Mary  Ward  Pippen,  Mrs.  Leo  Roberson, 
Burroughs  Taylor,  Carrie  E.  Hardy,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Paraham  and  Mrs.  J. 
D.  Harrison. 

The  small  group,  aided  by  public  donations,  borrowed  money  and 
worked  diligently  to  build  a  house  of  worship.  On  Sunday  morning, 
June  1,  1947,  Bettie  M.  Keel,  Brenda  Heath  and  Tommie  Phelps  rang 
the  bell,  summoning  the  youths  and  leaders  to  the  first  Sunday  school 
in  the  new  building.    Following  Sunday  school,  the  Rev.  W.  B. 
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Harrington  preached  the  first  sermon  there.  The  new  building  was 
dedicated  at  special  services  on  October  10,  1948. 

Experiencing  a  rapid  growth,  the  church  on  November  10,  1950, 
voted  to  go  on  a  half-time  schedule  with  the  Oak  City  Baptist  Church, 
and  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Medlin  started  serving  the  two  churches  on  April  29, 
1951.  Then  on  July  26,  1960,  the  church  adopted  a  full-time  schedule. 
The  Rev.  Grover  Everett  was  called,  and  upon  his  resignation,  the 
Rev.  David  Pope  was  called  on  December  5, 1964,  to  pastor  the  church. 
He  continues  in  that  position. 

After  starting  a  full-time  schedule,  the  church  experienced  a 
phenomenal  growth  both  in  membership  and  plant.  The  main  church 
was  renovated,  a  recreational-classroom  building  was  added  and  a 
parsonage  was  built.  By  1970  the  church  had  342  on  its  roll  and  280  were 
resident  members. 

The  following  pastors  have  served  the  church,  including^  the  Rev. 
David  Pope,  who  is  the  present  minister;  W.  B.  Harrington,  W.  C. 
Medlin,  L.  G.  Cribb  and  Grover  L.  Everett. 

The  above  sketch  of  West  End  Baptist  is  based  on  the  25th  an- 
niversary church  history  prepared  for  the  occasion  on  October  30, 1970, 
by  Mrs.  Thomas  Phelps,  clerk. 

The  Church  of  God 

The  Church  of  God,  Oak  Street,  in  Williamston,  was  organized  about 
1950.  The  Rev.  T.  L.  Little  was  among  the  first  if  not  the  first  pastor. 

Listed  among  the  oldest  members  are:  Virginia  Haislip,  Nellie 
Coltrain  and  Clyde  Williams.  Early  deacons  were:  D.  E.  Mobley, 
Richard  Bateman  and  Kenneth  Hutchinson,  who  continue  to  serve  the 
church. 

The  church  now  has  about  50  members,  and  Wayne  Capps  is  the 
current  pastor. 

Information  again  gained  from  D.  E.  Mobley. 

First  Free  Will  Baptist 

Following  preliminary  discussions  among  interested  citizens  led  by 
Roland  Cherry  over  a  period  of  time,  the  First  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  on  Spruce  Street  in  North  End,  Williamston,  was  organized  in 
the  evening  of  June  26,  1952,  when  three  members  of  the  Conference 
Mission  Board  met  in  the  home  of  Roland  Cherry.  A  request  for  a 
mission  in  Williamston  was  answered  immediately  by  the  executive 
committee,  composed  of  the  Rev.  C.  L.  Patrick,  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Ver- 
nelson  and  Leo  Tripp,  treasurer. 

Later  that  night  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  George  Adams,  twenty  persons 
presented   themselves   as   charter   members,    including  Simon 
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Stephenson,  Luther  Taylor,  W.  J.  Boyette,  Clyde  Owens  and  their 
wives,  and  Mrs.  George  Adams,  who  died  recently. 

Simon  Stephenson,  W.  J.  Boyette  and  Luther  Taylor  were  chosen 
deacons.  Mrs.  Simon  Gurganus  was  made  clerk  and  Mrs.  Clyde 
Owens,  treasurer. 

The  Rev.  C.  L.  Patrick  presented  the  Bible,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ver- 
nelson  presented  the  church  covenant.  The  prayer  of  consecration  was 
offered  by  the  Rev.  Luther  Tyson.  The  moderator  then  declared 
Williamston's  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  a  fully  organized  church. 

Gaining  strength  steadily  after  its  organization,  the  church  started 
construction  of  a  new  building  on  October  1,  1953,  and  was  ready  the 
early  part  of  1954,  with  about  sixty  members  on  its  roll. 

Roland  Cherry  was  called  to  pastor  the  church  the  same  evening  it 
was  organized.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  following  ministers:  L.  A. 
Ambrose,  Walter  Sutton,  Robert  Rollins,  P.  C.  Wiggs,  Carrie  Cheshire, 
Linwood  Boyette,  W.  L.  Brickhouse,  Ray  Wells  and  Curtis  Jones,  the 
present  pastor. 

W.  J.  Boyette  was  the  first  Sunday  school  superintendent. 

Serving  the  church  as  current  deacons  are:  W.  J.  Boyette,  Gerald 
Perry,  Jerry  Barber  and  Harry  Lee  Rogers. 

Information  for  this  brief  sketch  was  obtained  from  W.  J.  Boyette. 
Holy  Trinity  Catholic  Church 

The  Catholic  Church  made  its  first  approach  into  Williamston  during 
the  late  teens  or  early  twenties,  when  a  mission  was  conducted  in  a 
chapel  railroad  car.  Services  were  conducted  over  a  short  period  in 
the  car,  parked  on  the  railroad  near  the  freight  station.  No  other  data 
about  the  church  in  Williamston  are  known  until  the  fifties,  when 
visiting  priests  would  come  here  and  hold  Sunday  and  Holy  Day  Mass 
at  8:00  o'clock  a.  m.  Special  classes  were  held  in  the  old  town  hall 
about  that  time.  Mrs.  Christopher  and  Miss  Bland  were  the  catechism 
teachers,  along  with  the  visiting  priest.  Calley  Moran  and  Mandy 
Speller  conducted  the  two  catechumens,  and  the  Legion  of  Mary  met  in 
the  home  of  Mrs.  Joseph  M.  Mitchell  on  South  Smithwick  Street. 

Mass  was  offered  during  1955  in  the  armory,  a  schedule  that  was 
continued  until  Holy  Trinity  Mission  was  erected  on  the  Boulevard 
(highway  17)  across  from  the  Wonder  Bread  depot  and  about  one-half 
mile  from  the  river.  During  that  time  visiting  priests  included: 
Fathers  Francis  Smith,  assisted  by  the  Revs.  James  F.  Keenan,  John 
L.  Richardson,  and  Joseph  J.  Waters.  On  March  30,  1959,  Fathers 
Waters  was  appointed  pastor  at  Plymouth  to  which  Williamston  was 
attached.  He  remained  as  pastor  until  January  31,  1962.  Succeeding 
him,  Father  Joseph  J.  Lash  served  until  September  24,  1965.  From 
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that  time  until  January  1,  1968,  Father  Van  de  Sype,  Father  Joseph 
Kelleher,  Father  Allen  Jacobs  and  Father  Alan  Dash  cared  for  the 
mission  under  the  direction  of  the  Rev.  Edward  Beatty,  pastor  at  St. 
Gabriel's  in  Greenville,  to  which  the  church  here  was  attached.  From 
January  1, 1968,  until  June  30, 1972,  Williamston  was  under  the  care  of 
Father  Charles  Mulholland,  and  from  June  30, 1972,  until  April  26, 1973, 
Father  Michael  Murphy  cared  for  the  local  mission.  On  April  26, 1973, 
Williamston  was  made  a  mission  of  St.  Catherine  of  Tarboro,  and  the 
present  pastor,  Father  Kenneth  R.  Parker,  took  over  the  care  of  the 
church. 

In  addition  to  its  services  extended  to  the  local  membership,  Holy 
Trinity  is  one  of  the  main  Catholic  churches  where  north-south  traffic 
pauses  for  early  Mass  the  year  around. 

Williamston  Church  of  Christ 

Following  preliminary  organizational  work,  the  Williamston  Church 
of  Christ  held  its  first  worship  services  in  an  abandoned  house  formerly 
occupied  by  the  Weavers  on  West  Main  Street  June  21,  1964.  Twenty- 
three  persons  responded  to  the  challenge  to  be  part  of  the  new 
congregation.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  when  the  charter  membership 
was  closed,  there  were  45  on  the  roll. 

Marshall  McCrickard,  who  greatly  aided  the  church  in  its  early 
days,  was  called  as  its  first  full-time  minister  on  September  6,  1964. 
Serving  as  the  first  church  board  the  following  also  figured 
prominently  in  the  formative  period:  Oscar  Ayers,  Edgar  Hopewell 
and  Simon  Lilley,  Jr.,  elders;  and  George  T.  Lilley,  Dan  Lilley,  Alton 
E.  Andrews,  Russell  Bowen,  Bryant  Wynne,  and  James  Staton 
Whitehurst,  deacons. 

Based  on  the  dedication  services  of  its  officers  and  members  of  the 
congregation,  the  church  flourished.  A  new  brick  church  was  built 
across  the  street  where  the  first  services  there  were  held  on  March  3, 
1968.  The  new  edifice  was  dedicated  on  Sunday,  March  24, 1968. 

One  of  the  few  churches  to  have  a  set  of  by-laws,  Williamston  Church 
of  Christ  now  has  approximately  125  members.  The  Rev.  Steve  Clot- 
felter  is  the  present  minister,  beginning  his  pastorate  June  2,  1974.  He 
succeeded  the  Rev.  Jim  Coyle. 

The  following  officers  are  currently  serving  the  church:  George  T. 
Lilley,  Simon  Lilley,  Edgar  Hopewell,  elders;  J.  W.  Cook,  Kenneth 
Cullipher,  G.  H.  Forbes,  Alton  Hopewell,  Dan  Lilley  and  Bryant 
Wynne,  deacons. 

Information  about  the  church  was  gained  from  Simon  Lilley,  an 
elder. 
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Trinity  Baptist  Church 

From  a  humble  beginning  in  a  tent  on  a  vacant  lot  on  Williamston's 
North  Haughton  Street  back  in  the  summer  of  1966,  the  Williamston 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  by  the  early  part  of  that  fall  rented  a 
vacant  brick  house,  corner  of  Watts  and  Beach  streets,  and  started 
holding  services  there. 

The  Rev.  Charles  J.  Andersen  was  called  as  the  first  minister,  and 
when  the  roll  grew  the  congregation  sought  a  larger  place  for  worship. 
The  old  Thomas  Cooke  house,  once  located  on  Railroad  Street  and 
moved  to  the  corner  of  Warren  and  Park  streets  by  the  late  C.  B.  Clark, 
Sr.,  was  purchased,  and  the  church  was  organized  there  officially  on 
June  1,  1969.  The  27  charter  members  were:  Charles,  Peggy,  Kim, 
Wayne,  Lynn,  Beth,  John  and  David  Andersen,  Francis  and  Betty 
Howard,  Melody  Howard  (Williams),  William,  Danny  and  Jackie 
Howard,  Rayvon  and  Barbara  Hill,  Eul  Leggett,  Elizabeth  Barr,  Betsy 
Marriner,  Peggy  Griffin,  Joseph,  Elsie,  Mary  Ellen  and  Joanne 
Gregory,  Charles  S.  and  Judy  Stewart,  and  Luther  and  Hilda  Cowan. 

When  the  first  minister  of  the  church,  Charles  J.  Andersen,  resigned 
to  become  dean  of  Tabernacle  Bible  Institute  at  Virginia  Beach,  Curtis 
Hamlin  was  called  from  Easley,  S.  C,  in  July,  1970,  to  continue  the 
dedicated  work  instituted  by  Andersen. 

About  that  time  the  name  of  the  church  was  changed  to  Trinity 
Baptist  Church,  but  "the  messages  and  Bible  standards''  were 
retained. 

During  the  early  months  of  1972  the  church  made  plans  for  a  new  and 
permanent  home.  A  lot  just  off  West  Main  Street  and  beyond  Mc- 
Caskey  Road  was  purchased  that  year  and  the  erection  of  a  steel- 
structured  building  was  started.  The  members  handled  most  of  the 
work  and  the  house  of  worship  was  made  ready  in  September,  1973, 
when  the  first  services  were  held. 

The  church  has  forty-three  members. 

Information  about  Trinity  was  furnished  by  Peggy  Griffin  and  Curtis 
Hamlin,  present  minister. 

Kingdom  Hall  (Jehovah's  Witnesses) 

Kingdom  Hall  (Jehovah's  Witnesses)  had  its  beginning  in  1969, 
when  Stanley  Jenkins  and  Jim  Cannon  were  moved  to  this  immediate 
area  to  organize  a  church  in  June  of  that  year.  The  first  meetings  were 
held  in  the  Cannon  home,  but  plans  were  made  and  the  first  house  of 
worship  was  ready  for  services  by  December,  1969.  Kingdom  Hall  is 
located  about  three  miles  from  Williamston  on  Highway  125. 

A  spacious  auditorium  was  completed  recently,  making  the  plant 
one  of  the  largest  for  the  denomination  in  this  section. 


112 


Although  there  are  only  about  sixty  publishers,  the  attendance  upon 
the  Sunday  services  averages  from  100  to  110. 

Presently  serving  Kingdom  Hall  are:  Stanley  Jenkins,  Jim  Cannon, 
Allen  Osborne,  Gene  Very,  Jesse  Massenburg,  Sidney  Taylor  and 
Lewis  Murray. 

Kingdom  Hall  information  was  released  by  Stanley  Jenkins  and  his 
wife. 

Calvary  Bible  Church 

Organized  in  1971,  Calvary  Baptist  Church  held  its  first  services  in 
the  building  owned  by  Roy  Bowers  and  once  used  as  an  oyster  bar  on 
Highway  64  near  the  Martin  County  Home. 

In  1972  the  first  phase  of  a  modern  brick  church  was  completed  on 
Garrett  Road  just  back  of  the  Southern  Diner  on  Highway  17.  The 
location  of  the  new  building  is  just  about  where  the  first  Skewarkey 
Primitive  Baptist  Church  had  its  first  house  of  worship. 

When  the  new  church  moved  into  its  new  home  there  were  22 
members.  Now  the  church  has  40  members. 

Arvis  Griggs  is  the  present  minister,  and  L.  L.  Knox,  Durwood 
Meeks,  James  Perry  and  Tommy  Harris  are  serving  as  deacons.  L.  L. 
Knox  is  the  Sunday  school  superintendent,  and  services  are  held  every 
Sunday. 

The  first  deacons  to  serve  the  church  were  James  Perry,  Kenneth 
Johnson  and  Tommy  Harris. 

Calvary  Temple  Assembly  of  God 
Johnny  Bryant  of  Askewville,  Bertie  County,  pioneered  the  Calvary 
Temple  Assembly  of  God  in  Williamston  in  June,  1972,  when  a  small 
group  began  meeting  in  the  old  Godwin  Refrigerator  Company 
building  on  South  Sycamore  Street.  Mrs.  Bryant  was  a  Miss  Stalls  of 
Robersonville.  The  pioneer  of  the  movement  was  aided  by  E.  C. 
Bryant  and  wife  of  Askewville,  Inez  Bryant  and  Billy  Roy  Todd  and 
wife. 

On  December  1, 1973,  the  church  purchased  the  old  skating  rink  from 
George  Corey  on  the  Boulevard,  just  off  Highway  17  and  near 
Skewarkey  Church.  The  building,  used  for  various  purposes  after  the 
skating  rink  was  closed,  has  been  made  into  a  modern  church  facility. 

There  are  about  fifty  in  attendance  upon  the  services  held  each 
Sunday. 

Information  about  the  young  church  was  gained  from  Johnny 
Bryant,  owner-operator  of  a  religious  record  shop  on  Williamston's 
main  street. 

Full  Gospel  Business  Men's  Fellowship  International 

Started  a  year  or  more  ago,  the  Full  Gospel  Business  Men's 
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Fellowship  International  has  made  spectacular  progress  in  the 
county's  spiritual  realm.  Granted  a  charter  only  recently,  the 
Roanoke  Chapter  atrracts  200  or  more  to  its  fellowship  meetings,  and 
regular  men's  prayer  breakfasts  are  held  with  large  attendances  upon 
each  event. 

By  its  nature  and  dedication,  Full  Gospel  Business  Men's  Fellowship 
International  is  a  service  arm  of  the  entire  church,  serving  all 
churches  which  can  profit  by  having  their  men  stirred  and  inspired  for 
greater  Christian  service  and  enriched  by  Christian  fellowship.  Since 
this  is  the  nature  of  its  activities  and  relationship  to  the  church,  the 
FGBMFI  supports  the  church  and  encourages  its  members  to  be  ac- 
tive in  their  church  affiliation  and  support.  It  is  in  no  wise  competitive 
with  the  church,  local,  denominational  or  universal,  but  rather  com- 
plements the  effort  of  each.  It  seeks  only  the  advancement  of  the  cause 
of  Jesus  Christ,  having  no  ambition  of  its  own  other  than  to  promote  the 
work  of  the  Lord. 

Receiving  the  chapter  charter  on  September  10  were:  Lennie  Boyd, 
president;  Fred  Hoskins,  Melvin  Williams,  George  Bunch,  Talley 
Garris,  Dampy  Simmons,  Billy  Rodgerson  and  Sherman  Stalls,  all  of 
Williamston;  and  Curtis  Knox  of  Robersonville. 

Hickory  Grove  Primitive  Baptist  Church 
The  first  independent  colored  Primitive  Baptist  Church  in  the  county 
was  formed  prior  to  August,  1898,  marking  a  clear  break-away  from  th« 
white  institutions  of  that  denomination. 

On  August  5, 1898,  Eli  Taylor  and  wife,  Sarah  V.,  deeded  one  acre 
of  land  to  Silas  Andrews  and  King  Woolard,  trustees  of  Hickory  Grove 
Primitive  Baptist  Church,  bordering  the  lands  of  Eli  Taylor  and  Nancy 
Rogerson.  The  deed  mentions  the  land  location  as  where  the  church 
building  now  stands.  It  is  apparent  that  a  church  was  built  prior  to 
August,  1898,  that  the  church  people  were  a  bit  late  in  procuring  a  deed. 

The  first  move  out  of  the  white  churches  into  all  colored  in- 
stitutions dates  back  to  January,  1867,  when  Miles  Rogers  and  Bennett 
Burroughs  were  granted  permission  to  "exercise  their  gifts  by 
preaching."  There's  no  record  of  where  and  when  if  they  preached.  In 
1873,  Skewarkey  denied  applications  made  by  colored  members  for 
dismissal  from  the  church  there,  the  church  body  saying:  "...  that  it 
is  best  to  remain  as  we  are,  and  that  churches  grant  no  letters  of 
dismission  for  that  purpose." 

It  is  possible  that  the  religious  movement  among  the  colored  outside 
those  members  in  the  white  churches  was  centered  in  the  home  or 
clandestine  centers  for  some  years  or  until  Hickory  Grove  was  es- 
tablished. 
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As  far  as  records  show,  Hickory  Grove  was  the  first  Primitive 
Baptist  Church  organized  in  the  county  with  all-colored  membership. 
While  the  organization  there  marked  the  beginning  of  a  break-away 
from  the  white  church  at  Skewarkey,  the  colored  membership  in  the 
white  churches  started  dwindling  as  a  result  of  deaths  and  other 
factors.  However,  a  few  freed  slaves  continued  to  affiliate  with 
Skewarkey,  maintaining  their  memberships  there  until  death. 

Some  of  the  early  members  at  Hickory  Grove  were :  Allen  Williams, 
Wennie  Williams,  Major  Latham,  Jeanie  Latham,  Silas  Andrews  and 
wife,  Cindy  Brown,  Victoria  Hassell,  Fanny  Hassell,  Maniza  Little, 
Fanny  Slade  and  Maria  Walston. 

Elder  Langley  is  the  present  Hickory  Grove  pastor,  Included  in 
the  early  list  were:  Allen  Williams,  Major  Latham  and  Romulus  Peel. 

Jim  Rodgers  is  the  current  deacon.  Included  in  the  list  of  past 
deacons  were:  Deacon  Godard,  Plaz  Godard,  Eli  (Pat)  Bell  and 
William  Sheppard. 

The  Hickory  Grove  sketch  is  partly  based  on  information  gained 
from  Mrs.  Roxy  Little. 

Mount  Shiloh  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

Mount  Shiloh  Missionary  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  August 
1874,  by  Abel  Mebane,  Thad  Wilson,  Zion  H.  Barry  and  George  Jarvis. 
The  first  organizational  work  was  handled  in  the  courthouse  at  the 
time.  Later,  the  Rev.  Burke  Lennox  of  Plymouth  came  as  the  first 
pastor  and  "preached  in  a  very  small  building." 

The  course  of  the  church  during  the  next  eight  years  is  not  certain 
until  a  small  lot  on  what  is  now  known  as  Elm  Street  was  purchased  in 
1882.  The  lot  was  deeded  by  William  D.  Crew  and  wife  to  Joseph  Scott 
and  William  D.  Crew,  deacons  of  Mt.  Shiloh  Colored  Missionary 
Baptist  Church,  for  $25.  The  lot  was  described,  as  follows:  "Adjoining 
the  lands  of  Harry  Mizelle  and  others,  beginning  at  a  stake  at  the  head 
of  a  ditch  on  the  new  road,  H.  Mizelle's  corner,  along  said  road  north  33 
degrees  west  three  chains  and  45  lengths  to  Spencer  Wynn's  corner, 
thence  south  57  degrees  west  along  Wynn's  line  two  chains  and  87 
lengths  to  the  center  of  a  ditch  at  Harry  Mizelle's  corner  and  thence  up 
said  ditch  south  74  degrees  east  to  a  stake. 

The  "small  building"  must  have  been  erected  about  that  time. 

On  June  29, 1899,  J.  A.  Teel  deeded  to  John  R.  Roberson,  John  Spruill 
and  Charles  Watts,  trustees  of  the  Baptist  Church  (presumably  Mt. 
Shiloh)  in  Williamston,  a  parcel  of  land,  "Beginning  at  the  Baptist 
Church,  corner  of  Academy  Street,  thence  along  said  street  35  yards  to 
a  stob,  thence  in  a  northwest  direction  to  a  post  in  Adaline  Latham's 
line,  thence  along  said  Latham's  line  to  the  Teel  and  Martin  line, 
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thence  with  Teel  and  Martin  line  to  a  stob,  corner  of  said  Teel  and 
Baptist  Church  line,  to  the  beginning." 

It  is  fairly  evident  that  the  church  added  to  its  property  next  to  or 
near  the  small  building. 

The  records  show  that  W.  B.  (Buck)  Crew,  an  able  cobbler  who  had 
his  shop  in  a  building  about  where  the  Mercer  home  now  stands  on 
Church  Street,  Joe  Scott  and  John  Ewell  hewed  out  sills  and  hauled 
them  to  the  site  with  oxen  borrowed  from  Marion  Burroughs.  Annie 
Rebecca  Hyman  and  her  husband  donated  $25  dollars  worth  of  lumber, 
and  Simon  Pugh  ( ? )  completd  the  building,  a  structure  with  the  outside 
boards  running  up  and  down. 

Later  the  church  borrowed  $100  from  the  Home  and  Foreign 
Mission  in  Chicago  and  Boston  and  had  the  building  remodeled,  with 
the  weatherboarding  running  crosswise. 

During  the  Rev.  Solomon  Riddick's  pastorate,  plans  were  made 
for  a  new  and  larger  church.  The  congregation  borrowed  $1,000  from  a 
bank,  and  hardly  before  much  progress  was  made  on  the  new  struc- 
ture, the  bank  failed.  During  the  meantime,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Riddick,  act- 
ing as  overseer,  discovered  that  the  workers  were  not  competent  and 
were  running  the  church  into  greater  debt,  and  construction  work  was 
stopped.  Before  it  could  be  resumed,  the  beloved  and  long-term 
pastor,  died  in  1925.  The  Rev.  L.  T.  Bond,  of  Bertie,  succeeded  him, 
and  work  was  resumed  on  the  building  after  the  preliminary  foun- 
dation plans  had  been  altered.  The  building  was  completed  and  the 
congregation  held  its  first  service  there  in  1928.  When  the  Mission 
Board  in  Chicago  and  Boston  learned  the  Mt.  Shiloh  congregation  was 
housed  in  a  new  stone  church,  the  repayment  of  the  $100  loan  advanced 
when  the  church  was  remodeled,  was  demanded.  Rebecca  Hyman,  the 
only  living  member  at  the  time  the  demand  was  made,  recalled  the 
loan  and  following  her  explanation,  the  debt  was  paid.  The  debt  in- 
curred in  fnancing  the  stone  church  was  finally  repaid,  and  the 
mortgage  was  burned  in  April,  1944. 

During  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Ellis  (1960-1963)  the  church 
bought  a  parsonage,  later  adding  one  room  to  it. 

On  June  1,  1970,  remodeling  work  on  the  sanctuary  was  started 
during  the  pastorate  of  Leo  Williams,  who  resigned  in  October,  1970. 
The  remodeling  work  was  complete  and  the  debt  incurred  was  retired 
in  1973  under  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  A.  L.  Daye,  who  succeeded 
Williams  in  May,  1971. 

Along  the  way,  the  congregation  placed  carpeting  on  the  floors, 
provided  a  baptistry  and  purchased  other  materials  associated  with  a 
modern  church  plant. 
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Ground  for  a  46-by-79  foot  educational  building  was  broken  on  May 
12, 1974,  by  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  A.  L.  Daye.  The  act  was  witnessed  by 
Mayor  N.  C.  Green,  Contractor  W.  R.  Swain  and  leaders  of  the  church. 

Among  the  early  deacons  of  the  church  were:  W.  B.  Crew,  Samuel 
Bartley,  Edmond  Latham,  Joe  Scott  and  Henry  Tarkington,  the  later 
also  serving  as  secretary.  Fannie  White  was  the  first  convert,  and  she, 
with  Rebecca  Hyman  and  Annette  Respass,  worked  diligently  for  the 
spiritual  and  material  growth  of  the  church.  Louise  Scott  was  mother 
of  the  church. 

Willie  Outterbridge  is  listed  as  the  second  pastor  of  Mt.  Shiloh,  and 
he  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Moses  Norman.  Definite  dates  are  not 
now  available,  and  two  other  pastors  were  called,  but  their  names  and 
service  tenures  are  not  listed.  Succeeding  them,  the  Rev.  Solomon  R. 
Riddick  had  a  long  and  fruitful  pastorate  apparently  prior  to  1877. 
Much  progress  was  made  under  his  devoted  direction  and  service. 
Entering  the  ministry,  J.  W.  (Willie)  Rodgers  assisted  Riddick  when 
the  service  schedule  was  extended  to  include  a  second  Sunday  ser- 
vices, preaching  at  that  time  every  month  for  a  number  of  years. 

When  the  Rev.  Mr.  Riddick  died  in  1925,  the  Rev.  G.  T.  Hill,  an  able 
leader  and  conscientious  educator,  supplied  the  pulpit  until  the  Rev.  L. 
T.  Bond  was  elected  pastor  in  1926.  Two  years  later  the  church  moved 
into  its  new  home.  Bond  had  served  as  secretary  of  the  General 
Baptist  State  Convention,  and  he  did  an  able  work  in  advancing  the 
growth  of  the  church.  Upon  his  death  in  1946,  the  Rev.  G.  T.  Hill  again 
rallied  to  the  cause  of  his  church  and  supplied  the  pulpit  until  the  Rev. 

A.  W.  Lamb  began  his  pastorate  in  1947.  When  Lamb's  health  began  to 
fail,  near  the  end  of  1959,  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Ellis  was  elected 
pastor  and  he  began  serving  in  May,  1960.  Much  was  accomplished 
during  his  pastorate.  A  house  was  rented  for  a  parsonage. 
The  worship  service  schedule  was  extended  to  every  Sunday.  The 

B.  T.U.  was  reorganized.  Lamb  resigned  in  February,  1963,  and  called 
to  succeed  him,  the  Rev.  Leo  Williams  began  his  pastorate  in  August, 
of  that  year.  He  initiated  plans  for  remodeling  the  sanctuary,  and 
advanced  the  well-being  of  the  church.  When  Williams  resigned 
January  31,  1971,  the  present  pastor,  the  Rev.  A.  L.  Daye,  was  called 
and  he  began  his  pastorate  the  first  Sunday  in  May,  that  year. 
Remodeling  work  on  the  sanctuary  was  completed  and  there  were 
other  accomplishments  during  the  early  years  of  his  pastorate. 

During  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Riddick,  George  Maddison, 
(Madd)  White  and  J.  W.  Rogers  were  ordained  to  the  ministry. 

"The  Fishers'  Club,"  the  oldest  organization  in  the  church,  was 
started  in  1925  by  the  late  Fannie  Hassell,  Mattie  Speller,  Lizzie 
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Williams  and  Martha  White,  mothers  of  the  church,  Delia  Chambers, 
Ida  Everett,  Mary  Delia  Bennett,  Mary  Riddick,  Venus  Ewell  and 
Willie  Watts. 

Louvenia  Slade,  Lenora  Rodgers,  pianist,  Sabre  Braswell,  Sarah 
Bell  and  others  organized  the  choir  members  and  called  it  "East  Union 
Club."  In  1936  Minnie  E.  Chambers  was  elected  church  clerk. 

Ordained  at  various  times  from  the  pastorate  of  Solomon  Riddick, 
the  following  have  served  as  deacons:  Cain  Williams,  Joe  Williams, 
Jake  Ruffin,  Henry  Ruffin,  Richard  Manning,  Sam  Winbush,  William 
Rodgers,  James  Howard,  Jesse  Rodges,  Robert  Rodgers,  Charles 
Wilder,  Tom  Maye,  James  Moore,  Andrew  Roberson,  M.  C.  Hooker, 
Leo  Slade,  Alonza  Jones  and  Arlene  Hagan. 

Plans  were  made  earlier  in  the  year  for  observing  the  centennial  of 
the  church  in  August,  1974,  the  event  to  review  so  many  ac- 
complishments in  the  spiritual  and  material  realms  there  over  100 
years. 

Mt.  Shiloh's  history  is  based  on  notes  and  records  kept  by  Mrs.  Re- 
becca Hyman,  an  early  member,  prefaced  by  Mrs.  Amaga  Cherry 
Roberson,  Mrs.  Lela  Chambers  Bond  and  Miss  Minnie  Chambers. 

Williams  Chapel  A.M.E.  Zion  Methodist 

Williams  Chapel  A.M.E.  Zion  Methodist,  numbered  among  the  oldest 
of  colored  Methodism  in  the  county,  has  comparatively  little  available 
history  today.  The  church  was  organized  about  1878,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Albemarle  Conference.  The  first  pastor  was  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Pettigrew. 

Down  through  the  years,  the  church  had  a  goodly  number  of  able 
pastors,  including  the  Rev.  T.  Y.  Davis,  who  labored  long  and  hard  for 
the  congregation.  Although  its  membership  is  now  limited  to  about  65, 
the  church  has  progressed,  financing  brick  veneering  and  the  con- 
struction of  a  parsonage.  The  church  is  located  on  Rhodes  Street,  near 
Woodlawn  Cemetery. 

The  Rev.  G.  Curtis  Newby  is  the  present  pastor.  The  church  is  one 
of  the  few  having  a  female  assistant  pastor.  Mrs.  Mattie  Ormond  is 
serving  in  that  capacity  at  the  present  time. 

Present  trustees  are:    John  M.  Slade,  George  T.  Hyman,  W.  C. 
Bunch,  Sr.,  William  Honeyblue,  William  Morris,  Brad  Bagley,  R.  Mc. 
Edwards  and  W.  V.  Ormond.  Currently  Fred  Bennett,  Herman  Slade, 
S.  A.  Outerbridge  and  L.  M.  Jackson  are  serving  as  stewards. 
Information  gained  from  W.  V.  Ormond  and  W.  C.  Bunch,  Sr. 
Cornestone  Baptist  Church  \ 

From  a  small  beginning  in  1892,  Cornerstone  Baptist  Church  was 
organized  on  Pearl  Street  in  Williamston  under  the  ministry  of  the  late 
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Rev.  Thomas  Williams,  with  the  untiring  help  of  Rev.  Dr.  Miller, 
Navin  Scott,  Robert  Davis,  Offie  Cherry  and  Arniece  Respass 
Rodgers.  Sister  Rogers  gave  the  church  its  name. 

When  the  first  church  building  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  Pearl  Street 
in  1919,  a  lot  for  a  new  building  was  purchased  on  Warren  Street.  Ex- 
panding beyond  its  facilities,  the  congregation  bought  another  lot 
across  the  street,  the  location  of  the  present  church.  In  time,  the 
church  expanded  beyond  its  plant  facilities,  and  construction  work  on 
a  larger  house  of  worship  was  started  in  1965.  The  first  worship  service 
was  held  in  the  new  brick  edifice  on  July  3, 1966. 

Cornerstone  has  had  able  leadership  down  through  the  years.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Miller  was  elected  pastor  at  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Williams,  the  first  pastor.  After  faithfully  serving  the  church  a 
number  of  years,  Miller  died  and  he  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Hyman,  who  also  served  as  the  first  organist.  D.  L.  Tillery  was  the 
next  pastor  and  he  served  until  failing  health  forced  his  semi- 
retirement.  He  was  assisted  for  a  year  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Moses,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  year  Moses  was  named  pastor  for  a  year.  He  was 
succeeded  by  the  Rev.  T.  T.  Shivers,  who  served  the  church  for  nine 
years.  Following  Shivers,  the  Rev.  L.  W.  Price  served  the  pastorate 
for  two  years.  The  present  pastor,  the  Rev.  N.  H.  Harris,  succeeded 
Price,  and  it  was  during  Harris's  tenure  that  the  present  plant  was 
built.  The  dedicated  church  family  of  more  than  300  members  have 
installed  a  heating  plant,  equipped  the  education  plant,  installed 
carpeting,  purchased  a  piano  and  organ,  bus  and  placed  a  steeple  on 
the  church. 

In  addition  to  its  material  growth,  the  church  has  sent  out  two  of  its 
sons  into  the  ministry,  the  Rev.  George  Smith  of  ,Williamston,  and 
Elder  Elbert  Coburn  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Climaxing  its  growth  in  the  material  and  spiritual  fields,  the  church 
is  now  debt  free. 

Charlie  M.  Johnson,  Paul  Griffin,  James  M.  Bell,  Louis  Bonds, 
William  Brown  and  James  Leather  are  the  current  deacons,  and  the 
present  mothers  include:  Lola  Lloyd,  Betty  Outerbridge,  Augusta 
Bridgett,  Rosa  Johnson,  Donniann  Smith,  Estelle  Brown,  Caroline 
Rogers  and  Mrs.  Willis  Johnson. 

Cornerstone  history  is  based  on  information  gained  from  Deacon 
Paul  Griffin. 

Back  Swamp  Church  of  Christ  (Disciples) 

The  Back  Swamp  Church  of  Christ  (Disciples)  was  founded  by  a 
small  group  between  1885  and  1895.  The  mission  group  first  met  in  a 
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small  house  on  Washington  Street  near  the  Seaboard  Atlantic  Coast 
Line  railroad  crossing. 

The  small  congregation  later  moved  into  the  country,  locating  in 
Tyner  Town  and  worshiping  in  a  one-room  house  on  the  Ben  and  Pat 
Biggs  property.  The  small  house  of  worship  was  later  moved  about 
one-half  mile  down  Tyner's  Lane  and  located  on  property  bought  from 
James  and  Alice  Brown  for  $4.  The  church  was  then  known  as  Tyner's 
Church  of  Christ. 

The  first  official  information  about  the  church  is  found  in  a  deed 
recorded  on  September  17,  1907,  when  the  leaders  purchased  a  site 
from  the  late  Mack  Gilbert  Reddick  near  Back  Swamp,  and  the 
congregation  then  became  known  as  Back  Swamp  Church  of  Christ 
(Disciples).  The  swamp  is  often  referred  to  as  Black  Swamp  and  on 
highway  maps  it  is  listed  as  Dog  Branch.  The  property,  measuring  50 
by  70  yards,  was  deeded  to  Edwin  Williams,  Robert  Evans  and  Robert 
Simmons,  trustees. 

The  present  church  has  been  remodeled  and  enlarged  four  times, 
including  brick  veneering  about  four  years  ago. 

About  the  time  the  church  was  located  in  Tyner  Town,  Elder 
Frank  Brooks,  of  the  Free  Union  area,  was  elected  as  the  first  pastor. 
His  tenure  of  service  to  the  church  is  not  known,  but  when  he  died 
suddenly,  Back  Swamp  was  progressing  with  the  following  seventeen 
members:  Martha  Tyner,  Nancy  Tyner,  Margaret  Brown,  Rose 
Chesson,  Elizabeth  Evans,  Bettie  Simmons,  Florence  Williams,  Paul 
Williams,  Robert  Evans,  Robert  Simmons,  Edward  Simmons,  John 
Tyner,  Windsor  Smithwick,  John  Moses  Hassell,  Charlie  Keyes,  John 
Chesson  and  Mittie  Simmons  Mason,  the  latter  still  being  recognized 
as  an  active  member. 

Elder  Chester  Whi taker  was  chosen  to  succeed  Elder  Brooks,  ser- 
ving for  18  months.  J.  J.  Ward  was  called  to  the  pastorate  in  Sep- 
tember, 1907,  and  a  year  later  the  site  for  the  present  church  was 
purchased.  Elder  Ward  served  as  pastor  until  1915,  and  Elder  William 
Harmon  Peel  began  his  40-year  pastorate  in  October,  that  year.  In 
failing  health  during  his  latter  years,  Elder  Peele  had  David  Griffin 
substitute  for  him  at  irregular  intervals.  Griffin  began  a  12-year 
pastorate  in  June,  1955,  serving  until  June  1967.  The  church  was 
without  a  regular  pastor  from  June,  1967,  until  April,  1968,  and  the 
present  pastor,  Elder  Otis  Nixon,  was  elected  in  December,  1967, 
beginning  his  duties  in  April,  1968. 

Currently  serving  the  620-member  church  in  various  capacities  are : 
William  Manson,  Andrew  Brown,  Roosevelt  Scott,  Dallas  B.  Evans, 
Bill  and  Walter  Biggs,  trustees;  LeRoy  Ruffin,  John  Howard,  Sim  Bel] 
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and  Columbus  Rodgers,  deacons;  Mrs.  Artie  Tyner  Manson. 
corresponding  secretary;  and  Lela  Mae  Scot,  financial  secretary. 

Information  about  the  church  furnished  by  Mrs.  Manson  and  Mrs 
Julius  Evans. 

Sandy  Point  Primitive  Baptist  Church 

Located  on  Highway  125  at  Mill  Branch,  a  few  miles  northwest  of 
Williamston,  the  Sandy  Point  Primitive  Baptist  Church  was  organized 
about  1900  by  Elijah  Brown.  The  small  wooden  structure  was 
dismantled  about  1920  and  located  on  West  Warren  Street. 
Williamston. 

Serving  as  the  first  pastor,  Elijah  Brown  was  followed  by  John 
Charles  of  Tarboro,  Hazzard  Hemby  of  Greenville,  and  Guilford  Slade. 
the  present  pastor. 

Reporting  twenty  members  at  one  time,  the  church  now  has  four 
on  its  roll,  including:  Guilford  Slade,  William  0.  Clemmons,  Ira 
James  and  Fannie  Mae  Slade. 

The  original  site  of  the  Sandy  Point  Primitive  Baptist  Church  was 
sold  to  a  missionary  group  known  as  Sandy  Point  Missionary  Baptist 
Church. 

Information  offered  by  William  0.  Clemmons,  a  member  and 
former  church  clerk. 

Barnabas  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

Generally  known  as  Barnabess  and  located  about  one-half  mile  off 
the  old  Williamston  and  Everetts  road,  Barnabas  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  was  founded  in  1904.  The  Rev.  Edmond  Early  was  the  first 
minister. 

The  early  deacons  included:  Willis  Hines,  Isaac  Johnson,  Louis 
Outerbridge  and  Ned  Hilliard.  The  present  pastor  is  J.  R.  Roberson; 
and  Arthur  Slade.  William  Price,  Gabriel  Williams,  Rufus  Jones  and 
Slade  Peel  are  currently  serving  as  deacons. 

One  of  the  larger  colored  churches  in  the  county  list  of  Missionary 
Baptist  churches.  Barnabas  now  has  200  members  on  its  roll.  The 
church  has  been  renovated  and  brick  veneered. 

The  brief  history  is  based  on  information  furnished  by  Arthur  Slade. 

Sandy  Point  Missionary  Baptist 

When  the  Sandy  Point  Primitive  Church  moved  to  town  (William- 
ston) about  1920,  the  Sandy  Point  Missionary  Baptist  Church  bought 
the  property.  First  located  back  in  the  woods,  the  church  was  moved 
to  the  highway  just  northwest  of  Mill  Branch,  the  location  of  the 
present  church.  Little  is  known  about  the  organization  of  the  church 
but  the  Rev.  Ebron  and  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Everett  were  two  of  the  early 
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pastors.  The  early  deacons  were :  (?)  Smallwood,  William  Price,  John 
Roberson,  Sam  Stevenson  and  "Scrap"  Baker. 

The  Rev.  Tom  Andrews  was  pastor  when  the  church  was  moved  to 
the  new  site  on  the  highway.  The  Rev.  Johnny  Bell,  Jr.,  of  Tarboro  is 
now  serving  as  pastor,  conducting  services  each  third  Sunday. 

Brick  veneered  in  1972,  the  church  now  has  about  210  members  on  its 
roll. 

Information  about  the  church  was  offered  by  Mrs.  Dortha  Spruill 
Rogers. 

Green  Memorial  Disciples  Church 

Mainly  through  the  efforts  of  Blount  Moore,  Green  Memorial 
Disciples  Church,  located  near  the  foot  of  river  hill  on  East  Main 
Street,  Williamston,  was  organized  in  1922.  Ten  years  later  the  name 
was  changed  to  Green  Memorial. 

Carl  Feck  Speller  was  the  first  deacon  to  serve  the  church,  and  he 
came  over  from  Bertie  County  to  assist  in  the  organizational  work. 
Five  years  after  its  organization,  the  first  membership  applicant, 
George  Henry  Rogers,  was  baptized.  Dawson  Speller  was  the  first 
deacon  to  be  ordained.  Mrs.  Lizzie  Ashley  was  the  first  mother  of  the 
church,  and  Mrs.  Frances  Robin  was  the  second. 

There  was  some  dissension  within  the  church  back  in  the  sixties 
when  racial  unrest  existed  in  the  town  and  area. 

Some  of  the  more  thoughtful  members  would  have  no  part  of  the 
trouble-making  art,  but  the  big  split  did  not  come  until  later. 

The  Rev.  Jasper  Roberson  is  the  present  pastor,  and  Carol  Jenkins, 
William  Dawson  Speller  and  George  W.  Williams  are  currently  serving 
as  deacons.  Services  are  held  twice  each  month. 

Information  furnished  by  the  Rev.  George  Henry  Roberson. 

Mt.  Zion  Holiness  Church 

Little  authentic  information  could  be  gained  about  Mount  Zion 
Holiness  Church,  located  on  Jamesville  Road  in  Williamston.  While  a 
definiate  organizational  date  could  not  be  learned,  the  church  is 
believed  to  be  comparatively  young. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Shoulders  was  the  first  pastor,  and  the  early  deacons 
included:  Mack  Baker,  Lonnie  Rhodes  and  Richard  Smith.  Eva 
Baker,  Gertrude  James,  Lily  Green,  Phyllis  Smith  and  Elizabeth 
Davenport  were  listed  among  the  early  sisters. 

The  church  plant  was  recently  enlarged  and  brick  veneered. 

Henry  C.  Mervin  of  Goldsboro,  is  the  present  pastor,  ine  cnurcn 
now  has  125  members. 

Information  about  the  church  was  gained  from  C.  B.  Rogers. 
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Church  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 

Located  in  an  old  theater  building  on  Washington  Street  between 
Elm  and  Pearl  streets,  the  Church  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  was 
organized  in  1954  under  the  direction  of  Bishop  Johnson. 

Dennis  Cox  of  Roper  is  the  present  leader.  Bishop  Shelton,  serving 
this  area,  visits  the  church  at  certain  intervals,  and  his  presence  at- 
tracts a  sizable  attendance. 

Little  could  be  learned  about  the  church,  but  the  limited  information 
was  provided  by  Mrs.  Ethel  Woolard. 

Church  of  God  in  Christ 

The  Church  of  God  in  Christ,  organized  in  1956,  built  a  house  of 
worship  on  Roberson  Street  about  that  year.  Elder  J.  S.  Spruill  was  the 
first  pastor,  and  Floyd  Taylor  is  now  serving  the  church  in  that 
capacity. 

Joe  Lawrence  and  William  Lawrence  are  the  present  deacons,  and 
the  members  include:  Joe  Lawrence  and  wife,  Mattie;  William 
Lawrence  and  wife,  Katie;  Maletha  Hudgins,  Sarah  Jones,  Mrs.  Lynch 
and  Minnie  Mae  Spruill. 

Information  about  the  church  was  supplied  by  Mrs.  J.  S.  Spruill. 

Way  of  the  Cross  (Pentecostal  Holiness)  Church 
Located  on  Little  Street,  the  Pentecostal  Holiness  Way  of  the  Cross 
Church  was  organized  in  1959.  A  new  church  building  was  completed 
in  1973. 

George  Davenport  was  the  first  deacon  to  serve  the  church.  Present 
deacons  are  Asa  Cromwell  and  S.  T.  Brown.  The  Rev.  Willie  McGee  is 
the  present  pastor  and  Willie  P.  Teel  is  assisting  him. 

Information  about  the  church  was  gained  from  Willie  P.  Teel. 

Rosemary  Church  of  Christ 

Organized  May  21,  1966,  Rosemary  Church  of  Christ  is  located 
corner  of  Pearl  and  Wilson  streets  in  Williamston. 

The  first  pastor  was  R.  E.  Fulcher,  who  continues  to  serve  in  that 
capacity.  Elisha  Williams,  the  first  deacon,  continues  to  serve  the 
church.  Ida  Eborn  was  the  first  church  mother.  There  are  twenty-five 
members  on  the  church  roll. 

Information  supplied  by  Earline  Pullen. 

St.  Paul's  Church  of  Christ  (Disciples) 

Climaxing  dissension  in  Green  Memorial  (Disciples)  Church,  a 
group  of  members  withdrew  their  memberships  there  and  organized 
Saint  Paul's  Church  of  Christ  (Disciples)  in  1967. 

Services  were  first  held  in  the  home  of  George  Henry  Rogers,  and 
when  the  membership  increased  worship  meetings  were  held  in  a  tent. 
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Construction  work  on  an  attractive  brick  building  was  started  in  1970, 
and  the  first  worship  services  were  held  there  in  1971  by  the  then 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Elbert  B.  Williams. 

Located  on  East  Main  Street  just  below  Roanoke  Avenue  and  close  to 
Coastal  Wholesale,  the  church  is  now  pastored  by  the  Rev.  George  H. 
Rogers.  Rudolph  Roberson  and  McCoy  Roberson  are  currently  serv- 
ing as  deacons. 

Services  are  held  each  Sunday. 

Information  offered  by  the  Rev.  George  H.  Rogers,  the  church 
founder. 
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CHAPTER  VII 


CROSS  ROADS  TOWNSHIP  CHURCHES 
Christian  Chapel 

Organized  in  1857  under  the  leadership  of  Stanley  Ayers,  Christian 
Chapel  Christian  Church's  twenty  members  first  held  services  in  a 
wooden  building,  located  in  Cross  Roads  Township  and  a  few  miles 
south  of  Everetts.  The  old  building  was  moved  across  the  road  where 
services  were  continued  there  until  the  present  church  plant  was 
completed  in  1950.  A  new  brick  parsonage  was  constructed  in  1966,  and 
more  recently  a  new  educational  buildings  was  erected. 

Listed  among  the  early  leaders  of  the  church  were:  Simon  Robert- 
son, Archibald  Roebuck,  J.  A.  Ausborn  and  Arthur  Wynn.  Listed 
among  later  leaders  were  H.  L.  Roebuck,  W.  L.  Ausborn,  Oscar  Ayers, 
Frank  Bailey,  Paul  Leggett,  John  Jackson  and  Gaston  James. 

Presently  the  following  are  serving  the  church:  Winford  Mobley, 
William  H.  Leggett  and  Rufus  Wynne,  elders;  William  H.  Leggett, 
James  Thompson,  Ashley  Roebuck,  Roy  Leggett,  Raleigh  Beacham, 
Johnnie  Griffin  and  Luther  Bland,  deacons. 

Following  Stanley  Ayers,  the  founder,  the  following  ministers  have 
served  the  church  since  1881:  Gideon  Allen  (1881),  J.  R.  Winfield 
(1882),  Henry  Winfield  (1883),  Stanley  Ayers  (1884-1892),  Thomas 
Green  (1897-1901),  S.  W.  Sumrell  (1909-1911,  1913-1919),  C.  E.  Lee 
(1912-,  1922-1928),  George  A.  Moore  (1920-1921),  R.  A.  Phillips  (1929- 
1930),  L.  T.  Holliday  (1931),  D.  W.  Arnold  (1932),  Warren  A.  Davis 
(1933-1936),  R.  V.  Pope  (1937-1938),  F.  A.  Lilley  (1940),  Dennis  Warren 
Davis  (1941-1948),  P.  E.  Cayton  (1940-,  1950),  R.  L.  Topping  (1951-1960), 
Bill  Gardner  (1961),  William  Clifton  (1962-1964),  Russell  Mann  (1965- 
1973)  and  Wayne  Davis  (August,  1973,  to  the  present). 

The  name  of  the  church  was  changed  to  Christian  Chapel  Church  of 
Christ  back  about  the  forties. 

Chas.  C.  Ware,  noted  church  historian,  has  much  of  Christian  Chapel 
history  in  his  "Albemarle  Annals,"  most  of  which  follows : 

"South  of  Everetts  and  near  Robersonville  is  Christian  Chapel 
known  locally  as  'Cross  Roads.'  Stanley  Ayers,  (1831-1910),  pioneer 
Disciple  itinerant  and  chaplain  in  the  army  of  the  C.S.A.,  founded  it  in 
1857.  Its  20  members  increased  to  52  the  next  year.  Ayers  in  1857  was 
enrolled  by  the  Disciples  state  meeting.  His  home  on  Bear  Grass 
Creek  was  two  miles  south  of  Christian  Chapel;  his  grave  is  about  the 
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same  distance  from  the  church.  At  a  memorial  service  for  him  at  the 
church  on  October  11, 1936,  three  of  his  grandsons  present  were :  Oscar 
Ayers,  Leslie  Ayers,  and  Archie  Roberson. 

"The  Disciples'  State  Convention  Minutes  of  1857,  (October  11), 
record  it  as  a  'new  church  admitted.'  There  were  then  but  two  other 
churches  of  this  faith  in  Martin  County,  namely,  Taylor's  Chapel, 
(Maple  Grove),  and  Welch's  Creek  (near  Dardens).  Altogether  these 
three  churches  had  97  members.  Fourteen  of  their  laymen 
represented  Christian  Chapel  in  Disciples  State  Convention,  as 
follows:  T.  Ayers,  W.  H.  Wilson,  J.  B.  Leggett,  J.  R.  Robinson,  J.  R. 
Roebuck,  McG.  Britton,  Edward  B.  Roebuck,  Henry  Wynn,  J.  J. 
Swain,  M.  G.  Rawls,  W.  K.  Woolard,  R.  D.  Woolard,  W.  A.  Gurganus, 
H.  D.  Cowen.  First  clerks:  W.  H.  Wilson  (1878) ;  McG.  Britton  (1885) ; 
J.  B.  Ayers  (1889).  Some  ministerial  recruits  from  this  church: 
Stanley  Ayers,  Dallas  Ayers,  Tommie  Roebuck,  J.  Thomas  Brown  and 
Jack  Roebuck. 

"Pastor  Thomas  Green  reporting  his  monthly  visit  there  on 
February  11,  1900,  said:  'We  place  envelopes  with  every  family 
possible,  and  we  expect  a  liberal  offering  in  March  for  foreign 
missions.  Through  the  efforts  of  Sallie  J.  Gurganus  the  church  was 
presented  with  a  handsome  communion  set.' 

"H.  S.  Davenport  held  their  revival  in  September,  1900,  preached  to 
'over-flowing  houses,'  added  20,  and  remarked:  'I  was  pleased  to  meet 
Stanley  Ayers,  one  of  the  old  pioneer  preachers  of  Martin  County.  His 
membership  is  at  this  church;  and  though  he  has  lost  one  eye,  and  is 
otherwise  afflicted,  and  is  69  years  old,  still  preaches,  and  rendered 
valuable  assistance  in  this  meeting.  I  found  the  brethren  all  warm- 
hearted, social,  and  lovers  of  hospitality.'  Two  of  their  active  laymen 
at  that  time  were  John  B.  Leggett,  and  Joseph  A.  Ausbon.  Young 
lady  volunteers  to  solicit  the  evangelist's  pay,  and  who  turned  in  a 
'nice  sum,'  according  to  his  grateful  acknowledgment,  were: 
Maggie,  Hattie,  and  Lena  Wynn,  Gertie  Woolard,  and  Sophia  Leggett. 

"October,  1900,  was  state  missions  month.  Thomas  Green,  pastor 
with  vision,  raised  $5.50  there  for  that  brotherhood-related  cause, 
confessing:  'it  is  not  as  much  as  we  wished,  but  we  are  glad  to  note 
that  this  church  with  the  entire  brotherhood  is  imbibing  more  of  the 
mission  spirit.  We  hope  there  is  a  brighter  day  not  far  off  for  state 
work.  May  we  all  confess  that  we  have  not  done  our  best. ' 

"In  December,  1900,  S.  E.  Roberson  and  J.  T.  Barnhill  were  added 
to  their  local  church  board.  Green  said:  'Under  their  watchful  care  we 
look  for  success.'  He  had  asked  the  veteran,  H.  S.  Davenport,  to 
preach  for  him  at  'Cross  Roads'  on  March  10,  1901,  exhorting  him: 
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'Now  you  prepare  a  stirring  sermon  on  foreign  missions,  Bro. 
Davenport.  Our  brethren  only  want  to  know  their  duty.  They  are 
willing  and  able.' 

"J.  M.  Perry,  Robersonville  pastor,  held  the  Christian  Chapel 
revival  in  1921,  with  49  additions.  Likewise  J.  A.  Taylor  served  them  in 
1929,  adding  nine.  R.  A.  Phillips  was  then  the  local  pastor,  who  said  of 
Taylor:  'His  messages  were  deeply  spiritual,  ever  ringing  clear  with 
Christian  love.' 

"C.  C.  Ware  on  November  12, 1933,  assisted  by  pastor  Warren  A. 
Davis,  ordained  these  officers:  Elders:  Herbert  L.  Roebuck,  Oscar 
Ayers;  deacons:  Frank  Bailey,  Paul  Leggett,  John  Jackson,  Gaston 
James. 

"Building  improvements  were  noted  in  March,  1936.  'A  new  roof  is 
on,  new  ceiling,  new  mats  on  the  floor,  and  new  shades  for  the  win- 
dows. The  audience  room  is  now  much  more  attractive.'  Four  years 
later  the  schoolhouse  beside  their  church  plant  was  'remodeled  into  a 
good,  serviceable  parsonage  of  six  rooms.'  The  pastoral  unity 
minister  first  occupied  it  with  his  family  in  November,  1936. 

Everetts  Baptist  Church 

Pine  Forest  Missionary  Baptist  unurcn,  a  forerunner  of  the  Everetts 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  was  organized  in  1877,  the  first  church 
building  being  located  about  one-half  mile  south  of  Everetts  on  the 
road  leading  to  Cross  Roads.  The  first  recorded  pastor  was  Bitha 
Leggett  of  Bertie  County,  and  the  charter  members  were:  James 
Augustus  Whitley,  Bryant  Wynn,  Gib  Wynn,  Gray  Wynn,  Prissy 
Rawls,  Artamecia  Pew,  Spell  Mobley,  Eliza  Keel,  Rubin  Gurganus, 
Bob  Wynn  and  wife,  Nancy,  James  Mobley  and  Nancy  Roberson. 

Under  the  leadership  of  James  Augustus  (Gus)  Whitley,  the  church 
was  torn  down  in  1890  and  moved  to  the  growing  village  of  Everetts 
where  the  name  was  changed.  It  was  the  only  church  in  Everetts  until 
1921,  when  the  Christian  Church  was  organized. 

The  first  record  of  a  Sunday  school  dates  back  to  1890. 

When  the  church  outgrew  its  facilities  in  1925,  the  membership  made 
plans  for  a  new  house  of  worship.  A  building  committee  was  named, 
composed  of  Deacons  C.  T.  Peel  and  J.  S.  Ayers  and  V.  G.  Taylor  and 
Joe  Wynne.  The  new  brick  structure  was  completed  in  May  of  1926, 
and  the  first  worship  service  was  held  there  the  first  Sunday  in  June, 
that  year.  The  debt  was  retired  in  1935,  followed  by  a  dedicatory 
service  in  November. 

In  1935  the  idea  of  an  expanded  serving  schedule  was  considered 
along  with  the  erection  of  a  pastorium.  The  late  Mrs.  J.  T.  Barnhill, 
although  not  a  member  of  the  church,  gave  a  lot  near  the  church  for  the 
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construction  of  the  pastorium.  Through  generous  donations  made  by 
Mrs.  V.  G.  Taylor,  the  pastorium  was  completed  in  1955.  After  con- 
tributing liberally  on  the  original  contract,  Mrs.  Taylor  later  financed 
the  completion  of  two  upstairs  rooms  and  the  installation  of  a  bath  on 
the  second  floor.  Handling  the  building  plans  were  the  following 
members  of  the  committee:  C.  C.  Bailey,  chairman;  Mrs.  V.  G. 
Taylor,  Mrs.  Jane  Martin  Clark,  Alton  Stalls,  Mrs.  H.  M.  Ayers,  Mrs. 
J.  W.  Peel,  G.  H.  Forbes,  Jr.  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Mobley.  The  church  went 
to  full-time  schedule,  and  the  Rev.  John  Tullock  was  the  first  pastor  to 
occupy  the  pastorium. 

In  1966  an  addition  was  made  to  the  church,  including  a  nursery  and 
two  rest  rooms.  Six  memorial  windows  were  installed  in  1969  and  1970, 
and  central  heating  and  air  conditioning  were  provided  in  1971. 

The  present  deacons  of  the  church  are:  G.  H.  Forbes,  Paul  Bailey, 
H.  M.  Ayers,  J.  E.  Mobley,  Deral  Gurganus,  Floyd  Stalls,  Robert 
Whitaker,  Jesse  Gurganus  and  Sherwood  Carraway.  The  Rev.  Allan 
B.  Crouch  is  the  present  pastor,  serving  approximately  160  members. 

The  list  of  pastors  serving  the  church  includes:  Bitha  Leggett  (1878- 
1879),  W.  K.  Knight  (1880),  George  J.  Dowell  (1885-1893),  G.  L.  Merrill 

(1897-1898),  B.  K.  Mason  (1899-1900),  J.  W.  Rose  (1901-1902),  

Hocutt  (1903),  S.  G.  Hartman  (1904),  J.  T.  Eubanks  (1905-1906),  W.  G. 
Hall  (1907),  E.  C.  Andrews  (1908),  T.  L.  Vernon  (1909-1913),  J.  L. 
Rogers  (1914),  S.  F.  Bristow  (1915-1916),  R.  S.  Fountain  (1917)),  T.  J. 
Crisp  (1918),  W.  O.  Biggs  (1919-1921),  J.  P.  Harris  (1922-1924),  Ford  A. 
Burns  (1925),  W.  R.  Yokely  (1926-1927),  E.  F.  Baker  (1928),  J.  H.  Smith 
(1924-1932),  E.  C.  Shoe  (1932-1941),  W.  O.  Andrews  (1941-1942),  Albert 
Lamm  (1942-1943),  Cleve  Wilkie  (1943-1945),  J.  R.  Everett  (1946),  Elliot 
R.  Stewart  (1947-1952),  C.  L.  Gatling  (1952-1953),  J.  Harold  Coggins 
(1953-1954),  John  Tullock  (1954-1958),  Luther  G.  Cribb  (1958-1960),  Paul 
T.  Worrell  (1960-1970),  Allen  R.  Crouch  (1971). 

Mrs.  Helen  K.  Peel  recently  made  an  extensive  research  of  the 
Everetts  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  the  above  is  based  on  her 
findings. 

Everetts  Methodist  Church 

Two  attempts  were  made  to  establish  a  Methodist  church  in 
Everetts,  but  they  proved  unsuccessful,  and  the  last  attempt  was 
abandoned  about  1929. 

The  minutes  of  the  quarterly  conference  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
dated  1914,  show  that  a  Methodist  church  had  been  organized  in 
Everetts.  J.  L.  Wynne,  Herbert  Cullipher  and  Whit  S.  Moore  were 
listed  as  trustees.  The  building  committee  was  composed  of  J.  L 
Wynn,  Herbert  Cullipher,  Whit  Moore,  Frank  Teel  and  Professor 
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Smith.  Little  other  official  information  about  the  first  church  is  to  be 
found. 

Andrew  Clark,  one  of  the  older  citizens  now  in  Everetts,  recalls  some 
talk  about  a  Methodist  church  there,  adding  that  the  plan  never 
materialized. 

The  second  Methodist  church  in  Everetts  was  organized  in  1927, 
when  T.  W.  Lee,  Williamston  minister,  and  about  20  members  made 
plans  for  a  house  of  worship.  When  the  Everetts  Baptists  built  a  new 
house  of  worship,  they  sold  their  old  church  building  to  the  Methodists 
for  $625.  Aided  by  H.  A.  Cullipher,  W.  S.  Moore  and  Mrs.  Lossie  Barn- 
hill,  trustees,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lee  held  services  in  Everetts  on  Sunday 
afternoons  until  June,  1929. 

When  the  membership  began  to  dwindle  and  because  of  a  lack  of  in- 
terest and  financial  difficulties,  the  church  ceased  to  function.  The 
building  was  sold  to  Mrs.  Neal  James.  Later  the  property  was 
repurchased  by  the  Baptists. 

Everetts  Christian  Church 
Early  in  1921,  "Cyclone  Mack"  shook  the  Robersonville-Everetts 
community  with  his  fervent  evangelism.  Soon  thereafter  the  Rev. 
James  M.  Perry,  pastor  of  Robersonville  Christian  Church,  held  a 
revival  in  an  improvised  worship  room  at  Everetts.  There  were  44 
baptisms  and  38  others  joined  the  church  by  statement,  marking  the 
beginning  of  Everetts  Christian  Church  about  the  middle  of  1921.  Louis 
A.  Mayo,  a  ministerial  student  at  Atlantic  Christian  College,  was 
called  and  he  served  the  congregation  two  years.  During  the  first  year 
a  Sunday  school  was  organized  and  100  were  on  the  class  rolls.  Ben  F. 
Perry  was  the  superintendent  and  he  was  followed  in  1927  by  Chas.  B. 
Roebuck.  The  first  clerks  were:  George  H.  Holliday  and  J.  Henry 
Wynne. 

Originally  meeting  in  a  hall,  second  story  of  a  garage,  the 
congregation  started  stirring  for  a  new  church.  On  Thanksgiving  day, 
1922,  Chas.  B.  Roebuck  and  other  strong  men  in  the  community  went 
into  the  woods  and  cut  the  first  timbers  for  the  new  church  building. 
The  structure,  seating  300  and  providing  five  adjunctive  church  school 
rooms,  was  dedicated  in  the  fall  of  1923. 

Chas.  C.  Ware  has  some  interesting  comments  on  the  history  of  the 
church  in  his '  'Albemarle  Annals . ' '  They  follow,  in  part : 

"Pastor  Louis  A.  Mayo,  leading  their  revival  in  1922,  added  35.  In 
August,  1928,  G.  H.  Sullivan,  then  pastor,  evangelized  there,  adding  10. 
In  this  meeting  R.  A.  Phillips  led  the  singing  'very  acceptably,'  being 
ably  assisted  at  the  piano  by  Miss  Lela  Brown  Barnhill  of  the  local 
church. 
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"On  January  17, 1932,  C.  C.  Ware,  assisted  by  pastor  R.  A.  Phillips, 
ordained  the  following:  elders:  Joe  Harrison,  W.  S.  Gurganus,  Charles 

B.  Roebuck,  George H.  Holliday;  deacons:  Julius  T.  Barnhill,  J.  Henry 
Wynn,  Mack  L.  James,  L.  C.  James;  deaconesses:  Mesdames  L.  A. 
Clark,  Minnie  Wynn,  J.  S.  Peel,  and  Julius  T.  Barnhill.  The  local 
correspondent's  note:  'It  was  an  impressive  service.  The  pastor 
announced  a  new  financial  plan.  The  church  is  better  organized,  and  a 
good  year's  work  is  anticipated.' 

4 'J.  M.  Perry  returned  there  for  'a  wonderful  ten-day's  meeting,'  in 
June,  1938.  His  report:  'We  baptized  13  fine  young  people.'  In 
November,  1951,  pastor  Olin  E.  Fox  reported:  'At  Everetts  where  we 
have  some  of  the  salt  of  the  earth,  many  improvements  on  the  building 
and  grounds  are  being  planned.  A  new  pulpit  set,  consisting  of  com- 
munion table,  pulpit  stand,  five  chairs  and  two  flower  stands,  has  been 
purchased.'  Three  years  later  plumbing  accessories  were  installed. 

"During  the  last  week  in  October,  1952,  M.  Elmore  Turner, 
Washington  pastor,  held  the  Everetts  revival,  with  11  added.  These  11 
'were  baptized  by  Wilbur  T.  Wallace,  new  Robersonville  pastor,'  about 
which  pastor  Fox  commented:  'For  this  kindly  baptismal  service  we 
were  grateful  since  I  was  not  sufficiently  recovered  from  illness  to 
officiate.'  Two  years  later,  Bill  Nichols,  of  Swannanoa,  was  their 
evangelist,  giving  'further  uplift  to  the  church.' 

"Ross  J.  Allen  was  their  revival  'guest  speaker,'  June  20-26, 1955,  on 
which  occasion  'the  church  was  inspired  to  do  greater  things  for  the 
Lord.'  Departing  from  past  practice  the  church  advanced  to  'half- 
time'  ministry  for  a  projected  pastoral  unity  with  Jamesville.  Their 

C.  W.F.  sold  plaques  of  their  local  church  plant,  and  in  1957  bought  a 
hot-water  heater  for  their  baptistry  remodeling.  Some  active  youths  in 
their  C.Y.F.  were  Celia  Clark,  Anna  Peel,  Beckton  James. 

"A  hearty  host  has  Everetts  been  to  many  convenings  of  'One  Day 
Fellowship  Meetings,'  and  of  the  Albemarle  Christian  Missionary 
Union,  and  of  similar  brotherhood  gatherings.  And,  locally,  these 
awakened  Disciples  have  indeed  given  'a  powerful  spiritual  service  to 
this  typical  small  town  community.'  " 

The  list  of  pastors  include:  J.  M.  Perry  (1921,  1938-1946),  Louis  A. 
Mayo  (1922-1923),  J.  W.  Lollis  (1924-1925),  G.  H.  Sullivan  (1926-1931),  R. 
A.  Phillips  (1932),  Kermit  Taylor  (1933),  B.  E.  Taylor  (1934),  Malcolm 
Penney  (1935),  W.  I.  Bennett  (1936-1937),  J.  L.  Corbitt  (1938),  0.  E.  Fox 
(1949-1952),  H.  C.  Hilliard,  Sr.  (1953-1956),  A.  W.  Huffman,  Sr.  (1958- 
1959),  C.  T.  Myhand  (1960-1961),  L.  B.  Bennett  (1961-1964),  Richard 
Mcintosh  (1964-1965)  and  Leonard  Holliday  (1966  to  present). 

Services  are  now  held  twice  each  month.  Officers  serving  the  church 
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at  the  present  time,  include:  L.  A.  Clark,  Geo.  W.  Taylor,  James  A. 
Stalls  and  Chas.  R.  Leggett,  elders;  Bobby  Clark,  Clayton  Savage, 
Alton  Keel,  Raymond  Harrison,  Herman  Harrison,  Tom  Wynne  and 
Woolard  Peel,  deacons. 

Lily  of  the  Valley  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

Located  about  one-quarter  mile  from  Everetts  on  the  Spring  Green 
road,  Lily  of  the  Valley  Missionary  Baptist  Church  was  founded  in 
1882.  Little  is  known  about  the  history  of  the  church,  but  a  renovation 
program  was  started  in  1974. 

The  first  deacons  to  serve  the  church  were:  John  Hassell,  Haywood 
Langley  and  P.  T.  Everetts.  The  deacons  currently  serving  the  church 
are:  Jimmy  Wallace,  Sr.,  and  Jr.,  Blount  Moore  and  Elijah  Wallace. 

Information  furnished  by  Deacon  Blount  Moore. 

Belmont  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

Located  in  Cross  Roads  Township  between  the  Robersonville  and 
Greenville  road,  Belmont  Missionary  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in 
1892,  mainly  by  the  Rev.  John  Cotton.  The  houss  of  worship  was  rebuilt 
in  1970  when  the  Rev.  James  Walston  was  pastor. 

The  first  deacons  were:  James  Henry  Everett,  William  B.  Little, 
Fernando  Mizelle,  Link  Roberson,  Sam  Andrews  and  Sam  Slade.  The 
deacons  currently  serving  the  church  are:  Dennis  Little,  Johnny  T. 
Mizelle,  Johnny  Little  and  Thelman  Whitfield.  Three  of  the  present 
deacons  are  sons  or  grandsons  of  the  first  deacons. 

The  Rev.  Jesse  Williams  of  Goldsboro,  is  the  present  pastor  of  the 
church. 

Holding  worship  services  each  first  and  third  Sunday,  the  church 
has  275  members. 

Information  gained  from  Deacon  Johnny  Mizelle. 

Wilson  Chapel  Colored  Primitive  Baptist  Church 

On  December  30, 1907,  J.  B.  Coffield  and  wife,  Lizzie  Coffield,  deeded 
to  Jeffery  Slade,  Charles  Spruill  and  Alexander  Thompson,  deacons  of 
the  church  known  as  Wilson  Chapel,  two  cres  of  land.  This  land  is 
located  at  the  intersection  of  the  Everetts-Spring  Green  road  with  the 
Everetts-Gold  Point  road. 

Sister  Hester  Purvis  was  called  the  mother  of  the  church. 

The  first  pastor  to  serve  the  church  was  Elder  W.  A.  Hilliard.  The 
first  moderator  was  L.  W.  Kearny  and  the  first  head  deacon  was 
Charles  Spruill. 

The  present  pastor  is  Elder  Alexander  Darden  of  Rocky  Mount.  The 
present  deacons  are  Orlander  Roberson  and  Jesse  Hudson.  Mr. 
Hudson  is  the  chairman. 

Information  was  given  by  Elder  Leroy  Outerbridge. 
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St.  Mark's  Everetts  Disciple  Church 

Saint  Mark's  Everetts  Disciple  Church  was  organized  about  August 
5,  1911,  when  S.  F.  Everett  deeded  to  the  counselors  of  the  Everett 
Disciple  Church  one-half  acre  on  the  road  from  Everetts  to 
Hamilton.  The  purchase  price  was  $43,  and  the  site  was  along  the 
Blount  Chance  line. 

The  church  has  prospered  through  the  years,  and  extensive  im- 
provements were  made  to  the  church  building  in  1973. 

Early  deacons  included:  LeRoy  Griffin,  David  Wallace  and  Connie 
Ford.  The  present  deacons  are:  Ernest  Highsmith,  James  Moore, 
Clarence  Highsmith,  Octavious  Spruill  and  Joe  Rodgers. 

The  list  of  ministers  serving  the  church  include:  Cary  Rhodes 
Arthur  Watts,  Raleigh  Keys,  David  Wallace  and  Richard  Brown.  The 
Rev.  Allen  Brooks  is  the  present  minister. 

The  church  has  about  200  on  its  membership  roll. 

Information  gained  from  Deacon  James  Moore. 

New  Hope  Primitive  Baptist  Church 

New  Hope  Primitive  Baptist  Church  is  located  on  what  is  commonly 
known  as  Gus'  Lane  in  Cross  Roads  Township.  Little  is  known  about 
the  history  of  the  church,  when  it  was  founded  and  its  organizers.  At 
present  there  are  only  two  members,  and  services  are  not  held 
regularly.  Sometimes  there'll  be  a  service  once  a  month  and  then  it 
might  be  three  months  before  a  worship  service  is  held.  However, 
when  services  are  held  at  New  Hope,  large  crowds  are  in  attendance. 

Elder  LeRoy  Outerbridge  is  the  prssent  pastor. 
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CHAPTER  Vm 


ROBERSONVILLE  TOWNSHIP  CHURCHES 
Zion's  Grove  Christian  Church 
Located  about  two  miles  north  of  Robersonville  on  the  Gold  Point 
road  (903),  Zion's  Grove  Christian  Church  was  organized  in  1872,  when 
H.  D.  Cason  and  Thomas  Roebuck  held  meetings  in  the  vicinity.  It  had 
35  members  when  the  church  was  enrolled  in  the  state  convention  on 
October  12,  1872.  The  only  clerk  at  the  Grove  in  its  eighteen  years  of 
existence  was  Samuel  Reason.   Among  the  early  members  were: 
James  Williams,  J.  B.  Manning,  J.  B.  Whitfield,  G.  W.  Wynn,  Wiley 
Manning,  J.  B.  Roberson  and  J.  H.  Glisson.  Later  members  included: 
Betsy  Reason,  Julia  Reason,  Sarah  A.  Reason  Manning,  Polly  Reason, 
Polly  Wynn,  Joe  Guilford,  Winnie  Guilford,  Bettey  Guilford  Croom  and 
Lydia  Matthews. 

Zion's  Grove  continued  until  1890,  when  just  about  all  its  members 
had  transferred  to  Robersonville  or  Lebanon,  now  Hassell  church, 
because  of  the  proximity  of  Robersonville  and  Hassell,  which  were  fast 
becoming  the  educational,  religious  and  business  centers. 

First  Christian,  Robersonville 

Growing  out  of  Zion's  Grove  (1872-1889),  Robersonville 's  First 
Christian  Church  was  organized  in  July,  1876,  when  Josephus  Latham 
and  Stanley  Ayers  evangelized  in  the  town,  resulting  in  28  baptisms. 
Within  a  year,  the  membership  was  boosted  to  43,  and  the  church  was 
enrolled  by  the  North  Carolina  Christian  Missionary  Society  on  Oc- 
tober 13,  1877.  The  membership  roll  was  greatly  increased  when  37 
members  at  Zion's  Grove  transferred  fellowship  to  the  new  Rober- 
sonville church. 

During  its  formative  years,  Robersonville  Christian  sent  the 
following  delegates  to  state  conventions:  J.  B.  Roberson,  H.  D. 
Roberson,  J.  A.  B.  Cooper,  J.  H.  Manning,  J.  H.  Grimes,  S.  D.  Barnhill, 
W.  W.  Andrews,  J.  L.  Peel,  J.  R.  Winfield,  J.  R.  Whitfield.  The  earliest 
clerks  were:  W.  T.  Outterbridge  (1877),  and  W.  W.  Andrews  (1887). 

Organized  in  1890,  the  Sunday  school  enrolled  24  members,  including 
four  teachers,  with  W.  W.  Andrews  superintendent.  The  Christian 
Women's  Benevolent  Missions  Auxiliary  was  organized  in  1911,  with 
nine  members. 

Soon  after  it  was  organized,  the  church  erected  a  frame  building  and 
it  was  used  for  the  first  time  in  August,  1877.  It  served  the 
congregation  for  at  least  36  years,  the  conregation  starting  the  present 
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brick  structure  in  1913.  The  new  building  was  dedicated  on  October  19, 
1919,  while  J.  M.  Perry  was  pastor.  A  two-story  parsonage  was  pur- 
chased about  that  time.  When  a  $5,000  note  was  paid  in  April,  1916,  the 
pastor  said:  "The  spiritual  condition  of  the  church  here  has  been  at  a 
low  ebb;  it  will  rise  now  with  a  newness  of  life."  In  time,  the  church 
made  many  improvements,  purchased  a  pipe  organ  and  added  Sunday 
school  equipment.  The  church  took  another  major  expansion  step  on 
May  27, 1954,  when  C.  Abram  Roberson,  chairman  of  the  board,  turned 
the  first  dirt  for  a  $100,000  educational  building.  The  Sunday  school 
moved  into  the  new  building  on  January  29,  1956;  the  church  roll 
carried  301  members  at  the  time.  A  new  modernistic  brick  parsonage 
was  completed  in  1961. 

The  Ladies'  Aid  Society  was  organized  in  1912,  and  it  contributed 
greatly  to  the  church  development.  Organized  on  March  9,  1949,  the 
Christian  Men's  Fellowship,  with  106  members,  did  a  commendable 
work  in  advancing  the  growth  of  the  church.  When  the  Ladies'  Aid 
Society  was  organized  in  1912,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Hargrove  served  as 
president,  Mrs.  Lennie  Smith  as  vice  president,  and  Mrs.  Lennie  Smith 
s  treasurer.  When  the  W.  C.  M.  S.  (now  C.  W.  F.),  was  organized  in 
1917  Mrs.  Betty  Gray  was  chosen  president,  and  Mrs.  Hat  tie  Roberson, 
treasurer. 

C.  C.  Ware,  in  his  "Albemarle  Annals,"  says:  "For  decades 
stabilized  growth  was  not  evident  in  the  Robersonville  church.  As  late 
as  1911  it  reported  but  43  members,  the  same  it  had  at  the  beginning  35 
years  before." 

An  evangelist,  J.  J.  Taylor  of  South  Elkhorn,  Ky.,  held  meetings 
aggregating  almost  15  weeks,  adding  93  members.  That  was  in  1912- 
1913,  and  the  church  was  steered  into  a  remarkable  growth.  The 
period  about  1905  was  also  one  of  limited  activities  for  the  church.  Asa 
J.  Manning  conducted  a  meeting  in  May,  that  year,  and  the  church  was 
reorganized.  Only  five  members  of  the  church  lived  in  Robersonville 
at  the  time,  but  a  sixth  one  was  added  when  H.  H.  Moore  of  Greenville 
held  a  meeting  in  April,  1905. 

William  F.  Taylor,  a  native  son,  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  on 
September  23,  1956.  Frankie  Herring  was  called  as  youth  director, 
followed  by  Ted  Hubert  in  1957. 

Following  Josephus  Latham  and  Stanley  Ayers,  the  following 
ministers  have  served  the  church:  Gideon  Allen  (1881),  J.  R.  Winfield 
(1882),  Henry  Winfield  (1883,  1889),  S.  W.  Sumrell  (1897-1898),  P.  S. 
Swain  (1899),  Hayes  Farish  (1911),  Warren  A.  Davis  (1912-1913),  C.  F. 
Outlaw  (1914),  W.  C.  Wade  (1915),  J.  M.  Perry  (1916-1923  and  1932- 
1952),  W.  O.  Winfield  (1899,  1901),  M.  S.  Spear  (1900),  J.  R.  Tingle 
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(1902),  A.  J.  Manning  (1905-1908),  C.  W.  Howard  (1909,  1910),  J.  C. 
Ulmer  (1924),  0.  E.  Fox  (1925, 1926),  R.  L.  Harrell  (1927),  C.  B.  Mash- 
burn  (1928-1931),  W.  T.  Wallace  (1952-1961),  Cecil  Brown  (1962-1966), 
John  Browning  (1967-1969),  Don  Weaver  (1970  to  present). 

Currently  serving  the  church  are:  David  Grimes,  Sr.,  C.  D.  Taylor 
and  Gilbert  Smith,  trustees;  Billy  Green,  Phil  Bullock,  Gaston  An- 
drews, Ben  Wilson,  E.  B.  Whichard  and  Eugene  Roberson,  Sr.,  elders; 
Nolan  Respess,  Don  Fowler,  John  L.  House,  Eugene  Roberson,  Jr., 
Steve  Taylor,  George  (Pete)  Johnson,  David  Grimes,  Jr.,  Ed  Grimes, 
Jimmy  Rogers,  Charlie  Gurganus,  Stat  on  Williams,  Wayne  Clark,  Leo 
Everette,  Stephen  James,  J.  W.  Taylor,  Jack  Sharp,  James  O.  Warren 
and  Vernon  Phelps,  deacons;  Mrs.  Vance  L.  Roberson,  Mrs.  W.  P. 
Harris,  Sr.,  Mrs.  C.  D.  Taylor,  Mrs.  Jack  Sharp,  Mrs.  Ferrel  (Joyce) 
Smith  and  Mrs.  Carl  Jenkins,  deaconesses;  Leon  Wilson,  Tim 
Roberson,  Geoge  Grimes,  Harvey  Whchard,  Robin  Fowler  and  Reid 
Bullock,  Jr.,  junior  deacons. 

J.  M.  Perry,  faithfully  serving  the  pastorate  for  29  years,  died  on 
May  20,  1952.  All  business  houses  in  the  town  closed  during  the 
funeral— "a  mark  of  appreciation  for  one  who  had  so  long  been  a 
friend,  a  comrade  or  a  spiritual  guide  to  his  townsmen." 

The  last  charter  member  of  the  church,  Betty  Guilford  Croom,  82, 
died  on  November  26, 1942.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Winnie 
Guilford,  4 'towers  of  strength"  in  the  early  church. 

In  the  town's  pioneer  cemetery  plot  at  the  rear  of  the  church  are 
the  graves  of  early  members  James  H.  Grimes  (1845-1914)  and  his 
wife,  Susan  C.  Grimes  (1852-1899) ;  H.  D.  Roberson  (1824-1884)  and  his 
wife,  Martha  Roberson  (1842-1877). 

For  his  long  tenure  of  devoted  sevice  to  the  church  as  custodian, 
Leamon  Ward  was  honored  on  March  1,  1959.  He  had  served  20  years 
in  the  position. 

Robersonville  Methodist  Church 

The  Robersonville  Methodist  Church  was  organized  following  an 
evangelistic  meeting  held  in  the  Stonewall  Masonic  Lodge  building. 
The  organization  of  the  church  was  effected  on  the  fourth  Sunday 
evening  in  August,  1886,  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Betty  Roberson.  Those 
present  at  the  meeting  were:  Seth  Tripp  and  wife,  Lyda  Cox,  J.  W. 
Simpson,  Mrs.  Roberson  and  her  two  daughters,  Florence  Piver  and 
Kate  Tripp. 

Holding  the  first  Methodist  worship  service  in  Robersonville,  the 
Rev.  T.  J.  Gattis  came  to  the  town  from  Tarboro,  conducted  a  meeting 
in  the  summer  of  1886  and  helped  with  the  church  organization.  He  was 
chosen  first  pastor. 
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In  1887  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gattis  and  the  Rev.  J.  0.  Guthrie  held  a  revival 
in  Robersonville  and  D.  B.  Parker,  Seth  Tripp,  Ben  Tripp,  George 
Joyner,  Graham  Guilford  and  Charles  Guilford  joined  the  church.  The 
congregation  was  further  strengthened  a  short  time  later  when  the 
Crooms  transferred  their  membership  from  Goldsboro. 

After  holding  services  since  its  founding  in  1886  in  the  Masonic 
Lodge  hall,  the  membership  built  a  one-room  house  of  worship  in  1892 
on  the  lot  where  the  parsonage  now  stands.  The  logs  were  given, 
hauled  to  Parmele,  sawed  into  lumber  and  hauled  back  to  Rober- 
sonville. Graham  Guilford  donated  the  land  and  the  parsonage  was 
built  in  1907  on  Broad  Street.  In  1930  the  first  parsonage  was  sold  and 
another  was  erected  on  the  site  of  the  first  church. 

M.  W.  Roberson  donated  in  1903  the  corner  lot  on  which  the  present 
church  was  built  soon  thereafter.  The  educational  unit  was  built  in 
1928.  During  1955  the  interior  of  the  church  was  renovated,  and  later 
the  front  of  the  church  was  remodeled. 

The  church,  now  with  a  membership  of  about  160,  has  sent  out  one 
minister,  Phillip  Wayne  Keel,  who  was  graduated  from  Duke  Divinity 
School  and  is  now  in  his  first  ministry  at  Wilton,  Granville  County. 

The  following  ministers  have  served  the  church  since  its 
organization:  T.  J.  Gattis  (1886-1887),  A.  R.  Raven  (1888),  E.  L.  Pell 
(1889),  R.  T.  Taylor  (1890),  T.  J.  Darley  (1891),  J.  R.  Jones  (1892),  G. 
G.  Harley  (1893),  W.  A.  Forbes  (1894),  S.  A.  Cotton  (1895-1899),  J.  M. 
Ferrell  (1899),  R.  R.  Grant  (1900-1903),  W.  R.  Humble  (1903),  J.  R. 
Rumley  (1904),  B.  B.  Holder  (1905-1906),  T.  H.  Bain  (1907),  H.  L.  Read 
(1908),  J.  C.  Reynolds  (1909),  J.  W.  Autry  (1910-1911),  D.  A.  Futrell 
(1912-1913),  H.  E.  Tripp  (1914-1918),  W.  E.  Trotman  (1918-1919),  E.  W 
Glass  (1920),  C.  M.  Pegram  (1921-1924),  D.  A.  Watkins  (1924),  F.  F. 
Eure  (1925-1926),  H.  M.  Jackson  (1927),  I.  S.  Richmond  (1928),  L.  C. 
Brothers  (1929-1930),  A.  E.  Brown  (1931-1934),  W.  R.  Hardesty  (1934- 
1935),  R.  N.  Fitts  (1936-1939),  D.  C.  Boone  (1939-1943),  T.  H.  House 
(1943-1946),  S.  G.  Boone  (1946-1949),  J.  H.  Worthington  (1949-1950),  W. 
R.  Johnson  (1951-1952),  J.  B.  Hurley  (1953-1956),  N.  B.  Hill  (1956-1961), 
John  Pearsall  (1961-1962),  Don  Lee  Harris  (1963-1967),  A.  L.  Reynolds 
(1967-1970,  D.  R.  McKay  (1970-1971),  and  Jerry  Smith  (1972  to  present). 

The  church  is  now  a  part  of  United  Methodist  Conference, 
Washington  District. 

Presently,  J.  Bernard  Jenkins  is  serving  as  chairman  of  the  ad- 
ministrative board,  Mrs.  Robert  Adkins  as  chairman  of  council  of 
ministries,  and  S.  C.  McArthur  as  chairman  of  trustees. 

Other  members  of  the  board  include:  Mrs.  Phyllis  Bailey,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Russell  Bland,  Mrs.  Melvin  Bunting,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coy  Carson, 
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Mrs.  Hilton  Carson,  William  Cratt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Douglas  Damren, 
Mrs.  M.  C.  House,  John  D.  Jenkins,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Jenkins,  William 
Jenkins,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  P.  Keel,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  C.  McArthur,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  George  McRorie,  Jonny  Nelson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vernon  Page, 
Richard  Parker,  Mrs.  Paul  Roberson,  Mrs.  C.  T.  Smith,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lenward  Thomas,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  E.  Tripp,  Jr.,  Kathy  Whitaker,  J. 
N.  Worsley ,  Mrs.  Hassell  Worsley  and  Mrs.  Mack  Wynn. 

Robersonville  Methodist  history  is  based  on  information  gained 
mainly  from  Mrs.  Robert  Adkins. 

Parmele  Methodist  Church,  South 

The  Parmele  Methodist  Church,  South,  was  organized  about  1893, 
the  year  the  town  of  Parmele  was  chartered.  The  early  records  of  the 
church  were  destroyed  when  a  tornado  demolished  the  building  in  1924. 
However,  Mrs.  Beatrice  James  Edmondson  recalls  some  scanty  facts 
about  the  early  church. 

It  is  said  the  congregation  used  the  Presbyterian  church  for  worship 
over  a  period  of  several  years  of  until  the  latter  part  of  1897.  The  first 
official  information  about  the  Parmele  Methodist  Church,  South,  is 
found  in  a  deed  made  by  David  S.  Powell  and  wife,  Ella,  to  Mc.  G. 
Whitehurst,  William  Powell  and  James  Y.  Bryant,  trustees  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Parmele.  The  description  of  the  land 
conveyed  in  the  December  11, 1897,  deed  was:  Beginning  one  hundred 
and  five  yards  from  Second  Street,  running  back  south  6V2  degrees 
thirty-five  yards  to  Third  Street,  thence  along  Third  Street  seventy 
yards  to  the  right  of  way  of  the  A.  C.  L.  Railroad,  thence  thirty-five 
yards  to  the  beginning.  A  house  of  worship  was  erected. 

Following  the  1924  storm  destruction,  the  congregation  worshiped 
for  an  indefinite  period  in  the  school  building.  L.  Bruce  Wynne, 
teacher  in  the  Parmele  school  in  1930,  says  the  Parmele  Methodist 
Church  members  were  worshiping  in  the  Parmele  Methodist  Church, 
North,  at  that  time. 

The  Rev.  Daniel  Boone,  serving  the  Southern  church  during  separate 
terms  and  until  he  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cyr  in  May,  1974, 
says  he  was  assigned  to  the  Robersonville  charge,  including  the 
Southern  Methodist  Church  in  Parmele,  in  1939.  At  that  time  the 
Southern  Methodist  Church  members  worshiped  in  the  Northern 
Methodist  Church  building  on  alternate  Sundays.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Boone 
further  stated  that  in  1940  the  two  churches  united,  and  that  the 
division,  reportedly  caused  by  the  slavery  issue,  was  ended.  Mr. 
Boone  was  reassigned  to  the  Parmele  church  in  1968  and  recently 
ended  his  sixth  year  tenure  before  going  to  Bath. 
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Mr.  Claude  Jenkins,  late  of  Williamston  and  who  was  born  near 
Parmele  in  1892,  recalled  shortly  before  his  death  the  names  of  some  of 
the  early  pastors,  including  the  Revs.  Calahan,  Worthington,  L.  A. 
Watts,  Bill  Moore,  James  Curtis,  Arnold  Pope,  Martin  Luther 
Bridgers,  Thomas  House,  Sidney  Boone.  Mr.  Jenkins  also  recalled 
that  in  1907  two  evangelists,  Jackson  and  Sellers,  held  an  evangelistic 
meeting  in  the  church  and  quite  a  few  members  were  added  to  the  roll. 

At  the  present  time  the  church  has  thirty-five  members,  worshiping 
twice  each  month. 

Officials  serving  the  church  at  the  present  include:  Earl  Fleming, 
chairman;  Mrs.  Earl  Fleming,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hiram  Ford,  Quincey 
James,  Guy  Rawls,  Dallas  Matthews,  Carlton  James,  Mrs.  Catherine 
James,  Mrs.  Dallas  Matthews  and  Miss  Peggy  James  who  represents 
the  youth  on  the  board  of  stewards. 

The  original  site  of  the  Parmele  Southern  Methodist  Church  was  sold 
to  the  Olive  Branch  Missionary  Baptist  Church  in  1927,  but  the  deed 
was  not  put  on  record  at  that  time.  On  February  15,  1950,  a  new  deed 
was  issued,  transferring  title  of  the  property  to  A.  B.  Wynne  and 
George  Gainer,  trustees  of  the  Olive  Branch  Missionary  Baptist 
Church. 

Gold  Point  Christian  Church 

The  early  histories  of  the  Christian  churches  at  Gold  Point  and 
Hassell  are  closely  interwoven  with  the  activities  of  a  church  first 
known  as  Lebanon  in  Hassell.  The  first  services  were  held  in  the 
"Saulsberry"  schoolhouse,  and  the  church  was  probably  known  or 
referred  to  by  that  name.  Evangelist  R.  W.  Stancill  conducted  a 
meeting  in  Salsbury  schoolhouse  in  August,  1877.  He  was  followed  by 
J.  L.  Burns,  who  organized  Lebanon  in  December,  1877. 

Gold  Point  Christian,  growing  out  of  Lebanon,  was  organized  in  1893, 
but  retained  the  name  of  Lebanon  until  1911,  when  it  was  changed  to 
Gold  Point. 

The  organization  of  a  mission  by  Thomas  Green  in  1893  actually 
marked  the  beginning  of  Gold  Point  Christian  Church.  Services  were 
conducted  in  the  schoolhouse  from  the  founding  of  the  mission  until 
May  19, 1901.  The  last  surviving  members  of  the  initial  worship  group 
were  Thomas  Lawrence  Johnson  and  Bessie  Williams. 

H.  Brown,  a  layman  living  in  Oak  City  at  the  time,  announced  on 
December  14, 1900,  that  a  lot  had  been  purchased  and  paid  for  in  Gold 
Point  and  construction  work  on  a  28x40  house  of  worship  would  be 
started  immediately. 

Preaching  the  first  sermon  on  the  appointed  day,  Pastor  C.  E.  Lee 
said  on  June  28,  1901: 
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"The  congregation  at  Lebanon  sold  their  old  house  of  worship  a  few 
months  ago  and  have  by  their  own  efforts  and  the  assistance  of  others 
built  a  neat  and  beautiful  church  at  Gold  Point.  The  contract  to  build 
was  let  to  Bro.  State  Williams.  It  cost  more  to  build  than  was  an- 
ticipated, but  the  church  and  community  will  see  that  the  contractor  is 
properly  remunerated.  As  a  whole,  I  have  never  met  with  any  better 
people  than  are  to  be  found  in  the  little  town  of  Gold  Point. ' ' 

Chas  C.  Ware,  in  his  "Albemarle  Annals,"  reported:  "In  the 
summer  of  1953  during  the  resurgence  of  youth  activities  there,  two 
classes  in  the  Gold  Point  church  school  launched  a  fund-raising 
campaign  for  increased  classroom  facilities.  Two  years  later  con- 
struction was  'well  underway.'  Henry  Johnson  'donated  enough 
hardwood  flooring  to  cover  all  of  the  upstairs  rooms.'  It  was  reported: 
The  membership  has  increased  greatly.'  The  projected  educational 
unit  was  'completed  on  the  outside'  by  April,  1955.  Harold  F.  Brown 
resided  there  and  gave  them  'half-time'  ministry.  The  church  school 
enrolled  12,  with  an  average  attendance  of  99.  A  new  heating  system 
was  installed.  Nina  Johnson  'completed  and  furnished  their  young 
people's  classroom';  also  she  and  Daisy,  another  daughter  of  Thomas 
Lawrence  Johnson  and  wife,  Louise  Taylor  Johnson,  completed  and 
gave  the  furnishings  of  their  new  dining  hall. 

"The  educational  unit  was  completed  in  May,  1957.  L.  A.  Croom  in 
1959  led  the  project  for  a  complete  renovation  of  the  sanctuary. 

"A  church  school  was  organized  in  1893,  enrolling  20  members,  of 
whom  three  were  teachers,  and  H.  Brown,  superintendent." 

The  roll  of  ministers  at  Lebanon-Gold  Point :  Gideon  Allen  ( 1881 ) ,  J. 
R.  Winfield  (1882),  Henry  Winfield  (1883),  J.  L.  Burns  (1884),  M.  T. 
Moye  (1888-1889),  C.  E.  Lee  (1901-1906),  Thomas  Green  (1893,  1896, 1900 
and  1907-1910),  S.  W.  Summrell  (1894,  1895  and  1911-1914),  J.  R.  Lee 
(1915-1918),  J.  M.  Perry  (1919-1921),  J.  H.  Williams  (1922),  H.  T.  Bowen 
(1923),  R.  A.  Phillips  (1924-1925),  A.  E.  Purvis  (1926-1951),  Glenn 
Brigman  (1952-1953),  Darrell  Huffman  (1954),  H.  F.  Brown  (1955- 
1958),  Gus Constantine  (1959-1960),  W.  E.  Tucker  (1961-1963),  Dr.  W.  O. 
Paulsell  (1964-1966),  Robert  Young  (1967),  David  Jarman  (1968), 
Robert  Thompson  (1969),  Lee  Parker  (1970-1971),  John  L.  Goff  (1972  to 
present) . 

Ralph  Keel  is  chairman  of  the  board;  Alice  Briley,  secretary;  Daisy 
Johnson,  clerk.  Other  present  officers  of  the  church  include:  H.  F. 
Brown,  John  Hyman  Ross,  Ralph  Keel  and  Howard  Vanderford, 
trustees;  Ralph  Keel,  L.  A.  Croom,  Charles  Forbes  and  Harold  F. 
Brown,  elders;  Ray  Keel,  Willis  G.  Vanderford,  Roy  Edmondson, 
Howard  Vanderford,  Elbridge  Williams,  Bill  Vanderford,  Janie 
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Roberson,  Hilda  Everett  and  Emma  Jean  Ross,  deacons  and 
deaconesses. 

Parmele  Presbyterian  Church 

Believed  to  have  been  organized  in  the  1890s,  Presbyterians  in 
Parmele  planned  to  start  building  a  church  there  on  June  1,  1894. 
History  of  the  Presbyterians  there  at  the  time  is  scanty,  but  it  is  fairly 
apparent  that  the  location  of  the  Parmele-Eccleston  Lumber  Company 
there  about  the  time  brought  in  followers  of  the  faith  and  they  were 
instrumental  in  perfecting  the  organization.  A  church  was  built,  but 
when  the  membership  dwindled  in  the  1900's,  the  house  of  worship  was 
said  to  have  been  sold. 

The  only  reference  to  the  early  church  is  found  in  "King's  Weekly," 
published  in  Greenville.  The  issue  of  April  29, 1898,  has  the  following: 
"The  Rev.  C.  M.  Levis ter  preached  a  memorial  sermon  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Parmele,  it  being  set  apart  as  Memorial  Day 
in  honor  of  Francis  E.  Willard  and  Neal  Dow.  It  was  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union." 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Johnson  of  Tarboro  was  pastor  of  the  Parmele  church 
in  July,  1901.  He  officiated  at  the  marriage  of  Emma  Johnson  to 
Thomas  H.  Latham  in  the  Parmele  Presbyterian  Chuch  on  August  20, 
1901. 

As  far  as  it  can  be  learned  the  Parmele  Presbyterians  were  the  first 
of  their  faith  to  organize  in  this  county.  Little  can  be  learned  about  the 
Parmele  church  after  1901  un,til  in  September,  1920,  when  the  Rev.  J.  T. 
Wildman,  a  devoted  and  diligent  minister,  began  his  pastorate  there 
under  the  auspices  of  the  home  mission  committee  of  Albemarle 
Presbytery.  In  August,  1921,  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Crane  held  a  meeting  in  the 
school  building,  and  although  much  good  was  accomplished  by  Crane 
and  by  Pastor  Wildman,  the  mission  was  abandoned  in  the  early  1930s. 
During  the  meantime,  Crane,  Wildman  and  others  were  helpful  in 
founding  a  Presbyterian  church  in  Williamston  in  1928. 

The  only  available  church  activity  report  is  found  in  the  Rev.  J.  T. 
Wildman's  minutes  on  the  second  Presbyterian  church  in  Parmele. 
The  report  follows: 

"The  commission  to  organize  a  church  in  Martin  County  met  in 
Parmele  on  the  night  of  September  1, 1921.  All  were  present  excpet  the 
Rev.  R.  A.  Lapsley.  The  Rev.  A.  J.  Crane  presided  and  preached,  and 
the  Church  of  Parmele  was  duly  organized  with  thirteen  members. 
The  charter  members:  J.  H.  Roebuck  and  wife,  Mrs.  L.  C.  Hatchell, 
Mrs.  C.  V.  Carson,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Matthews,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Matthews,  Mrs.  J. 
E.  Wildman,  and  C.  F.,  A.  C,  John  H.,  Carl  V.,  Paul  C,  and  Josephine 
Wildman. 
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"J.  H.  Roebuck  was  elected  elder,  but  he  desired  more  time  to  study 
the  Presbyterian  standards  before  ordination  and  installation." 

In  the  summer  of  1923  the  Home  Mission  Committee  bought  a  manse 
and  a  one-acre  site,  and  a  paper  (tar)  tabernacle  was  erected.  On 
March  1, 1924,  the  Rev.  William  Black  began  a  meeting.  On  March  9, 
1924,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Black  presided  and  received  into  the  church  on 
profession  of  faith  Elmer  Strickland,  Marshall  Strickland,  Juanita 
Bullock,  Stella  Roebuck  and  Raymond  Wildman. 

Much  of  the  information  about  the  second  Parmele  Presbyterian 
church  was  found  in  the  church  minutes,  prepared  by  the  Rev.  J.  T. 
Wildman,  pastor.  The  minutes  are  now  in  the  possession  of  Mrs. 
Beatrice  Edmondson,  of  Hassell. 

First  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Robersonville 

Organized  on  September  26,  1902,  the  First  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  of  Robersonville  elected  its  first  pastor,  the  Rev.  James  W. 
Rose,  A.  R.  Dunning,  clerk,  and  Spier  Cochran,  deacon.  The  charter 
members  were:  J.  D.  Everett,  Spier  Cohran  and  wife,  H.  C.  Norman, 
C.  W.  Keel,  Susan  Keel  and  Bertie  Brown.  None  of  the  charter 
members  is  now  living. 

On  March  19,  1907,  the  membership  had  increased  to  twenty-eight, 
and  J.  D.  Everett  and  H.  C.  Norman  were  elected  deacons.  A  building 
program  was  planned  and  a  frame  house  of  worship  was  erected  on  the 
corner  of  Railroad  and  Outterbridge  streets.  The  structure  was  used 
until  1932.  When  the  Rev.  E.  C.  Shoe  began  his  pastorate  in  1932,  a  new 
and  larger  house  of  worship  was  immediately  planned.  The  old 
building  was  dismantled  and  moved  away  to  make  room  for  a  modern 
and  adequate  structure  on  the  same  site.  The  new  building  housed,  in 
addition  to  a  sizable  sanctuary,  Sunday  school  rooms,  library  and 
office. 

In  1951  a  new  parsonage  was  constructed  and  the  old  parsonage  was 
made  into  additional  Sunday  school  and  auxiliary  rooms.  The  church 
was  completely  remodeled  and  brick  veneered  along  with  other  im- 
provements and  the  installation  of  sixty  memorial  windows  in  1955. 

From  its  humble  beginning  in  1902,  the  church  now  has  650  members 
on  its  roll,  about  300  of  the  number  affiliating  with  the  church  between 
1955  and  1961.  As  a  result  of  the  marked  membership  growth,  the 
church  rapidly  expanded  its  related  activities,  including  the  women's 
and  youth  organizations. 

Some  of  those  who  ably  served  the  church  in  later  years  were: 
Robert  Adkins  who  served  for  many  years  until  his  death  as  Sunday 
school  superintendent;  Selma  Meadows  and  Mrs.  Mayo  Little, 
organist  and  choir  director  for  a  long  time. 
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Ministers  serving  the  church  from  its  founding  in  1902  until  the 
present  include:  J.  W.  Rose  (1902-1903),  J.  K.  Howell,  A.  G.  Wilcox  and 
George  Merrell,  supply  ministers  during  the  period  1904-1905;  J.  T. 
Eubanks  (1906),  W.  G.  Hall  (1907  and  1924),  E.  C.  Andrews  (1908-1910), 
W.  H.  Shephard  (1911-1912),  J.  F.  Davis  (1913),  J.  L.  Rogers  (1914- 
1916),  L.  S.  Thompson  and  R.  S.  Fountain  (1917),  O.  M.  Marshall 
(1918),  W.  0.  Briggs  (1919-1921),  S.  W.  Oldham  (1922-1923),  E.  W. 
Mason  (1925-1927),  N.  D.  Blackman  (1928-1929),  G.  Taylor  (1930-1931), 
E.  C.  Shoe  (1932-1941),  W.  0.  Andrews  (1942-1943),  E.  C.  Wilkie  (1944- 
1945),  J.  R.  Everett  (1946-1947),  Ralph  E.  Ferguson  (1948-1959), 
Tommy  J.  Payne  (1959-1964),  and  James  0.  Hagwood  (1964  to 
present) . 

S.  T.  Everett  is  currently  serving  the  church  as  clerk,  Tom  Tisdale 
as  board  chairman,  and  Russell  Williams  as  treasurer. 

Heading  the  church's  deacon  list  is  S.  T.  Everett,  who  holds  a  per- 
manent spot.  Other  deacons  currently  serving  the  church  are:  Oscar 
Burch,  Ellis  Chesson,  Ed  Powell,  Jack  James,  James  Whitley,  Tom 
Tisdale,  Guy  Forbes,  Jim  Roebuck,  Russell  Oakley,  Gordon  Roberson, 
B.  W.  Parker,  L.  L.  Everett,  Donnie  Hardison,  Garland  Hardison,  Sam 
Jenkins,  J.  L.  Williams,  Russell  Williams  and  Tommy  Ward. 

Parmele  Northern  Methodist  Church 
Parmele  had  two  Methodist  churches— Northern  Methodist,  and 
Methodist  Episcopal,  South— at  the  same  time  over  a  period  of 
possibly  more  than  a  quarter  century.  Information  about  both 
churches  is  scanty  and  confusing.  In  some  instances  the  identity  of  the 
church  is  not  certain,  making  it  difficult  or  almost  impossible  to  say 
whether  the  Northern  Methodist  Church  or  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  is  referred  to  in  the  limited  records. 

It  is  known  that  there  was  a  Northern  Methodist  Church  in  Parmele 
for  about  thirty  years.  However,  the  only  official  information  about 
the  church  is  found  in  the  office  of  the  Martin  County  register  of  deeds, 
and  even  that  is  a  bit  confusing. 

On  April  11, 1910,  an  instrument  was  recorded,  showing  where  S.  C. 
Whitehurst,  H.  P.  Bryant,  G.  G.  Whitehurst,  J.  R.  Carson  and  B.  W. 
James,  trustees  of  the  Northern  Methodist  Church  at  Parmele,  and  W. 
W.  Harper  and  Helen  Harper  entered  into  an  agreement,  certifying 
that  the  boundaries  of  the  parcel  of  land  now  owned  and  being  used  by 
the  Northern  Methodist  Church,  Parmele,  adjoining  the  lands  Helen 
and  W.  W.  Harper  and  others,  shall  be  located  and  designated  in  ac- 
cordance with  deeds  and  callings  of  the  deeds  now  owned  and  now  held 
by  Helen  and  W.  W.  Harper. 
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It  is  apparent  from  the  agreement  that  the  Northern  Methodists 
formed  a  ehurch  prior  to  April  11,  1910. 

The  presence  of  the  church  is  made  more  confusing  by  an  instrument 
recorded  in  the  Martin  County  registry  on  August  3, 1911.  On  that  date 
Helen  Harper  and  her  husband,  W.  W.  Harper,  deeded  one-half  acre  of 
land  on  the  east  side  of  the  Kinston-Weldon  railroad  to  S.  C. 
Whitehurst,  H.  P.  Bryant,  B.  W.  James,  trustees  of  the  Northern 
Methodist  Church  of  Parmele.  Apparently,  the  parties  entered  into  an 
agreement  in  April,  1910,  and  the  land  was  not  deeded  until  August, 
1911. 

The  only  known  minister  to  have  served  the  Northern  church  was 
Dr.  Maynard  Fletcher,  who  came  to  this  section  of  the  State  as 
president  of  the  old  Washington  Collegiate  Institute  and  later  served  as 
administrator  of  the  old  Washington  Hospital.  It  is  not  certain  he  was 
one  of  the  leaders  in  the  founding  of  the  church,  but  he  was  active  in  its 
services  over  a  period  of  years.  Since  they  sold  the  lane  to  the  church, 
W.  W.  Harper  and  his  wife,  Helen,  could  have  had  a  part  in  starting  the 
church  and  its  activities. 

The  old  Parmele  Northern  Methodist  Church  went  out  of  existence  in 
1940  when  it  united  with  the  Parmele  Methodist  Church,  South,  ac- 
cording to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Boone. 

Robersonville  Primitive  Baptist 
Organized  on  January  15,  1910,  the  Robersonville  Primitive  Baptist 
Church  immediately  advanced  plans  for  building  a  house  of  worship. 
W.  E.  Roberson  and  wife  Mary  Roberson,  deeded  to  "the  Primitive  or 
Old  School"  Baptists  one-half  acre  land  on  Outterbridge  Street  in 
Robersonville. 

The  church  was  organized  by  Elders  Sylvester  Hassell  and  M.  T. 
Lawrence  and  Deacons  S.  W.  Outterbridge,  Alexander  Rawls  and 
others.  Chosen  first  pastor,  Elder  M.  T.  Lawrence  served  the  church 
until  his  death  in  1913.  Elder  B.  S.  Cowin  succeeded  Lawrence,  and  he 
held  the  position  until  his  death  on  May  8,  1950.  Succeeding  Cowin, 
Elder  E.  C.  Stevenson  served  the  church  until  his  death. 

The  church  held  services  twice  each  month  for  a  number  of  years, 
but  the  worship  schedule  is  now  limited  to  one  service  each  month. 
Elder  Ira  S.  Conner  of  Chesapeake,  Va.,  is  currently  serving  as  pastor 
of  the  church. 

The  early  officers  were  J.  C.  Robertson,  clerk- treasurer,  and  D.  F. 
Roberson,  deacon.  The  membership  of  the  church  was  boosted  when 
D.  F.  Roberson,  J.  C.  Andrews,  J.  C.  Robertson,  J.  L.  Robertson,  M.  P. 
Smith,  S.  L.  Andrews,  Ella  V.  Everett,  Allie  Andrews,  Bettie  Smith, 
Julia  F.  Robertson,  Mary  C.  Roberson,  Ada  C.  Robertson  and  Harriett 
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E.  Whitfield  came  into  the  newly  organized  church  by  letter  from  Flat 
Swamp  along  with  Martha  A.  Gurganus  from  Briery  Swamp. 

Information  furnished  by  Attorney  Paul  D.  Roberson  and  gained 
from  "Cultural  Life  of  Roberson ville,"  edited  by  the  late  Mrs.  Vernon 
Ward. 

Parmele  Holiness  Church 

Parmele  Holiness  Church  was  established  prior  to  1912,  but  no 
records  of  the  church  relating  to  the  organization  and  other  details  are 
available  now.  In  1912  the  conference  was  organized  and  complete 
records  have  been  maintained  since  that  time.  The  first  records  show 
the  church  had  75  members,  that  they  paid  the  minister  $200,  and  that 
the  amount  exceeded  any  other  minister's  salary  in  the  conference. 
The  church  was  also  the  largest  in  the  conference. 

A  decline  was  experienced,  and  25  members  joined  with  the  James' 
Grove  Baptist  Church  in  1923  to  purchase  the  old  Baptist  church 
property  in  Bethel,  beginning  services  there  together  in  1925. 

Ministers  who  served  the  church  when  it  was  in  Parmele  include :  A. 
H.  Butler  (1912  and  1914-1915),  C.  B.  Strickland  (1913),  P.  F.  Robinson 
(1916-1917),  J.  D.  Rollins  (1918, 1922),  C.  W.  Bass  (1919),  J.  A.  Wallace 
(1920-1921),  J.  H.  Marshburn  (1923). 

Robersonville  Pentecostal  Holiness  Church 
Largely  as  the  result  of  the  interest  and  efforts  of  Williamston 
Pentecostal  Holiness  Church  and  those  of  Sam  Whichard,  Gladys 
Gurganus  Nelson  and  Thad  White,  the  Robersonville  Pentecostal 
Holiness  Church  was  organized  in  1952.  For  a  short  time  services  were 
held  in  a  tent,  later  moving  to  an  old  store. 

Experiencing  a  rapid  growth  spiritually,  the  church  bought  a  sizable 
lot  on  Robersonville's  Academy  Street,  erected  an  adequate  church 
building  and  parsonage  about  1956. 

The  first  minister  of  the  church  was  Sam  Whichard,  whose  in- 
spiration and  diligent  work  were  largely  responsible  for  the  success  of 
the  church.  When  Whichard  was  sent  to  Harker's  Island  in  1957,  he 
was  succeeded  by  Marvin  Whitfield,  who  served  the  church  for  about 
three  years.  Other  ministers  and  their  tenures  follow:  T.  A.  Watson 
(1960-1961),  G.  A.  Casper  Donovan  (1970  to  present  time.) 

Faith  Baptist  Church 

Starting  as  a  mission  with  seven  charter  members,  Faith  Baptist 
Church,  corner  of  Academy  and  Pecan  streets  in  Robersonville,  was 
organized  on  January  9,  1964.  The  charter  members  were:  Brasco 
Knox,  Sadie  Knox,  Ricky  Knox,  Douglas  Knox,  Paula  Knox,  Chester 
Fussell  and  Betty  Fussell;  and  the  Rev.  Chester  Fussell  of  Greenville 
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was  the  first  pastor.  The  mission  officially  became  a  church  on  Oc- 
tober 21,  1965. 

The  Rev.  Donald  Jones,  of  Greensboro,  succeeded  Fussell  on  Oc- 
tober 22,  1968.  During  recent  years  the  church  has  experienced  a 
marked  growth  in  the  physical  plant  and  its  membership  now  stands  at 
111. 

Officiers  presently  serving  the  church  are:  Brasco  Knox,  Jesse 
Williams,  Sr.,  Donnie  Roberson  and  Mark  Whitehurst,  trustees; 
Herbert  Tripp,  Sunday  school  superintendent;  Myrtle  Harris,  church 
secretary;  Brasco  Knox,  church  treasurer;  Mark  Whitehurst,  George 
Hopewell  and  Brasco  Knox,  deacons. 

Gold  Point  Community  Church  of  Christ 

The  Gold  Point  Community  Church  of  Christ  was  organized  in 
January,  1972.  The  current  trustees  are:  Jimmy  Johnson,  David 
Bland,  J.  D.  Bullock,  and  Charles  Bullock.  The  deacons  are:  James  T. 
Warren,  Eugene  Whitaker,  Jimmy  Carson,  Joseph  Simpson  and 
Maletha  Price.  The  minister  is  Melvin  Rawls. 

Services  are  presently  being  held  in  an  abandoned  store  building  in 
Gold  Point,  but  the  church  has  purchased  a  lot  and  plans  are  being 
made  for  the  erection  of  a  house  of  worship.  Ground  for  the  new 
building  was  broken  in  late  April  or  early  May,  1974,  and  a  sizable 
number  attended  the  ceremony. 

Wilor  Chapel  Missionary  Baptist — Gold  Point 

Wilor  Chapel  Missionary  Baptist  Church  was  founded  at  Gold  Point 
in  1883.  Little  is  known  about  the  organizational  details,  but  unofficial 
records  show  that  the  first  pastor,  the  Rev.  Jesse  Williams,  served  the 
church  until  1929.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  N.  A.  Brown,  who 
pastored  the  church  until  1943.  The  Rev.  C.  E.  Eborn  was  the  pastor  in 
1944,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  V.  A.  White  in  1952,  apparently 
serving  until  1963,  when  the  present  pastor,  the  Rev.  George  Brown, 
was  elected.  In  all,  five  pastors  served  the  church  for  about  91  years 
and  are  believed  to  have  established  one  of  the  best  if  not  the  best 
records  for  tenure  of  any  church  in  the  county. 

On  the  foundation  built  during  the  formative  years  by  the  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Jesse  Williams,  and  the  early  deacons,  Henry  Teel,  Isaac  Ward, 
Ernest  Duggan,  Sam  Briley  and  Annias  Wiggins,  the  church  has 
progressed  and  today  there  are  277  members  on  the  roll.  Services  are 
held  on  first  and  third  Sundays. 

In  1969,  the  church  was  renovated  and  brick  veneered. 

Clency  Carr,  Charlie  Dixon,  Walter  Cross,  Columbus  Cross,  Arthur 
Purvis,  Curtis  Lee,  Samuel  Forrest,  Jesse  Black,  Gregory  Wynne  and 
Gregory  Black  are  currently  serving  the  church  as  deacons. 
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Information  about  WoolarcTs  Chapel  was  gained  from  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  George  Brown. 

Roberson  Baptist  Church — Roberson ville 

Organized  about  1890,  the  Roberson  Baptist  Church  of  Robersonville 
was  located  in  an  old  house  on  the  Robersonville-Gold  Point  Road. 
Some  time  later,  G.  W.  Farrell  and  Willis  Moten  (Morton)  gave  a  site 
on  Cochran  Street  for  a  new  church  building. 

The  Rev.  J.  A.  Cotten  was  one  of  the  early  pastors,  the  church  having 
many  other  able  ministers  to  serve  it  down  through  the  years.  The 
Rev.  E.  G.  Armistead,  minister-educator,  served  the  church  well, 
along  with  Mrs.  S.  L.  Armistead,  Mrs.  L.  B.  Knight,  Mrs.  M.  K.  Lane 
and  others.  Some  of  the  faithful  deacons  serving  the  church  over  the 
years  are:  Beare  Ellis,  Lewis  Willis,  John  Dugger,  Henry  B.  Moore, 
J.  D.  Eason,  Noah  Teele,  R.  H.  Moore,  W.  H.  Knight,  J.  C.  Carney,  M. 
A.  Armistead,  H.  H.  Nelson  and  Joseph  Mordecai. 

The  pastor,  E.  G.  Armistead,  and  Mrs.  S.  L.  Armistead  perfected 
several  organizations  that  have  been  instrumental  in  advancing  the 
growth  of  the  church.  The  church  building  was  wrecked  by  a  1924 
tornado,  and  the  "Do  All  I  Can  Club,"  organized  by  Mrs.  Armistead, 
was  instrumental  in  rebuilding  the  church. 

Olive  Branch  Baptist  Church 

Believed  to  have  been  known  at  first  as  Ridley's  Chapel,  Olive 
Branch  Baptist  Church  dates  back  to  about  1897,  and  the  only  history  of 
the  church  to  be  found  today  is  in  old  county  records. 

On  September  13, 1897,  R.  Whichard  deeded  to  R.  H.  Lawrence,  J.  W. 
Everett  and  Jack  Spell,  trustees  of  the  Ridley's  Chapel  Church,  in  the 
town  of  Parmele,  one  lot  "bounded  on  the  north  and  east  by  the  right- 
of-way  of  the  Washington  bound  railroad,  on  the  south  by  D.  S.  Powell 
and  on  the  west  by  the  Kinston  branch  of  the  railroad. ' ' 

Apparently  Lawrence,  Everett  and  Spell  were  the  leaders  in  the 
early  church.  It  is  also  apparent  that  a  house  of  worship  was  erected, 
for  the  building  burned  in  or  about  1927. 

The  history  of  the  church  at  that  time  is  not  clear.  On  September  22, 
1925,  B.  W.  James  and  George  James,  trustees  of  the  Parmele 
Methodist  Church,  deeded  to  A.  B.  Wynne  and  George  Turner,  trustees 
of  the  Olive  Branch  Baptist  Church,  the  old  Methodist  church  building 
and  land  located  in  Parmele.  The  bell  in  the  church  building  was 
expressly  excepted  from  the  conveyance.  This  deed  was  lost  and 
never  recorded.  A  new  deed  was  recorded  in  1950. 

John  Taylor  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  church,  followed  by  Mark 
Gainer,  Frank  Jenkins,  Hargrove  Gilmore,  William  Jones.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Austin  is  the  present  pastor. 
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Zion's  Grove  Primitive  Baptist 

Located  on  Highway  903  five  miles  northwest  of  Robersonville, 
Zion's  Grove  Primitive  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  1911.  On 
December  28,  that  year,  C.  C.  Close,  Samuel  Briley  and  Annie 
Williams,  trustees  of  Mt.  Zion  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  deeded 
property  to  Noah  Teal,  H.  R.  Mizelle  and  Isaac  Chance,  trustees  of 
Zion's  Grove  Primitive  Baptist  Church. 

Few  official  records  are  now  available,  but  it  appears  Zion's  Grove 
was  started  about  that  time.  What  happened  to  Mt.  Zion's  Missionary 
Church  cannot  be  determined. 

It  is  known  that  H.  R.  Mizelle  was  serving  as  pastor  in  1926,  and  Allie 
G.  Andrews,  of  Gold  Point,  was  clerk.  Eler  Russell  Collier  of  Rober- 
sonville pastored  the  church  from  1950  to  1960.  The  present  pastor  is 
Elder  Joe  Outerbridge,  and  Curley  Collier  is  serving  as  deacon. 

Although  the  membership  has  dwindled  to  three,  the  church  holds 
services  each  first  Saturday  and  Sunday. 

Information  gained  from  Elder  and  Mrs.  Russell  Collier,  Rober- 
sonville. 

Jenkins'  Chapel  Primitive  Baptist  Church 

On  May  26, 1917,  Arthur  Cherry  bought  a  small  tract  of  land  from  R. 
B.  Jenkins,  and  it  is  believed  Jenkins'  Chapel  Primitive  Baptist 
Church  was  organized  about  that  time.  The  church  was  then  located 
two  miles  west  of  Robersonville  on  Highway  64,  remaining  there  until 
about  1928  or  1929.  When  the  Parmele  Presbyterian  Church  mission 
was  closed,  the  Jenkins'  Chapel  congregation  bought  that  property  and 
moved  to  Parmele. 

Participating  in  both  transactions,  Arthur  Cherry  was  instrumental 
in  starting  other  Primitive  Baptist  churches. 

David  Langley  was  the  minister  at  Jenkins'  Chapel  many  years.  The 
present  deacons  are :  0.  W.  Staton,  Claud  Jones  and  Willie  Lee  Rogers. 

The  few  facts  learned  about  Jenkins'  Chapel  were  gained  from 
James  Pitt  and  John  Henry  Jones. 

Dugger-Rogerson  A.  M.  E.  Zion  (Methodist) 
After  struggling  for  many  years,  Mrs.  Lula  Dugger,  now  87  years  of 
age,  and  Mrs.  Rogerson  saw  the  fruits  of  their  labors  materialize  in 
1924,  when  the  Dugger-Rogerson  A.M.E.  Zion  (Methodist)  Church 
erected  a  house  of  worship  on  Second  Street  in  Robersonville. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Hunter  rendered  valuable  assistance  in  forming 
the  church.  He  was  assisted  by  A.  H.  Nixon. 

When  the  Rev.  C.  S.  Graham  was  pastor  in  1945  the  building  was 
remodeled. 
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Pastors  who  have  served  the  church  include:  the  Reverends  W.  A. 
Elliott,  Luther  Brown,  T.  W.  Blankenship,  J.  W.  Lilley,  and  Eldress 
Mrs.  M.  L.  McMullan.  The  Rev.  Alexander  Green  in  the  present 
minister. 

The  present  officers  of  the  church  are:  Mrs.  Lula  Dugger,  board 
chairman;  Mrs.  Emma  Spruill,  treasurer;  Mrs.  Geneva  Andrews, 
trustee;  and  Claud  Andrews,  Stewart  and  Louise  Roberson,  members 
of  the  board. 

According  to  Mrs.  Dugger,  who  furnished  information  about  the 
history,  the  church  now  has  seven  members. 

Mt.  Pleasant  Pentecostal  Holiness  Church 

Located  just  across  the  street  from  the  old  East  End  Elementary 
school  in  Roberson ville,  Mt.  Pleasant  Pentecostal  Holiness  Church  had 
its  beginning  in  1958. 

One  of  the  organizers,  Mrs.  Robert  Outlaw,  was  the  first  minister 
and  continues  to  serve  in  that  capacity  today.  She  is  assisted  by  Mrs. 
Mary  L.  Andrews. 

Officers  include:  William  Staton  and  wife  and  Robert  Outlaw.  The 
twenty  members  worship  every  second  Sunday. 

Information  about  Mt.  Pleasant  gained  from  Mary  L.  Andrews. 

Rock  Hill  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Located  on  the  road  leading  from  a  point  near  the  S.  T.  Everett  home 
to  Highway  903,  Rock  Hill  Missionary  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in 
1941. 

The  Rev.  Harvey  Briley  was  the  first  minister  and  the  early  services 
were  held  in  an  abandoned  schoolhouse  in  the  area.  About  1950  a  site 
was  purchased  one-half  mile  from  the  old  schoolhouse,  and  a  concrete 
block  building  was  erected.  The  Rev.  H.  H.  Moore  has  been  the  pastor 
for  the  past  32  years. 

A  leader  in  the  church,  Jimmy  Tiller  has  served  it  well  since  the 
beginning,  later  along  with  Timothy  Williams,  head  deacon,  Mrs. 
Lizina  Mary  Manson,  Lester  Rollins  and  Robert  Bland. 

Information  about  Rock  Hill  was  gained  from  Miss  Pauline  Tillery. 

Providence  Baptist  Church 

Providence  Baptist  Church,  Robersonville,  was  organized  at  a  small 
group  meeting  held  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  Basha  Andrews  on  April  22, 
1964,  with  fourteen  charter  members.  The  building  lot  was  given  to  the 
church  by  Mrs.  Andrews,  now  deceased. 

The  church  was  officially  chartered  by  the  Old  Eastern 
Missionary  Baptist  Association  in  May,  1965.  Ground-breaking 
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exercises  for  the  new  building  were  held  on  December  20,  1965.  Until 
the  new  building  was  completed,  the  congregation  worshiped  in  rented 
quarters. 

The  present  trustees  of  the  church  are:  J.  W.  Andrews,  P.  H. 
Chance  and  Catherine  L.  Manning,  with  Andrews  serving  as  treasurer. 
The  deacons  are:  J.  W.  Andrews,  J.  T.  Davis,  R.  Lloyd,  V.  Manning 
and  J.  A.  Wynn. 

The  church  has  approximately  100  members  at  this  time. 

Starting  as  the  first  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Milteer  served  until 
1969.  Succeeding  Milteer,  the  Rev.  W.  T.  Taylor  has  continued  to  serve 
the  church  since  that  time. 

Information  about  Providence  Baptist  supplied  by  Catherine  L. 
Manning. 
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CHAPTER  IX 


POPLAR  POINT  TOWNSHIP  CHURCHES 
Old  Sharon  Meeting  House 

When  the  Martin  County  commissioners  established  dividing  lines 
on  May  30,  1880,  for  Poplar  Point  Township  a  reference  was  made  to 
Old  Sharon  Meeting  House  on  Wildcat  Road  near  Huskanaw  Swamp. 
The  church,  denomination  unknown,  was  certainly  prior  to  1880. 
Apparently,  the  church  did  not  exist  in  1880. 

Other  than  the  reference  found  in  the  commissioners'  minutes, 
nothing  can  be  learned  about  Old  Sharon  Meeting  House. 

Cedar  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 

Prior  to  1896  the  Rev.  Mack  Ange  started  preaching  in  an  aban- 
doned house  in  Poplar  Point,  and  on  June  20,  1896,  Jesse  I.  Taylor 
deeded  a  plot  of  land  to  J.  A.  Leggett,  L.  R.  Ange,  J.  A.  Price,  J.  L. 
Knox  and  H.  W.  Holliday,  trustees  of  Christian  Hope  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church. 

The  church  operated  under  that  name  until  1925,  when  the  . 
property  was  re-deeded  in  the  name  of  Cedar  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church.  Edward  N.  Howell  helped  clear  many  pine  trees  from  the  one- 
acre  plot,  along  with  numerous  cedars  from  which  the  new  church 
obtained  its  second  name. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Ange  was  pastor  of  the  first  church,  and  he  was 
succeeded  by  the  Rev.  C.  B.  Jones.  The  third  preacher  was  the  Rev. 
Walter  Nobles,  and  was  known  as  a  "hard-preaching  man."  In  1918  he 
baptized  36  new  members  at  Butler's  Bridge,  not  too  far  from  the 
church.  There  have  been  a  succession  of  pastors  since  Nobles'  tenure, 
21  in  all. 

There  have  been  many  alterations  and  improvements  made  to  the 
building,  and  another  renovation  program  was  instituted  just  a  short 
time  ago.  The  church  now  has  62  members  on  its  roll,  and  there  are  102 
in  the  Sunday  school. 

The  Rev.  Charles  D.  Hamilton  is  currently  serving  the  church  as 
its  pastor.  Current  officers  include:  Russell  Edmondson,  Gordon 
Howell,  Leon  Edwards  and  Mack  G.  Wynn,  deacons;  Mayo  Howell, 
treasurer;  Mrs.  Rachel  Wynn,  clerk;  Leo  Hollis,  Sunday  school 
superintendent;  Nina  Rodgers,  president  of  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary. 

The  church  is  located  on  the  Everetts-Spring  Green  road,  not  far 
from  Spring  Green. 

Information  about  Cedar  Grove  was  supplied  by  Mrs.  Jean  Howell. 
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Poplar  Point  Presbyterian  Chapel 
Poplar  Point  Presbyterian  Chapel  Church  had  its  beginning  early 

in  1933,  when  the  Rev.  Z.  T.  Piephoff,  pastor  of  Williamston 
Presbyterian  Church,  visited  in  the  district  and  conducted  prayer 
services  at  regular  intervals  in  a  vacant  tenant  house. 

Plans  were  completed  by  early  1934  for  the  erection  of  a  frame 
building  on  an  acre  site,  donated  one-half  by  the  Jim  Statons  and  the 
other  half  by  the  Jim  A.  Everetts,  about  six  miles  from  Williamston  on 
Highway  125.  Thirty-five  men  contributed  their  labor  and  worked  a 
total  of  938  hours,  completing  the  structure  about  April  27,  1934,  when 
the  Rev.  J.  R.  Potts,  formerly  of  Williamston,  conducted  a  meeting 
there. 

The  Sunday  school  experienced  a  rapid  growth,  increasing  its  roll 
from  about  20  to  75  members  within  a  month. 

Financial  reverses  during  the  thirties  stymied  the  growth  of  the 
chapel,  and,  after  a  few  years,  services  were  discontinued. 

It  was  along  about  that  time  that  special  services  were  held  in  the 
Peter  Rives  home  over  in  Hamilton  Township,  but  organizational 
plans  for  a  church  in  that  area  never  materialized. 

Poplar  Point  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
One  of  the  older  colored  Missionary  Baptist  churches  in  the  county, 
Poplar  Point  Missionary  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  1892.  It  is 
located  on  the  Fort  Branch  road,  leading  off  Ballard's  Bridge  Road.  It 
now  has  78  members  on  its  roll. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Jesse  Williams  was  listed  among  the  early  pastors 
The  Rev.  H.  Hammond  of  Winterville  is  currently  serving  as  pastor. 
The  deacons  are:  Grover  Jones,  Nathaniel  Brown,  James  Wilson  and 
Frank  Williams. 

Information  gained  from  Mrs.  Helen  Speight. 

Chapel  Hill  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Little  could  be  learned  about  the  early  history  of  Chapel  Hill 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  but  it  ranks  along  with  the  early  churches 
of  the  denomination  in  the  county.  It  was  founded  in  1892,  and  the 
house  of  worship,  located  across  the  highway  at  first,  was  later  built  on 
the  present  site  about  eight  miles  from  Williamston  on  Highway  125. 

The  Rev.  T.  R.  Vines  of  Tarboro  is  the  present  pastor,  and  Plum 
Rogers  and  Orlando  Purvis  are  currently  serving  as  deacons. 

The  approximately  65  members  worship  there  twice  each  month. 
Information  about  Chapel  Hill  was  gained  from  Orlando  Purvis,  Elder 
George  Brown  and  Plum  Rogers. 
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CHAPTER  X 

HAMILTON  TOWNSHIP  CHURCHES 
Spring  Green  Primitive  Baptist  Church 

Other  than  that  recorded  in  Hassells'  "Church  History"  during  its 
first  74  years,  many  of  the  Spring  Green  Primitive  Baptist  Church 
minutes  were  destroyed  by  fire  during  the  first  year  of  the  Civil  War 
and  the  records  for  other  periods  are  thought  to  be  in  the  possession  of 
a  man  now  living  in  Virginia. 

Elders  C.  B.  Hassell  and  his  son,  Sylvester,  in  their  history,  said 
about  Spring  Green: 

"This  church  was  constituted  in  the  year  1811  with  about  seventeen 
members,  who  were  dismissed  from  some  of  the  adjacent  churches 
Her  house  of  worship  is  situated  on  the  road  leading  from  Williamston 
to  Tarborough,  about  nine  miles  from  Williamston.  Shortly  after  her 
constitution  she  called  on  Elder  William  Hyman,  whose  membership 
was  at  Cross  Roads  (Edgecombe  County),  to  serve  her  as  pastor, 
which  call  he  accepted,  and  continued  to  serve  her  until  John  Tice 
moved  into  the  neighborhood  and  became  a  member  thereof.  He  was 
received  a  member  of  this  church  upon  a  letter  of  dismission  from 
Skewarkey ;  and,  after  uniting  with  the  church  at  Spring  Green,  he  was 
ordained,  and  she  called  him  to  the  pastoral  care.  After  his  removal  in 
1828  the  church  received  the  services  of  Elders  William  Hyman,  Luke 
Ward  and  Joseph  Biggs.  Elder  Blount  Cooper  preached  for  this  church 
for  several  yeass,  more  or  less  uniformly,  until  perhaps  about  the  year 
1846.  She  has  been  blessed  with  preaching  pretty  much  ever  since  she 
was  organized,  but  up  to  1880  had  but  one  ordained  minister  who  was 
raised  up  in  her  midest,  and  he  was  soon  cut  off  from  her  communion 
and  never  restored.  One  of  her  members,  Brother  George  D. 
Roberson,  after  being  licensed  for  several  years,  was  ordained  to  the 
ministry  in  1880.  He  is  quite  promising,  and  bids  fair  to  become  a 
useful  minister  and  a  satisfactory  expounder  of  the  word. 

"About  the  year  1840  Elder  C.  B.  Hassell  commenced  visiting 
this  church,  and  till  the  spring  of  1845  was  frequently  at  her  meetings. 
Most  of  the  years  1845  and  1846  he  was  absent  from  the  county,  but 
about  the  first  of  1847  began  again  to  serve  her  regularly  and  with  very 
little  exception  until  his  death  in  April,  1880.  He  was  her  pastor  for  a 
long  number  of  years.  He  baptized  into  her  communion  one  hundred 
and  twenty  person.— (S.  H.) 

"Ministers  visiting  this  church,  besides  those  named,  have  been 
William  W.  K.  Philpot,  Luke  Ward,  David  House,'  William  A.  Ross, 
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John  L.  Ross,  Clayton  Moore,  William  F.  Bell,  Edward  Cox,  John  H. 
Daniel,  P.  D.  Gold,  R.  H.  Harris,  John  W.  Purvis,  Jordan  W.  Johnson, 
Henry  Peal  and  Joseph  E.  Adams.  This  church  shows  signs  of 
prosperity.  Her  membership  is  warm,  and  much  devoted  to  the  cause 
of  her  Lord  and  Master. 

"Her  present  deacons  are  S.  W.  Outterbridge  and  R.  D.  Matthews. 
S.  W.  Outterbridge  was  ordained  in  February,  1870,  and  R.  D.  Mat- 
thews in  November,  1871.  Bennett  ws  ordained  long  before  (in  1852). 
Bryant  Bennett,  a  most  loyal  and  exemplary  Baptist,  was  clerk  and 
deacon  of  this  church  for  many  years.  He  took  great  interest  in  the 
success  of  this  history.  He  was  most  painfully  afflicted  with  a  cancer 
on  his  face  about  half  of  his  life,  and  bore  his  sufferings  with  Christ-like 
resignation,  and  entered  into  rest  in  1884.  Outterbridge  has  served  as 
clerk  since  1868.— (S.  H.) 

'This  church  is  a  member  of  the  Skewarkey  Union.  Her  monthly 
meetings  are  held  on  the  fourth  Sunday  and  Saturday  previous;  and 
her  membership  now  (1885)  is  one  hundred  and  three." 


Other  records  show  that  three  deeds  were  issued  to  the  church 
trustees  in  1811, 1851  and  1878.  The  first  deed  record  is  not  to  be  found, 
but  the  original  building  was  located  southeast  across  the  road  from 
the  present  house  of  worship.  Alton  White,  the  present  clerk,  explained 
that  first  structure  was  a  small  log  building  with  dirt  floors,  one  front 
door  and  one  window  back  of  the  pulpit. 

Apparently  the  congregation  used  the  little  log  building  until  about 
1851,  when  J.  B.  Griffin  deeded  a  site  to  Spring  Green  Primitive  Baptist 
Church  trustees.  The  description  of  the  land  is  on  pages  missing  from 
the  record  books  in  the  office  of  the  register  of  deeds. 

The  second  building  was  burned  in  1861,  and  the  early  records 
were  lost.  Some  are  of  the  opinion  the  church  was  rebuilt  soon  after  the 
war,  but  nothing  is  to  be  found  in  the  official  records  until  December 
14, 1878,  when  Frank  Taylor  and  wife  deeded  to  S.  W.  Outterbridge  and 
R.  D.  Matthews,  deacons  and  trustees  of  the  Old  School  Primitive 
Baptist  Church  at  Spring  Green,  five  acres  of  land.  Just  where  the 
congregation  worshiped  from  1861  to  1878  cannot  be  determined.  Other 
records  show  that  the  Spring  Green  Primitive  Baptists  started  con- 
struction of  "a  large  new  house  of  worship"  soon  after  the  site  was 
purchased  in  1878.  It  is  thought  the  second  church  was  built  on  the  site 
where  the  first  one  burned,  and  the  congregation  moved  across  the 
road  and  built  the  present  church. 

Included  in  the  list  of  ministers  and  moderators  serving  the  church 
since  1936  are:  W.  E.  Grimes  (1936-1968),  E.  C.  Harrison  (1968-1973) 
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Wayne  Mitchell  (June,  1973  to  September,  1973).  Since  last  September 
the  church  has  been  without  an  ordained  pastor,  but  Alton  White  has 
conducted  services  there  from  that  time  to  the  present. 

Church  clerks  since  1936  to  the  present  include:  W.  A.  Ross  (1936- 
1954),  Alton  White  (1954-1956  and  1972  to  the  present),  Lucy  Capps 
(1956-1960),  Fanny  Cherry  (1960-1963),  Will  Everett  (six  months  in 
1964),  Johnny  Ray  Gardner  (July,  1964-September,  1972). 

Saved  from  the  old  minutes  is  an  "Abstract  of  Principles."  Those 
principles,  common  in  all  Kehukee  Association  churches,  are  in- 
corporated in  the  Spring  Green  story,  as  follows: 

"(1)  We  believe  in  the  being  of  God,  as  almighty,  eternal,  un- 
changeable, of  infinite  wisdom,  power,  justice,  holiness,  goodness, 
mercy  and  truth.  And  that  God  has  revealed  himself  in  His  word, 
under  the  character  of  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost. 

4 '  (2)  We  believe  that  Almighty  God  has  made  known  His  mind  and 
will  to  the  children  of  man  in  His  word;  which  word  we  believe  to  be  of 
divine  authority,  and  contains  all  things  necessary  to  be  known  for  the 
salvation  of  men  and  women.  The  same  is  comprehended  and  con- 
tained in  the  books  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  as  are  commonly 
received. 

"(3)  We  believe  that  God,  before  the  foundation  of  the  world, 
for  a  purpose  of  His  own  glory,  did  elect  a  certain  number  of  men  and 
angels  to  eternal  life;  and  that  this  election  is  particular,  eternal  and 
unconditional  on  the  creature's  part. 

"(4)  We  believe  that  when  God  made  man  at  first,  he  was  per- 
fect, holy  and  upright,  able  to  keep  the  law,  but  liable  to  fall,  and  that 
he  stood  as  a  federal  head  or  representative  of  all  his  natural  offspring, 
and  that  they  were  to  be  partakers  of  the  benefits  of  his  obedience,  or 
exposed  to  the  misery  which  sprang  from  his  disobedience. 

"(5)  We  believe  that  Adam  fell  from  this  state  of  moral  rectitude, 
and  that  he  involved  himself  and  all  his  natural  offspring  in  a  state  of 
death;  and  that  original  transgression,  we  all  are  both  filthy  and  guilty 
in  the  sight  of  an  holy  God. 

"(6)  We  also  believe  that  it  is  utterly  out  of  the  power  of  men  as 
fallen  creatures,  to  keep  the  law  of  God  perfectly,  repent  of  their  sins 
truly,  or  believe  in  Christ,  except  they  be  drawn  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

"(7)  We  believe  that  in  God's  own  appointed  time  and  way  (by 
means  which  He  has  ordained)  the  elect  shall  be  called,  justified, 
pardoned  and  sanctified;  and  that  it  is  impossible  they  can  utterly 
refuse  the  call,  but  shall  be  made  willing,  by  divine  grace,  to  receive 
the  offers  of  mercy. 
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"(8)  We  believe  that  justification  in  the  sight  of  God  is  only  by 
the  imputed  righteouesness  of  Jesus  Christ,  received  and  applied  by 
faith  alone. 

"(9)  We  believe  in  like  manner,  that  God's  elect  shall  not  only  be 
called,  and  justified,  but  that  they  shall  also  be  converted,  born  again, 
and  changed  by  the  effectual  working  of  God's  Holy  Spirit. 

"(10)  We  believe  that  such  as  are  converted,  justified  and 
called  by  His  grace,  shall  persevere  in  holiness  and  never  fall  finally 
away. 

"(11)  We  believe  it  to  be  a  duty  incumbent  on  all  God's  people,  to 
walk  religiously  in  good  works;  not  in  the  old  covenant  way  of  seeking 
life  and  favor  of  the  Lord  by  it;  but  only  as  a  duty  from  a  principle  of 
love. 

"(12)  We  believe  baptism  and  the  Lord's  supper  are  gospel  or- 
dinances, both  belonging  to  the  converted  or  true  believers;  and  that 
persons  who  were  sprinkled,  or  dipped,  whilst  in  unbelief,  were  not 
regularly  baptised  according  to  God's  word,  and  that  such  ought  to  be 
baptised  after  they  are  savingly  converted  into  the  faith  of  Christ. 

"(13)  We  believe  that  every  church  is  independent  in  matters  of 
discipline;  and  that  associations,  councils  and  conferences  of  several 
ministers  or  churches,  are  not  to  impose  on  the  churches  the  keeping, 
holding  or  maintaining  any  principle  or  practice  contrary  to  the 
churches'  judgment. 

"(14)  We  believe  in  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  both  of  the  just 
and  unjust,  and  a  general  judgment. 

"(15)  We  believe  the  punishment  of  the  wicked  is  everlasting  and 
the  joys  of  the  righteous  are  eternal. 

"(16)  We  believe  that  no  minister  has  a  right  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  ordinances,  only  such  as  are  regularly  called  and 
come  under  imposition  of  hands  by  the  Presbytery." 

The  Abstract  of  Principles  was  copied  from  the  Spring  Green 
Church  Book.  All  but  four  pages  of  the  book  are  missing,  and  dates  are 
not  known.  The  partial  index  on  page  2  lists  166  pages,  including  the 
names  of  members  on  page  6. 

On  August  21,  1879,  the  Tarboro  Southerner  carried  the  following: 
"The  Kehukee  Association  meets  with  Spring  Green  Church,  three 
miles  from  Hamilton,  Martin  County,  on  the  first  Saturday  and  Sunday 
in  October  next.  This  is  the  largest  Primitive  Baptist  Church  in  the 
State.  The  new  building  was  completed  in  three  weeks  from  time  of 
commencement.  Every  arrangement  is  being  made  for  a  large 
gathering."  It  was  later  estimated  that  5,000  were  in  attendance  upor 
the  meeting. 
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Hamilton  Methodist  Church 

The  Hamilton  Methodist  Church  was  organized  in  1847,  but  little  is 
known  about  its  organizational  work  and  its  activities  during  the 
formative  years.  It  is  established  that  a  house  of  worship  was  built 
diagonally  opposite  the  old  Slade-Rhodes  property  on  Main  and  Front 
Streets.  The  first  church  burned,  date  unknown,  but  the  fire  was 
certainly  prior  to  1861.  In  that  year  a  second  church  home  was  built 
beside  the  Methodist  Cemetery  on  Railroad  Street.  The  second 
building  apparently  was  of  unique  architecture.  It  was  a  Mt.  Vernon 
type  with  porch,  and  a  gallery  for  slaves. 

When  the  second  church  building  foundation  began  weakening, 
possibly  because  of  the  graves,  plans  were  made  to  locate  a  building  on 
another  site.  Mrs.  Henry  Sherrod  gave  a  lot  farther  north  on  Front 
Street,  and  the  second  building  was  torn  down,  the  congregation  using 
the  sills  and  timber  to  build  a  third  house  of  worship  in  October,  1903. 

On  January  31,  1901,  a  number  of  ladies  met  and  discussed  plans 
for  the  new  church.  Included  in  the  group  were:  Lizzie  Slade,  Fannie 
Slade,  Georgia  Pritchard,  Hennie  Waldo,  Belle  Carstarphen,  Mrs. 
Arch  Sherrod,  Mrs.  D.  C.  Jones,  Mrs.  C.  H.  Baker,  Mrs.  Bill  Sherrod, 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Richards,  Mrs.  Lenora  Collins,  Mrs.  Fannie  Melson, 
Mrs.  Sally  Ewell,  a  Miss  Purvis  and  a  Miss  Cherry. 

Before  the  second  church  was  torn  down  the  next  day,  the  last 
marriage  vows  were  pronounced  in  it.  Sherrod  Salsbury  and  Mary 
Baker  were  the  nuptial  couple. 

When  the  congregation  moved  into  the  third  house  of  worship  in 
May,  1904,  the  building  debt  had  been  paid,  but  the  bill  for  the  new 
furnishings,  new  pews  and  other  furniture,  installed  from  time  to  time, 
was  not  paid  until  19  years  later. 

Serving  on  the  board  of  stewards  when  the  third  or  present  church 
was  built  were:  T.  B.  Slade,  C.  H.  Baker,  D.  C.  Jones  and  W.  K.  Gard- 
ner. When  the  church  observed  its  50th  anniversary,  two  of  the  con- 
tractors, J.  M.  Baker  of  Rocky  Mount,  and  a  Mr.  Love  of  Scotland, 
were  present  along  with  350  other  people. 

When  the  new  or  third  church  was  first  used,  the  Rev.  T.  H.  Sutton 
was  pastor.  Since  that  time  many  improvements  and  additions  have 
been  made  to  the  church  and  plant.  In  early  1940  the  interior  of  the 
church  was  remodeled  while  the  Rev.  D.  C.  Boone  was  pastor.  Then  in 
1954,  while  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Hurley  was  pastor,  the  present  educational 
building  was  added  to  the  plant.  During  1963-1964  the  interior  of  the 
sanctuary  was  again  remodeled,  and  new  pews,  windows  and  a  new 
chancel  were  installed. 
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Names  of  many  of  the  pastors  of  Hamilton  Methodist  Church  are 
included  in  the  papers  owned  by  the  late  Miss  Maggie  Bell  Jones.  W. 
H.  Watkins,  1879-1880,  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  church  of  record. 
Others  include:  W.  B.  Doub  (1881-1883),  J.  E.  Bristoe  (1884),  Joseph  L. 
Keene  (1885),  J.  0.  Guthrie  (1886),  W.  H.  Townsend  (1888),  J.  G.  Nelson 
(1889),  G.  G.  Hurley  (1891-1892),  E.  C.  Sell  (1893),  J.  R.  Sawyer  (1894- 
1895),  J.  A.  Parker  (1896-1897),  George  Fisher  (1898),  J.  R.  Sawyer 
(1899),  Dr.  J.  T.  Bagwell  (1900),  T.  H.  Sutton  (1901-1904),  E.  E.  Rose 
(1905),  P.  L.  Kirton  (1906),  C.  L.  Read  (1906-1910),  Rufus Bradley  (1910- 
1912),  J.  T.  Stanford  (1912-1915),  N.  M.  Wright  (1915),  H.  M.  Eure  (1916- 
1919),  L.  C.  Larkin  (1919-1922),  Marvin  Chambers  (1922-1923),  E.  D. 
Dodd  (1923-1925),  T.  W.  Lee  (1925-1927),  O.  P.  Fitzgerald  (1927,  1929). 

About  1930  the  Hamilton  church  was  transferred  from  the 
Williamston  charge  to  Robersonville,  the  church  there  and  Hamilton 
sharing  ministers.  After  the  church  was  transferred  to  the  Rober- 
sonville charge,  the  following  ministers  have  served  Hamilton:  L.  C. 
Brothers  (1929-1930),  A.  E.  Brown  (1931-1934),  Robert  Hardesty  (1934- 
1935),  Robert  N.  Fitts  (1936-1939),  Daniel  Boone  (1939-1943),  T.  H. 
House  (1943-1946),  S.  G.  Boone  (1946-1949),  J.  H.  Worthington  (1949- 
1950),  W.  R.  Johnson  (1951-1952),  J.  B.  Hurley  (1953-1956),  N.  B.  Hill 
(1956-1961),  J.  T.  Pearsall  (1961-1962),  Don  Lee  Harris  (1963-1967), 
Alphonso  L.  Reynolds  (1967-1970),  David  R.  McKay  (1970-1971)  and 
Jerry  Smith  (1971  to  the  present). 

The  church  has  a  sizable  number  on  its  various  boards.  On  the  1973 
administrative  board  are:  Clayton  House,  chairman;  Mrs.  Martin  L. 
Whitfield,  secretary;  Frank  Scearce,  Donald  Leigh,  Mrs.  John  D. 
Suits,  Mrs.  Floyd  Whitfield,  Mrs.  Ruth  Ewell,  Mrs.  Dallas  Roebuck, 
Martin  L.  Whitfield,  Mrs.  W.  C.  House,  Mrs.  George  Ward,  Al  Waters, 
Mrs.  Dare  Lucas,  Mrs.  Al  Waters,  Mrs.  D.  L.  Harrell,  Leamon  Hollis, 
Mrs.  Edna  B.  Everett,  Mrs.  Leamon  Hollis,  Mrs.  Peggy  Furlough, 
Mrs.  Frank  Scearce,  Mrs.  Brenda  Patterson,  Mrs.  Donald  Leigh,  Mrs. 
Grace  Scearce  and  John  D.  Suits. 

The  1973  members  of  the  council  on  ministries  were:  Donald  Leigh, 
chairman;  Mrs.  Martin  L.  Whitfield,  secretary;  Frank  Scearce, 
Mrs.  John  D.  Suits,  Mrs.  Floyd  Whitfield,  Mrs.  Ruth  Ewell,  Mrs. 
Dallas  Roebuck,  Martin  L.  Whitfield,  Mrs.  W.  C.  House,  Mrs.  George 
Ward,  Al  Waters,  Mrs.  Dare  Lucas,  Miss  Rose  Whitfield  and  Mrs.  Al 
Waters. 

Trustees,  serving  from  1974  to  1976,  include:  George  Ward, 
Leamon  Hollis,  Dallas  Roebuck,  W.  C.  House,  Donald  Leign  and  Al 
Waters. 
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The  committee  on  finance  includes:  John  D.  Suits,  chairman; 
Floyd  Whitfield,  W.  C.  House,  Mrs.  Dallas  Roebuck,  Mrs.  Leamon 
Hollis,  Martin  Whitfield,  Donald  Leigh  and  Frank  Scearce. 

Composing  the  committee  on  pastor-parish  relations  are:  Mrs. 
Grace  Scearce,  chairwoman;  W.  C.  House,  Mrs.  Floyd  Whitfield,  Mrs. 
Donald  Leigh  and  Leamon  Hollis. 

An  interesting  note  about  Hamilton  Methodist  appeared  in  the 
Tarboro  Southerner,  dated  September  18,  1879.  It  reads:  "The 
Methodist  church  has  just  been  completed  inside.  This  church  has 
greatly  improved  since  the  Rev.  Mr.  Watson  has  been  pastor.  They 
also  have  a  new  organ." 

St.  Martin's  Episcopal  Church 

St.  Martin's  Episcopal  Church,  a  missionary  station,  was 
established  in  Hamilton  in  1868,  largely  through  the  efforts  of  F.  A. 
Boyle  in  concert  with  the  Rev.  T.  B.  Haughton.  During  the  early  years 
of  the  mission  services  were  held  by  the  Rev.  T.  B.  Haughton  in  a  hall 
provided  by  Boyle.  Haughton  was  rector  of  St.  Luke's,  Roper,  Grace 
Church,  Plymouth,  and  Church  of  the  Advent,  Williamston,  at  the 
time. 

At  Fayetteville  in  1873,  St.  Martin's  was  admitted  into  union  with  the 
convention.  Delegates  attending  the  Fayetteville  convention  were:  F. 
A.  Boyle,  James  Sebrell,  T.  E.  Darden,  D.  L.  Martin,  James  H.  Martin 
and  N.  H.  Sebrell. 

Six  years  later  in  January,  1879,  with  the  consent  of  the  bishop, 
an  appeal  was  made  by  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Boyle  for  funds  to  help  finance 
the  erection  of  a  church  edifice.  The  parochial  report,  filed  in  1879, 
states  that  Col.  H.  B.  Short  of  Flemington,  N.  C,  donated  a  building 
site,  corner  of  Front  and  Bower  streets,  and  P.  C.  Hull,  of  Norfolk, 
contributed  a  design  for  the  edifice. 

In  the  spring  of  1880  a  contract  was  let  for  the  construction  of  the 
church  building,  and  work  was  soon  started.  On  May  17,  1882,  St. 
Martin's  Church  was  consecrated.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Watson  preached  the 
sermon  and  Bishop  Lyman  celebrated  the  Holy  Communion. 

Ministers  serving  the  church  include:  T.  B.  Haughton  (1868-1879), 
H.  G.  Hilton  (1880-1887),  W.  J.  Smith  (1888-1899),  F.  Joyner  (1899-1901), 
Henry  Wingate  (1901-1903),  W.  E.  Cox  (1903-1906),  J.  B.  Gibble  (1906- 
1908),  W.  J.  Gordon  (1908-1911),  Morrison  Bethea  (1911-1916),  C.  H. 
Gordan  (1917-1919),  J.  H.  Garner  (1919-1921),  Walter  B.  Clark  (1921- 
1923),  C.  O.  Pardo  (1925-1928),  A.  H.  Marshall  (1929-1932),  Edward  F. 
Moseley  (1932  (?)  ),  John  Hardy  (1938-1943  and  1945-1948).  During  the 
Hardy  rectorship,  services  were  held  fairly  regularly,  but  they 
became  a  bit  irregular  when  Joseph  Strange  Huske  supplied  while 
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EARLY  HAMILTON  CHURCH.— Although  its  congregation  has 
dwindled,  and  the  building  has  not  been  used  for  regular  services  in 
more  than  a  decade,  St.  Martin's  Episcopal  Church  in  Hamilton  is 
regarded  as  an  excellent  example  of  Gothic-Victorian  church  ar- 
chitecture. Above  is  a  view  from  the  front.  Efforts  to  raise  money 
for  the  edifice  began  in  the  1860's,  but  it  was  not  completed  and 
consecrated  until  May  17,  1882. 
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Hardy  served  as  a  chaplain  during  World  War  II.  The  Rev.  T.  L. 
Hastings  is  recognized  as  the  last  rector,  but  there  are  indications  the 
service  schedule  was  irregular.  It  is  fairly  certain  the  last  services 
and  sacraments  were  held  when  John  Ormond  was  rector  of  the 
Church  of  the  Advent  (1958-1962),  during  which  time  he  would  visit  the 
church  at  irregular  intervals. 

The  quaint  little  church  still  stands,  serving  as  a  symbol  of  hope 
and  as  a  reminder  of  a  glorious  history  of  more  than  eighty  years. 

There  was  a  brief  note  about  St.  Martin's  in  the  September  18,  1879, 
edition  of  the  Tarboro  Southerner.  It  reads:  "The  lumber  is  being 
sawed  for  the  Episcopal  church  which  they  hope  to  complete  this 
winter." 

On  March  1,  1888,  the  Tarboro  Southerner  said:  "The  Rev.  Mr. 
Smith  held  services  at  the  Episcopal  church  Sunday.  This  church  is  to 
be  congratulated  on  having  secured  the  services  of  such  an  efficient 
pastor,  as  it  has  been  without  one  for  some  time." 

Hamilton  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Hamilton  Missionary  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  1873  under 
the  leadership  of  J.  Augustus  Whitley  and  R.  B.  Salsbury,  the  first 
named  taking  an  active  part  in  forming  and  promoting  other  churches 
in  the  county. 

Apparently  the  small  congregation  experienced  difficulties  in  its 
formative  years,  for  little  information  is  to  be  had  about  the  church 
until  November,  1879,  when  W.  A.  Haislip  and  wife,  Jane,  deeded  a  one- 
acre  site  on  Front  Street,  Hamilton,  to  R.  B.  Salsbury,  John  M.  Sherrod 
and  Noah  Biggs,  trustees  of  the  church.  It  is  to  be  assumed  the  first 
house  of  worship,  a  frame  building,  was  erected  soon  after  that  date.  A 
Dr.  Pritchard  of  Williamston  preached  the  dedicatory  sermon  on  the 
fifth  Sunday  in  May,  1880.  It  was  stated  at  the  time  that  R.  B.  Salsbury 
deserved  great  credit  for  completing  the  edifice. 

Unofficial  records  show  that  during  the  "lean"  years  in  the  early 
history  of  the  church  it  did  not  have  a  regular  pastor  for  eleven  years, 
that  Dr.  R.  T.  Vann  and  the  Rev.  James  D.  Huffman  served  the  church 
without  pay. 

The  frame  building  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  October,  1928,  and 
immediately  plans  were  made  for  a  second  building  on  the  same  site. 
The  new  brick  structure  was  built  in  1929,  but  it  was  not  dedicated  until 
May  16,  1943,  when  the  Rev.  E.  C.  Wilkie  preached  the  dedicatory 
sermon. 

Plans  for  an  educational  building  were  not  completed  until  1968, 
and  it  was  built  during  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  J.  R.  Bouldin.  The 
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period  between  1947  and  1968  was  maried  by  material  expansion  to  the 
plant  and  the  membership  growth. 

Among  the  early  recorded  deacons  were:  H.  S.  Johnson,  D.  G. 
Matthews  and  Paul  Salsbury. 

Following  Vann  and  Huffman,  21  ministers  have  served  the  church 
as  pastor,  including:  G.  J.  Dowell  (1889),  J.  W.  Ross  (1900-1902),  B. 
R.  Mason  (1903),  R.  D.  Carroll  (1904),  J.  W.  Noblin  (1905-1907),  E.  C. 
Andrews  (1908-1910),  D.  E.  Vepperm  (  (?)  1911),  N.  H.  Shephard  (1911- 
1912),  J.  F.  Davis  (1913-1914),  J.  L.  Rogers  (1914-1918),  W.  O,  Biggs 
(1919-1920),  J.  K.  Henderson  (1921-1922),  J.  P.  Gulley  (1923-1925),  E.  P. 
West  (1926-1930),  J.  H.  Smith  (1931-1932),  E.  C.  Shoe  (1933-1940),  W.  O. 
Andrews  (1941-1942),  E.  C.  Wilkie  (1943-1944),  J.  R.  Everett  (1945- 
1946),  E.  R.  Stewart  (1947-1951),  C.  L.  Gatling  (1952-1956),  J.  C.  Brooks 
(1957-1958),  W.  M.  King  (1959-1961),  D.  W.  Morris  (1962-1963),  J.  R. 
Bouldin  (1964-1970),  and  Harvey  Rumfelt  (1970  to  the  present  time). 

Presently  serving  the  church  as  deacons  are:  Calvin  Oglesby,  Joe 
Cherry,  H.  S.  Johnson,  Jr.,  Mike  Johnson,  Roy  Beach,  Abner  Bland, 
Eddie  Everett,  Ronnie  Raynor,  George  Haislip,  Wallace  Smith,  Robert 
Edmonds  and  (until  his  death  in  July,  1974)  Frank  R.  Everett. 

A  report  in  the  Tarboro  Southerner,  September  18,  1879,  said:  "The 
Hamilton  Baptists  will  ever  feel  grateful  to  Noah  Biggs  (an  en- 
thusiastic Baptist)  of  Scotland  Neck,  for  his  liberal  contribution 
towards  helping  build  their  church." 

Hassell  Christian  Church 

The  first  record  of  Disciples  in  the  Hassell  area  dates  back  to  about 
1878,  when  services  were  held  in  the  old  Salsbury  schoolhouse  on  the 
western  outskirts  of  the  town.  The  new  denomination  was  referred  to 
as  Sycamore  Grove. 

After  the  early  period  of  the  church,  C.  C.  Ware,  in  his  "Albemarle 
Annals,"  traces  the  history  of  the  congregation,  stating:  "Disciples  at 
Salsbury 's  took  the  church  name  of  Lebanon  in  1879;  it  worshiped  by 
Lebanon  from  1878  to  1893;  at  Gold  Point  from  1893  to  1907;  inasmuch 
as  Lebanon  went  with  the  Gold  Point  mission,  even  retaining  the 
convention  name  of  Lebanon;  and  then  from  1907  to  the  present  at 
Hassell  proper,  since  in  1907,  their  stated  worship  was  re-established 
at  the  traditional  site.  It  was  November  5,  1914,  when  Hassell,  with  64 
members,  was  enrolled  by  the  North  Carolina  Christian  Missionary 
Convention." 

Little  is  recorded  about  the  church's  activities  from  1907  until 
August  30,  1909.  Sam  W.  Sumrell  was  conducting  a  meeting  in  Hassell 
at  the  latter  date  and  reported  that  the  railroad  company  had  sold  the 
congregation  a  lot,  and  plans  were  considered  for  the  erection  of  a 


building.  Apparently  little  was  done  toward  erecting  a  house  of 
worship  until  August,  1911,  when  Sumrell  returned  to  Hassell  to  con- 
duct another  series  of  services.  He  reported:  "In  our  meeting  at 
Hassell,  there  were  14  added  to  the  new  congregation.  We  organized  a 
church  with  33  members.  ..." 

During  the  next  eleven  years,  the  church  progressed.  A  building 
was  erected  and,  under  the  pastorate  of  R.  A.  Phillips  in  1922,  the  at- 
tendance upon  Sunday  school  was  trebled  to  a  high  of  154  members. 

In  1929,  across  the  railroad,  work  was  started  on  the  present  brick 
structure.  The  congregation  was  cautious  during  those  depression 
years,  adopting  a  policy  of  pay  as  you  go.  The  church  was  dedicated 
debt-free  on  November  24, 1935,  when  G.  H.  Sullivan,  a  former  pastor, 
preached  the  dedicatory  sermon.  Mrs.  H.  H.  Settle,  C.W.F.  state 
secretary,  presented  the  church  key  to  John  W.  Eubanks,  chairman  of 
the  building  committee.  He  briefly  responded :  "How  happy  we  have 
been  in  this  construction,  accomplished  not  by  any  large  gifts  but  by 
each  one  giving  as  he  or  she  could." 

The  growing  congregation  started  construction  work  on  an  11- 
room  brick  religious  education  building  in  1951,  completing  it  in  1953. 

The  early  church  building  was  sold  about  1948  to  the  Hassell  Pen- 
tecostal Free  Will  Baptist  Church. 

One  of  the  unique  events  in  the  history  of  the  church  was 
reported  on  June  10, 1946,  when  a  son,  his  father  and  grandfather  were 
each  baptized  in  one  service. 

On  November  12,  1946,  the  first  Christian  Youth  Fellowship 
was  organized  with  22  charter  members.  Officers  were :  Ruth  Haislip, 
president;  David  Etheridge,  Jr.,  vice  president;  Eleanor  Eubanks, 
secretary;  Catherine  Haislip,  treasurer;  Mrs.  David  Etheridge,  Sr., 
and  Ernest  Edmondson,  advisers. 

In  1947  the  church  went  on  a  half-time  schedule,  and  Ivan  Adams 
was  the  first  pastor  to  serve  that  schedule. 

Ware  lists  some  of  the  early  preachers  as:  Stanley  Ayers,  J.  L. 
Burns,  Dr.  H.  D.  Harper,  G.  W.  Neely,  and  Virgil  A.  Wilson.  Among 
the  first  members  was  H.  Brown,  who  later  figured  prominently  in  the 
denomination.  Brown  was  born  in  1838. 

Ministers  serving  the  church  from  1911  to  the  present  include:  S. 
W.  Sumrell  (1911-1913),  T.  Hassell  Bowen  (1914),  Thomas  Green  (1915- 
1918),  D.  F.  Tyndall  (1920),  A.  F.  Leighton  (1921),  R.  A.  Phillips  (1922- 
1923  —  1934-1937,  and  1967-1969),  J.  R.  Tingle  (1924-1928),  G.  H.  Sullivan 
(1929-1933),  J.  M.  Perry  (1938-1946),  Ivan  Adams  (1947),  W.  I.  Bennett 
(1948),  0.  E.  Fox  (1949-1952),  H.  C.  Hilliard,  Sr.  (1953-1956),  R.  West- 
moreland (1957),  Z.  N.  Deshields  (1958-1961),  Ronald  Nichols  (1963- 
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1965),  Dr.  H.  G.  Haney  (1965-1966),  Al  Cook  (1970-1971),  Richard 
Rundell  (1972  — ). 

Current  officers  of  Hassell  Christian  include:  Woodrow  Purvis, 
chairman;  C.  B.  Burroughs,  clerk;  Dennis  C.  Briley,  Hanibal  Purvis 
and  John  W.  Eubanks,  elders;  Dalton  Purvis,  Benjamin  Roberson, 
Ralph  Purvis,  Elmer  Edmondson,  Clinton  E.  Etheridge,  Thomas  L. 
Etheridge  and  Everette  Purvis,  deacons;  Mrs.  Mildred  Hailslip, 
finance  secretary. 

Hassell  Disciples  have  had  three  houses  of  worship.  After  wor- 
shiping in  the  schoolhouse  about  two  years,  the  Disciples  erected  a 
house  of  worship  on  the  railroad  just  back  of  the  present  home  of  Mrs. 
Ernest  Edmondson,  and  the  church  was  referred  to  as  Lebanon.  After 
a  second  church  building  was  erected  about  1911  on  land  contributed  by 
the  Eubanks  family,  a  storm  destroyed  the  old  Lebanon  building  about 
the  middle  twenties. 

Hamilton  Primitive  Baptist  Church 

In  July,  1889,  "Brethren"  M.  T.  Lawrence  and  J.  C.  Hoard  and 
"Sisters"  Eliza  House  and  Elizabeth  Hoard  asked  letters  of  dismissal 
from  Conoho  Primitive  Baptist  Church,  near  Oak  City,  and  joined 
some  Spring  Green  Primitive  Baptist  members  in  organizing  the 
Hamilton  Primitive  Baptist  Church.  The  letters  of  dismissal  were 
granted,  and  the  church  at  Conoho  agreed  in  September,  1889,  to 
correspond  with  the  new  church  at  Hamilton.  In  May,  1890,  Levi 
Edmondson  and  his  wife  were  granted  letters  of  dismissal  from 
Conoho  to  join  the  Hamilton  church.  Conoho,  in  July,  1890,  sent  John 
Cushing  and  Henry  Sherrod  as  messengers  to  a  meeting  in  the 
Hamilton  church. 

The  last  official  entry  in  the  Conoho  minutes  relating  to  the 
Hamilton  church  was  in  April,  1892,  when  M.  G.  Cherry  and  wife, 
Winnifred,  were  given  letters  of  dismissal  to  transfer  to  Hamilton. 

No  official  minutes  of  the  Hamilton  Primitive  Baptist  Church  are 
available  today,  and  little  is  known  about  its  organization  and  ac- 
tivities. However,  the  new  congregation  built  a  house  of  worship  on 
Long  Street,  near  the  present  George  Haislip  residence. 

With  Conoho  on  one  side  and  Spring  Green  on  the  other,  apparently 
no  sizable  growth  ever  resulted  at  Hamilton.  It  is  fairly  certain  that 
Elder  M.  T.  Lawrence  pastored  the  church  part  or  all  the  time  during 
its  comparatively  short  history.  It  is  believed  the  church  experienced 
a  "cool"  or  declining  period  soon  after  the  turn  of  the  century,  and 
discontinued  operations  about  the  time  of  Elder  M.  T.  Lawrence's 
death  in  August,  1913. 
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Dr.  J.  Edgar  Long  still  held  title  to  the  land  on  which  the  church 
was  built  and  sold  the  old  Primitive  Baptist  building  to  the  Hamilton 
Colored  Disciples.  The  building  was  moved  over  to  South  Street  where 
it  now  stands  abandoned. 

Little  can  be  learned  now  about  them,  but  it  is  believed  the  colored 
Disciples  in  Hamilton  did  not  pursue  plans  for  a  church  of  their  own 
there. 

The  following  item  appeared  in  the  Tarboro  Southerner  on  Sep- 
tember 27,  188,  about  the  church:  "The  Primitive  Baptists  are 
building  a  church  in  Hamilton." 

Hamilton  Church  of  Christ 

Organized  November  26,  1946,  the  Hamilton  Church  of  Christ  first 
held  its  services  in  a  vacant  building  known  as  J.  B.  Everett's  store. 
The  Rev.  Harvey  C.  Bream,  Sr.,  and  his  wife  conducted  a  three-weeks 
revival,  25  adults  and  five  children  attending  the  first  service.  Five 
churches,  Zion's  Chapel,  Hassell,  Rosemary,  Macedonia  and  Tran- 
ster's  Creek,  were  represented. 

Officers  elected  at  the  organization  meeting  were:  C.  H. 
Gardner  and  Tom  Respass,  elders;  Joseph  C.  Williams  and  Willie 
Edmondson,  deacons;  Mrs.  Milton  Johnson,  clerk;  Willie  Edmondson, 
treasurer  ;  Edmondson,  Garner  and  Respass,  trustees. 

Plans  were  made  immediately  to  purchase  a  lot  and  erect  a 
building  on  a  Front  Street  site  across  from  the  school  building.  Builder 
Albert  Gurkin  was  chosen  to  erect  the  structure,  and  on  April  20,  1947, 
the  cornerstone  was  laid.  The  new  church  was  dedicated  on  August  31, 
1947,  when  the  Rev.  R.  F.  Butler  preached  the  sermon.  The  debt 
cleared,  the  church  membership  burned  the  mortgage  on  November 
23,  1947. 

In  1962  four  Sunday  school  rooms  and  two  rest  rooms  were  added, 
and  in  January,  1966,  the  Rev.  Cecil  Davis  was  called  to  serve  as  full- 
time  minister. 

Charter  members  at  Hamilton  Church  of  Christ  were:  Irving 
Baker,  Willie  Edmondson,  Shad  Edmondson,  C.  H.  Gardner  and  wife, 
John  Hardison,  Mrs.  Milton  Johnson,  Kenneth  Leggett,  Lillie  Price, 
Eva  Raynor,  T.  F.  Respass,  Joe  Williams  and  Barbara  Johnson. 

The  first  minister  was  the  Rev.  D.  A.  Hudson,  who  served  from 
December,  1946,  to  October,  1949.  The  present  minister  is  Garland  C. 
Bland,  who  began  his  pastorate  in  August,  1973. 

The  following  officers  are  now  serving  the  105-member 
congregation:  Joseph  Williams,  Bruce  Stalls  and  Jesse  Scott,  elders; 
Spencer  Raynor,  Virgil  Scott,  Noah  Bennett,  Gordon  Hinson,  Weston 
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Gales  Yeates,  Jimmy  Earl  Edmondson  and  Samuel  Taylor,  deacons; 
Mrs.  Linda  Edmondson,  clerk. 
Information  gained  from  Mrs.  Linda  Edmondson. 

Hassell  Pentecostal  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

Organized  in  1948,  the  Hassell  Pentecostal  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  soon  bought  the  old  Hassell  Christian  Church  building. 

Little  could  be  learned  about  the  history  of  the  church,  but  Mrs. 
Virginia  Williams  was  quite  active  in  the  church  for  a  number  of  years. 
Other  leaders  included:  Asa  Bullock,  George  Bullock,  0.  C.  Butler 
and  others. 

The  45-member  congregation  has  full-time  services.  The  present 
deacons  are :  Tom  Haislip,  Walter  Gossett  and  Danny  Butler. 

Information  about  the  church  was  obtained  from  Mrs.  Staton 
Leggett. 

Hamilton  Pentecostal  Holiness  Church 
Largely  through  the  efforts  of  S.  J.  Williams,  William  C.  Dunning 
and  interested  supporters,  Hamilton  Pentecostal  Holiness  Church  was 
organized  on  December  1, 1963.  The  charter  members  were:  William 
Dunning,  Linda  Hollis,  Gail  Beach,  Jeanette  Baker,  Dennis  Leggett, 
Ina  Dunning  and  Ellen  Dunning.  Leggett  was  named  the  first  deacon. 

Located  on  Highway  125  across  from  the  Beaunit  plant,  the  church 
has  34  members,  and  services  are  held  each  Sunday 

The  first  minister,  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Dunning,  served  from  1963  until 
1968,  returning  in  1970  to  continue  his  pastorate  up  to  the  present  time. 
W.  0.  For  man  served  in  1968  and  1969,  and  Larry  Nicholson  was  pastor 
in  1969. 

Information  about  the  church  was  obtained  from  Mrs.  Lizzie  Taylor, 
secretary  and  treasurer. 

Ebenezer  A.M.E.  Zion  Methodist  Church 

All  the  official  records  of  Ebeneezer  A.M.E.  Zion  Methodist  Church 
in  Hamilton  were  destroyed  by  fire  in  1944,  but  a  few  of  the  historical 
facts  about  the  church  have  been  gained  from  various  sources. 

The  church  apparently  was  organized  in  1884,  for  on  October  21, 
that  year,  the  trustees  purchased  a  lot  on  South  Street.  There  were 
twelve  trustees  but  only  the  names  of  Dempsey  Sealy,  W.  W.  Close, 
George  Bennett  and  Washington  Williams  are  of  known  record  today. 

Construction  work  on  the  house  of  worship  was  slow,  and  the  new 
congregation  worshiped  in  a  public  schoolhouse  near  Roanoke  River. 

Mrs.  Turner  Ward  was  one  of  the  active  members,  giving  much  of 
her  time  to  the  church  and  offering  valuable  assistance  to  those  con- 
nected with  it. 
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Listed  among  its  pastors  are:     A.  S.  Edwards,  under  whose 

pastorate  the  church  building  was  renovated;    Hunter,  C.  S. 

Graham,  Horton,  Franklin,  W.  V.  Ormond,  Mc- 
Millan and  wife,  T.  W.  Blankenship,  Frank  Harris,  and  Jonah  Palin. 
The  Rev.  Alexander  Green  is  the  present  pastor. 

Information  about  Ebenezer  was  gained  from  Mitchell  Peterson 
and  Fred  Howell. 

Weeping  Mary  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  Hassell 
Weeping  Mary  Missionary  Baptist  Church  was  organized  about 

1890  in  the  town  of  Hassell,  the  congregation  holding  services  in  an  old 

hall  for  about  ten  years. 
Largely  through  the  efforts  of  Bell  Williams,  a  new  church 

building  was  erected  in  1900,  and  was  used  for  the  first  time  about  two 

years  later. 

Among  the  early  deacons  were:  George  Wynne,  Jason  Howard, 
Henry  Parker  and  Walter  Slade. 

Fire  destroyed  the  church  building  in  February,  1973,  an  the  Hassell 
congregation  is  now  worshiping  with  the  Baptist  church  in  Parmele. 
No  immediate  plans  have  been  made  to  build  a  new  church. 

Information  about  Weeping  Mary  was  gained  from  Mrs.  Mary 
Lawrence. 

Jones  Chapel  Primitive  Baptist  Church 

Jones  Chapel  Primitive  Baptist  Church,  located  on  Highway  42  from 
the  old  Salsbury  schoolhouse,  was  organized  in  1892,  but  little  can  be 
learned  about  its  early  history.  The  records  show  that  a  deed,  dated 
March  24, 1892,  was  given  by  H.  J.  Haislip  and  wife,  and  Robert  Council 
and  wife,  to  the  ''Primitive  Baptist  congregation,  known  as  Jones 
Chapel,  colored." 

Arthur  Cherry  is  credited  with  the  formation  of  the  church.  The 
early  deacons  were  Simon  Cherry  and  John  Cherry.  The  present 
deacon  is  Mr.  Cof field. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Farmer  of  Bethel  is  the  present  pastor  of  the  15- 
member  congregation. 

Information  gained  from  Manson  Council. 

Sycamore  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

Located  on  Hamilton  Main  Street  near  Roanoke  River,  the 
Sycamore  Missionary  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  1892.  George 
Gillam,  Mark  Mitchell  and  Lum  Staton  were  among  the  first  deacons. 

Serving  the  130-member  church  as  present  deacons  are:  Askew 
Brown,  Alton  Ward,  Warren  Ward,  Mark  Duggins,  Griffin  Williams, 
Ernest  Randolph  and  C.  S.  Thompson,  the  latter  having  been  a 
member  of  the  church  for  53  years. 
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Their  tenure  dates  unknown,  the  following  ministers  have  served  the 
church:  H.  H.  Hall,  Willie  Sharp,  Wheeler  Staton,  C.  P.  Briley,  Frank 
W.  Davis  and  M.  E.  Reddick. 

Information  about  Sycamore  was  gained  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  S. 

Thompson. 

Lynn  Chapel  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

Located  on  the  road  from  the  J.  S.  Ayers  home  on  Highway  125  to  the 
Hamilton-Palmyra  road,  Lynch  Chapel  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
was  founded  about  1912.  Gus  Lynch  and  others  organized  the  church. 
Among  the  other  leaders  in  the  formative  years  were  Scott  Pittman 
and  Slade  Williams. 

The  Rev.  Moses  Exum  is  the  present  pastor,  and  Bozo  Perry  is 
currently  serving  as  deacon. 

Perry  supplied  the  information  about  Lynn  Chapel. 

Macedonia  Missionary  Baptist 

Located  on  Highway  42,  not  far  from  the  Williamston-Hamilton  road, 
Macedonia  Missionary  Baptist  Church  was  founded  in  1925. 

Little  of  the  church  history  is  available.  Presenty,  it  has  45  members 
on  its  roll,  and  the  Rev.  H.  H.  Moore  is  the  current  pastor. 

Information  about  Macedonia  Missionary  Baptist  was  obtained 
from  the  Rev.  George  Brown. 

Hamilton  Holiness  Church  of  God  in  Christ 
The  Hamilton  Holiness  Church  of  God  in  Christ  was  organized  about 
1928,  largely  through  the  leadership  and  work  of  Mrs.  Mamie  Jenkins 
and  Mrs.  Mary  Harrison. 

Services  were  first  held  in  private  homes,  but  a  frame  building 
was  soon  erected.  When  the  first  church  burned,  it  was  replaced  by  a 
cinder  block  building  on  West  Salsbury  Street. 

The  Rev.  Clarence  Dunlap  is  the  current  pastor,  and  William 
Manning  and  John  Bridgett  are  presently  serving  as  deacons. 
Information  about  the  church  was  gained  from  Ruth  Myers. 
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CHAPTER  XI 

GOOSE  NEST  TOWNSHIP  CHURCHES 

Conoho  Primitive  Baptist  Church 

Conoho  Primitive  Baptist  Church,  originally  called  Log  Chapel,  is 
rich  in  history,  dating  back  to  its  founding  in  1794  and  on  down  to  the 
last  worship  services  there  in  late  March,  1970,  a  span  of  176  years. 

It  was  at  Conoho  Log  Chapel,  located  a  few  miles  out  of  Oak  City  on 
the  Hobgood  road,  that  the  Missionary  Baptist  Movement  came  into 
North  Carolina  in  the  form  of  a  query,  relating  to  missions.  Martin 
Ross,  a  native  of  Williams  Township,  Martin  County,  and  a  prominent 
minister  in  this  section  of  the  state,  submitted  the  query,  and  later 
spread  the  missionary  movement  to  several  northeastern  counties, 
including  Bertie  and  Perquimans  especially.  Ross  is  buried  in  the 
Bethel  Churchyard  in  Perquimans  County. 

Following  the  submission  of  the  query  before  he  Kehukee 
Association,  meeting  at  Conoho  on  Friday  before  the  first  Sunday  in 
October,  1803,  the  missionary  movement,  as  far  as  Primitive  Baptists 
were  concerned,  after  presenting  itself  at  intervals,  was  finally  laid  to 
rest  in  1827,  when  the  Old  Line  Baptists  rejected  the  "new  thing."  The 
missionary-inclined  Baptists  moved  out  in  all  directions,  but  the 
Primitive  Baptists  held  to  their  creed.  Conoho  held  to  the  original 
creed  until  William  A.  (Billy)  Long,  the  last  surviving  member,  passed 
away  on  March  28,  1970. 

Elder  C.  B.  Hassell  and  his  son,  Elder  Sylvester,  in  their  church 
history,  review  Conoho's  records  from  its  founding  in  1794  to  1885,  as 
follows : 

"This  church  was  formerly  a  branch  of  the  church  at  Flat  Swamp. 
She  was  dismissed  from  that  body  and  constituted  an  independent 
body  in  1794.  Shortly  thereafter  she  called  on  Elder  Amos  Harrell 
(then  a  member  of  the  church  at  Sandy  Run,  Bertie  County)  to  take  the 
pastoral  care,  which  he  accepted,  and  continued  her  oastor  for  spvpral 
years.  After  Elder  Harrell's  death,  Elder  Benjamin  Joyner  served  her 
as  pastor  some  time,  and  was  succeeded  by  Elder  Jonathan  Cherry. 
After  his  death  she  was  without  a  settled  pastor  for  several  years, 
Elder  William  Hyman  serving  her  as  occasional  pastor  for  a  number  of 
years.  In  1852  Elder  Blount  Cooper  was  chosen  her  pastor,  and  this  of- 
fice he  filled  very  acceptably  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  or  about  July,  1854.  He  had,  however,  been  preaching  for  them  since 
1839.  For  some  years  then  she  was  without  a  pastor.  In  1860  two  of  her 
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members,  viz.,  William  F.  Bell  and  John  W.  Purvis,  were  ordained  to 
the  administration  of  gospel  ordinances  by  a  presbytery  composed  of 
Elders  C.  B.  Hassell  and  William  A.  Ross.  And  as  the  church  would 
make  no  choice  between  them,  they  both  acted  in  the  capacity  of 
pastor  until  Elder  Bell  took  his  membership  to  another  church,  and 
then  the  church  called  on  Elder  Purvis  to  take  the  pastoral  care.  He 
served  them  till  his  death  in  1880.  Elder  M.  T.  Lawrence,  a  grandson  of 
Elder  Joshua  Lawrence,  has  been  their  pastor  since.  He  was  licensed 
in  1878,  and  ordained  in  1880.  This  church  has  been  greatly  blessed  by 
ingatherings,  so  that  it  is  now  a  large  body.  Besides  those  named 
already,  this  church  has  received  the  ministerial  labors  of  Elders 
William  W.  K.  Philpot,  C.  B.  Hassell,  David  House,  William  A.  Ross, 
John  Stamper,  R.  H.  Harris  and  John  H.  Daniel.  Her  stated  meetings 
are  the  third  Sunday  and  Saturday  before  in  each  month. 

"For  many  years  John  Bryan  was  considered  the  leading 
member  in  this  body  as  a  disciplinarian,  and  was  not  thought  to  be 
surpassed  in  this  regret  by  anyone  belonging  to  the  churches  of  the 
Kehukee  Association.  He  died  in  July,  1865.  Elder  Blount  Cooper  and 
wife  were  received  members  of  this  church  in  1839.  At  the  December 
meeting,  1851,  Elder  J.  W.  Purvis  was  received  to  membership,  and  in 
November,  1853,  licensed  to  exercise  his  gifts. 

"Elder  C.  B.  Hassell  was  called  on  to  serve  the  church  as  pastor 
in  1854;  he  declined  to  accept,  but  agreed  to  serve  her  until  a  pastor 
could  be  had.  Elder  Bell  was  received  a  member  of  this  church  from 
Lawrence's  in  May,  1858.  Brother  Archibald  Staton  was  for  many 
years  clerk  of  the  church.  Brother  Joseph  C.  Hoard  is  the  present 
clerk.  The  members  have  a  well-built  and  spacious  meeting  house  in 
which  to  worship,  seven  miles  west  of  Hamilton,  measures  for  the 
building  of  which  were  first  adopted  in  1850.  Benjamin  Martin  and  S. 
R.  Harrell  were  deacons  for  many  years.  The  present  (1885)  number 
of  members  is  one  hundred  and  ten." 

The  whereabouts  of  the  early  Conoho  minutes  are  not  certain.  It  was 
learned  unofficially  that  some  of  the  first  minutes  were  sent  to  the 
Primitive  Baptist  Library  at  Elon  College.  However,  the  1874-1949 
minutes  were  found  in  the  hands  of  Elder  E.  C.  Harrison  near  Bear 
Grass. 

In  those  minutes  are  found  names  of  church  members,  ministers  and 
moderators,  but  not  necessarily  the  pastors: 

Listed  among  the  ministers  and  moderators  during  the  1874-1947 
period  were: 

M.  T.  Lawrence,  John  W.  Purvis,  Archibald  Staton,  Sylvester 
Hassell,  Martin  and  Bell  in  1874;  John  Ross  (1875),  Ben  Martin, 
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B.  Allsbrook  (1876),  J.  T.  Lawrence,    Heme  (1878),   

Frederick  (1879),  Levy  Rogerson,  R.  H.  Harris,  William  Cushing 

(1880),  Warren,  1881;  Stephen  Out terbridge,  "Nathan  Worsley 

(1884),  Whit  Davis  (1885),  John  P.  Salsbury  (1886),  Strickland 

(1887),  Justis  Everett  (1889),  Samuel  Moore  (1890),  Henry  Sherrod 
(1892),  S.  R.  Ross  (1896),  M.  F.  Smith  (1897),  Isaac  Jones,  A.  L. 

Harrison,  Elder  Broom,  Leggett  (1898),  King  White  (1899),  John 

Harrell,  Lundy  Patterson,  S.  Moore  (1900),  Mc.  P.  Smith  (1901),  W.  F. 
Staton,  Sylvester  Hassell  (1903),  George  Grimes,  Staton  Bland  (1907), 
Frank  Farmer  (1912).  In  1913  Elder  W.  B.  Strickland  succeeded  M.  T. 
Lawrence  who  served  as  pastor  for  a  number  of  years  until  his  death  in 
August,  1913;  J.  B.  Harrell,  H.  D.  Jenkins  (1913),  D.  F.  Roberson 
(1915) ;  W.  R.  Grimes  succeeded  W.  B.  Strickland  in  June,  1927;  W.  E. 
Staton  (1928),  J.  S.  Johnson  (1930),  E.  Stephenson  (1946),  J.  D.  Fly 
(1947). 

The  following  were  listed  as  members  of  Conoho  Primitive  Baptist 
Church  in  the  early  1870s,  possibly  1874: 

White:  Archibald  Staton,  Benjamin  Martin,  John  W.  Purvis,  James 
Hyman,  J.  L.  G.  Harrell,  James  Vick,  William  Cushing,  John  Harrell, 
Henry  L.  Sherrod,  Joseph  C.  Hoard,  Charles  Cowey,  Thomas 
Lawrence,  J.  L.  G.  Davis,  Whit  Davis,  Thomas  Davis,  Joseph  Long, 
Aleana  Dempsey,  Lafayette  House,  M.  D.  House,  Kneedham 
(Needham)  Hyman,  Mack  G.  Cherry,  Moses  Harrell,  Willis  Weathers- 
bee,  Gracy  Purvis,  Winny  Linch,  Elizabeth  Staton,  Elizabeth  Hyman, 
Mary  F.  Harrell,  Margaret  H.  Hodges,  Harriett  Mitchell,  Catherine 
Hodges,  Eliza  House,  Caroline  Whitaker,  Elizabeth  Dempsey, 
Elizabeth  Price,  Emma  Harrell,  Delila  Philpott,  Caroline  Cole,  Jane 
Burnett,  Emily  Hyman,  Annis  Cox,  P.  W.  Martin,  Tilitha  Harrell, 
Elizabeth  Brown,  Harriett  Cross,  Catherine  Harrell,  Louiza  Cook, 
Martha  Long,  Charita  Harrell,  Lidia  A.  Weathersbee,  Elizabeth 
Hoard,  Winny  Davis,  Mary  Ann  Cowey,  Abby  Bland,  Henrietta 
Bowers,  Fanny  Downing,  Allis  House,  Vaney  Mitchell,  Fanney 
Holland,  Florence  Johnson,  Emiliza  Staton,  Anney  Dempsey, 
Margaret  Medford,  Sarah  Grimes,  Nancy  W.  Cherry,  Selah  Ann  Jones, 
Dolley  Johnson,  Telitha  Hyman,  Lucinda  Bell,  Dorah  House,  Elizabeth 
Medford,  Elizabeth  House,  Polly  Davis,  Hatty  Mitchell,  Sarah  W. 
Lynch,  Frances  Jones,  Lucy  Bland,  Anney  Taylor,  Loanza  Bradley, 
Burther  House,  Bettie  Dempsey,  Salley  Cox,  Charity  Johnson,  Clarkey 
Long,  Chloe  Ann  Burnett,  Vancy  Davis,  Fanny  Grimes,  Mary  Winsford 
Edmondson,  Cary  Pippin,  Martha  L.  Minton. 

The  following  were  listed  as  colored  members  in  the  church:  Ubal 
Bell,  Peter  Thompson,  Adam  Taylor,  Fed  Staton,  Harry  Staton,  Adam 
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Williams,  Robert  Williams,  Delsy  Williams,  Jacy  Staton,  Jimmy 
Staton,  Judy  Williams,  Catie  Williams,  Sabina  Worsley,  Sarah  Taylor, 
Fany  Harrell,  Melvina  Walker,  Mary  Brown,  Mary  Harrell,  Jimy 
Williams,  Augustas  Jones,  Samuel  Cross,  Richard  Jones,  Cuff  Eborn, 
Ishmel  Hyman,  Agga  Carson,  Harriett  Hyman,  Kesiah  Jones,  Matilda 
Williams,  Harriett  Cross,  Winney  Hooker,  Eliza  Williams,  Caracy 
Williams,  Casandy  Hyman,  Juda Hyman,  Matilda  Maning,  Kempa  (?) 
Thompson,  Luvenia  Staton,  Tempa  Williams,  Clarcey  Hooker,  Edna 
Staton,  Margaret  Howell,  Lucy  Walker,  Lucy  Williams,  Teny  Hooker, 
Prissy  Bell,  Vena  Staton,  Hannah  Cofield,  Hannay  Knight,  Leah 
Howell,  Samyann  Close,  Mary  Ann  Staton,  Nancy  Thomson,  Prince 
Eborn. 

A  later  listing  of  members  included  these  not  previously  listed: 
John  Savage,  Frederick  Harrell,  Levy  Edmondson,  Labyarous  (?) 
Cross,  Martin  Johnson,  Blake  Harrell,  Dorah  Long,  Hattie  Harris, 
Amy  Bellflower,  Fany  Staton  Bass  (Died  in  1889),  Mary  Ann  Ward, 
Nancy  Glisson,  Mancy  Jane  Long,  Jenet  Hyman,  Ann  Julina  Savage, 
Bartily  Lynch,  W.  K.  Pippin,  Benjamin  A.  Price,  Fred  Price,  John  G. 
Mizell,  Edward  Woodard,  Wm,  W.  Savage,  N.  M.  Worsley,  Jesse 
Johnson,  W.  K.  Williams,  Kenneth  Rainer,  Abel  Thomas,  Salley  Curry, 
Ida  E.  Hines,  Madora  T.  Vick,  Sue  W.  Brislow,  Jennie  Cushing,  Pennie 
Grimes,  M.  E.  Haskett,  PattieEtheridge,  Sarah  Ranor,  Bettie  Harrell, 
Nancy  A.  Neil  (?),  Bettie  Price,  Liddia  Harrell,  Lucy  Turner,  Frances 
Brinkley,  Mary  Crissenberry,  Nora  Johnson,  Fannie  Newsom,  Laura 
Etheridge. 

The  following  colored  were  listed  as  members  some  time  after  1874, 
in  addition  to  those  listed  earlier:  Jeny  Dickens,  Ella  Jones,  Harriett 
Shields,  Rose  Cherry  and  Frances  Pitt. 

Names  of  the  clerks  from  1870s  include:  Joseph  C.  Hoard  succeeded 
Archibald  Staton  in  1876;  N.  K.  Pippen,  1890;  Justus  Everett,  1896-1898; 
N.  M.  Worsley,  1898;  in  July,  1920,  N.  M.  Worsley  resigned  as  clerk  and 
he  was  succeeded  by  B.  L.  Johnson  and  S.  L.  Johnson,  assistant;  Sallie 
L.  Johnson,  1938. 

Some  of  the  deacons  and  trustees  serving  the  church  at  various 
times  were:  John  Harrell  and  Blake  Harrell,  1886;  R.  H.  Burnett  who 
succeeded  C.  W.  Cowey,  1900;  J.  B.  Harrell,  George  Grimes,  and  N.  M. 
Worsley,  1905;  Sylvester  Grimes.  1940. 

In  1900  Conoho  had  24  colored  female  and  five  colored  male  mem- 
bers. In  time,  the  church  became  segregated,  some  of  the 
members  dying  and  others  leaving  there  to  form  churches  of  their 
own. 
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Kenneth  Harrell  was  named  treasurer  in  1884,  succeeding  S.  R. 
Harrell,  deceased.  Thomas  Burnett  was  treasurer  in  1892,  and  John 
Harrell  was  temporary  treasurer  in  1896. 

The  salary  of  the  pastors  in  those  days  was  small,  the  December, 
1896,  minutes  showing  where  the  congregation  increased  Elder  M.  T. 
Lawrence's  salary  from  $8  to  $10  a  month. 

In  September,  1878,  Conoho  discussed  the  ordination  of  colored 
ministers  in  the  association,  but  no  action  was  taken. 

The  Conoho  congregation  in  September,  188,  ruled  that  4 'Sister" 
Bass  "had  committed  no  wrong  in  marrying  a  divorced  man." 

Ish  Hyman,  W.  F.  Cross  and  Augusta  Jones  were  granted 
dismissions  from  Conoho  to  constitute  a  church  near  Ish  Hyman 's 
home.  Nothing  is  to  be  learned  today  about  the  church. 

Conoho  ordained  or  licensed  at  least  three  ministers  from  1876  on, 
including:  M.  T.  Lawrence,  1876;  J.  T.  Lawrence,  1878;  Peter 
Thompson,  1886. 

William's  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 

Much  history  centers  around  Williams'  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Goose  Nest  Township  on  the  road  leading  from  Hamilton  to 
Palmyra,  or  the  "River  Road." 

Facts  about  the  early  church  are  not  too  definite,  but  Williams' 
Chapel  Methodist  is  listed  among  the  oldest,  if  not  the  oldest  of  that 
denomination  in  the  county.  Bishop  Francis  Asbury  in  his  "Journal," 
under  date  of  February,  27, 1804,  said  he  rode  from  Williamston  to  Col. 
Samuel  Williams,  twenty  miles.  He  mentioned  Williams'  Chapel  and 
Taylor's  Ferry.  Asbury  was  in  the  county  back  in  1792,  and  it  could  be 
that  he  visited  the  Samuel  Williams  plantation  and  planted  the  seeds  of 
Methodism  on  the  nearly  self-sustaining  property  there.  In  many 
areas  during  the  early  years  of  the  nation  the  plantations  provided  just 
about  every  need  for  the  owners,  their  families  and  slaves.  It  is  likely 
Samuel  Williams  had  a  small  chapel  on  his  lands,  serving  the  family, 
friends  and  workers. 

Other  than  the  references  made  by  Bishop  Asbury,  little  is  known 
about  the  early  Williams'  Chapel  church  and  its  founding. 

Back  in  1959,  Miss  Margaret  Everett,  member  of  a  well-known 
county  family  and  who  died  not  too  long-ago,  wrote  interestingly  of 
Williams'  Chapel,  as  follows: 

"Williams'  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  four  miles  from 
Palmyra  on  the  Hamilton  highway  which,  in  the  days  of  our  grand- 
fathers, was  a  star  route  or  post  road  and  still  earlier  was  a  stage  road. 
"The  present  church  building  was  erected  around  1900  when  the 
congregation  needed  a  large  structure  and  wanted  a  location  nearer 
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WILLIAMS'  CHAPEL  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH.— 
Possibly  the  oldest  organized  congregation  of  this  denomination  in 
Martin  County,  Williams'  Chapel  is  first  mentioned  in  Bishop 
Francis  Asbury's  Journal  of  February  28,  1803.  It  was  located  on 
lands  of  the  Williams  family,  one  of  the  most  prominent  in  the  early 
history  of  the  county,  several  miles  northwest  of  Hamilton.  The 
building  pictured  was  built  sometime  since  1900. 
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the  highway.  The  older  church  building  sat  some  distance  to  the  rear 
of  the  present  one.  It  is  of  the  first  building  that  this  little  narrative  is 
centered.  It  was  rectangular  in  form  and  of  the  country  meeting-house 
style,  without  a  steeple.  It  was  constructed  of  substantial  material, 
almost  rare  woodwork  and  pretty  windows  and  doors.  Inside,  the  walls 
were  of  heavy  white  plaster.  There  was  the  slave  gallery,  high  up  in 
the  rear,  and  the  pulpit  was  at  the  opposite  end  on  a  platform.  The 
pews  were  of  the  high  back  type,  and  ran  from  the  walls  toward  the 
center,  leaving  a  narrow  aisle. 

4  The  deed  for  the  first  one-acre  site  was  given  January  28,  1832,  by 
David  Williams,  the  grandfather  of  John  Paul  William  Kearney  (Billy 
K.)  Williams,  to  W.  W.  Williams  for  the  erection  of  a  house  of  worship 
for  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  which  was  called  Williams' 
Chapel. 

"The  Rev.  W.  W.  Williams,  referred  to  in  the  deed  as  a  trustee,  was 
also  an  early  pastor  of  the  church.  Another  early  pastor  was  the  Rev. 
R.  L.  Carson,  whose  wife  was  a  Williams  and  whose  son,  Dr.  W.  L. 
Carson,  lived  and  died  in  the  church  community. 

"Barbara  Arrington,  of  Warren  County,  was  the  wife  of  William 
Kearney  Williams.  She  was  a  deeply  pious  and  active  member  of  this 
church.  Possessed  of  a  good  mind,  she  was  highly  cultivated  by 
education  and  reading.  In  her  family  she  was  a  ministering  angel,  and 
she  was  also  an  ornament  in  society.  She  did  all  she  could  to  improve 
and  elevate  the  poor,  the  hungry  and  destitute,  and  was  a  valuable 
member  of  the  community.  Zealous  in  her  Savior's  name,  she  shed  a 
holy  influence  upon  all  around  her.  She  was  born  in  1823  and  died  in 
1861.  In  1841  she  organized  the  Sunday  school  which  owed  its  existence 
for  a  number  of  years  mainly  to  her  zeal  and  energy.  She  was  a 
working  Christian  and  a  zealous  promoter  of  all  the  church's  interests. 
All  of  these  expressions  of  praise  and  emulation  were  stated  and 
written  following  her  death  by  her  pastor,  the  Rev.  R.  L.  Carson. 

"Partly  circling  the  old  church  building  was  the  burial  ground 
for  the  families  who  were  members  there.  Many  elaborate  markers, 
long  slabs  and  uprights  bearing  lengthy  and  interesting  inscriptions 
and  insignia,  covered  a  sizable  area.  Green  ivy,  creeping  lightly  over 
the  ground  and  stones,  gave  a  softness  and  beauty  to  the  sacred  spot. 

"The  old  church  building  was  sold,  torn  down  and  carted  away  in 
1900,  and  all  the  interesting  old  markers  vanished  some  years  ago.  No 
one  knows  what  became  of  them.  Some  think  antique  dealers  carried 
them  away.  Their  disappearance  still  remains  a  mystery. 

"The  present  church  has  only  some  shrubbery  planted  near  it,  a 
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number  of  oak  trees  and  ample  parking  space.  The  cemetery  at  the 
present  church  is  to  the  rear. 

"During  the  early  eighteen  hundreds  and  until  after  the  Civil  War 
this  church  had  a  number  of  wealthy  Williams  families,  their  relatives 
and  neighbors.  Some  family  names  of  those  who  intermarried  with  the 
Williamses  were:  Tunstal,  Dawson,  Thompson,  Jones,  Carson, 
Arrington  and  others. 

"There  were  a  dozen  or  more  substantial  and  imposing  homes  on 
the  road  between  Hamilton  and  Palmyra,  occupied  mostly  by  those 
families.  They  owned  large  plantations,  many  slaves  and  had  their 
summer  home  in  Warren  County  near  Panacea  Springs.  Some  out- 
standing members  of  these  Williams  families  who  were  recognized  for 
their  integrity,  culture  and  affluence,  included:  the  Rev.  W.  W.,  Col. 
Joe,  Dr.  Hampden-Sydney,  John  P.,  Billy  K.,  and  David  Williams,  the 
latter  having  given  land  for  the  first  church  building. 

"Williams'  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  named  for  the 
Williams  families  who  largely  composed  its  early  membership  and 
who  founded,  supported  and  gave  promotion  to  it  through  many  years, 
is  a  member  of  the  N.  C.  Conference  of  the  Rocky  Mount  district.  It  has 
been  in  several  circuits,  including  Williams  ton,  Scotland  Neck,  Bat- 
tleboro,  Robersonville,  and  is  now  in  the  Hobgood  circuit.  The  Rev.  R. 
L.  Jones  pastored  both  the  Hobgood  and  Williams'  Chapel  church  in 
August,  1959." 

Later  history  about  Williams'  Chapel  was  gained  from  Mrs.  Henry 
Early.  Th  25  active  members  recently  renovated  the  church  and  in- 
stalled new  windows,  and  a  full-time  worship  schedule  is  now 
maintained. 

Among  the  ministers  who  have  served  the  church  include :  the  Revs. 
Jones,  Williams,  Holloway,  Carson,  Tyson,  Jerry  Smith,  Benny  Tripp, 
Robert  Hill,  Dan  Winstead,  Clarke,  and  Owens.  The  Rev.  Calvin 
Trueblood  is  the  present  pastor. 

Robert  Bryant  is  chairman  of  the  board  of  stewards;  Mrs.  Donnie 
Smith,  woman's  work  leader;  Lester  Early,  administrative  board 
chairman;  Mrs.  Julian  Mizell,  conference  chairman;  and  Mrs.  Paul 
Rogister,  chairman  of  church  council  on  ministry. 

The  trustees  are:  Cecil  Brown,  chairman  and  treasurer;  Jesse 
Harrell,  M.  L.  Roberson,  Irving  Hyman,  Lester  Early,  Robert  Bryant, 
Donnie  Smith,  Paul  Rogister  and  Mary  Thompson. 

Oak  City  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
When  first  organized  in  1899,  Oak  City  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
was  called  Conoho.  Other  than  the  names  of  the  founders,  little  is 
known  about  the  church  until  January  14, 1902,  whenlhe  East  Carolina 
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Land  Improvement  Corporation  deeded  Lots  Nos.  16  and  17  in  Block  B, 
town  of  Goose  Nest,  to  Z.  M.  Whitehurst,  J.  T.  Savage,  John  Brown,  W. 
A.  Casper  and  L.  J.  Goodrich,  trustees  of  Conoho  Missionary  Baptist 
Church.  Names  of  the  organizers  were:  Sam  Casper,  Jerry  Casper, 
Ben  Casper,  Will  Casper,  Mary  M.  Johnson,  Celia  Casper,  Minnie  E. 
Hyman  and  J.  C.  Ross,  Sr. 

The  church  name  was  changed  when  the  town  became  known  as 
Oak  City.  Enjoying  a  marked  growth,  the  congregation  later  pur- 
chased additional  land,  and  the  church  plant  has  been  enlarged  and 
remodeled  several  times,  making  available  adequate  space  for 
religious  and  educational  activities.  More  recently  a  brick  parsonage 
was  built. 

The  Rev.  J.  Hyman  is  remembered  among  the  early  pastors.  On 
June  9,  1974,  the  Rev.  Edward  C.  Minor  succeeded  the  Rev.  Harry 
Fowler  as  pastor.  The  new  minister,  wife  and  four  children,  Jonathan, 
Stephen,  Nathan  and  Jeanne,  moved  to  Oak  City  from  Huntsville, 
Alabama,  after  serving  churches  there  and  in  Tennessee. 

Serving  the  church  at  the  present  time  are:  Thomas  Pearson, 
chairman  of  the  board;  Billy  Hampton,  Richard  Joyner,  H.  J.  Mc- 
Cracken,  John  Sledge,  Spencer  Harrell,  Mayo  Harrell,  Clarence 
Weathersbee,  Milton  Bennett,  Sr.,  Eugene  Hyman  and  Robert  Turner. 

Information  about  Oak  City  Missionary  Baptist  was  gained  from 
Mrs.  Bertha  Piland  Redding  and  Thomas  Pearson. 

Oak  City  Christian  Church 

Under  the  guiding  influence  of  the  Rev.  James  M.  Perry,  Oak  City 
Christian  Church  was  organized  in  1919,  the  youngest  of  the 
denomination  in  the  county.  Little  is  now  available  about  the  early 
history  of  the  church,  but  Perry  was  the  first  minister,  preaching 
every  second  Sunday  afternoon.  The  25-member  church,  with  Thomas 
W.  Davenport,  clerk,  was  enrolled  in  the  North  Carolina  Missionary 
Society  on  November  6,  1919. 

In  1921,  C.  B.  Mashburn  conducted  a  meeting  and  added  28 
members  to  the  roll.  Thirty-four  more  members  were  added  to  the  roll 
in  July,  1922,  when  Evangelist  Ben  M.  Edwards  held  a  meeting  there. 

Traceable  largely  to  the  membership  of  Principal  H.  M.  Ainsley 
and  Sidney  Mallory,  the  church  school  there  attained  an  average  at- 
tendance of  93. 

Chas.  C.  Ware  in  his  "Albemarle  Annals,"  states:  "In  December, 
1952,  three  new  church  school  rooms  had  been  built  and  equipped, 
carpeting  and  other  improvements  effected,  costing  $2,000.  A  fund  was 
started  for  new  pews.  A  new  Hammond  organ  was  installed,  Mrs. 
William  Mallory,  organist.  The  Oak  City-Hassell  pastoral  unity  was 
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set  up  on  June  12,  1955.  Then  the  church  school  had  'outgrown  its 
building'  and  a  new  educational  building  was  projected,  Spencer 
Harrell,  supervisor. 

"In  June,  1957,  the  projected  structure  had  been  completed,  ac- 
commodating six  classes  The  church  grounds  were  landscaped  by 

Jack  Smith,  and  additional  needed  land  was  acquired.  The  chairman 
of  the  building  committee  was  Sidney  Mallory. 

"A  report  in  1958  said:  'The  whole  interior  of  the  plant  will  soon  be 
decorated.  ..." 

The  roster  of  ministers  follows: 

J.  M.  Perry  (1919-1921  and  1932,  1937),  H.  T.  Bowen  (1922),  W.  T. 
Mattox  (1923),  Paul  T.  Ricks  (1924),  J.  R.  Tingles  (1925,  1926),  C.  B. 
Mashburn  (1928-1930),  Ira  W.  Langston  (1933),  B.  E.  Taylor  (1934), 
Selz  Mayo  (1935),  W.  I  Bennett  (1938,  1939),  Ray  G.  Silverthorne 
(1940),  R.  L.  Topping  (1942-1944),  L.  D.  Thomas  (1945-1946),  F.  A. 
Lilley  (1948),  O.  E.  Fox  (1949-1952),  H.  C.  Hilliard,  Sr.  (1953-1956), 
Roger  Westmoreland  (1957),  Z.  N.  Deshields  (1958-1961),  Dr.  H.  G. 
Haney  (1961-1962),  Ronald  Nichols  (1963-1966),  Dr.  Rodgers  (1967), 
Robert  Bucknam  (1968-1972).  Supply  ministers  in  1973;  Berl  Brewer 
(1974  to  the  present) .  Oak  City  Christian  went  to  a  full-time  schedule  in 
1966. 

Officers  currently  serving  the  church  are:  Jasper  Whitfield,  Robert 
A.  Haislip,  Jr.,  Marion  Smith,  board  chairman;  Ronald  Earl  Tyson, 
elders;  Mrs.  Sarah  Jones  and  Mrs.  Blonie  Mae  Turner,  deaconnesses ; 
Gilbert  Taylor,  Francis  Keel,  Thomas  Bennett,  Robert  Andrews, 
Ronnie  Barrett  and  Frank  Bunting,  deacons. 

Merritt's  Chapel  Pentecostal  Holiness  Church 
Located  on  the  road  from  Oak  City  to  Hobgood  or  Highway  125,  near 
the  Halifax  County  line,  Merritt's  Chapel  Pentecostal  Holiness  Church 
was  first  known  as  Roanoke  Pentecostal  Holiness  Church,  a  name  it 
held  until  1927. 

Other  than  the  names  of  the  ministers  little  is  known  about  the  early 
history  of  the  church,  its  organizers  and  activities. 

On  May  18, 1927,  Mark  Bunting  and  wife  gave  a  one-acre  site  near  the 
old  church  to  Bill  Warren  and  William  Raynor,  trustees  of  the  Pen 
tecostal  Holiness  Church.  A  new  house  of  worship  was  erected  and 
named  for  W.  T.  Merritt,  a  devoted  minister  in  the  Pentecostal  faith. 

Names  of  the  ministers  serving  the  church  include:  M.  S 
Paramore  (1912-1913),  J.  B.  Williams  (1914-1916),  W.  J.  Noble  (1917), 
P.  F.  Robinson  (1918-1919),  Cas  Salmon  (1920,  1923),  W.  G.  Briley 
(1921),  W.  T.  Merritt  (1922,  1924),  E.  M.  Bryant  (1925),  D.  J.  Little 
(1926),  E.  S.  Beasley  (1927),  D.  0.  Bowen  (1929-1930),  S.  Tom  Harris 
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(1931-1936),  0.  C.  Cowan  (1937-1940,  1942-1944),  1954-1957,  and  1964- 
1969),  J.  W.  Wellons  (1941),  M.  H.  Alexander  (1943),  J.  Floyd  Williams 
(1945),  L.  C.  Lassiter  (1946-1948),  W.  K.  White  (1949-1952),  Mrs.  Ida 
Phillips  (1953),  T.  V.  Hux  (1958-1962),  L.  L.  Lassiter  (1963),  and  David 
Kirkland  (1970  to  the  present). 

Information  about  Merritt's  Chapel  gained  from  Mrs.  Myrtle  Brown 
and  Mrs.  Paul  Bland. 

St.  Mark's  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

St.  Mark's  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  one  of  the  older  and  among 
the  largest  colored  congregations  now  in  the  county,  was  organized 
about  the  year  1883.  A  site  in  Oak  City  on  the  Hassell  road  was  deeded 
by  John  T.  Hyman  and  wife  to  John  Bryant  and  Warren  Bryant, 
church  trustees,  on  December  5,  1883.  Names  of  the  organizers  and 
early  members  are  not  known  today. 

Apparently  a  house  of  worship  was  soon  built,  for  it  was  renovated  in 
1968. 

Listed  among  the  pastors  are:  Jese  Williams,  (?)  Utley,  Isaac 
Reddick,  Nathan  Brown,  G.  S.  Freeman  and  M.  L.  Malburn.  The  Rev. 
Frank  Davis  is  the  present  pastor. 

Serving  the  200-member  congregation  in  official  capacities  are: 
Ben  A.  James,  B.  J.  Burnett,  Collin  Williams,  Leman  Lanier,  Jasper 
Martin  and  Harvey  L.  Parker,  deacons;  Mrs.  Blanche  Jones,  chair- 
man of  the  missionary  circle. 

Information  about  St.  Mark's  was  gained  from  B.  J.  and  P.  W. 
Burnett. 

James'  Mount  Pilgrim  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Located  on  the  Oak  City-Hobgood  road  or  Highway  125,  James' 
Mount  Pilgrm  Missionary  Baptist  Church  was  organized  about  1883. 
Little  can  be  learned  about  the  church  in  its  formative  years, 
especially  during  the  first  14  years  of  its  life.  Four  ministers,  Simon 
Slade,  Walter  Hardy,  Geofrey  Hill  and  W.  M.  Wiggins,  apparently 
pastored  the  church  from  1897  to  1932.  J.  E.  James  served  the  church 
from  1932  to  1947,  when  J.  S.  Freeman  succeeded  him  for  a  tenure 
lasting  until  1962.  The  present  pastor  started  his  service  record  in  1962 
and  continues  in  the  post  at  this  time. 

The  church  had  a  house  of  worship  prior  to  1920  when  the  present 
structure  was  built,  several  additions  and  improvements  following  at 
intervals.  The  building  is  now  being  renovated. 

The  church  has  produced  three  ministers,  as  follows:  J.  E.  James, 
who  served  the  church  for  15  years,  Eugene  Fields  and  Orren  H. 
Fields. 
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The  following  officers  are  presently  serving  the  200-member 
congregation:  Elijah  Fields,  Jr.,  Rudolph  Parker,  William  Shaw  and 
Amos  Spruill,  deacons;  Mack  Andrews,  Lecora  Dawson,  John  Fields 
and  Orren  H.  Fields,  trustees. 

Information  about  Mt.  Pilgrim  was  otained  from  Amos  Spruill. 

Jones'  Chapel  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

Located  on  the  Hamilton-Palmyra  road  in  Goose  Nest  Township, 
Jones'  Chapel  Missionary  Baptist  Church  dates  back  to  about  1884  or 
1885,  but  only  scant  information  can  be  gained  today  about  the  early 
church  and  its  activities. 

A  deed,  dated  January  14, 1885,  was  given  for  an  acre  of  land  by  W.  P. 
and  Annie  Jones,  who  were  possibly  numbered  among  its  organizers, 
to  Cary  Wilson  and  Slade  Williams,  trustees.  The  consideration  was 
$10. 

While  their  tenure  cannot  be  established  now,  the  following 
ministers  served  the  church:  W.  W.  Early,  J.  E.  Cherry,  Clyde  B. 
Walton  and  Jesse  Williams. 

Currently  serving  the  125-member  church  as  deacons  are:  Claude 
Wiggins,  Kenneth  Braswell,  Willie  Williams,  Lloyd  Weathersbee  and 
Tom  Bell,  Jr. 

Information  about  Jones'  Chapel  furnished  by  Hattie  Staton. 

St.  Paul's  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Only  limited  information  about  the  early  history  of  St.  Paul's 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  is  available  today.  However,  on  October 
10,  1893,  the  East  Carolina  Land  Improvement  Corporation  deeded  a 
site  in  the  town  of  Oak  City,  about  two  blocks  from  West  Martin  School, 
to  West  Bryant,  Lewis  Parker  and  Willie  Outerbridge.  The  site  is 
referred  to  in  the  conveyance  as  Lot  No.  2,  in  Block  L.  The  con- 
sideration was  $30.60. 
Information  about  St.  Paul's  was  gained  by  John  Dolberry . 

John  Andrews  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

Located  on  the  Hamilton-Palmyra  road  at  Burnett's  Fork,  the  John 
Andrews  Missionary  Baptist  Church  was  founded  about  1898.  A  deed 
recorded  on  July  17, 1898,  shows  that  Henry  P.  Pugh,  of  Bertie  County, 
sold  an  acre  of  land  to  Dempsey  Ebron,  Major  Ebron  and  Ham 
Williams,  trustees  of  Andrews  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

Little  is  to  be  learned  about  the  early  history  of  the  church,  but 
Harry  Hyman  was  the  first  pastor,  and  S.  P.  Green  served  as  the  first 
deacon.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Lloyd  is  the  present  pastor.  It  is  to  be  assumed 
that  the  Ebrons  and  Ham  Williams  were  among  the  organizers  of  the 
church. 

. 
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The  congregation  has  begun  construction  of  a  new  house  of  worship 
at  the  present  time. 
Information  about  the  church  was  supplied  by  Mrs.  Slade  Williams. 

Chestnut  Grove  Primitive  Baptist  Church 
Other  than  the  name  of  one  of  the  founders,  little  information  can 
be  gained  about  Chestnut  Grove  Primitive  Church,  located  on  the  road 
leading  from  Oak  City  to  the  Hamilton-Palmyra  road.  Peter  Thomp- 
son was  listed  among  the  founders,  but  the  date  or  organization  cannot 
be  learned. 

The  present  minister  is  the  Rev.  Ernest  Farmer,  of  Bethel,  and  the 
current  leaders  are:  Travis  Knight,  Frank  Bell,  Arthur  Council  and 
Roscoe  Lock. 

Information  about  Chestnut  Grove  was  supplied  by  Hattie 
Staton. 
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PART  TWO  -  EDUCATION 

CHAPTER  XII 

SCHOOLS  EARLY  CONCERN  OF  COUNTY  PEOPLE 
The  people  of  Martin  County  have  devoted  more  money,  time  and 
energy  for  the  education  of  their  children  over  the  past  200  years  than 
to  any  other  concern  of  their  existence,  unless  it  was  for  obtaining  the 
food,  clothing,  shelter  and  other  absolute  necessities  of  life  itself.  This 
applies  especially  to  public  education.  Starting  from  absolutely 
nothing,  operation  of  the  public  schools  has  developed  into  one  of  the 
most  complex  undertakings  in  the  county,  involving  as  many  people  as 
any  other  single  facet  of  community  life.  And  education  has  created— 
and  continues  to  be  the  source  of— numerous  disagreements  and 
controversies  about  methods,  especially  since  control  has  become 
more  centralized  in  recent  years. 

When  the  county  was  formed  in  1774,  there  were  no  schools  at  all,  so 
far  as  the  average  citizen  was  concerned.  What  learning  children 
received  then,  except  for  the  few  able  to  afford  boarding  schools  or 
private  tutors,  was  at  the  knees  of  their  mothers,  and  few  pioneer 
mothers  had  the  education  or  training  to  be  proficient  teachers  where 
academic  subjects  were  concerned.  During  the  early  part  of  the  19th 
century  a  few  private  schools  and  academies  were  in  operation, 
Williamston  Academy  being  among  the  earliest  to  be  formally 
organized  in  this  county,  so  far  as  can  be  learned  from  available 
records.  It  was  chartered  by  the  General  Assembly  at  its  1816  session, 
but  the  first  meeting  of  its  trustees  was  not  held  until  May  19,  1817, 
about  a  year  later,  and  construction  of  its  first  building  was  not 
completed  until  August,  1818,  another  year  later. 

There  is  one  mention  of  a  school  that  might  have  antedated  the 
Williamston  Academy,  but  the  reference  is  rather  sketchy  and  cannot 
be  pinned  down  as  definite.  That  reference  is  contained  in  minutes  of 
the  Skewarkey  Primitive  Baptist  Church,  which  sold  its  first  building 
and  held  services  in  various  places  between  1822  and  1827,  one  of  them 
being  recorded  as  "an  old  abandoned  school"  below  Gardner's  Creek. 
Since  that  building  was  referred  to  as  "old  and  abandoned"  at  that 
time,  it  very  well  could  have  dated  back  into  the  preceding  century. 
There  is  no  record  anywhere  else  of  a  school  being  located  in  that 
section  prior  to  or  around  that  time. 
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CHAPTER  Xin 


WILLIAMSTON  ACADEMY 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Williamston  Academy  trustees,  held  on 
May  19, 1817,  it  was  recorded  that  six  of  the  trustees  appointed  by  the 
legislature  in  1816  attended  and  two  had  passed  away— William  Biggs, 
Sr.,  and  Jesse  Wheatley.  Since  the  board  was  self -perpetuating,  the 
members  elected  John  Luton  and  Luke  Ross  to  replace  the  deceased 
members,  and  Joseph  Biggs  was  named  secretary.  The  secretary  was 
directed  to  prepare  a  ''subscription  paper  for  building  a  house  for  said 
academy"  by  the  next  meeting  of  the  board.  The  six  members  signing 
the  minutes  were  Edward  Yellowley,  Richard  Williams,  Sam'l 
Hyman,  James  Bennett,  William  Watts,  Joseph  Biggs. 

The  minutes  book  of  the  academy  records  all  sessions  from  the 
first  one  in  May,  1817,  to  August  10,  1890.  The  school  continued  to 
operate  after  1890,  but  there  are  no  records  to  be  found.  The  academy 
building  and  grounds  were  sold  to  trustees  of  the  graded  school  in 
Williamston  in  August,  1903.  Some  of  the  meeting  reports  are  quite 
interesting,  but  most  are  routine  in  nature.  The  accounts  of  its  work 
during  the  Civil  War  period  are  rather  skimpy.  At  first,  the  academy 
was  co-educational;  later,  separate  institutions  were  conducted  for 
male  and  female  students.  Although  the  academy  was  a  private  in- 
stitution, with  no  taxes  levied  for  its  support,  it  was  more  or  less  semi- 
public,  and  appointments  to  the  board  of  trustees  seem  to  have  been 
made  without  regard  to  political  or  religious  affiliations. 

According  to  the  minutes,  it  is  apparent  that  teachers  were  dif- 
ficult to  obtain  during  the  life  of  the  old  school,  and  many  of  the 
trustees'  meetings  were  devoted  to  accepting  resignations  or  em- 
ployment of  teaching  personnel.  Teachers  were  generally  paid 
salaries  on  a  monthly  or  term  basis,  but  there  were  occasions  when 
the  academy  building  or  buildings  were  rented  to  teachers  who  made 
their  own  financial  arrangements  with  patrons.  At  still  other  times, 
the  academies  were  turned  over  to  teachers  rent-free  to  make  out  the 
best  they  could.  Several  times  during  the  life  of  the  institution,  the 
trustees  were  assessed  or  voluntarily  agreed  to  make  up  operating 
deficits  out  of  their  own  pockets.  Then,  as  now,  the  operation  of  schools 
was  not  without  its  problems. 

There  appears  to  have  been  no  set  times  for  meetings  of  the  board  of 
trustees,  as  sessions  would  be  held  on  consecutive  days  very 
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frequently,  wnile  on  other  occasions  no  meetings  were  recorded  for 
periods  of  several  years. 

One  of  the  widest  gaps  in  meetings  occurred  during  the  Civil  War,  no 
sessions  having  been  held  by  the  trustees  from  December  27, 1861,  until 
September  28, 1864.  In  January,  1865,  it  was  recorded  that  school  had 
been  "broken  up  by  the  advance  of  the  Yankees  from  Plymouth  toward 
Hamilton,  both  by  land  and  water,  and  remained  broken  up  for  four 
weeks. "  The  late  Elder  Sylvester  Hassell  was  conducting  the  school  at 
that  time. 

Carrying  the  notation,  "Copied  from  the  Register's  office  by  C.  B. 
Hassell,"  on  the  first  page  of  the  minutes  book,  following  are  the 
"Boundaries  of  Academy  Lot— Deed  from  Samuel  Hyman  to  Trustees, 
dated  10  September,  1817.  Consideration,  $50. 

"  'Beginning  in  the  line  of  said  Town  (Williamston)  at  a  stake, 
running  thence  north  55  degrees  east  along  the  line  of  said  Town  18 
poles  to  another  stake  in  said  line,  thence  north  35  degrees  west 
(passing  4  feet  to  the  north  and  east  of  an  appletree  and  3  feet  on  the 
same  side  of  a  holly)  24  poles  to  a  small  pine  in  a  branch,  thence  up  the 
center  of  said  branch  to  a  small  gum  in  the  center  of  said  branch, 
thence  south  35  degrees  east  23  poles  to  the  town  line  aforesaid,  the 
beginning.'  " 

Pledges  for  establishment  of  the  academy  were  to  be  paid  in  two 
installments,  the  first  half  by  September  10,  1817,  and  the  second  half 
by  March  10,  1818.  Amounts  pledged  and  names  of  subscribers,  as 
listed  in  the  minutes  book  on  May  26,  1817,  by  the  secretary,  Joseph 
Biggs,  were  as  follows: 

$100:  Richard  Williams;  $60  each:  Edward  Yellowley,  Samuel 
Hyman;  $50,  Lewis  A.  Williams;  $30  each:  Luke  Ross,  Smith 
Burroughs,  Joseph  I.  Williams,  John  Griffin;  $25  each:  William  Watts, 
Joseph  Biggs,  James  Bennett,  John  Luten,  William  R.  Bennett, 
William  Darlets,  William  Roulhac,  Gabriel  L.  Stewart;  $20  each: 
Samuel  Sprewell,  Durham  Davis,  Samuel  Harrod,  Henry  Winburn, 
William  Carnal;  $15  each:  Darling  Cherry,  George  Rogers,  John 
Smithwick  (town),  William  W.  Williams,  Simmons  J.  Baker;  and 
Reuben  Carnal,  "one  horse,  since  died"; 

$10  each:  William  Martin,  Joshua  W.  Hassell,  Edmond  Griffin,  Jesse 
Pierce,  Abner  Cherry,  John  Tice,  Henry  Short,  Ebenezer  Smithwick, 
Sr.,  John  H.  Powers,  Thomas  Biggs,  Willis  Riddick,  Wilson  Sherrod, 
Mills  Eason,  John  L.  Duggan,  George  Pollard,  Levi  Yeats,  Warren 
Andrews,  Thomas  Bennett,  John  Barnhill,  John  Taylor,  James  Car- 
mer,  Jr.,  Wheatley  Gibbs,  Joshua  Robason,  Noah  Perry,  Jarrod 
Yarrell,  Joel  Bennett,  Charles  Nicholson,  Eli  McCaskey,  David 
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Latham,  Noah  Reddick,  David  Clark,  Willie  Hoard,  Charles  G.  Thain, 
William  Redding,  Joel  Smithwick,  Sr.;  $6,  Elisabeth  Wheatley;  $5 
each:  John  Ward,  Thomas  Yarrell,  Thomas  Staton,  Joseph  R.  Ballard, 
James  Moore,  Esq.,  William  Anderson,  Josiah  Reddick,  Allen  Askew, 
James  B.  Williams,  John  Smithwick,  Lewelling  Grimes,  Jonathan 
Carraway,  Michajah  Perry,  Ebenezer  Smithwick,  Sr.; 

$4  each:  Francis  Beasley,  Martin  Reddick,  Abram  Eason;  $3, 
Samuel  P.  Harris;  $2.50  each:  Lewelling  Bowers,  Silas  E.  Ballard, 
Francis  Barrow;  $2  each:  Ezekiel  W.  Wyatt,  William  Biggs,  Lawrence 
Mayo,  Hosea  Lanier,  Matthew  Nicholson,  Thomas  Reddick,  Mills 
Reddick,  Robert  Lanier;  $1  each:  James  Bonner,  Andrew  Peal,  John 
Harrison. 

Construction  of  the  Academy 

The  trustees  met  on  June  16,  1817,  when  it  was  ordered  that  Joseph 
Biggs,  Richard  Williams  and  Edward  Yellowley  be  appointed  com- 
missioners to  draw  up  plans  for  an  academy  building  and  also  be 
empowered  to  contract  for  its  construction,  their  decisions  to  be 
binding  on  the  board  of  trustees.  They  were  further  directed  to 
supervise  construction  of  the  building  and  to  have  the  work  done  as 
quickly  as  possible. 

On  April  1,  1818,  the  committee  reported  it  had  purchased  the  land 
for  $50,  contracted  with  Thomas  Grimes  to  construct  the  building  for 
$500,  and  engaged  Durham  Davis  and  Samuel  Sprewell  to  furnish  the 
lumber  for  $386.  They  also  requested  Edward  Yellowley  to  furnish  the 
blocks  on  which  the  building  was  to  stand  and  employed  Richard 
Williams  to  furnish  the  nails,  locks,  hinges,  hooks,  staples  and  glass. 
Subsequent  meetings  were  held  in  June  and  July  to  make 
arrangements  for  collecting  the  balances  due  on  some  of  the  pledges 
and  arrange  for  securing  extra  subscriptions. 

The  commissioners  reported  the  building  was  just  about  completed 
on  August  14,  1818.  The  trustees  then  adopted  rules  and  regulations 
governing  their  meetings  and  operations  of  the  academy.  One  of  the 
questions  raised  at  this  meeting  was  settled  by  ruling  that  subscribers 
to  the  building  fund  of  the  academy  should  be  given  preference  in 
having  their  children  entered  as  students..  The  trustees  also  voted  to 
secure  a  teacher  to  operate  the  school  until  the  next  January  on  the 
following  basis :  the  teacher  was  to  secure  pupils  by  subscription,  look 
to  the  subscribers  for  his  wages,  but  be  subject  to  rules  and  regulations 
made  by  the  committee.  At  a  subsequent  meeting  on  August  24,  1818, 
Charles  G.  Thain  passed  a  satisfactory  examination  conducted  by  the 
trustees  and  was  appointed  first  teacher  in  the  academy,  to  serve  until 
the  first  of  the  following  January. 


186 


On  August  14th  the  trustees  elected  Edward  Yellowley  president,  to 
serve  until,  the  following  January  1st,  and  adopted  rules  and 
regulations  proposed  by  the  committee,  including  the  following: 
academy  teachers  were  to  be  considered  members  of  the  board  of 
trustees,  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  and  subject  to  the  same 
regulations  proposed  by  the  committee,  including  the  following: 
until  he  had  been  examined  and  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  board; 
teachers  should  be  ready  to  attend  to  their  duties  at  8  o'clock  each 
morning,  continuing  until  12  noon;  resume  classes  at  1:30  and  continue 
until  the  sun  is  only  one  half  hour  high  at  night;  must  be  capable  of 
teaching  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  English  grammar,  geography 
and  any  "other  subjects  which  may  hereafter  be  added  by  the  board." 

The  regulations  also  provided  it  should  be  the  duty  of  teachers  to 
maintain  discipline,  and  if  any  pupil  proved  to  be  incorrigible,  to 
report  such  cases  to  the  secretary  of  the  board  for  a  full  and  fair  in- 
vestigation; with  "suspension  or  exclusion"  by  the  board  to  be 
resorted  to  only  in  extreme  cases.  Unless  changed  by  majority  vote  of 
the  trustees,  teachers  were  limited  to  a  maximum  of  30  pupils,  and 
they  were  to  be  paid  by  subscription.  They  were  also  charged  with 
prevention  of  damage  to  the  academy  building,  and  if  any  occurred,  it 
should  be  reported  to  the  trustees.  At  least  10  days'  notice  of  the 
closing  of  school  was  to  be  given,  and  teachers  were  to  be  prepared  to 
have  their  students  examined  at  a  public  session  as  to  the  progress 
made.  A  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  trustees  to  permit  use  of  the 
academy  building  for  divine  services  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays,  but 
not  at  night,  "and  neither  to  be  occupied  by  black  people  except  in  the 
porches." 

The  trustees  met  on  October  18, 1818,  adopted  resolutions  to  have  two 
teachers  at  the  ensuing  sessions  the  following  year,  the  first  to  begin  on 
the  first  Monday  in  January,  1819,  and  end  June  15;  the  second  session 
to  begin  the  first  Monday  in  July  and  end  December  15,  1819.  Luman 
Whittlesey  was  employed  as  principal  teacher  and  Charles  G.  Thain  as 
his  assistant,  at  salaries  of  $600  and  $500,  respectively.  Tuition  charges 
were  fixed  at  $10  per  session  for  English  students  and  $14  for  Latin, 
Greek  and  mathematics,  to  be  paid  in  advance  or  at  time  of  entrance  of 
the  students.  On  October  27,  1818,  Whittlesey  and  Thain  accepted  the 
positions  and  stated  they  would  enter  upon  their  duties  as  directed. 

There  is  no  report  as  to  progress  during  the  abbreviated  first  session 
of  the  school,  which  started  the  latter  part  of  August  and  ended  the  first 
of  January,  1819,  but  the  session  which  began  then  and  continued  until 
June  15, 1819,  evidently  was  a  success.  Pursuant  to  public  notice,  six  of 
the  trustees  met  on  June  11th  to  conduct  an  examination  of  the 
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students.  The  six  were  Joseph  Biggs,  Benjamin  F.  Slade,  John  Luten, 
Edward  Yellowley,  Samuel  Hyman  and  Luke  Ross. 

It  should  be  noted  here  that  the  pupils  examined  were  divided  into 
thirteen  classes,  evidently  according  to  subjects  and  varying  degrees 
of  their  knowledge.  This  would  indicate  that  at  least  some  of  the 
students  had  received  prior  education,  presumably  at  the  homes  of 
private  teachers  or  tutors,  since  there  were  no  other  known  schools 
before  this  time.  The  class  numbers  do  not  refer  to  grades,  as  some  of 
the  pupils'  names  are  to  be  found  in  several  classes.  There  are  as  few 
as  two  pupils  in  some  of  the  classes. 

The  six  trustees  conducting  the  examination  rated  the  students  as 
follows,  as  recorded  in  the  minutes:  '  '1st:  John  Luten,  Jr.,  and 
William  Yellowley  on  spelling  (the  first  best);  2nd:  Penelope 
Williams,  Julia  Bennett,  Milley  Makey,  Elizabeth  Hassell  and  Fer- 
dinand Burroughs  on  spelling  and  reading  (very  little  difference), 
Penelope  Williams  best;  3rd:  John  Hyman  and  Caroline  Watts  on 
reading,  Caroline  Watts  best;  4th:  John  Grimes  and  Thomas  Wheatley 
on  reading  and  writing  (John  Grimes  best  on  reading,  Thomas 
Wheatley,  best  on  writing);  5th:  Francis  Hyman,  Harriet  Yellowley, 
William  Biggs  and  Salley  Monk  on  reading  and  writing  (William  Biggs 
best  on  reading,  this  class  equal  on  writing);  6th:  Julia  Ashley, 
Thomas  Ross  and  John  Ross  on  spelling,  reading  and  writing  (very 
little  difference  on  reading  and  writing,  Thomas  Ross  best  on 
spelling);  7th:  Henry  Grey,  James  Watts,  Durham  Sprewell,  Jesse 
Roba,  James  Duggan,  William  G.  Yellowley,  Asa  Griffin,  Irvin 
Wheatley,  Samuel  Yellowley,  Benjamin  Ashley,  James  Harrell  and 
Joseph  Griffin  on  reading  (Samuel  Yellowley,  James  Harrell,  Irvin 
Wheatley,  Henry  Grey  and  William  G.  Yellowley  equal  and  best  in  this 
class) ; 

"8th:  Mary  C.  Luten,  Merina  Ross,  Thomas  Watts,  James  Ross,  Asa 
Biggs,  Joseph  D.  Biggs  and  Biggs  Hassell  on  reading  (no  need  of 
distinction) ;  9th:  Merina  Ross,  James  Watts,  Asa  Griffin,  Henry  Grey, 
Samuel  Yellowley,  Benjamin  Ashley,  Jesse  Roba,  Irvin  Wheatley  on 
arithmetic  as  follows— enumeration,  addition,  subtraction, 
multiplication  and  division  (this  class  recited  the  rules  tolerably 
well);  10th:  Julia  Ashley,  Durham  Sprewell,  William  G.  Yellowley, 
John  Ross,  James  Duggan,  James  Ross  and  James  Harrell  on  English 
grammar  (this  class  having  been  studying  this  branch  but  a  very  short 
time,  little  could  be  expected,  but,  according  to  the  time  occupied, 
performed  well) ; 

"11th:  Mary  C.  Luten,  Thomas  Watts,  Asa  Biggs,  Joseph  D.  Biggs, 
James  Ross,  Joseph  Griffin  and  Biggs  Hassell  on  arithmetic  rules, 
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enumeration,  multiplication,  division  and  reduction  to  the  rule  of  three 
(this  class  recited  these  rules  to  very  great  satisfaction) ;  12th:  Samuel 
Yellowley,  Mary  C.  Luten,  Merina  Ross,  Asa  Biggs,  Joseph  D.  Biggs, 
Thomas  Ross,  Joseph  Griffin,  James  Watts  and  Biggs  Hassell  on 
English  grammar  (the  rules  were  satisfactorily  recited);  13th: 
Samuel  Yellowley  and  Thomas  Watts  on  Latin  (this  class  recited  as  far 
as  advanced  very  well).  The  trustees  were  well  satisfied  and  pleased 
with  progress  made  by  the  students  and  attitude  of  the  teachers." 

Two  meetings  of  the  trustees  were  held  in  November,  1819,  at  the 
first  of  which  Luman  Whittlesey  proposed  to  undertake  supervision  of 
the  institution  for  the  following  year,  to  furnish  an  assistant  teacher 
and  firewood  at  his  private  expense,  return  the  building  in  good  con- 
dition, look  to  the  pupils,  parents  or  guardians  for  his  payment  at  the 
same  rates  for  tuition  as  then  established,  or  at  least  no  higher  rate,  to 
be  limited  to  70  scholars,  and  to  pay  the  trustees  $100  for  use  of  the 
building  for  the  year ;  the  assistant  to  be  approved  by  the  board.  The 
proposition  was  accepted  by  the  trustees  at  their  second  meeting  in 
November.  A  two-day  session  of  the  trustees  was  held  on  December  9 
and  10, 1819,  for  examination  of  the  students  similar  to  the  one  held  in 
June,  the  board  members  expressing  approval  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  school  was  being  conducted. 

It  may  be  interesting  in  this  day  to  consider  rules  and  regulations 
governing  students  in  the  academy  which  were  adopted  in  May,  1820, 
as  follows:  "(1)  No  student  shall  fail  to  attend  the  academy  at  the 
regular  hours  of  meeting  and  adjournment  of  the  same,  and  to  answer 
to  his  or  her  name  on  calling  the  rolls  of  the  same,  which  will  take  place 
immediately  before  the  first  adjournment  in  the  morning  and  the  last 
in  the  evening,  in  each  and  every  day;  (2)  Each  and  every  student 
shall  occupy  alone  his  or  her  seat  that  may  be  assigned  them,  either  by 
the  teachers  or  chosen  by  themselves  during  the  session,  unless 
otherwise  permitted ;  (3)  No  student  shall  be  permitted  to  debate  any 
question  relative  to  any  remissness  in  his  or  her  duty  with  the 
teachers,  otherwise  than  by  the  testimony  of  his  or  her  school  fellows; 

(4)  The  students  shall  be  permitted  to  have  but  one  recess  of  20 
minutes  in  each  half  day,  unless  especially  permitted  by  the  teachers; 

(5)  Each  and  every  student  be  required  to  recite  at  least  once  a  day  in 
each  of  his  or  her  studies  and  write  once  also  every  day; 

"(6)  All  loud  talking  and  whispering  in  school,  either  in  studies  or 
otherwise  will  not  for  the  future  be  permitted;  (7)  It  is  required  by 
every  male  student  to  declaim  in  his  own  proper  turn  unless  he  have  an 
impediment  in  his  speech  or  some  other  natural  inability;  (8)  All 
disfiguring  of  the  wall,  seats  and  other  furniture  of  this  institution, 
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either  by  marking  with  chalk,  writing  with  a  pen,  scratching,  cutting 
or  carving  with  a  knife  or  anything  else  is  hereby  strictly  forbidden; 
(9)  All  lying,  swearing,  tale-bearing,  keeping  bad  company,  visiting 
public  houses,  Sabbath  breaking,  gambling  and  every  other  excess  are 
hereby  forbidden;  (10)  The  students  are  not  permitted  to  bathe  in 
water  more  than  once  a  week; 

"(11)  All  the  students  under  the  age  of  16  years  shall  be  subject  to 
such  punishment  as  the  teachers  in  their  discretion  shall  think  proper 
to  inflict.  All  over  that  age  to  be  referred  to  the  board  of  trustees  and 
will  be  corrected  in  the  following  manner,  namely:  for  the  first  of- 
fense, private  admonition;  for  the  second,  public  reprimand;  for  the 
third,  suspension;  and  for  the  fourth,  expulsion;  (12)  Inattention  to 
study  shall  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  teachers,  if  under  the  age  of 
16  years;  if  over  that  age,  to  be  returned  to  the  trustees  to  be  dealt  with 
as  prescribed  in  the  foregoing  regulations;  (13)  Regulations  as  to 
excuses  and  tardiness:  No  student  shall  be  allowed  more  than  one 
day's  absence,  if  in  town  and  able  to  attend  the  academy,  without 
rendering  a  reasonable  excuse  or  leave  first  being  received  from  the 
teacher.  Tardiness  in  the  forenoon  shall  be  accounted  for  in  the  af- 
ternoon of  the  same  day." 

The  trustees  met  in  December,  1820,  and  accepted  a  proposal  by 
Luman  Whittlesey  to  renew  for  the  following  six  months  the 
arrangement  he  had  for  operating  the  school  during  1820.  This  was  to 
commence  on  the  first  Monday  in  January,  1821,  and  Whittlesey  was  to 
pay  $40  for  use  of  the  academy  building  for  six  months. 

Despite  the  success  of  the  academy  up  to  that  point  in  its  history,  it 
began  to  run  into  difficulties,  nature  of  which  cannot  be  determined 
from  the  minutes.  After  the  December,  1820,  meeting,  there  are  only 
two  meetings  of  the  trustees  recorded  from  then  until  September  13, 
1824,  almost  four  years  later,  both  being  in  the  handwriting  of  Joseph 
Biggs,  who  had  been  secretary  since  the  school  was  founded.  The  first 
was  in  May,  1821,  reporting  the  resignation  of  Benjamin  F.  Slade  and 
Luke  Ross  as  trustees.  The  second  meeting  is  not  dated,  but  ap- 
parently followed  soon  afterwards,  reporting  that  a  contract  was  made 
with  Chancy  Ripley  to  teach  in  the  academy,  governed  by  the  same 
rules  and  regulations  as  before,  upon  payment  of  $10  for  three  months' 
use  of  the  building  "or  one  room  of  said  building."  If  another  teacher 
could  be  secured,  he  was  to  be  allowed  use  of  the  other  room  of  the 
building. 

Next  meeting  of  the  trustees,  on  September  13,  1824,  records  that 
Joseph  Biggs,  the  former  secretary,  had  refused  to  serve  as  trustee 
some  time  past,  and  the  minutes  were  in  the  handwriting  of  William 
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Darlet,  who  was  elected  secretary  at  that  meeting.  Foster  Thayer  was 
designated  to  take  charge  of  the  academy  and  authorized  to  employ  an 
assistant  for  the  period  of  September  20, 1824,  to  March  20, 1825.  Darlet 
served  as  secretary  for  one  more  meeting,  on  December  15, 1824,  only 
action  being  a  requirement  that  in  the  future  tuition  be  paid  in  ad- 
vance. Penned  diagonally  across  minutes  for  this  meeting  is  the 
notation:   "This  bill  killed  by  the  Lord." 

There  is  no  record  as  to  who  was  secretary  at  the  next  meeting,  on 
May  2, 1825,  minutes  of  which  are  in  a  different  handwriting,  but  it  was 
attended  by  only  three  trustees:  L.  Whittlesey,  Edward  Yellowley  and 
Samuel  Hyman.  They  contracted  with  Michael  J.  Shehan  to  teach  for  a 
term  of  one  year  from  July  5,  1825,  "under  the  same  rules  and 
regulations  as  governed  the  late  teacher." 

Only  one  meeting  is  recorded  in  the  following  nearly  eleven  years, 
that  coming  on  January  12, 1828,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the  county 
representative  to  the  General  Assembly,  "having  taken  into  con- 
sideration the  neglected  condition  of  the  Williamston  Academy," 
appointed  five  trustees  to  fill  vacancies  caused  by  death  and 
resignation,  Samuel  Hyman  and  Luman  Whittlesey  being  the  only  two 
former  members  remaining.  New  trustees  were  Samuel  S.  Shepherd, 
John  Griffin,  Thomas  Watts,  Thomas  Shaw  and  James  B.  Slade,  the 
last  named  being  appointed  secretary.  Thomas  Shaw  and  Thomas 
Watts  were  appointed  a  committee  to  "examine  the  present  condition 
of  the  academy."  Another  meeting  was  scheduled  for  January  19th, 
but  if  it  was  ever  held,  there  is  no  record  of  it  in  the  minutes. 

An  advertisement  appeared  in  the  August  25,  1831,  issue  of  the 
Raleigh  Register,  stating  that  "Wm.  A.  Walker  respectfully  informs 
the  inhabitants  of  Martin  and  adjoining  counties"  that  the  Williamston 
Male  and  Female  Academy  "is  now  open  for  the  reception  of  pupils." 
Terms  per  quarter  of  12  weeks  were  quoted  as  follows:  Greek,  Latin, 
and  subordinate  branches,  $6;  English  Department,  $4.  It  included  the 
notation  "Fuel  furnished  by  Teacher." 

New  Board  of  Trustees  in  1836 
The  academy  was  to  get  a  new  lease  on  life  in  1836,  following  ap- 
pointment by  the  legislature  of  a  completely  new  board  of  seven 
trustees,  composed  of  the  following:  William  Henderson,  William 
Watts,  D.  W.  Bagley,  Henry  Williams,  Asa  Biggs,  John  G.  Williams 
and  C.  B.  Hassell.  Three  of  the  members,  D.  W.  Bagley,  Asa  Biggs  and 
C.  B.  Hassell,  had  been  cited  for  outstanding  work  as  students  in  the 
academy  only  a  little  more  than  16  years  previously  at  closing  exer- 
cises of  a  session  on  December  10,  1819. 
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The  new  trustees  held  their  first  meeting  on  January  14,  1836,  to 
reorganize  the  board  and  get  the  institution  operating  on  a  stable  basis. 
William  Henderson  was  elected  president,  C.  B.  Hassell  secretary, 
and  later  D.  W.  Bagley  was  named  treasurer.  Hassell  was  to  serve  as 
secretary  for  more  than  nine  years,  frequent  meetings  being  held  by 
the  board  during  that  period.  In  the  minutes  of  that  first  meeting,  Mr. 
Hassell  recorded  that  the  academy  "had  been  undergoing  a  gradual 
decay.  There  being  no  incorporated  body  that  would  look  to  its  in- 
terests" for  the  preceding  10  or  12  years,  "teachers  have  occasionally 
taken  charge  of  it  whenever  they  chose  to  do  so  without  permission 
and,  being  under  no  obligation  to  do  so,  have  studiously  avoided  ap- 
propriating any  part  of  their  income  to  improvement  of  the  academy." 
D.  W.  Bagley  was  asked  to  raise  $100  for  repairs  to  the  building,  and 
Wheeler  Martin  was  granted  permission  to  occupy  one  room  of  the 
academy  as  teacher  for  three  months  by  "having  all  the  necessary 
window  lights  put  in." 

Advertisements  for  teachers  were  placed  in  Raleigh  and 
Washington,  D.  C,  newspapers,  and  an  application  was  received  from 
Robert  B.  Smith,  a  Virginia  native  who  had  previously  taught  in  the 
academy  for  a  period  of  two  years  shortly  after  graduating  from 
college.  His  testimonials  and  credentials  were  possibly  the  most 
impressive  of  any  teacher  who  ever  applied  to  the  academy,  and  he 
was  employed  at  a  salary  of  $500  a  year.  An  article  about  him,  signed 
by  all  seven  of  the  new  trustees,  appeared  in  the  Tarborough  Press  on 
June  11, 1836,  listing  his  qualifications  as  follows: 

"The  abilities  of  Mr.  Smith  to  instruct  in  the  English,  Latin,  Greek 
and  Hebrew  languages,  the  mathematics,  the  science  of  civil 
engineering,  general  principles  of  natural  and  chemical  philosophy,  in 
fact  every  branch  requisite  to  qualify  a  young  gentleman  for  ad- 
mission into  any  university  of  our  country,  are  vouched  for  in  the  most 
satisfactory  manner.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  mention  them. 
Testimonials  have  been  furnished  by  the  faculty  of  Princeton  College; 
by  President  Day  and  Professor  Silliman  of  Yale;  by  Rt.  Rev.  James 
Kemp,  D.D.,  late  bishop  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  and 
provost  of  the  University  of  Maryland;  Thomas  Emory,  lieutenant 
governor,  etc.,  in  Virginia;  President  Empie,  Professors  Page  and 
Stewart  of  William  &  Mary  College;  Judge  Upshur,  S.  E.  Parker, 
commonwealth  attorney,  Carter  M.  Braxton,  Hugh  L.  Maxwell,  Esqs., 
and  James  Madison,  ex-President  of  the  United  States,  General  G. 
Gratiot  and  Major  A.  Talcot  of  the  U.  S.  Engineer  Corps,  and  many 
other  highly  respectable  gentlemen." 
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The  distinguished  Professor  Smith  remained  at  the  academy  only 
until  January,  1837,  however;  and  Wheeler  Martin  was  again  per- 
mitted to  teach  in  the  academy  for  three  months  at  a  rental  of  $1.50  per 
month  for  one  room.  Noah  C.  Taylor  subsequently  became  a  teacher  in 
the  school,  and  he  was  followed  by  Alfred  Belknap,  of  Connecticut, 
with  Miss  Louise  Biggs  permitted  to  use  the  other  room  in  the  building 
if  she  could  secure  enough  students.  Pierce  W.  Yarrell  and  later 
Joseph  A.  Robertson  also  taught  in  the  school  while  Mr.  Whittlesey  was 
headmaster. 

Asa  Matthews  of  Maine  became  head  of  the  academy  in  January, 
1843,  and  he  continued  on  an  off-and-on  basis  for  a  period  of  some  seven 
years,  until  the  middle  of  1850,  when  he  returned  to  Maine.  His  work 
was  especially  pleasing  to  Elder  C.  B.  Hassell,  who  made  a  notation  in 
his  diary  on  June  4,  1848,  that  he  considered  Matthews  "the  best 
teacher  he  was  ever  acquainted  with."  Mr.  Matthews  boarded  and 
roomed  at  the  Hassell  home  much  of  the  time  while  he  was  teaching  in 
Williamston. 

Elder  Hassell  resigned  from  the  board  of  trustees  in  1845  and  did  not 
return  until  1852.  In  December,  1853,  a  year  or  so  after  Hassell  had 
returned  to  the  board,  Matthews  was  persuaded  to  accept  a  proposal  to 
return  and  take  charge  of  the  academy  for  the  following  session,  but  in 
January,  1854,  he  wrote  he  would  not  be  able  to  do  so  due  to  the  serious 
illness  of  his  wife.  Then,  in  1855,  the  trustees  again  wrote  to  Mr. 
Matthews,  asking  him  to  take  charge  of  the  female  academy,  which 
had  been  built  in  1850.  It  is  possible  that  he  did  so,  as  it  was  stated  in 
the  minutes  of  a  later  meeting  that  examinations  prior  to  closing  would 
be  held  at  the  female  academy  in  February,  1856,  under  the  direction 
of  "Mr.  Matthews." 

There  was  another  Matthews,  Samuel  W.,  also  of  Maine,  believed  to 
have  been  the  son  of  Asa  Matthews,  who  taught  in  the  academies  here 
in  1857,  1858  and  1859.  He  was  head  of  the  male  academy  in  1857  and 
1858  and  of  both  academies  in  1859.  A  Mrs.  Matthews,  probably  his 
wife,  was  a  teacher  in  the  female  academy  in  the  latter  year. 

Best  known  of  the  almost  steady  stream  of  teachers  who  came  and 
went  during  the  more  than  80-year  history  of  the  Williamston  Academy 
would  include  Luman  Whittlesey,  one  of  the  first,  who  headed  the 
school  for  about  four  years  altogether,  two  years  right  at  the  start  and 
a  couple  of  years  during  the  early  1840's.  Another  was  Asa  Matthews, 
who  was  head  of  the  institution  for  about  seven  years,  plus  several 
years  he  was  assisted  by  his  son.  Sylvester  Hassell,  nationally  known 
for  his  scholarly  attainments  and  one  of  the  two  or  three  best-educated 
men  in  the  history  of  Martin  County,  taught  at  the  academy  on  several 
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different  occasions,  taking  over  for  several  years  right  after  the  close 
of  the  Civil  War,  despite  the  frail  condition  of  his  health,  and  again  for 
a  number  of  years  in  the  late  1880's  and  1890's.  The  last  entry  in  the  old 
minutes  book  of  the  Williamston  Academy  records  that  on  August  10, 
1890,  he  was  continued  as  head  of  the  academy  but  granted  a  five- 
month  vacation  on  account  of  ill  health,  Miss  Chloe  Biggs  and  Miss 
Bettie  Moore  being  authorized  to  conduct  the  school  until  he  was  able 
to  resume  his  duties. 

In  addition  to  his  secondary  school  work  in  this  county,  Sylvester 
Hassell  headed  two  institutions  of  higher  learning  during  his  teaching 
career.  One  was  a  teachers'  college  in  Delaware,  while  the  other  was 
Wilson  Collegiate  Institute  in  Wilson,  which  he  founded  and  conducted 
for  about  16  years  in  the  1870's  and  1880's.  Included  in  the  students  at 
his  Wilson  school  were  a  number  of  men  who  went  on  to  distinguished 
careers  in  the  state  and  nation.  Among  them  were  Charles  B.  Ay  cock, 
who  became  the  "educational  governor"  of  North  Carolina;  Josephus 
Daniels,  nationally  known  editor,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  President 
Woodrow  Wilson's  cabinet,  and  ambassador  to  Mexico  during  the 
early  administrations  of  President  Frank  D.  Roosevelt;  Judge  Frank 
A.  Daniels,  H.  B.  Short  and  numerous  others.  Sylvester  Hassell  also 
was  an  editor  and  author  of  national  renown. 

Other  teachers  who  served  the  academy  for  extended  periods  in- 
clude William  L.  Hargrove,  who  followed  Sylvester  Hassell  in  1866  and 
served  for  two  and  a  half  years;  D.  G.  Gillespie  of  Wilmington,  Del., 
who  followed  Hargrove  and  was  principal  for  about  three  years  before 
leaving  in  February,  1873,  to  teach  in  the  institute  of  Sylvester  Hassell 
at  Wilson;  J.  T.  Dean,  who  was  at  the  academy  from  October,  1874,  to 
February,  1878;  and  Miss  Sue  Williams,  who  succeeded  Deans,  taught 
for  about  a  year  and  a  half  before  resigning  on  account  of  ill  health  in 
July,  1879,  and  then  returned  in  July,  1880,  and  served  until  her 
retirement  in  July,  1883. 

Still  another  teacher  who  became  well  known  during  a  relatively 
brief  tenure  as  teacher  in  Williamston  was  Oscar  Hightower,  des- 
cribed as  a  "one-legged  retired  Methodist  minister,"  native  of  Tex- 
as, who  was  employed  by  the  trustees  on  January  18,  1884.  The  trus- 
tees agreed  to  guarantee  him  $80  per  month  for  a  five-month  term  to 
begin  two  days  later,  fixing  the  tuition  price  at  $10,  $12.50  and  $15  per 
month,  depending  on  courses  selected.  Hightower  was  reemployed  on 
the  same  terms  on  May  21,  1884,  with  Miss  Chloe  Biggs  as  assistant 
teacher.  In  September,  1884,  Hightower  and  the  trustees  signed  a 
contract  for  five  years,  but  in  April  of  the  following  year,  the  principal 
became  embroiled  in  a  controversy  with  John  D.  Biggs  over  a  whip- 
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ping  administered  to  his  son,  Dennis  Biggs,  on  April  10,  at  the  school. 
The  controversy  continued  at  length,  with  numerous  statements  by  the 
contending  parties  reported  in  the  minutes,  until  July  29,  1885,  when 
Hightower  resigned,  the  contract  being  revoked  by  mutual  consent. 

In  addition  to  those  listed,  others  who  were  employed  as  teachers  in 
the  Williamston  Academy,  included  the  following,  with  home  ad- 
dresses where  included  in  the  minutes:  William  A.  Walker,  1831; 
Washington  C.  Kerr  of  Greensboro,  1850;  Jesse  R.  McLean,  1851; 
Samuel  W.  Watts,  1852-53;  George  A.  Brett,  1854;  George  W.  Neal,  1854, 
1855,  1856;  Henry  L.  Chase  of  Maine  (recommended  by  S.  W.  Mat- 
thews), 1859,  1860,  1861;  S.  A.  O'Daniel,  1861;  Mrs.  Sophia  N.  Biggs, 
1865;  H.  C.  Sharp  of  Beaufort,  1873;  Thomas  C.  Hooper  of  New  Bern, 
1873, 1874;  B.  J.  Spruill  of  Bertie,  1873,  1874;  and  Capt.  John  R.  Lanier, 
who  resigned  as  trustee  to  accept  the  teaching  position  when  Miss  Sue 
Williams  was  forced  to  resign  due  to  ill  health  in  September,  1879. 
Captain  Lanier  was  reelected  a  trustee  in  July,  1870,  when  Miss 
Williams  was  able  to  resume  teaching. 
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CHAPTER  XIV 

FEMALE  ACADEMY  ESTABLISHED 

Until  1849,  the  Williamston  Academy  was  operated  as  a  co- 
educational institution,  but  in  that  year  it  was  decided  to  build  another 
academy  for  female  students,  with  trustees  of  the  Williamston 
Academy  to  exercise  control  over  both  schools.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
trustees  on  August  24, 1849,  the  subject  was  first  brought  up.  Asa  Biggs 
was  authorized  and  empowered  to  negotiate  with  A.  S.  Mooring  for  a 
lot  in  the  corner  of  his  field  as  a  site  for  a  Female  Academy,  at  a  price 
of  $125. 

At  the  next  meeting,  on  October  2,  Mr.  Biggs  reported  he  had  bought 
the  lot,  and  dedication  of  a  public  street  to  it,  for  $125,  with  Mr. 
Mooring  also  agreeing  to  make  a  subscription  of  $50  for  building  the 
academy.  The  amounts  donated  and  list  of  subscribers  to  the  building 
fund  reported  at  the  meeting  were  as  follows :  $75 :  Asa  Biggs ;  $50 :  A. 
S.  Mooring,  Henry  Williams,  C.  B.  Hassell,  William  Slade,  Joseph  D. 
Biggs;  $30:  A.  C.  Williams;  $25:  T.  W.  Moore,  G.  L.  Moore,  William  H. 
Clements,  J.  E.  White,  D.  W.  Bagley,  William  J.  Ellison;  $20:  J.  H. 
Burnett;  $10:  Lin  S.  Yates,  Newsom  Allsbrook,  L.  Johnson,  Joseph  G. 
Carraway,  Jr.,  E.  S.  Moore,  S.  G.  Latham,  Samuel  C.  Whitley,  C.  E. 
Spruill;  $5:  E.  S.  Parker,  W.  T.  G.  Pierce,  J.  E.  Smithwick,  John 
Hyman,  Alfred  Moore,  Jesse  Moore,  Standley  Duggan,  Clayton  Moore, 
Samuel  S.  Shepherd,  J.  S.  Yarrell,  William  L.  Mizell,  John  R.  Lanier; 
and  Lawrence  Jones,  $2.  The  total  was  $667. 

At  the  same  meeting,  D.  W.  Bagley,  L.  Johnson  and  William  J. 
Ellison  were  appointed  to  draw  up  plans  and  specifications  for  the 
female  academy  building.  Unable  to  decide  between  a  one  or  two  story 
structure,  they  were  instructed  to  draw  plans  for  both  and  advertise 
for  bids  to  be  received  before  December  1st,  choice  to  be  based  on  the 
one  considered  most  economical  and  advantageous.  Sizes  of  the 
proposed  building  to  be  substantially  as  follows,  single  story :  44  by  18 
feet  with  two  rooms,  one  22  by  18  feet,  the  other  14  by  18  feet,  with  8-foot 
passage,  12  windows,  two  chimneys,  one  at  each  end,  with  front  and 
back  porticoes  of  10  feet;  width  of  rooms,  12  feet;  double  story:  30  by  18 
feet,  with  two  rooms,  22  by  18  each,  passages  above  and  below  of  8  feet 
with  front  and  back  porticoes  of  10  feet,  pitch  of  lower  room  11  feet  and 
upper  room  10  feet,  14  windows. 

The  committee  reported  back  to  the  trustees  on  December  31  that  A. 
G.  Jones  was  lowest  bidder  for  the  woodwork  at  $592.75  for  the  single- 
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story  and  $644.75  for  the  double-story  building.  The  board  chose  the 
two-story  structure  and  awarded  the  contract  to  Jones.  On  April  4  the 
building  committee  was  directed  to  let  contracts  for  painting,  masonry 
work  and  building  a  fence  around  the  academy  lot.  It  was  also  decided 
to  ask  the  town  commissioners  to  improve  Fifth  Street  leading  to  the 
female  academy.  One  male  and  two  female  teachers  were  to  be  sought 
for  the  fall  session  at  the  two  academies.  However,  in  June  there  was  a 
smallpox  scare  in  the  community  and  the  academy  was  closed  for  the 
remainder  of  the  term.  Bids  for  completion  of  the  female  academy 
were  rejected  and  the  entire  matter  referred  to  the  building  com- 
mittee. 

The  smallpox  scare  subsided  and  on  July  26,  1850,  the  trustees  em- 
ployed Washington  C.  Kerr  of  Greensboro  for  the  male  academy  and 
Miss  Catherine  W.  Bridgman  of  Belchertown,  Mass.,  for  the  female 
academy.  Thirty  scholars,  with  the  privilege  of  accepting  35,  were 
guaranteed  to  Mr.  Kerr;  and  20  scholars,  with  the  privilege  of  ac- 
cepting 25,  were  guaranteed  to  Miss  Bridgman,  who  became  the  first 
principal  of  the  female  academy.  The  trustees  were  to  receive  $1  per 
pupil  as  rent  for  the  academy  buildings.  The  first  session  at  both 
academies  was  to  start  October  1,  1850,  and  end  March  1,  1851;  the 
second  session  was  to  begin  one  week  after  March  1  and  end  August  1, 
1851. 

In  February,  1851,  Asa  Biggs  was  asked  to  aid  in  securing  a  music 
teacher  for  the  female  academy,  guaranteeing  applicants  a  salary  of 
$180  for  the  session  and  $200  if  12  pupils  could  be  obtained.  He  was  also 
authorized  to  purchase  a  pianoforte  if  one  could  be  secured  for  $75. 

The  female  academy  was  to  have  a  relatively  short  life.  Opened  on 
October  1, 1850,  it  remained  in  existence  until  the  middle  of  1866,  C.  B. 
Hassell,  at  a  meeting  of  the  trustees  on  August  9, 1866,  being  delegated 
to  sell  the  building.  He  reported  back  on  September  3rd  that  W.  W. 
Brown  had  offered  $1,000  for  the  building  and  lot,  $250  cash  and  the 
balance  '  'on  time."  The  trustees  accepted  the  offer,  and  the  transfer 
was  made  a  few  days  later.  The  building  was  converted  into  a 
dwelling,  now  known  as  the  old  R.  Alexander  Smith  home,  located  on 
the  west  side  of  South  Watts  Street  in  New  Town,  part  of  which  is  the 
original  academy  structure  and  the  location  is  the  same. 

Teachers  who  served  the  female  academy  after  Miss  Bridgman 
included  the  following,  and  the  years  they  were  first  employed: 

Miss  M.  E.  Isham  and  Miss  L.  W.  Briggs,  1852;  Miss  Sophia  N. 
Jewett,  1852  ;  Miss  Bissell  and  Miss  Wilcox,  1852;  Misses  Elizabeth  and 
Mary  Henderson,  1853;  Mrs.  Emily  J.  Moore,  1857;  Miss  Ann  Long, 
1858;  Mrs.  S.  W.  Matthews,  1859;  Miss  Babcock,  1860;  Miss  Boyette 
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and  Miss  Spear,  1861.  School  continued  at  both  academies,  male  and 
female,  on  a  sporadic  basis  throughout  the  Civil  War,  and  it  is 
sometimes  difficult  to  differentiate  as  to  which  of  the  schools  was  in 
operation  from  the  minutes  of  the  trustees.  In  July,  1865,  it  was  noted 
that  Sylvester  Hassell  was  to  be  permitted  to  take  charge  of  the  school 
in  either  or  both  of  the  academies  or  to  divide  the  school  into  male  and 
female  departments  in  his  discretion,  and  to  employ  all  needful 
assistants.  A  little  over  a  year  later,  the  female  academy  was  sold. 

Controversy  About  Religious  Teaching 
On  June  20, 1851,  the  academy  trustees  got  into  some  hot  water  over 
a  resolution  they  adopted  regarded  by  some  as  disapproving  Bible 
teaching  in  the  schools.  The  trustees  adopted  a  resolution  declaring 
"that  the  board  does  not  disapprove  of  any  teacher  opening  or  closing 
his  or  her  school  with  prayer  or  requiring  any  scholar  as  an  exercise  of 
the  school  to  commit  to  memory  and  repeat  verses  in  the  Bible  without 
comment,  but  the  board  disapproves  lecturing  or  commenting  in 
school  upon  the  Bible  or  any  religious  subject  whatever,  believing  that 
although  it  may  be  prompted  by  the  best  motives,  it  would  not  prove 
beneficial  and  ought  not  to  be  practiced."  At  a  meeting  on  December 
8, 1851,  the  board,  reporting  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  about  the 
resolution  adopted  by  the  board  on  June  20,  amended  the  last  portion  to 
read  as  follows:  "Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  the  board  does  not 
disapprove  of  any  teacher  opening  or  closing  his  or  her  school  with 
prayer  or  requiring  any  scholar  as  an  exercise  of  the  school  to  commit 
to  memory  and  repeat  verses  in  the  Bible  without  comments,  but  the 
board  disapproves  the  inculcation  in  school  of  any  particular  religious 
sentiments." 

The  academies  ran  into  financial  difficulties  during  the  1850's,  the 
trustees  reporting  May  11, 1860,  that  they  owed  C.  B.  Hassell  $628.87  on 
notes  and  account.  They  decided  at  that  time  to  sell  the  female 
academy  property,  provided  they  could  get  $1,500  for  it.  Evidently 
they  could  not,  for  the  property  was  not  sold  for  another  six  years  and 
then  for  only  $1,000.  In  1860,  with  the  Civil  War  approaching,  it  was 
becoming  very  difficult  to  secure  teachers,  due  to  the  number  of 
students  fluctuating  from  session  to  session.  The  academies  continued 
to  operate  as  best  they  could,  but  there  were  considerable  gaps  when 
they  were  not  open.  On  June  24,  1861,  it  was  ordered  that  Captain 
Reeves  be  permitted  to  occupy  and  use  the  male  academy  and  grove 
for  drilling  volunteers. 

Teachers  in  both  schools  usually  were  permitted  to  operate  on  their 
own  responsibility,  meaning  they  collected  their  own  pay  from  tuition 
charges,  usually  without  rental  charge  for  the  buildings  and  equip- 
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ment.  In  1861,  it  was  ordered  that  tuition  charges  per  session  be 
reduced  to  $10,  $12.50  and  $15.  A  little  later  during  the  war,  inflation  set 
in,  Confederate  currency  being  worth  less  and  less,  and  tuition  in 
September,  1864,  was  quoted  at  $30,  $40  and  $50;  and  the  following 
month  was  increased  to  $40,  $50  and  $60  by  the  trustees.  Several  times 
during  the  war,  female  students  were  given  permission  to  attend  the 
male  academy  when  it  was  impossible  to  secure  teachers  for  both 
schools. 

After  the  December  27,  1861,  meeting  of  the  trustees,  there  was  not 
another  official  meeting  of  the  trustees  until  August  14, 1865— following 
the  end  of  the  war.  However,  during  that  intervening  period,  Elder  C. 

B.  Hassell  entered  in  the  minutes  book  reports  of  actions  affecting  the 
academies  taken  by  himself  or  at  informal  or  unofficial  meetings  of 
two  or  more  trustees.  These  actions  were  "legalized  and  confirmed" 
at  an  official  meeting  of  the  board  in  August,  1865,  attended  by  five  of 
the  trustees:  Asa  Biggs,  Samuel  Rogers,  S.  R.  Spruill,  J.  R.  Stubbs  and 

C.  B.  Hassell. 

One  of  the  unofficial  entries  concerned  suspension  of  the  school 
caused  by  advance  of  federal  troops  from  Plymouth  in  the  latter  part 
of  1864  and  Sylvester  Hassell  assuming  control  of  the  academies  the 
same  year.  The  report  reads:  4 'Mrs.  Sophia  N.  Biggs  commenced  the 
school  on  the  first  Monday  in  November  (1864),  but  her  health  was  so 
poor  she  had  soon  to  desist,  and  Sylvester  Hassell,  although  in  bad 
health,  undertook  to  carry  it  on.  In  about  five  weeks,  it  was  broken  up 
by  the  advance  of  the  Yankees  from  Plymouth  toward  Hamilton,  both 
by  land  and  water,  and  remained  broken  up  for  four  weeks,  and  was 
then  resumed  by  Sylvester  Hassell  and  continued  until  May  6,  1865." 
The  number  in  school  during  the  period  was  from  10  to  20. 

Sylvester  Hassell  continued  as  head  of  the  schools,  both  male  and 
female,  after  the  close  of  the  war.  Three  of  the  trustees,  C.  B.  Hassell, 
Jesse  R.  Stubbs  and  S.  R.  Spruill,  informally  met  and  agreed  on  July  1, 
1865,  that  Sylvester  Hassell  should  take  charge  of  school  in  either  or 
both  academies  in  September,  1865,  on  the  old  terms— for  him  to 
receive  $12.50,  $15  and  $17.50  per  session  for  tuition— and  pay  for  use  of 
the  building  $1  each  for  each  paying  scholar.  He  was  to  divide  the 
school  into  male  and  female  departments  and  to  employ  all  needed 
assistants.  He  continued  to  operate  the  academies  on  this  basis  until 
the  middle  of  the  following  year,  1866. 

The  academy  rocked  along  on  a  fairly  even  keel,  with  principals  and 
teachers  coming  and  going  at  intervals  until  July  18,  1883,  when  the 
trustees  reported  "the  present  academy  building  being  in  an  old  and 
dilapidated  condition,  it  was  agreed  to  build  a  new  one  at  an  early  a 
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day  as  possible,"  James  E.  Moore,  William  T.  Crawford  and  John  D. 
Biggs  being  appointed  a  committee  to  solicit  donations  and  draw  plans 
and  specifications  for  the  new  building.  It  was  to  be  nearly  a  year 
before  the  committee  returned  its  report.  A  new  building  was  ruled 
out,  but  committee  members  recommended  an  addition  across  the 
end,  40  feet  by  20  feet,  making  it  a  three-room  structure,  and 
remodeling  to  make  it  more  convenient  and  comfortable.  The  report 
was  approved  by  the  trustees  and  the  committee  was  directed  to  have 
the  work  done. 

The  old  academy  fell  upon  evil  days  again,  however,  and  on  Sep- 
tember 7,  1896,  John  Dawson  Biggs,  Sr.,  bought  the  property  at  a 
sheriff's  sale.  He  permitted  it  to  be  used  as  a  school  without  cost  to 
pupils  or  taxpayers  until  August  15, 1901,  when  he  sold  the  building  and 
three-acre  lot  for  $1,000  to  a  new  corporation  which  had  been  formed, 
the  Williamston  Academy  Company.  There  were  23  stockholders  in 
the  new  company,  headed  by  Dr.  W.  H.  Harrell,  Sr.,  as  president,  and 
J.  Walter  Anderson,  secretary.  This  private  school  was  to  operate  for 
only  two  years,  the  property  being  sold  in  its  entirety,  "including 
furniture  and  piano,"  to  the  Williamston  Graded  School  District  for  a 
consideration  of  $1,160,  on  August  15,  1903. 

The  Williamston  Graded  School  District  had  been  created  by 
legislative  act  in  1903,  its  operation  being  under  the  direction  of  a  board 
of  trustees,  composed  of  Eli  Gurganus,  W.  C.  Manning,  Sr.,  C.  D. 
Carstarphen,  Sr.,  Dennis  Biggs  and  Wheeler  Martin,  Sr.  The  three- 
room  building  was  found  to  be  inadequate  and  almost  immediately 
$5,000  in  bonds  were  issued  to  enlarge  it  to  eight  rooms.  'This  was  the 
first  bond  issue  on  record  to  be  authorized  in  the  county  for  schools. 
The  enlarged  building  continued  in  use  through  the  school  term  of  1918, 
when  it  was  replaced  by  the  present  Church  Street  Elementary  School 
building.  At  the  time  work  was  started  on  the  present  brick  building, 
the  old  wooden  structure  was  moved  to  the  southeast  corner  of  the  lot 
and  later  torn  down.  The  Williamston  Graded  School  District  con- 
tinued as  what  was  called  a  ' ' special  charter  district"  until  1925,  when 
it  was  merged  with  the  county  system. 

The  list  of  people  elected  or  appointed  to  serve  as  trustees  of  the 
Williamston  Academy  during  the  74  years  covered  by  its  old  minutes 
book  reads  like  a  "Who's  Who  in  Martin  County."  Among  them  are  the 
most  distinguished  men  in  the  history  of  the  section,  as  well  as  some 
whose  names  are  seldom  to  be  found  in  other  records  of  the  era.  Ac- 
tually, the  old  academy  continued  in  existence  for  an  additional  13 
years  after  the  final  entry  in  the  minutes  book,  but  little  that  is  official 
can  be  found  about  that  period  and  only  the  names  of  trustees  found  in 
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the  academy  records  are  listed  here.  Some  of  the  trustees  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  legislature;  however,  most  were  chosen  by  the  trustees 
themselves  to  fill  vacancies  as  they  occurred.  Trustees  appointed  or 
elected  include  the  following,  although  a  number  declined  and  did  not 
actually  serve  and  others  served  on  several  different  occasions : 

Samuel  Hyman,  William  Watts,  James  Bennett,  Joseph  Biggs, 
Richard  Williams,  Darling  Cherry,  William  Biggs,  Sr.,  Jesse 
Wheatley,  JohnLuten,  Luke  Ross,  Henry  B.  Hunter,  Smith  Burroughs, 
Edward  Yellowley,  Jeremiah  Slade,  Henry  Slade,  Simmons  J.  Baker, 
Gabriel  L.  Stewart,  Durham  Davis,  Benjamin  F.  Slade,  Luman 
Whittlesey,  William  Darlet,  Samuel  S.  Shepherd,  John  Griffin,  Thomas 
Watts,  Thomas  Shaw,  James  B.  Slade,  William  Henderson,  D.  W. 
Bagley,  Asa  Biggs,  John  G.  Williams,  C.  B.  Hassell,  William  J.  Ellison, 
Joseph  D.  Biggs, 

Arthur  S.  Mooring,  A.  C.  Williams,  Laurence  Johnson,  Joseph  D. 
Biggs,  Henry  Williams,  M.  G.  Staton,  John  R.  Lanier,  William  C. 
Eborn,  Dr.  William  W.  Watts,  Jesse  R.  Stubbs,  Shepherd  R.  Spruill, 
Samuel  Rogers,  Joshua  L.  Ewell,  James  Edwin  Moore,  William  H. 
Carstarphen,  F.  A.  Rhodes,  William  T.  Crawford,  John  D.  Biggs, 
Joseph  J.  Martin,  Dr.  A.  Hassell,  W.  G.  Lamb,  William  Slade,  D.  D. 
Simmons.  Dr.  W.  H.  Harrell,  Sr.,  and  J.  Walter  Anderson  were 
president  and  secretary,  respectively,  of  the  new  corporation 
organized  in  1901  which  operated  the  academy  during  its  final  two 
years  as  a  private  school. 

Of  all  the  nearly  60  people  who  served  as  trustees  in  the  period  from 
1816  to  1890,  two  stand  out  above  all  the  others.  The  first  was  Joseph  D. 
Biggs,  who  served  more  or  less  continuously  from  1838  until  his  death 
in  1889,  or  more  than  51  years,  for  a  greater  part  of  which  he  was 
secretary  to  the  board  of  trustees.  The  other  was  Elder  Cushing  B. 
Hassell,  who  served  nearly  as  long,  starting  in  1836  and  continuing 
until  his  death  in  1880,  with  the  exception  of  a  seven-year  period  be- 
tween 1845  and  1852.  His  service  covered  a  period  of  about  37  years.  No 
reason  is  shown  in  the  minutes  for  Elder  Hassell's  resignation  as  a 
trustee  in  1845,  but  probably  because  of  disagreement  with  some 
policies  or  practices  in  the  academy,  as  he  was  reelected  several  times 
during  the  seven  years  he  was  off  the  board  but  declined  to  serve  until 
he  finally  returned  in  1852.  Elder  Hassell  also  served  as  secretary  to 
the  trustees  for  at  least  nine  years  and  in  a  temporary  capacity  on 
several  other  occasions. 

The  careers  of  the  two  men  were  remarkably  parallel  in  a  number  of 
instances.  Both  were  among  the  outstanding  students  at  the  academy 
during  the  first  few  years  of  its  operation;  both  were  elected  or  ap- 
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pointed  trustees  after  its  reorganization  in  1836,  Hassell  immediately 
and  Biggs  less  than  two  years  later;  both  served  lengthy  terms  as 
secretary ;  both  attended  practically  all  meetings  of  the  trustees  while 
they  were  members;  and  both  became  chairmen  in  their  later  years, 
Mr.  Biggs  succeeding  Mr.  Hassell  in  that  capacity  at  the  death  of  the 
latter  in  1880.  Both  men  were  also  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
in  Williamston  throughout  their  lifetime,  although  Mr.  Hassell  was 
considerably  more  successful  than  Mr.  Biggs,  who  was  plagued  by 
financial  difficulties  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life.  Both  men  were 
also  active  in  the  Skewarkey  Primitive  Baptist  Church,  Elder  Hassell 
as  pastor  for  many  years  and  Mr.  Biggs  as  clerk  for  a  similar  period. 

Elder  Hassell  was  the  dominant  personality  among  all  the  trustees 
of  Williamston  Academy.  Whenever  any  problem  arose— whether 
employment  of  teachers,  making  repairs  to  the  building,  setting  up 
rules  and  regulations,  fixing  tuition  charges,  or  similar  matters— it 
was  usually  referred  to  a  committee  headed  by  Elder  Hassell  or  to  him 
alone;  and  he  practically  always  had  a  report  on  it  at  the  next  meeting. 
During  his  tenure  as  secretary,  meetings  were  held  at  much  more 
frequent  intervals  than  at  other  times. 

In  March,  1847,  two  years  after  he  resigned  from  the  academy  board 
of  trustees  in  1845,  and  three  years  before  the  female  academy  was 
built  in  1850,  Elder  Hassell  and  Col.  Asa  Biggs  employed  a  Miss 
Lovering  of  New  Hampshire  to  open  a  girls'  school  in  Williamston. 
They  were  to  pay  her  $150  and  board  for  a  five-months  term,  starting 
March  15,  in  one  of  the  rooms  at  the  academy  building,  which  had  been 
rented  from  the  academy  trustees.  Some  of  the  trustees  became  angry 
that  this  school  had  been  organized,  fearing  it  might  hurt  the  male 
academy.  Hassell  advised  them  to  abate  their  fears,  for  there  were 
children  enough  to  fill  both  schools,  "if  they  would  exert  themselves  a 
little  to  obtain  scholars,  both  teachers  would  be  sufficiently  en- 
couraged." There  were  13  scholars  in  the  new  female  school  with  two 
more  to  enter  later.  Hassell  entered  his  little  five-year-old  son, 
Sylvester,  in  school  on  opening  day,  March  15,  and  his  son,  Theodore, 
in  the  male  academy  under  Mr.  Pullen.  A  few  years  later,  in  July, 
1852,  Elder  Hassell  was  again  elected  and  returned  to  the  board  of 
trustees,  remaining  a  member  until  his  death  in  1880. 

Writing  in  his  diary  about  his  own  education,  Elder  Hassell  said  he 
was  sent  to  school  in  this  third  year— an  older  friend  taking  him  to  the 
private  school  of  "Crazy  Luke  Bennett ...  (he  was  deranged  only  at 
times). . .  ."  According  to  the  diary,  a  pillow  was  provided  for  Hassell 
to  nap  near  the  master's  desk,  and  "in  a  fairly  short  time  he  was 
learning  to  read  and  spell."  He  also  notes  that  the  most  important  part 
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of  his  education— completed  before  his  father's  death  in  1824— was  in 
the  Williamston  Academy  under  Charles  G.  Thain,  Chauncey  Ripley, 
Luman  Whittlesey  and  Foster  Thayer. 

In  its  final  days,  the  Williamston  Academy  faced  increasing  public 
demands  that  the  school  be  purchased  and  turned  into  a  free  school  for 
the  Williamston  community.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  believed  the  final 
academy  corporation  was  organized  in  1901  for  that  purpose,  since 
John  Dawson  Biggs,  who  had  bought  the  property  at  a  forced  sale  in 
1896  and  permitted  it  to  be  used  for  school  purposes  without  charge 
since,  was  getting  ready  to  tear  the  building  down  and  use  the  lot  for 
other  purposes.  A  popular  teacher,  C.  W.  Wilson,  was  preparing  to 
leave  the  academy  after  three  ''good"  years  to  accept  a  better-paying 
position  elsewhere,  and  the  future  of  the  old  institution  appeared  un- 
certain. It  was  then  that  the  new  academy  firm,  incorporated  that 
year,  bought  the  building  and  grounds  for  $1,000  and  operated  it  for  two 
more  years,  W.  A.  Hudgens  being  the  principal  for  the  1901-02  term  and 
R.  J.  Peel  for  the  1902-03  term.  Mr.  Peel  also  served  as  public  school 
superintendent  for  the  county  during  the  1902-03  term.  The  academy 
company  then  sold  the  building,  grounds  and  furniture  to  trustees  of 
the  Williamston  Graded  School  District  in  August,  1903,  the  district 
having  been  created  by  the  legislature  earlier  the  same  year.  This 
marked  the  close  of  the  academy  as  a  private  school,  which  during  its 
existence  of  nearly  a  century,  had  exerted  so  much  influence  on  the  life 
of  the  town  and  county. 
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CHAPTER  XV 

OTHER  EARLY  SCHOOLS 

Without  question,  other  private  and  public  schools  of  the  past  cen- 
tury have  made  contributions  to  the  educational  history  of  Martin 
County  comparable  to  those  of  Williamston  Academy.  However,  most 
of  their  records  have  been  lost,  while  the  old  Williamston  Academy 
minutes  book  provides  practically  a  complete  record  of  actions  taken 
by  its  trustees  and  reports  of  its  progress  almost  from  the  date  of  its 
founding  in  1816  until  around  1890.  The  only  reason  for  the 
disproportionate  space  given  one  institution  over  that  of  all  the  others 
is  simply  the  difference  in  availability  of  authentic  information. 

There  are  a  few  scattered  references  to  private  schools  that  were  in 
operation  before  the  Williamston  Academy  was  chartered  in  1816,  but 
very  little  is  to  be  learned  about  them.  Elder  C.  B.  Hassell  refers  to  one 
in  a  diary  entry,  stating  that  he  attended  school  in  his  third  year— 
which  would  be  around  1812  or  1813,  since  he  was  born  in  October, 
1809— taught  by  Luke  Bennett  in  Williamston.  This  would  be  the  oldest 
school  in  the  county  of  which  there  is  any  written  record.  These  types 
of  schools  were  held  mostly  in  the  homes  of  the  teachers  or  plantation 
owners,  many  of  the  latter  employing  teachers  for  their  children  and 
other  members  of  their  families  and  employees. 

Mason  Wiggins  is  recorded  in  some  of  the  old  papers  as  being  a 
teacher  at  the  Penny  Slade  plantation  private  school  in  the  early 
1800's.  In  November,  1827,  there  was  a  Bachelor's  Academy  operating 
somewhere  in  Martin  County,  exact  location  not  known,  but  believed  to 
have  been  in  the  Hamilton  section.  The  Tarboro  Free  Press  had  a  brief 
article  about  that  time  quoting  from  a  speech  made  by  Jacob  J.  Watts 
upon  his  election  as  president  of  the  Bachelor's  Academy  board  of 
trustees,  in  which  he  defended  the  academy's  position  in  not  offering 
foreign  language  courses.  He  was  quoted  as  saying:  "An  objection 
may  be  drawn  by  some  of  our  neighbors  .  .  .  because  in  this  school  are 
not  taught  Latin,  Greek,  Hebrew  and  French;  but  shall  this  objection 
have  any  weight?  Shall  the  trustees  of  this  institution,  or  even  the 
parents  and  guardians  of  children  placed  at  this  academy,  be 
discouraged  because  we  do  not  profess  to  teach  the  languages?  No 
Englishman  has  any  reason  to  complain,  since  our  tongue  has  reached 
its  present  degree  of  excellence." 

On  August  10,  1828,  Skewarkey  Primitive  Baptist  Church  gave 
permission  for  erection  of  a  schoolhouse  "in  the  fork  of  the  road." 
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Exact  location  of  the  school  was  not  indicated,  but  it  could  have  been  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  present  Southerner  Motel,  just  south  of  the 
Williams  ton  city  limits.  Names  of  those  who  sought  permission  for  the 
school  were  not  recorded  in  the  church  minutes.  The  name  of  Peyton 
S.  Boyett  is  listed  as  a  school  teacher  in  the  Bryant  Bennett  papers  of 
1839,  now  in  the  Duke  University  Library.  Two  other  teachers  named 
in  the  Bennett  papers  include  William  R.  Hyman  in  1840  and  N.  L. 
Graves  in  1860.  The  1840  census  reports  there  were  six  "primary  and 
common  schools,"  with  a  total  enrollment  of  150  pupils,  but  where  they 
were  located  and  length  of  the  term  are  not  indicated.  The  same 
census  said  there  were  370  white  persons  over  20  years  of  age  who 
could  neither  read  nor  write  out  of  a  total  population  of  4,438  white 
persons  of  all  ages  in  the  county  at  that  time. 

In  the  1840' s,  Prof.  James  H.  Horner  started  his  private  school  in 
Hamilton,  locating  it  in  Academy  Hall,  one  door  north  of  the  Methodist 
church.  He  remained  there  for  about  10  or  12  years,  the  school  being 
co-educational,  and  then  later  going  to  Oxford,  where  he  operated  his 
famous  Horner's  Military  School.  James  Augustus  Whitley,  who  was 
to  become  one  of  Martin  County's  most  distinguished  Confederate 
soldiers— one  of  the  three  Southerners  "farthest  at  Gettysberg"— 
studied  under  Professor  De  Ford  of  Pennsylvania  at  Hamilton  in  the 
1850's  and  also  attended  Horner's  School  there. 

Hamilton  and  Williamston  seem  to  have  had  a  "corner"  on  the 
market  for  early  private  schools  and  academies.  While  there  were 
some  in  other  sections  of  the  county,  most  were  operated  in  or  near 
those  two  towns,  which  were  largest  in  the  county.  Stephen  W.  Out- 
terbridge,  one  of  the  two  most  noted  early  educators  native  to  the 
county— Elder  Sylvester  Hassell  being  the  other— had  a  private  school 
near  Hamilton  both  before  and  after  the  Civil  War.  It  was  located  at 
his  ancestral  home  place,  "Mimosa  Grove,"  about  a  half  mile  west  of 
Butler's  Bridge  on  present  Highway  42,  and  he  taught  there  for  a 
number  of  years,  some  of  the  students  boarding  at  his  home.  He  also 
taught  in  private  schools  at  Hamilton. 

Mr.  Outterbridge  moved  to  Robersonville  in  1885,  where  he  taught  in 
both  public  and  private  schools  until  his  retirement  at  age  75  around 
1900.  He  first  taught  school  there  in  the  old  Masonic  Hall,  located  on 
Main  Street,  and  later  at  his  private  school  in  a  building  next  to  his 
home  on  Outterbridge  Street.  After  his  retirement  he  continued  to  live 
in  Robersonville,  where  he  died  on  January  28,  1915,  at  the  age  of  90 
years  and  five  days.  Besides  his  services  as  a  teacher,  he  was  a 
member  of  the  county  board  of  education  for  a  number  of  years  and 
served  two  terms  in  the  lower  house  of  the  General  Assembly.  He  and 
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his  wife,  affectionately  known  as  "Cousin  Sue,"  were  perhaps  the  best- 
known  and  best-loved  personages  in  Martin  County's  early  educational 
history. 

An  entry  in  an  old  Hamilton  Steam  Mill  account  book  shows  that  J. 
E.  Short  operated  and  taught  a  school  in  Hamilton  around  the  year 
1855,  and  around  1850  a  Joseph  Short  taught  a  common  school  in 
Williamston,  located  near  the  present  site  of  the  old  Home  Laundry 
building  on  Warren  Street.  This  could  have  been  the  same  man. 
Possibly  a  relative,  Miss  Lizzie  Short,  is  listed  as  a  teacher  in  the 
academy  at  Williamston  in  1884,  along  with  Miss  Sue  Williams. 

Discussing  educational  opportunities  in  the  county  when  he  was  a 
boy  about  the  time  of  the  Civil  War,  Luke  L.  Roberson  in  1927,  then 
about  70  years  old  and  living  in  Parmele,  said  there  were  no  free 
schools  in  the  days  of  his  youth.  His  first  two  years  of  schooling,  he 
said,  were  in  an  "entered  school,"  where  each  pupil  paid  the  teacher 
for  his  or  her  tuition.  His  first  teacher  was  Mrs.  Nancy  J.  Manning, 
and  he  walked  more  than  two  miles  to  the  small  square  log  structure, 
with  a  dirt  chimney,  located  about  three  miles  southwest  of  James ville 
in  Williams  Township.  Discipline  was  strict,  as  he  remembered  it,  and 
the  fundamentals  of  an  education  and  high  ideals  were  taught. 

An  article  in  the  Williamston  Mercury  of  May  11, 1859,  reported  that 
pupils  of  Mrs.  Warrock's  school  held  a  May  celebration  that  year.  Her 
husband  is  believed  to  have  been  a  physician  in  Williamston  who 
probably  was  founder  and  editor  of  'The  Roanoke  Herald,"  first 
newspaper  of  which  there  is  a  record  in  Williamston  (prior  to  1856), 
although  no  copies  of  it  can  be  located  at  this  time. 

When  Samuel  Smithwick  took  the  federal  census  for  Martin  County 
in  1850,  he  listed  the  names  of  only  14  school  teachers,  including  two 
"schoolmasters,"  or  principals.  However,  he  reported  the  county  had 
two  male  academies,  with  60  pupils  and  two  teachers,  and  two  female 
academies  with  40  pupils  ;  as  well  as  25  common  schools  with  a  total  of 
about  900  pupils.  The  census  listed  the  following  school  teachers  who 
were  residents  in  the  county  at  that  time:  William  L.  Bryant,  Allen 
Eason,  William  R.  Hyman,  John  R.  Lanier,  William  Lanier,  Loving  .  . . 
(?),  Albert  Purvis,  William  B.  Rogerson,  Joseph  Short,  Joel  Ward, 
Franklin  Ward,  and  John  H.  Whitaker.  Thomas  Lee  and  William 
Spruill  were  the  two  schoolmasters.  William  L.  Hyman  was  a  fairly 
rich  teacher,  the  census  showing  he  was  worth  $900,  quite  a  sum  for 
that  day. 

Around  1875,  Miss  Sue  Williams,  who  came  to  Williamston  from 
Gates  County,  had  a  private  school  in  the  Masonic  Hall.  She  later 
taught  for  several  years  in  the  Williamston  Academy.  Several  other 
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academy  teachers  also  at  one  time  or  another  had  private  schools  in 
opposition  to  that  institution,  among  them  Samuel  W.  Watts,  Miss 
Ellen  Lovering,  Thomas  C.  Hooper,  and  Miss  Martha  Brickhouse. 

For  the  school  year  ending  September  1,  1878,  the  state  superin- 
tendent of  public  instruction  reported  there  were  six  private  schools  in 
Martin  County,  as  follows :  Williamston  Academy,  Miss  Sue  Williams, 
principal,  10  male  and  20  female  students;  Hamilton  Academy,  Miss 
Jennie  Boyle,  principal,  5  male  and  10  female  pupils;  Rev.  John  E. 
Short  private  school,  Williamston,  8  male  and  9  female  pupils;  Mrs. 
Shaw  infants'  school,  Williamston,  6  male  and  5  female  pupils;  Mrs. 
Mary  E.  Knight  private  school,  Jamesville,  6  male  and  8  female 
pupils;  and  William  Thad  Lawrence  private  school,  Hamilton,  15  male 
and  10  female  pupils. 

A  number  of  private  academies  were  in  operation  in  the  county 
around  1884,  when  there  were  also  26  white  and  10  colored  public 
schools.  Miss  J.  Walker  is  listed  as  a  teacher  in  an  academy  at 
Dymond  City,  only  time  there  is  any  mention  of  a  white  school  in  that 
town;  although  county  records  show  Miss  Susanna  Fisher  was  paid  $6 
tuition  in  1889  for  teaching  the  children  of  H.  P.  Noland,  who  lived 
there.  Mrs.  M.  E.  Knight  and  Miss  J.  McCoy  were  teachers  in  the 
academy  at  Jamesville;  W.  A.  Ray  was  teacher  in  the  academy  at 
Robersonville;  and  John  Duckett  and  S.  W.  Outterbridge  taught  at  the 
preparatory  institute  in  Hamilton.  There  is  also  an  academy  listed  at 
Wilsonville,  believed  to  have  been  the  Wilson  Academy,  located  on  the 
Billy  Wilson  farm  between  Everetts  and  Gold  Point.  An  item  in  the 
Tarboro  newspaper  says  a  Professor  Allen  started  a  school  in  "the 
academy"  at  Hamilton  on  August  6,  1888,  with  90  pupils,  increased  to 
102  a  week  later. 

A  deed  was  recorded  in  1886,  dated  December  31,  1884,  for  a  school 
that  never  was  established,  so  far  as  can  be  learned.  It  was  from 
William  E.  Griffin  to  Noah  Peel,  Simon  D.  Griffin  and  J.  Edwin  Peel, 
trustees  of  Swain's  Branch  Academy,  and  describes  the  lot  being 
transferred  as  located  "on  the  Williamston-Washington  road,  begin- 
ning at  a  lightwood  stump  on  the  road,  thence  running  north  along  the 
road  to  Swain's  Branch,  thence  down  the  branch  to  Asa  Peel's  line, 
thence  running  south  160  feet  along  Asa  Peel's  line  to  a  lightwood 
stump,  thence  nearly  west  to  the  beginning."  According  to  James  C. 
Manning,  former  Martin  County  superintendent  of  schools  (1931-1965), 
he  has  no  knowledge  and  there  is  no  record  of  any  school  by  that  name 
ever  being  established  in  the  Smithwick's  Creek  section  of  Griffins 
Township,  where  the  lot  is  located. 

L.  T.  Buchanan  was  principal  of  Hamilton  Preparatory  Institute, 
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male  and  female,  in  July,  1886,  that  school  having  three  or  four  in- 
structors that  year,  with  about  100  students.  Some  of  them  boarded  in 
town,  the  boarding  cost  reported  to  be  $8  to  $10  per  month.  Several 
years  later,  Mrs.  M.  C.  Carraway  opened  her  school  in  Hamilton  on 
September  4, 1890.  Also  in  the  1890's,  the  John  D.  Simpson  School  was 
in  operation  at  Simpson's  Hill,  about  three  miles  northeast  of  Everetts, 
first  teacher  being  Miss  Betty  Jenkins  and  later  Miss  Lula  Jenkins. 
There  is  a  notation  in  King's  Weekly,  Greenville,  on  March  10,  1899, 
that  "Prof.  C.  L.  Linney  has  given  up  his  school  (in  Hamilton)  and 
returned  home,  and  Prof.  Stewart  Smith  of  Scotland  Neck  has  been 
employed."  Also  in  the  same  paper  on  June  30, 1899,  appears  the  news 
that  "Mrs.  Maggie  Briley's  school  near  Hassell  will  close  on  the 
evening  of  July  4." 

In  addition  to  Sylvester  Hassell  and  several  other  outstanding 
Williamston  Academy  teachers  previously  named,  there  were  two 
more  teachers  in  county  private  schools  who  went  on  to  perform 
service  of  a  distinguished  nature  to  the  entire  state.  Dr.  Washington 
Caruthers  Kerr,  a  noted  scientist  of  the  past  century,  taught  at 
Williamston  Academy  in  1850,  following  his  graduation  from  the 
University  of  North  Carolina.  A  Guilford  County  native,  he  was  or- 
phaned at  an  early  age  and  had  to  struggle  for  his  education.  He 
taught  at  Davidson  College  for  nine  years  after  leaving  Williamston, 
then  spent  several  years  with  the  Nautical  Almanac  at  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  where  he  made  astronomical  computations  concerning  lunar 
distances  and  eclipses  and  conducted  other  scientific  investigations. 
Afterwards  he  returned  to  make  his  greatest  contribution  to  North 
Carolina  as  state  geologist,  traveling  through  every  county  on  horse- 
back in  the  process  of  platting  and  cataloguing  its  natural  resources. 
The  other  outstanding  teacher  was  John  Duckett  of  Robeson  County, 
who  was  principal  of  Hamilton  Institute  in  1884,  with  Stephen  W. 
Outterbridge  as  his  assistant.  He  went  from  there  to  Greenville,  later 
to  Lumberton,  and  in  1901  became  assistant  to  State  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  Thomas  P.  Toon  in  the  administration  of  Charles  B. 
Ay  cock,  "the  educational  governor." 

It  is  extremely  regrettable  that  no  names  are  to  be  found  or  records 
are  available  about  the  first  educators  in  the  area  that  was  to  become 
Martin  County.  They  were  those  employed  as  tutors  or  teachers  to 
hold  classes  on  the  larger  plantations  or  in  the  homes  of  the  more  af- 
fluent people  of  those  early  days  for  members  of  their  own  households, 
including  not  only  their  children  but  also  those  of  their  relatives,  as 
well  as  their  overseers,  members  of  their  staffs  and  even  some  of  the 
slaves  on  occasion.    Those  who  received  the  rudiments  of  their 
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education  in  such  manner  later  became  the  leaders  and  promoters  of 
the  more  sophisticated  educational  methods  that  developed  from 
essentially  crude  beginnings.  Such  records  are  simply  not  available, 
however,  and  the  names  of  many  of  those  to  whom  credit  is  due  are  lost 
in  the  recesses  of  the  dim  past. 

Nevertheless,  a  few  scattered  records,  including  the  old  Williamston 
Academy  minutes,  enables  some  measure  of  recognition  to  be  given  a 
few  of  the  more  distinguished  teachers  who  came  a  little  later  in  the 
county's  educational  history— from  the  early  1800's  through  the 
remainder  of  that  century.  Progress  that  has  been  made  in  later  years 
has  been  due  in  large  part  to  the  principles  inculcated  by  them  and, 
while  perfection  has  not  and  will  never  be  attained,  development  was 
gradual  and  continuous  over  a  long  period  of  time. 

Among  the  earliest  outstanding  teachers  of  which  there  are  written 
records  would  have  to  be  included  several  of  those  employed  in  the 
Williamston  Academy.  Elder  C.  B.  Hassell's  diary  notes  the  most 
important  part  of  his  education  was  attained  before  1824  under  the 
tutelage  of  Charles  G.  Thain,  Luman  Whittlesey,  Chauncey  Ripley  and 
Foster  Thayer.  All  of  them  taught  at  the  academy,  Thain  and  Whit- 
tlesey being  the  first  two  employed  at  that  school  after  its  opening  in 
1818.  Other  outstanding  teachers  at  the  academy  during  the  1800's 
would  include  Asa  Matthews  of  Maine,  D.  G.  Gillespie  of  Delaware, 
Washington  C.  Kerr,  J.  T.  Dean,  Martin  County's  own  Sylvester 
Hassell,  Misses  Catherine  W.  Bridgman  of  Massachusetts,  Sue 
Williams,  Chloe  Biggs  (later  Mrs.  John  R.  Lanier),  and  Bettie  Moore 
(later  Mrs.  W.  H.  Harrell). 

There  are  a  number  of  others  who  would  have  to  be  included  in  any 
list  of  distinguished  teachers  in  the  county  during  the  1800's,  although 
they  did  not  teach  in  the  academy  at  Williamston.  James  H.  Horner 
was  one  of  them,  operating  a  school  at  Hamilton  for  10  or  12  years  in 
the  1840's  and  1850's  before  going  to  Oxford  and  opening  his  famous 
Horner's  Military  Academy.  Stephen  W.  Outterbridge,  a  Martin 
County  native,  was  another,  operating  private  schools  at  his  ancestral 
home  near  Butler's  Bridge,  in  Hamilton  and  Robersonville,  and  also 
teaching  in  the  public  schools  at  Robersonville.  His  career  in 
education  began  before  the  Civil  War  and  continued,  except  for  the 
time  he  was  in  the  Confederate  Army,  for  some  50  years  until  he 
retired  around  1900.  He  also  served  several  terms  on  the  county  board 
of  education  and  two  terms  in  the  legislature.  Other  outstanding 
teachers  of  the  1800's  include  J.  E.  Short,  who  taught  in  both  Hamilton 
and  Williamston,  and  John  Duckett  of  Robeson  County  who  went  on  to 
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become  assistant  state  superintendent  of  public  instruction  around  the 
turn  of  the  century. 

There  undoubtedly  are  many  others  who  belong  in  the  list  of  out- 
standing educators  of  the  past  century  in  this  county,  but  records  are 
rather  sketchy  about  some  of  them.  Despite  lack  of  individual 
recognition,  the  work  of  these  pioneers  contributed  mightily  to  the 
growth  and  progress  of  education  in  Martin  County  and  speaks  more 
eloquently  than  mere  words  in  any  assessment  of  their  ac- 
complishments in  that  field. 
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CHAPTER  XVI 


BEGINNING  OF  PUBLIC  EDUCATION 

Public  education  was  of  primary  concern  to  the  people  of  North 
Carolina  from  its  very  beginning  as  a  colony.  Among  its  earliest 
statutes  were  those  changing  the  responsibility  for  education  from  the 
church  to  local  government.  Laws  adopted  in  1775  and  1777,  after  the 
state  had  been  established,  based  on  a  Virginia  colonial  act  of  1643, 
directed  county  courts  to  "enjoin  the  overseers  of  the  poor  and 
guardians  of  orphans  to  educate  them  to  their  best  endeavors  in 
Christian  religion  and  in  the  rudiments  of  learning  and  to  provide  for 
them  necessaries,  according  to  the  competence  of  their  estates.  .  .  ." 

The  history  of  public  schools  in  Martin  County  prior  to  1885  is  rather 
sketchy  and  was  gathered  in  bits  and  pieces  from  various  sources,  due 
to  destruction  of  earlier  records  in  the  courthouse  fire  of  1884.  It 
cannot  be  learned  where  or  when  the  first  "common  school,"  as  it  was 
known  then,  was  located  in  this  county,  but  it  must  have  been  shortly 
after  enactment  of  the  first  public  school  law  in  1839,  as  Elder  C.  B. 
Hassell  mentions  in  his  diary  that  he  was  "chosen  one  of  the  com- 
mitteemen for  School  District  No.  5  in  1840,  and  went  to  work  by  getting 
subscriptions  for  a  house  to  the  amount  of  $100." 

A  bill  proposing  establishment  of  free  schools  was  introduced  in  the 
colonial  assembly  in  1749,  before  North  Carolina  became  a  state,  but  it 
failed  of  passage.  The  constitutional  convention  of  1835  made  possible 
passage  of  the  first  public  school  law  in  1839,  providing  that  for  every 
dollar  raised  in  a  local  school  district,  two  dollars  would  be  allocated 
from  the  state  literary  fund,  which  had  been  established  by  an  1825  law 
as  an  aid  to  public  education. 

The  1839  law  also  provided  that  five  and  not  more  than  ten  persons, 
one  to  be  chairman,  were  to  be  elected  "superintendents"  of  the 
common  schools  in  each  county;  each  county  was  to  be  divided  in 
school  districts  "containing  not  more  than  six  square  miles,  but  having 
regard  for  the  number  of  white  children  in  each" ;  the  districts  were  to 
be  numbered  by  the  county  school  "superintendents,"  and  three  but 
not  more  than  six  local  committeemen  were  to  be  appointed  in  each 
district;  and  "if  any  refuse  or  show  negligence"  he  shall  forfeit  $50  to 
the  literary  fund.  The  matching  funds  were  to  be  allocated  to  districts 
where  "schoolhouses  have  been  erected  to  accommodate  at  least  50 
scholars."  This  law  was  endorsed  the  same  year  by  Martin  County 
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voters  the  first  time  a  general  state  election  was  held  on  the  question, 
but  it  failed  to  carry  in  the  neighboring  county  of  Edgecombe. 

The  1840  census  showed  there  were  six  primary  and  common  schools 
in  Martin  County  that  year,  with  a  total  of  130  pupils.  Three  of  the 
schools  were  said  to  be  in  the  Williamston  area  with  50  pupils,  there 
were  two  schools  in  the  Hamilton  area  with  45  pupils  and  one  school  in 
the  Goose  Nest  section  with  35  pupils.  The  number  of  teachers  was  not 
shown,  but  it  was  the  usual  case  in  those  early  days  to  have  one- 
teacher  schools,  and  it  is  very  likely  that  there  were  six  teachers  for 
the  six  schools. 

Only  general  figures  are  shown  in  the  1850  census,  and  it  is  probable 
they  were  estimates,  except  that  the  number  of  schools,  listed  as  25, 
could  have  been  an  exact  count.  The  report  said  there  were  900  pupils 
in  common  schools  and  100  in  four  private  academies.  The  report 
showed  only  $529  was  raised  by  taxation  out  of  the  total  cost  of  $1,416 
for  the  25  public  schools,  the  remaining  $887  coming  from  other 
sources,  including  the  state  literary  fund.  It  was  also  reported  that 
$2,400  was  the  total  cost  of  operating  the  four  private  academies. 

The  United  States  Census  of  1850  was  not  exactly  clear  about  its 
figures  relative  to  the  schools  and  students  at  that  time.  It  reported 
there  were  about  1,000  students  in  the  county,  100  said  to  be  attending 
four  private  academies  and  the  remaining  900  in  upwards  of  25  public 
schools  believed  in  existence  at  that  time.  The  two  male  academies, 
also  with  two  teachers,  had  a  total  of  40  students.  Only  14  teachers 
were  listed  as  residents  of  the  county,  but  it  is  possible  schools  were  not 
in  session  when  the  census  was  taken,  and  some  of  the  teachers  may 
have  been  out  of  the  county  or  engaged  in  other  work  at  that  time. 

Very  little  state  aid  was  made  available  to  the  public  schools  of  this 
county  in  1852,  according  to  a  report  in  an  old  newspaper  found  in  the 
files  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina  Library  in  Chapel  Hill.  The 
county,  which  had  a  total  population  of  6,961  in  1850,  received  $556.88  as 
its  share  of  the  state  literary  fund  in  1852.  The  distribution  was  made 
under  date  of  April  8,  that  year,  apparently  in  time  for  a  few  weeks  of 
school  during  the  summer  months.  Amount  available  for  distribution 
among  all  the  schools  of  the  state  that  year  was  $60,283.36,  according  to 
the  story  in  the  old  paper. 

Speaking  about  public  school  conditions  in  Griffins  Township  in  1857, 
W.  H.  Peel,  a  county  teacher  in  1907,  said  there  were  two  "free 
schools"  in  the  section  at  that  time,  both  small  frame  structures  with 
no  glass  windows.  Wooden  bench-type  seats  extended  around  the  sides 
of  the  interior,  and  there  were  no  desks  or  blackboards.  Courses  of- 
fered included  reading,  writing,  spelling,  grammar  and  Emerson's 
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arithmetic.  By  contrast,  in  1907  there  were  six  schools  in  the  township, 
five  white  and  one  colored,  and  all  had  desks  and  glass  windows. 

Public  education  in  Martin  County  gained  some  forward  impetus  in 
1853,  when  Calvin  E.  Wiley  became  North  Carolina's  first  state 
superintendent  of  public  instruction.  Abstracts  from  his  annual 
reports  show  that  in  1855,  the  county  had  26  school  districts,  23  of  which 
had  schools  in  operation,  with  966  pupils  enrolled  out  of  a  school 
population  of  1,890.  Average  length  of  term  was  three  months,  and 
salaries  of  teachers  ranged  from  $25  to  $33  a  month.  Five  years  later, 
in  1860,  with  the  Civil  War  approaching,  there  were  27  districts,  23  of 
which  were  operating  schools,  with  833  pupils  enrolled  out  of  a  school 
population  of  1,691.  There  were  also  150  attending  four  private  schools 
in  the  county  at  that  time.  The  average  length  of  term  was  up  to  three 
and  a  half  months.  The  state  report  shows  30  male  and  5  female 
teachers  in  the  county  at  that  time,  but  the  census  lists  only  12  who 
gave  teaching  as  their  occupation.  Disbursements  for  the  school  year 
ending  in  1860  were  not  cited  in  the  state  report,  but  A.  R.  Coffield, 
county  superintendent,  had  reported  expenditures  of  $2,514.37  in  the 
preceding  year,  1859.  In  1862,  school  expenditures  had  dropped  to 
$999.86,  but  the  enrollment  and  similar  statistics  were  not  given. 

Just  prior  to  and  immediately  following  the  Civil  War,  the  average 
term  of  public  schools  was  around  four  months,  and  the  average  for 
teachers'  salaries  was  approaching  $24  or  $25  per  month.  Per  capita 
expenditures  of  funds  allocated  by  the  county  was  about  $1.25.  It  was 
about  this  time  that  Archibald  H.  Coffield  was  chosen  by  county 
authorities  to  become  Martin  County's  first  superintendent  of  common 
schools  in  1859.  He  had  served  two  terms  in  the  General  Assembly  as 
county  representative  earlier— in  1846  and  1848— and  he  continued  to 
supervise  the  schools  of  the  county  until  some  time  during  the  Civil 
War,  when  public  education  virtually  came  to  a  standstill. 

Figures  available  from  the  state  superintendent's  reports  in  1870 
reflect  to  some  extent  the  confusion  created  in  the  public  school  system 
by  the  war  and  its  aftermath.  John  S.  Short,  of  Williamston,  examiner 
for  teachers  in  the  county  that  year,  reported  that  there  were  17 
schools  in  the  county,  15  white,  2  colored,  all  ungraded;  17  teachers 
were  approved  by  oral  examinations,  6  white  men,  2  colored  men,  9 
white  women.  The  state  superintendent's  report  shows  there  were  510 
pupils  in  school;  while  the  decennial  census,  taken  that  year,  listed 
only  253  white  and  89  colored  children  in  school,  for  a  total  of  342. 
Manifestly,  one  of  the  reports  was  wrong.  The  census  also  reported 
there  were  eight  private  day  schools.  Township  school  taxes  for  that 
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year  were  reported  as  follows:  Williamston,  $789.54;  Jamesville, 
$401.54;  Hamilton,  $890;  total  $2,081.08. 

The  reconstruction  period  was  to  prove  about  as  detrimental  to  the 
educational  system  as  did  the  war  itself,  and  it  was  the  latter  part  of 
the  1870 's  before  the  schools  were  to  begin  making  real  progress  again. 
For  the  school  year  ending  in  1872,  H.  H.  Lanier,  who  succeeded  Short 
as  county  teacher  examiner,  reported  only  11  teachers  were  certified, 
compared  with  17  two  years  before.  Attendance  was  pitiful,  118  white 
and  98  colored  for  a  total  of  216,  as  compared  with  510  in  1870.  The 
county  received  $322.25  from  the  state  that  year  for  education,  plus 
$1,677  from  poll  taxes  and  $1,285.01  from  property  taxes,  for  a  total  of 
$3,284.26,  a  substantial  percentage  of  which  was  carried  over  to  the 
following  year. 

The  next  five  or  six  years  saw  a  steady  increase  in  enrollment,  at- 
tendance and  number  of  districts  in  the  public  school  system  of  the 
county,  with  funds  remaining  about  on  the  same  level.  In  the  school 
year  1877-78,  the  average  term  was  only  eight  weeks,  and  the  average 
teacher  salary  was  $23.50,  slightly  less  than  the  $24  average  reached 
just  before  the  war.  The  school  population  that  year  was  2,025  white 
and  1,650  colored,  with  1,110  enrolled  in  33  white  school  districts  and  an 
average  attendance  of  only  626.  The  colored  record  was  slightly 
better,  the  school  population  being  $1,651  with  1,370  enrolled  and  821  in 
average  daily  attendance.  Total  disbursements  were  $3,553.42. 

Following  the  Civil  War,  Jesse  A.  B.  Cooper  became  the  second 
county  superintendent,  and  he  effected  a  complete  reorganization  of 
the  county's  school  system  in  1878,  when  there  were  33  white  and  21 
colored  districts.  A  report  by  County  Treasurer  C.  B.  Hassell  at  that 
time  indicates  there  was  an  allotment  of  $1.04  per  capita  for  public 
education,  but  it  is  not  shown  if  that  figure  was  based  on  census  of 
school-age  children,  enrollment  or  attendance  records.  Two  years 
later,  in  1879-80,  the  average  school  term  was  increased  to  11  weeks 
and  the  average  teacher  salary  was  $25  per  month. 

The  report  of  the  state  board  of  education  for  1881  shows  that  the 
Rev.  T.  B.  Haughton,  rector  of  the  Williamston  Episcopal  church,  was 
county  superintendent  at  that  time.  He  had  previously  served  as 
county  teacher  examiner  for  a  number  of  years,  and  he  and  Mr. 
Cooper  were  to  alternate  as  county  superintendent  and  chairman  of 
the  board  of  education  from  1884  until  their  deaths,  Mr.  Cooper  in 
November,  1888,  and  Mr.  Haughton  in  November,  1894.  Mr.  Haughton 
was  county  superintendent  from  1881  until  December,  1884,  when  he 
became  chairman  of  the  board  of  education  and  Mr.  Cooper  became 
county  superintendent.  They  reversed  positions  in  December,  1886, 
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Mr.  Cooper  continuing  as  chairman  of  the  board  until  his  death  in  1888 
and  Mr.  Haughton  continuing  as  county  superintendent  until  his  death 
in  1894,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Sylvester  Hassell. 

A  large  number  of  small  school  buildings  were  erected  from  the  late 
1870's  until  around  1900.  Records  show  many  were  about  the  same 
size,  usually  30  feet  long  by  20  feet  wide,  with  12  feet  pitch  between 
the  joists.  In  all,  51  white  and  32  colored  school  districts  were  created 
by  the  county  board  of  education  prior  to  1900,  many  of  them  served  by 
the  little  one-room  one-teacher  buildings,  located  in  virtually  every 
accessible  section  of  the  county.  Some  lots  were  donated  for  the 
schools,  others  were  sold  for  nominal  sums  with  provisions  for  even- 
tual return  to  the  original  owners  if  the  land  ceased  to  be  used  for 
educational  purposes,  and  in  a  few  cases  the  board  of  education  was 
forced  to  condemn  the  property  needed.  Some  deeds  contained 
unusual  conditions  and  restrictions,  including  one  which  provided  the 
deed  was  to  become  null  and  void  if  ''parties  or  any  kind  of  revelling" 
were  allowed  in  the  schoolhouse.  Conditions  and  exceptions  became  so 
numerous,  in  fact,  that  in  1901  the  legislature  adopted  an  act  forbidding 
county  boards  of  education  to  take  title  to  any  lands  having  exceptions 
in  the  deeds. 

Since  it  was  impossible  to  bring  the  pupils  to  the  schools  in  those 
early  days  it  appears  the  authorities  began  working  on  the  theory  that 
they  would  bring  the  schools  to  the  pupils.  During  the  latter  part  of  the 
past  century  a  total  of  84  districts  were  created  in  the  county,  although 
there  was  never  quite  that  many  in  operation  at  any  one  time.  The 
maximum  probably  was  achieved  around  1901,  when  49  white  and  32 
colored  districts  had  schools  in  operation.  Following  that  year,  con- 
solidations of  the  units  began  to  take  place,  increasing  in  succeeding 
years  after  the  school  bus  came  into  being  and  all-weather  roads  were 
built  to  make  transportation  relatively  easy. 

After  the  school  system  was  reorganized  by  Cooper  in  1878,  some 
progress  was  made  in  the  next  decade  in  closing  the  gap  between  the 
census  of  those  of  school  age  and  attendance.  In  1885  there  were  5,128 
persons  in  the  county  between  the  ages  of  6  and  21  years,  2,450  white 
and  2,678  colored,  which  was  about  38  per  cent  more  than  the  1877  count 
of  3,728,  1957  white  and  1,771  colored.  During  the  same  period,  the 
number  attending  school  increased  by  45  per  cent,  from  1,377  in  1877,  of 
which  739  were  white  and  638  colored,  to  1,986  in  1885,  including  1,122 
white  and  864  colored. 
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CHAPTER  XVn 

NUMBERS  AND  NAMES  OF  WHITE  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS 

First  official  information  as  to  the  numbers  and  names  of  the 
numerous  school  districts  to  be  found  is  in  Minutes  Book  No.  1  of  the 
Martin  County  Board  of  Education.  Minutes  were  recorded  prior  to 
those  in  this  book  which  begins  December  1, 1884,  but  they  were  either 
lost  or  destroyed  in  the  courthouse  fire  of  1884,  probably  the  latter. 

Minute  Books  Nos.  1  and  2,  covering  the  period  from  December,  1884, 
to  the  early  1920's,  show  that  there  have  been  84  named  and  numbered 
schools  in  this  county,  including  51  white  and  33  colored.  The  numbers 
of  the  white  schools  run  right  straight  through,  from  1  through  51,  but 
there  are  only  32  numbers  for  the  33  colored  schools.  This  came  about 
when  Dymond  City  Colored  No.  24  was  discontinued  in  1893  and  the 
number  was  assigned  to  Hy man's  School  No.  24  in  Hamilton  Township 
the  same  year. 

Former  County  Superintendent  (1931-1965)  James  C.  Manning  has 
compiled  a  brief  history  of  each  of  the  84  schools  and  districts  in  Martin 
County,  based  on  information  gathered  from  minutes  of  the  board  of 
education  and  from  people  in  the  various  districts.  He  also  gives  the 
names  and  numbers  by  which  the  districts  were  known,  as  well  as 
listing  the  names  of  members  of  the  local  committees  appointed  when 
the  districts  were  formed  or  at  the  earliest  date  available  following 
their  formation.  It  should  be  remembered  that  the  starting  date  for 
this  information  is  February,  1885,  when  minutes  of  a  board  meeting 
contain  a  list  of  all  the  schools  and  committees  functioning  at  that 
time.  Starting  with  No.  1  White,  the  information  assembled  by  Mr. 
Manning  follows: 

White  District  No.  1 :  Gray's  Lower  was  the  official  name,  but  it 
was  generally  known  as  Coburn's  School,  because  it  was  located  near 
the  Sam  Coburn  home  at  Dardens  in  Jamesville  Township.  The  1885 
school  census  showed  83  persons  between  the  ages  of  6  and  21  living  in 
the  district,  and  $93.79  was  allocated  by  the  county  for  operation  of  the 
school  during  the  term.  Committee  members  at  that  time  were  Jos.  C. 
Smith,  A.  B.  Waters  and  W.  W.  Gurkin.  The  school  continued  until 
1908,  when  a  special  tax  was  voted  and  it  became  known  as  Dardens 
District  No.  1.  The  committee  then  was  composed  of  C.  C.  Fagan,  John 
C.  Getsinger  and  W.  T.  Coburn.  They  borrowed  $600  from  the  State 
Literary  Fund  and  constructed  a  two-room  building.  The  1909  school 
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census  showed  69  persons  between  the  ages  of  6  and  21  in  the  district. 
At  the  request  of  local  people,  the  school  was  eventually  consolidated 
with  Jamesville.  The  old  building  is  still  in  existence,  part  of  it  being 
used  as  a  residence  and  the  other  portion  as  a  barn. 

White  District  No.  2:  Poplar  Run  (generally  known  as  Poplar 
Chapel).  The  school  building  was  located  across  the  road  from  the 
present  Poplar  Chapel  Church.  This  school  continued  in  operation 
until  1930,  when  it  was  consolidated  with  Jamesville.  The  1885  school 
census  listed  67  between  the  ages  of  6  and  21  living  in  the  district,  and 
the  appropriation  from  the  county  school  funds  was  $75.71.  Members 
of  the  local  committee  in  1885  were  W.  T.  Mizell,  I.  T.  Hardison  and  T. 
J.  Holliday. 

White  District  No.  3:  Jamesville.  Information  available  indicates 
the  first  school  building  was  located  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  south  of 
the  old  Atlantic  Coast  Line  station  (now  SCL)  near  the  present  location 
of  the  Jamesville  Cemetery.  This  structure  continued  in  use  until  a 
new  building  was  erected  on  the  site  of  the  old  Butler  Institute.  The 
new  brick  building  in  the  center  of  Jamesville  was  completed  and 
occupied  in  1922,  and  in  1936  the  high  school  building  was  used  for  the 
first  time.  A  new  elementary  school  plant  was  under  construction 
early  in  1974  and  was  expected  to  be  in  use  the  latter  part  of  that  year. 
In  1885  there  were  76  of  school  age  in  the  school  district,  and  the  county 
appropriated  $85.88  for  its  operation.  Members  of  the  local  committee 
in  1885  were  H.  M.  Burr  as,  H.  W.  Mizell  and  J.  C.  Jordan. 
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White  District  No.  4:  Cooper's.  First  building  for  this  school  was 
located  at  the  intersection  of  Brown  Road  with  the  Martin  or  Manning 
Road  near  the  home  of  Colon  Martin  in  Jamesville  Township.  This 
continued  to  be  used  until  a  new  two-room  building  was  constructed 
about  a  mile  east  after  consolidation  with  the  Brown  School  in  1918. 
Cooper's  School  was  consolidated  with  Jamesville  in  1931.  The  1885 
school  census  lists  113  of  school  age  in  the  district  and  members  of  the 
local  committee  at  that  time  were  Henry  Roberson,  Wiley  Hamilton 
and  Frank  Jackson. 


Cooper's  School— Built  About  1918 


White  District  No.  5:  Smithwick's.  This  school  was  located  in 
Williams  Township  along  the  Jamesville-Williamston  Road  almost 
directly  across  from  its  intersection  with  what  was  known  as  the 
"Islands"  or  Will  Griffin  Road.  In  1931  the  Smithwick  School  was 
consolidated  with  Jamesville.  There  were  64  persons  between  the  ages 
of  6  and  21  in  the  district  in  the  school  census  of  1885,  and  $72.32  was 
allocated  for  the  school's  operation,  and  members  of  the  local  com- 
mittee were  Jas.  H.  Ward,  J.  N.  Griffin  and  Micajah  Perry. 

White  District  No.  6:  Riddick's  (sometimes  known  as  Hopkins). 
This  school  was  located  in  Williams  Township  on  the  Williamston- 
Jamesville  Road.  A  portion  of  the  building  is  now  part  of  the  house 
once  occupied  by  the  late  Frank  Hopkins.  In  1916  this  school  was 
consolidated  with  Ward's,  No.  32,  and  became  known  as  Sandy  Ridge, 
No.  6.  It  was  the  first  consolidated  school  in  the  county  and  also  the 
first  to  which  transportation  was  provided  pupils.   George  Coltrain 
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made  something  like  the  old-time  covered  wagon  which  was  used  to 
take  the  students  to  and  from  the  school.  The  Sandy  Ridge  School  was 
consolidated  with  Williamston  in  1931.  The  1885  census  showed  44  of 
school  age  in  the  district,  and  $49.72  was  appropriated  for  its  operation 
by  the  county  board  of  education.  Local  committee  members  were  M. 
L.  Andrews,  T.  C.  Riddick  and  J.  A.  Manning. 

White  District  No.  7:  Manning's  (generally  known  as  Fairview). 
This  school  was  located  near  Fairview  Church  in  Williams  Township. 
It  was  consolidated  with  Jamesville  in  1929,  and  the  building  was  torn 
down  and  rebuilt  near  Tar  Landing  and  became  known  as  the  Keys 
Colored  School  (originally  Colored  District  No.  28,  Haughton).  The 
1885  census  showed  41  persons  of  school  age  in  the  Manning's  district, 
and  the  appropriation  for  the  term  was  $46.33.  Members  of  the  local 
committee  then  were  Durham  Hardison,  Clayton  Hardison  and  Jos.  W. 
Hardison. 


Griffin's  School— Made  Into  Residence  Later 


White  District  No.  8:  Griffins.  The  building  still  standing,  not  the 
original  one,  was  constructed  across  the  road  from  Smithwick's  Creek 
Primitive  Baptist  CMirch  in  Griffins  Township.  Originally  a  one-room 
school,  an  additional  room  was  built  later  and  eventually  it  was  con- 
solidated with  the  Farm  Life  School.  The  1885  census  showed  69  of 
school  age  in  the  district,  and  the  county  appropriation  that  year  was 
$77.97.  Members  of  the  local  committee  were  J.  E.  Peal,  J.  B.  Griffin 
and  H.  H.  Peal. 
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Hardison's  or  Kelly  Hill  School— Built  in  1910 
(Former  County  Superintendent  J.  C.  Manning  in  Front) 

White  District  No.  9:  Hardison's.  According  to  J.  Sam  Getsinger, 
register  of  deeds  of  Martin  County  for  many  years  and  a  native  of  the 
section  where  this  school  was  located,  the  original  building  was  located 
about  where  the  present  Farm  Life  School  now  stands.  The  local 
committee  in  1885  was  composed  of  W.  H.  Daniel,  H.  T.  Manning  and  J. 
C.  Getsinger,  Jr.,  and  the  census  that  year  showed  64  persons  of  school 
age  in  the  district,  the  county  appropriating  $72.32  for  operating  the 
school.  The  first  building  continued  in  use  until  about  1910,  when, 
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following  a  controversy  extending  over  15  years,  a  new  building  was 
constructed  at  its  present  location,  next  to  Raymond  Gurkin's  store, 
the  site  being  known  as  Kelly's  Hill.  The  land  was  purchased  from 
trustees  of  the  Williamston  Methodist  Church.  The  first  census  of  the 
new  district  showed  47  persons  of  school  age,  and  the  first  local 
committee  was  composed  of  J.  L.  Coltrain,  James  A.  Roberson  and 
John  D.  Mizell.  The  school  was  consolidated  with  Farm  Life  in  1922. 

Asa  J.  Manning  Farm  Life  School 

Representing  a  consolidation  of  three  Griffins  Township  schools— 
Hardison's  No.  9,  Corey's  No.  36  and  Getsinger's  No.  42— the  Asa  J. 
Manning  Farm  Life  School  opened  for  its  initial  term  in  October,  1922, 
and  was  destined  to  have  an  important  role  in  development  of  what 
came  to  be  known  as  the  "Farm  Life  Community"  of  Martin  County. 
The  consolidation  and  building  the  brick  school  was  authorized  by  the 
county  board  of  education  at  its  meeting  in  July,  1921,  construction 
being  completed  in  time  for  opening  in  October  of  the  following  year. 
From  that  time  forward  community  activities  were  largely  centered  in 
the  school,  and  the  section  gained  wide  recognition  as  one  of  the  most 
progressive  and  cooperative  rural  areas  of  the  state. 

In  addition  to  pupils  from  the  three  schools  which  were  consolidated, 
some  additional  students  also  came  from  Lilley's  Hall  School  in 
Griffins  Township  and  Smithwick's  School  in  Williams  Township.  The 
federal  government  then  was  beginning  to  encourage  and  offer  some 
financial  help  for  establishment  and  operation  of  "farm  life"  type 
schools.  In  addition  to  regular  academic  instruction,  they  were 
designed  to  furnish  training  in  modern  agricultural  methods  for 
promotion  of  better  farming  and  home  economics  subjects  for 
development  of  improved  home  living  conditions.  The  school  was  a 
success  from  the  start  and  later  gained  the  North  Carolina  High  School 
Standard  rating.  The  high  school  was  consolidated  with  Williamston  in 
1952. 

The  first  local  committee  for  the  Farm  Life  School  was  composed  of 
N.  R.  Manning,  W.  H.  Daniel,  Henry  Roberson,  C.  C.  Coltrain  and  P.  E. 
Getsinger.  George  Smith,  a  graduate  of  Clemson  College,  was  the  first 
principal  and  teacher  of  vocational  agriculture,  and  Miss  Kathleen 
Hodges  was  the  first  teacher  of  home  economics.  The  school  was 
named  in  honor  of  Asa  J.  Manning,  who  had  been  born  and  reared  in 
the  community  and  was  serving  as  county  superintendent  of  public 
instruction  at  the  time.  Mr.  Manning  served  as  county  superintendent 
for  something  over  nine  years,  between  1914  and  1923. 

The  school  building  was  enlarged  in  1935  by  addition  of  three 
classrooms.  An  example  of  the  spirit  of  cooperation  which  marks  the 
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FARM  LIFE  SCHOOL —This  was  consolidation  of  several  Griffins 
Township  schools  in  1922.  Original  building  at  top;  middle,  frame  gym- 
nasium built  in  1940;  and  bottom,  lunchroom  built  of  people  of  community  in 
1940's. 
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community  is  reflected  in  the  manner  by  which  gymnasium  and 
lunchroom  buildings  were  obtained  a  few  years  afterwards.  The 
people  of  the  area  contributed  their  labor  for  building  the  frame 
gymnasium  and  masonry  lunchroom,  with  the  county  board  of 
education  furnishing  the  materials. 


WILLI AMSTON  GRADED  SCHOOL.— Located  at  intersection  of  Main 
and  Sycamore  Streets,  this  was  Williamston  Graded  School  building  until 
1903,  when  district  officials  bought  the  old  academy  property.  This  struture 
later  became  residence  of  Emmet  Edwards  and  was  eventually  moved  to  its 
present  location  on  Pearl  Street. 

White  District  No.  10 :  Williamston.  Members  of  the  local  committee 
in  1885  were  J.  H.  Ellison,  Henry  Cowen  and  William  Burroughs.  The 
census  showed  215  between  the  ages  of  6  and  21  years  residing  in  the 
district,  and  $242.95  was  allocated  that  year  for  operation  of  the  school. 
The  building  was  located  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Main  and 
Sycamore  Streets,  and  the  school  remained  there  in  the  county  system 
until  1903,  when  Williamston  Graded  School  was  made  a  special 
chartered  district  by  act  of  the  legislature,  and  its  trustees  bought  the 
old  academy  building.  The  old  graded  school  building  on  Main  Street 
was  made  into  a  residence  and  Emmett  Edwards  lived  there  for  a 
number  of  years.  It  was  later  moved  to  its  present  location  on  Pearl 
Street. 

After  buying  the  old  academy  building  and  site,  the  graded  school 
trustees  issued  $5,000  in  bonds  and  enlarged  the  building  to  eight 
rooms.  The  first  term  opened  there  October  5,  1903,  with  150  pupils 
enrolled.  B.  T.  Cowper  was  principal,  and  Misses  Nelle  V.  Simpson, 
Marina  Whitley  and  Sallie  Richardson  were  teachers.   Miss  Jennie 
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Williamston's  First  Brick  School— Occupied  1918 
(Later  Became  Church  Street  Elementary  School) 


Williamston  High  School — Completed  and  Occupied  in  1929 


Moore  was  in  charge  of  the  music  department.  On  September  25, 1903, 
an  advertisement  in  The  Enterprise  listed  charges  for  pupils  attending 
the  school  who  lived  outside  the  graded  school  district,  the  fee  being 
from  $1  to  $2  per  month.  Music  fees  were  $2.50  with  a  piano  for  prac- 
tice, and  $2  for  those  who  practiced  at  home.  The  advertisement  was 
signed  by  Dennis  S.  Biggs,  chairman  of  the  Williamston  District  Board 
of  Education,  and  R.  J.  Peel,  superintendent. 

In  1908,  the  school  began  the  term  on  September  21,  with  Z.  Hardy 
Rose  as  principal  and  teacher  of  the  9th  and  10th  grades ;  Miss  Annie  E. 
Mizell,  7th  and  8th  grades;  Mrs.  Chloe  Biggs  Lanier,  5th  and  6th 
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grades;  and  Miss  Martha  Taylor,  art  and  music.  W.  C.  Manning  was 
secretary  of  the  board  of  trustees.  J.  T.  Jerome  became  principal  in 
1912,  the  school  opening  September  16  that  year  with  over  200  pupils 
enrolled,  including  25  new  ones  in  the  first  grade.  Other  members  of 
the  faculty  were:  Mrs.  W.  H.  Harrell,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Jerome  and  Misses 
Annie  Cooper  and  Annie  Mizell.  The  music  department  did  not  have  a 
teacher  at  the  time  of  the  opening. 

Contract  for  Williamston's  first  brick  school  building,  containing  10 
classrooms  and  an  auditorium,  was  let  March  23, 1917,  to  J.  J.  Stroud  of 
Southern  Pines,  general  contract  bid  being  $22,423.  Low  bid  for  the 
sewage  system  was  $368;  for  electricity,  $140;  and  water,  $419.50.  The 
district  issued  $25,000  in  bonds  to  take  care  of  the  cost.  The  new 
building  was  located  on  the  old  academy  site  and  is  now  known  as 
Church  Street  School,  the  primary  unit  being  added  later.  The  old 
academy  and  later  graded  school  building  was  moved  to  a  corner  of 
the  campus  and  continued  in  use  until  the  new  structure  was  occupied 
in  1918.  The  1918-19  faculty  was  composed  of  Edgar  E.  Bundy, 
superintendent;  Mrs.  Bettie  M.  Harrell,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Burrell,  Misses 
Mildred  McDaniel,  Elizabeth  Quinerly,  Pattie  Thorpe,  Flossie  Tilley, 
Jessie  Hodges  and  Ursula  Vinson.  Miss  Georgia  Pearsall  headed  the 
music  department.  In  his  report  for  the  preceding  term,  Mr.  Bundy 
said  total  operating  cost  was  $5,481.22. 

Williamston  returned  to  the  county  system  in  1925,  and  in  1928  the 
county  issued  $100,000  in  bonds  to  construct  two  high  school  buildings, 
practically  identical,  one  in  Williamston  and  one  in  Robersonville. 
They  were  completed  and  occupied  in  1929.  Since  then,  other  buildings 
added  at  the  Williamston  site  include  a  second  large  classroom 
building,  cafeteria  and  band  building,  gymnasium  and  workshop,  as 
well  as  a  number  of  mobile  classrooms.  Completed  and  occupied  in  the 
fall  of  1974  was  a  completely  new  high  school  plant,  including  main 
classroom  building,  vo-ag  building  and  gymnasium,  located  just 
southwest  of  the  town.  Estimated  cost  of  the  project,  including  land, 
was  more  than  $2V2  million  dollars.  An  elementary  school  building  for 
Williamston  was  also  under  construction  about  the  same  time. 
Located  on  U.  S.  Highway  64  by-pass  in  the  West  End  section,  it  is  to  be 
a  24-classroom  structure  with  additional  space,  estimated  cost  being 
around  $750,000. 

White  District  No.  11:  Poplar  Point.  So  far  as  can  be  learned  from 
the  minutes,  the  building  for  this  school  was  located  adjacent  to  the 
yard  of  the  Don  Johnson  residence.  The  local  school  committee  in  1885 
was  composed  of  W.  G.  Speight,  J.  D.  Bowen  and  J.  L.  Matthews,  and 
the  census  showed  27  of  school  age  and  a  county  appropriation  of 
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$30.51.  Use  of  the  building  was  discontinued  when  the  school  was 
consolidated  with  Hamilton.  The  old  Poplar  Point  building  has  been 
moved  since  to  Moratock  Park  on  Roanoke  River  at  Williamston 
where  it  remains  as  an  example  of  rural  schools  constructed  and  used 
in  the  county  during  the  19th  century. 


Old  Hurst  School— Consolidated  With  Brooksville,  1920 

White  District  No.  12 :  Hurst.  This  school  was  located  a  little  north  of 
the  intersection  of  the  Campbell  Hill  Road  with  the  Everetts-Spring 
Green  Road  in  Cross  Roads  Township.  The  building  is  now  part  of  a 
residence.  In  1920  the  school  was  consolidated  with  Brooksville  No.  51 
District  and  a  new  building,  still  standing,  was  erected  near  the  Jack 
Mills  home.  The  local  committee  in  1885  was  composed  of  Stanley 
Leggett,  David  Lee  and  Augustus  Lilley.  The  census  showed  54  be- 
tween the  ages  of  6  and  21  years,  and  the  county  appropriation  was 
$54.27  for  the  term. 

White  District  No.  13:  Everetts.  In  1885  the  building  was  located  on 
the  north  side  of  what  is  now  U.S.  Highway  13-64,  across  the  road  from 
the  Baptist  Church.  In  1910  a  new  site  was  bought  just  back  of  the 
Everetts  Baptist  church,  and  a  building  was  constructed  there.  Then 
in  1925,  a  brick  building  was  erected  on  land  purchased  from  E.  A. 
Clark,  located  east  of  the  Everetts  business  section  on  the  south  side  of 
Highway  64.  The  high  scHool  was  consolidated  with  Robersonville  in 
1937,  and  the  elementary  grades  were  consolidated  with  Robersonville 
in  1965.  The  building  in  the  spring  of  1974  was  in  use  as  a  special  school 
for  the  handicapped.  The  1885  local  committee  was  composed  of  McG. 
White,  Jas.  L.  Keel  and  R.  D.  Woolard,  there  were  97  of  school  age  in 
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Everetts  School,  Built  Prior  to  1900— Now  Residence 


Second  Everetts  School— Used  Until  Ahout  1925 


the  district,  and  the  allocation  of  funds  by  the  county  amounted  to 
$109.61. 

White  District  No.  14:  Burroughs.  The  building  for  this  school  was 
located  on  the  old  Williamston-Everetts  Road  near  the  home  of  the 
late  Lester  Rogers  in  Williamston  Township.  The  school  was  con- 
solidated with  Williamston  in  1929.  Members  of  the  local  committee  in 
1885  were  Samuel  C.  Burroughs,  Amelick  Askew  and  Whitt  Moore; 
there  were  51  between  the  ages  of  6  and  21  years  living  in  the  district 
that  year,  and  the  allocation  of  funds  was  $57.63. 
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Old  Turkey  Swamp  or  Peel's  School— Used  Until  About  1926 


White  District  No.  15:  Turkey  Swamp.  The  last  building  constructed 
for  this  school  is  still  standing  in  Bear  Grass  Township,  located  near 
the  homes  of  the  late  John  Jackson  and  Willie  Gurganus.  As  best  as 
can  be  determined,  the  school  was  discontinued  about  1926  when 
consolidated  with  Bear  Grass.  Daniel  Gurganus,  A.  Mizell  and 
Stanley  Peal  were  members  of  the  local  committee  in  1885,  when  the 
school-age  census  count  stood  at  57,  and  the  county  allocation  of  funds 
was  $64.41. 

White  District  No.  16:  Cross  Roads.  No  record  can  be  found  as  to 
when  the  last  building  was  erected  here,  but  it  was  located  beside 
Christian  Chapel  Church  in  Cross  Roads  Township.  The  school  was 
consolidated  with  Everetts  in  1931,  and  the  building  was  sold  to  Allen 
Ausbon  to  be  used  as  a  parsonage  for  the  Cross  Roads  or  Christian 
Chapel  Church.  Noah  Bullock,  G.  B.  James  and  McG.  Wynn  were 
members  of  the  local  committee  in  1885,  and  the  school-age  count  was 
62.  County  allocation  of  funds  was  $70.06. 

White  District  No.  17:  Leggett's.  The  school  was  located  on  the 
Leggett  Mill  Road  near  the  home  of  the  late  Willie  Ausbon  in  Cross 
Roads  Township.  The  last  building  erected  there  is  still  standing.  The 
school  was  consolidated  with  Cross  Roads,  which  was  merged  with  the 
Everetts  school  in  1931.  Members  of  the  1885  local  school  committee 
were  John  M.  Leggett,  Geo.  D.  Wynn  and  McG.  Gurganus;  the  school 
census  was  41,  and  the  county  allocation  of  funds  was  $46.33. 
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Leggett's  School— Built  in  Early  1900's— Not  First  Building 

White  District  No.  18:  Bear  Grass.  The  1885  census  reported  there 
were  87  persons  of  school  age  in  this  district  at  the  time,  and  the 
allocation  of  funds  for  operation  of  the  school  was  $98.31.  Members  of 


Bear  Grass  Elementary  School— Constructed  in  1926 
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First  Bear  Grass  Gymnasium— Built  Prior  to  World  War  II 


Last  Bear  Grass  High  School  Building— Built  in  1952 


the  local  committee  were  W.  L.  Bailey,  Jas.  T.  Taylor  and  Noah 
Gurganus.  Best  information  available  is  that  the  original  school  was 
located  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Bear  Grass,  just  across  the  road 
from  the  present  site,  on  land  occupied  by  the  community  building 
(formerly  the  teacherage).  In  1925  the  district  voted  a  local  tax,  and 
the  present  section  of  the  old  building  was  built,  being  occupied  in 
September,  1926.  The  high  school  addition  was  built  in  1952,  and  the 
gymnasium  was  constructed  in  1954. 

White  District  No.  19:  Woolard's  (Macedonia).  The  first  building 
was  located  on  a  lot  adjacent  to  Macedonia  Christian  Church  in  Bear 
Grass  Township  and  remained  there  until  the  school  was  consolidated 
with  Williamston  in  1934.  Later,  most  of  that  school  district  was 
changed  from  Williamston  to  Bear  Grass,  and  pupils  in  that  area  now 
go  to  the  Bear  Grass  and  Rogers  schools.    Members  of  the  local 
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Woolard's  or  Macedonia  School— In  Use  Until  Early  1930's 


committee  in  1885  were  Simon  Perry,  Thomas  Holliday  and  W.  D. 
Peal.  There  were  86  persons  of  school  age  in  the  district  and  the 
allocation  of  funds  for  school  operating  costs  that  year  was  $97.18. 


Biggs  School— Built  Prior  to  Present  Century 


White  District  No.  20:  Biggs.  The  building  for  this  school,  bought 
later  by  Thomas  Hadley  and  converted  into  a  tenant  house,  was 
located  at  the  intersection  of  the  Taylor  Road  with  the  Williamston- 
Bear  Grass  Road.  The  house  is  still  there,  in  Williamston  Township, 
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but  it  is  not  known  if  any  part  of  it  is  the  original  schoolhouse.  The 
school  was  consolidated  with  Williamston  in  1927.  The  1885  local 
committee  was  composed  of  Samuel  R.  Mobley,  L.  S.  Jones  and  Eli 
Taylor ;  the  school  census  for  that  year  showed  85  of  school  age  in  the 
district,  and  the  allocation  of  funds  was  $96.05. 

White  District  No.  21:  Smith's.  This  school  was  located  about  three 
miles  south  of  Robersonville  on  the  Stokes  Road.  According  to  a 
booklet  published  by  Mrs.  Thelma  M.  Smith  of  Robersonville,  "a  deed, 
recorded  in  the  register  of  deed's  office  in  1883  shows  that  Stanley  E. 
Brown  and  wife,  Annie  E.  Brown,  gave  one-fourth  of  an  acre  to  the 
public  school  committee  out  of  good  will  for  the  public  schools  in 
Smith's  District."  An  unusual  exception  in  the  deed  reads:  "It  is 
given  upon  condition  that  no  parties  or  any  kind  of  revelling  shall  be 
held  in  the  house  or  allowed  by  the  committee  at  any  time,  or  this  deed 
is  null  and  void."  The  school  was  consolidated  with  Robersonville  in 
1931.  The  1885  school  census  shows  38  in  the  district,  which  had  an 
allocation  of  $42.94  for  its  operation,  and  the  local  committee  was 
composed  of  Allen  Ausbon,  0.  C.  Gray  and  Stanley  E.  Brown. 


Robersonville  Elementary  School — Occupied  January,  1924 

White  District  No.  22:  Robersonville.  According  to  Mrs.  Thelma  M. 
Smith's  "History  of  Robersonville  Public  Schools,"  there  was  a 
district  school  in  Robersonville  as  early  as  1878.  Stephen  W.  Out- 
terbridge  is  said  to  have  taught  both  private  and  public  school  in  the 
Masonic  Hall,  oldest  building  on  Main  Street  (1871),  beginning  in  1885 
and  continuing  through  1896.  In  1883,  Lemuel  Ross  was  teaching  free 
school  in  a  schoolhouse  across  from  the  First  Baptist  Church.  In  1885 
members  of  the  local  committee  were  George  O.  Roberson,  S.  H. 
Everett  and  W.  G.  Bunting;  the  school-age  population  was  67,  and 
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Robersonville  High  School — Completed  and  Occupied,  1929 

$75.71  was  allowed  for  operating  the  school.  Robersonville  became  a 
special  chartered  school  in  1905  and  remained  so  until  1926,  when  it 
again  became  part  of  the  county  system.  The  1902  building  was  of 
frame  construction  and  was  located  on  the  site  of  the  later  brick 
elementary  school  building,  which  was  demolished  and  removed  from 
the  lot  in  the  summer  of  1974.  The  present  high  school  building  was 
occupied  for  the  first  time  in  September,  1929.  A  completely  new  high 
school  plant,  where  Robersonville  and  Oak  City  High  Schools  will  be 
consolidated,  was  under  construction  near  Gold  Point  in  1974. 

White  District  No.  23:  Page's.  This  school  was  located  near  Par- 
mele  in  Robersonville  Township.  There  is  a  notation  in  the  minutes  of 
the  board  of  education  that  this  school  was  abolished  in  1905  and  the 
pupils  assigned  to  Parmele  District  No.  48.  The  1885  local  committee 
was  made  up  of  Randolph  Whichard,  George  Nelson  and  B.  E.  An- 
drews; the  school  population  was  46,  and  $51.98  were  allocated  for 
operation  of  the  school. 

White  District  No.  24:  Powell's.  Located  on  the  Huskanaw  Swamp 
Road  near  the  home  of  Joe  Winslow,  this  school  was  consolidated  with 
Gold  Point  in  1924  and  later  became  part  of  the  Robersonville  District. 
The  local  committee  in  1885  was  composed  of  Edward  Griffin,  W.  R. 
Edmondson  and  Joel  Johnson.  The  school  population  then  was  30,  and 
the  county  allotment  of  funds  was  $33.90. 

White  District  No.  25:  Gray's  Upper  School  (Gold  Point).  This 
school  building  was  first  located  near  where  the  Christian  Church  now 
stands  in  the  village  of  Gold  Point.  In  1922  a  new  building  was 
constructed  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  nearer  Robersonville,  and  the 
school  was  consolidated  with  Robersonville  in  1945.  The  1885  school 
population  was  74,  the  allocation  of  funds  was  $83.62,  and  members  of 
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Gray's  Upper  or  Gold  Point  School— Used  Until  1945 


Old  Hamilton  Public  School  Building  Used  Prior  to  1885 


the  local  committee  were  J.  E.  Roberson,  Benjamin  Roberson  and 
Joshua  Johnson. 

White  District  No.  26:  Hamilton.  R.  B.  Salsbury,  T.  B.  Haskett  and 
Justus  Everett  comprised  the  local  committee  in  1885;  the  census  of 
persons  between  the  ages  of  6  and  21  was  one  of  the  larger  ones  in  the 
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county  at  109,  and  funds  allotted  for  its  operation  totaled  $12.17.  The 
building,  or  at  least  some  part  of  it,  is  still  standing  near  the  present 
Baptist  Home  in  Hamilton.  W.  C.  Allen  taught  in  Hamilton  in  1877-78 
before  going  to  Scotland  Neck  to  establish  the  Vine  Hill  Academy.  In 
1926  a  new  brick  building  was  completed  and  occupied  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  town.  The  high  school  was  consolidated  with  Oak  City  in 
1931,  and  in  1971  elementary  grades  were  moved  into  the  Edna  An- 
drews School. 
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SALSBURY,  SYCAMORE  GROVE,  HASSELL  SCHOOLS— All  in 
Hassell.  One  at  top  built  in  1885,  middle  one  about  1901,  both  now  part  of 
residences ;  latest  one  at  bottom,  now  used  as  storage  house. 

White  District  No.  27:  Salsbury 's  (also  known  as  Hassell  and 
Sycamore  Grove).  The  1885  committee  was  composed  of  R.  H. 
Salsbury,  Alex  Haislip  and  J.  R.  Overton;  the  school  census  count  was 
117,  and  funds  allotted  $132.21.  Part  of  the  original  building  is  still 
standing  but  has  been  converted  into  a  residence  located  just  east  of 
the  home  of  the  late  Ernest  Edmondson.  Minutes  of  the  board  of 
education  show  that  in  1887,  name  of  the  district  had  been  changed  to 
Sycamore  Grove.  In  1897,  the  number  of  districts  in  the  county  was 
reduced  to  ten,  conforming  with  townships  lines ;  but  this  was  changed 
back  to  the  originally  numbered  districts  in  1901,  when  what  had  been 
known  as  Sycamore  Grove  No.  27,  became  Hassell  No.  27,  with  the 
following  local  committee  members:  R.  H.  Salsbury,  T.  Jones  Taylor 
and  James  F.  Purvis.  It  was  about  1901  that  the  second  building  was 
erected,  according  to  J.  W.  Eubanks,  about  200  yards  east  of  the 
original  building.  It  also  has  been  made  into  a  residence,  with  some  of 
the  sycamore  trees  for  which  it  was  named  still  standing.  The  last 
building  is  located  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  west  of  the  railroad  on 
present  N.  C.  Highway  42  and  has  been  converted  into  a  storage  house. 

White  District  No.  28:  Goose  Nest  (Oak  City).  T.  T.  Council,  N.  M. 
Worsley  and  H.  H.  Hyman  were  members  of  the  local  committee  for 
this  school  in  1885 ;  there  were  97  people  in  the  district  between  the  ages 
of  6  and  21  years,  and  $109.61  was  allocated  for  operation  of  the  school 
that  year.  From  best  information  available,  the  original  building  was 
located  on  the  Whitehurst  farm  along  N.  C.  State  Highways  11  and  44 
later  acquired  by  Ruel  Turner.  A  second  building  was  constructed  on 
the  lot  adjacent  to  the  one  occupied  by  the  present  brick  structure, 
which  was  completed  in  time  for  closing  exercises  to  be  held  there  in 
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Oak  City  High  School— Constructed  in  1922 


Oak  City  Primary  School— Built  in  1936 
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1922.  Hillary  Bowen  was  acting  principal  at  the  time,  having  suc- 
ceeded L.  G.  Barbee.  Bowen  was  succeeded  that  fall  by  H.  M.  Ainsley, 
who  remained  there  until  his  retirement  in  1947,  following  25  years  as 
principal.  The  second  frame  building  was  sold  to  B.  L.  Moye  and 
moved  to  another  site  and  a  new  teacherage  was  built  there,  later 
being  acquired  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hackney  High  and  converted  into  a 
residence.  The  present  brick  high  school  building  in  Oak  City  was 
erected  in  1922  about  a  year  and  a  half  after  people  of  the  district  had 
voted  to  issue  bonds  for  its  construction.  A  special  election  had  been 
held  December  16,  1919,  with  the  following  results:  For  bonds,  115; 
against  bonds,  22;  not  voting,  68. 

White  District  No.  29:  Bowers.  Location  of  this  building  is  not 
known,  except  that  it  was  in  Goose  Nest  Township,  as  post  office  ad- 
dress of  all  the  committeemen  was  Con  oho,  later  to  become  Oak  City. 
For  the  year  1885  committeemen  were  J.  S.  Bowers,  H.  B.  Moore  and 
George  R.  Grimes;  the  school  census  was  52,  and  the  amount  allocated 
for  operation  of  the  school  was  $58.76.  Last  notation  in  the  minutes 
about  this  school  was  made  on  July  6,  1914,  when  Zeb  Hyman,  J.  A. 
Bennett  and  John  White  were  appointed  local  committeemen.  The 
school  census  for  that  year  was  only  17. 

White  District  No.  30:  Whichards.  N.  S.  Hyman,  J.  H.  Downing  and 
R.  H.  Burnett  were  local  committee  members  in  1885;  the  census  of 
school-age  people  was  79,  and  the  total  amount  of  funds  allocated  was 
$89.27.  Location  of  this  school  in  Goose  Nest  Township  has  not  been 
determined,  but  it  was  consolidated  with  Oak  City  in  1922. 

White  District  No.  31:  Jones.  The  site  of  the  building  was  on  N.  C. 
125,  six  miles  north  of  Hamilton,  according  to  one  notation.  The  school 
was  consolidated  with  Oak  City  in  1922.  Local  committee  members  in 
1885  were  J.  J.  Edmondson,  J.  W.  Leggett  and  W.  H.  Hyman;  funds 
allocated  for  operation  of  the  school  totaled  $65.54,  and  the  census  of 
those  between  6  and  21  years  totaled  58. 

White  District  No.  32:  Ward's.  This  school  was  located  near  the 
intersection  of  the  Jones  Road  and  the  Holly  Springs-Farm  Life  Road, 
in  Williams  Township.  Part  of  a  school  building  is  still  standing  there, 
though  it  is  not  the  original  structure.  In  1916  this  school  was  con- 
solidated with  Riddick's  and  given  the  name  of  Sandy  Ridge,  but 
retaining  the  Riddick's  number  6.  The  Sandy  Ridge  School  was  con- 
solidated with  Williamston  in  1931.  Franklin  Griffin,  J.  W.  Ward  and 
Calvin  Jones  were  committeemen  in  1885;  the  school-age  census  was 
42,  and  the  allocation  was  $47.46. 

White  District  No.  33 :  Ange's.  Located  on  the  Angetown  Road  about 
one-half  mile  south  of  the  Jordan  Thick  Road,  this  school  was  con- 


241 


solidated  with  Jamesville  in  1931.  The  1885  census  was  39  persons  of 
school  age;  $44.07  was  allocated  for  operation  of  the  school,  and  local 
committeemen  were  Luke  R.  Browning,  McH.  Ange  and  L.  Ange. 
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White  District  No.  34:  Keel's.  The  building  for  this  school  was 
located  near  the  home  of  Thomas  House  in  Robersonville  Township. 
The  1885  local  committee  was  composed  of  Eli  Everett,  Henry  Everett 
and  McG.  Smith.  The  census  at  that  time  showed  there  were  39  per- 
sons between  the  ages  of  6  and  21  in  the  district,  and  the  allocation  of 
funds  was  $44.07.  It  was  consolidated  with  Robersonville  in  1928  or 
1929. 

White  District  No.  35:  Roebuck's.  The  1885  census  of  school-age 
persons  was  36,  the  allocation  was  $40.86;  and  members  of  the  local 
committee  were  William  C.  Rawls,  D.  V.  Bowen  and  John  R.  Swain. 
This  school  was  located  near  the  Leggett's  Mill  Bridge  at  the  in- 
tersection of  the  Everetts-Bear  Grass  Road  in  Bear  Grass  Township. 
An  old  building  is  still  standing  at  the  site.  The  school  was  abolished  by 
the  board  of  education  in  1903,  pupils  being  sent  to  Cross  Roads  No.  16 
and  Leggett's  No.  17. 

White  District  No.  36:  Corey's.  The  second  building  constructed  for 
this  school  is  still  standing  on  the  old  site  and  is  almost  in  front  of  the 
Daniel  Road  in  Griffins  Township.  The  school  was  consolidated  with 
Farm  Life  in  1922.  In  1885  the  local  committee  was  composed  of  H.  T. 
Roberson,  W.  T.  Perry  and  Thos.  B.  Roberson;  the  census  of  school- 
age  persons  was  29,  and  $32.77  was  allocated  for  the  school's  operation. 

White  District  No.  37:  Sherrod's.  James  C.  Manning,  former  county 
superintendent,  said  in  1974  that  he  was  unable  to  determine  the 
location  of  this  school,  but,  judging  by  the  names  of  the  local  com- 
mitteemen, it  was  near  Hamilton.  The  school  was  discontinued  on  July 
8,  1901,  and  no  mention  was  made  then  as  to  placement  of  students. 
Members  of  the  local  committee  in  1885  were  H.  L.  Sherrod,  J.  B. 
Cloman  and  W.  C.  Davenport;  the  school-age  census  was  38,  and 
county  allocation  of  funds  was  $54.24. 

These  37  white  school  districts  make  up  the  complete  list  of  those 
established  and  in  operation  by  1885.  The  remaining  24,  in  numerical 
order,  as  established  and  named  by  the  board  of  education  in  suc- 
ceeding years,  are  as  follows: 

White  District  No.  38:  Wynn's.  The  board  of  education  gave  its 
consent  to  formation  of  this  district  on  September  3,  1888,  and  ap- 
pointed the  following  as  its  first  local  committeemen:  John  L.  Bailey, 
Abraham  P.  Barnhill  and  Henry  Beach.  The  area  embraced  was  taken 
from  Everetts  White  District  No.  13,  in  Cross  Roads  Township,  the 
committee  of  which  gave  up  $50  of  its  allocated  funds  for  operation  of 
the  new  district.  The  new  district  then  had  a  school-age  population  of 
52  in  the  1889  school  census.  There  is  no  mention  of  the  school  in  the 
minutes  after  1914. 
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White  District  No.  39:  Harris.  This  district  also  was  created  by  the 
board  of  education  on  September  3, 1888,  from  parts  of  Bear  Grass  No. 
18  and  Woolard's  No.  19  districts  in  Bear  Grass  Township.  It  was 
evidently  discontinued  in  1922,  for  there  is  no  mention  of  it  in  the 
minutes  after  the  1921-22  term.  The  school  building  was  located  near 
the  old  Harris  Mill,  which  gave  the  district  its  name.  Members  of  the 
first  local  committee  were  W.  W.  Holliday,  Seth  Mizell  and  George 
Terry.  The  school  census  of  1899  gave  it  49  persons  of  school  age,  and 
the  allocation  was  $74.17. 

White  District  No.  40:  Roanoke  (also  known  as  Spring  Green).  This 
was  the  third  school  to  be  set  up  on  September  3,  1888,  by  the  board  of 
education.  The  building  was  in  Hamilton  Township,  just  north  of 
Spring  Green  Primitive  Baptist  Church,  and  the  district  included  the 
area  between  Butler's  Bridge  at  Conoho  Creek  and  Mobley's  Mill.  The 
school  continued  operation  until  1931,  when  it  was  consolidated  with 
the  Hamilton  and  Everetts  schools.  The  first  local  committee  was 
composed  of  T.  H.  Coffield,  W.  H.  Everett  and  Peter  R.  Rives;  the 
school  census  of  1889  gave  the  district  58  persons  of  school  age,  and  the 
allocation  was  $91.14. 

White  District  No.  41:  Lilley's  Hall.  Due  to  ''geographical  dif- 
ficulties," the  board  of  education  on  June  3,  1889,  authorized  the  cre- 
ation of  a  new  district  in  the  area  formerly  served  by  Griffins  School 
No.  8,  "with  the  understanding  that  a  sufficient  amount  is  to  be  raised 
annually  by  the  citizens  of  the  new  district,  with  the  amount  ap- 
portioned, to  continue  the  school  for  at  least  two  and  a  half  months 
each  year."  Located  in  Griffins  Township,  the  school  was  consolidated 
with  Farm  Life  in  1931.  Members  of  the  first  local  committee  were 
Kader  Lilley,  J.  A.  Lilley  and  Thos.  A.  Gibson.  The  school  census  was 
17  and  the  apportionment  was  $45.74  in  1889. 

White  District  No.  42:  Getsinger.  Exact  date  of  establishment  of 
this  school  district  is  not  shown  in  the  minutes,  first  mention  being 
appointment  of  the  following  local  committeemen  on  September  2, 
1889:  J.  C.  Getsinger,  J.  L.  Baynor,  W.  E.  Manning.  First  school 
census  report  was  38  between  the  ages  of  6  and  21  in  1890,  when  the 
apportionment  of  funds  amounted  to  $81.41.  The  school  building  was 
located  near  the  home  of  the  late  Perlie  Getsinger  and  in  front  of  the 
original  Piney  Grove  Baptist  Church.  It  continued  in  operation  until 
1922,  when  it  was  consolidated  with  Farm  Life. 

White  District  No.  43:  Waldo's.  This  school,  like  Getsinger's  seems 
to  have  come  into  being  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  manner. 
There  is  no  record  in  the  minutes  of  its  creation,  first  mention  being  in 
the  list  of  local  committeemen  appointed  September  2,  1889,  as 
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J.  Sam  Getsinger  in  Front  of  Old  Getsinger  School 

follows:  A.  Burnett,  Wm.  J.  Johnson  and  Henry  Harrington.  About  all 
that  is  known  about  its  location  is  that  the  post-office  address  of  all  the 
committee  members  was  Conoho,  later  to  become  Oak  City.  The 
school  was  discontinued  in  1919,  with  no  mention  of  reassignment  of  its 
pupils.  In  1891  its  school-age  census  was  61,  and  apportionment  of 
funds  was  $86.80. 

White  District  No.  44:  Whitley's  (also  known  as  Jones) .  After  turn- 
ing down  a  request  for  creation  of  this  district  at  its  meeting  on  July  6, 
1891,  the  board  of  education  consented  to  its  formation  at  its  meeting 
on  September  7,  1891,  appointing  the  following  as  members  of  its  first 
local  commitee:  George  Whitley,  Noah  S.  Gurganus  and  W.  J. 
Whitaker.    Territory  embraced  part  of  Williamston  No.  10  and 
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Burroughs  No.  14  in  Williamston  Township.  The  school  continued  in 
operation  until  1929,  when  it  was  consolidated  with  Williamston.  The 
building,  located  north  of  Williamston  on  N.  C.  125,  was  made  into  a 
residence  and  is  now  the  home  of  Mrs.  Robert  Moore. 


Whitley  or  Jones  School— Part  Original  at  Left,  1891 


White  District  No.  45:  Brown's.  This  district  was  formed  in 
Jamesville  Township  on  January  4,  1892,  from  portions  of  Poplar  Run 
No.  2,  Jamesville  No.  3  and  Cooper's  No.  4,  members  of  the  first  local 
committee  being  A.  F.  Stallings,  C.  C.  Waters  and  J.  A.  Long.  The  1892 
census  of  those  between  6  and  21  years  was  57,  and  the  allocation  was 
$84.80.  The  school  was  located  on  Brown  Road  near  the  home  of  the 
late  Archie  Brown.  Walter  Brown  of  Jamesville  helped  locate  the 
building,  which  is  still  standing,  remarking  that  he  went  all  the  way 
from  kindergarten  through  "college"  in  his  pursuit  of  education  and 
that  he  still  owed  a  lot  to  Mrs.  Daisy  Wynne  Pope,  who  was  one  of  his 
early  teachers  there.  The  school  was  consolidated  with  Cooper's  in 
1919. 

White  District  No.  46:  Outterbridge.  On  January  2,  1893,  the  board 
of  education  gave  its  consent  to  creation  of  a  new  district  in  Jamesville 
Township  from  a  part  of  Gray's  Lower  No.  1,  the  name  of  which  was  to 
be  Outterbridge.  Jos.  B.  Waters,  Harmon  Gurkin  and  T.  H.  Gurkin 
were  named  members  of  the  first  local  committee;  the  census  count  of 
school-age  persons  was  40,  and  the  allocation  of  funds  was  $76.  The 
building  was  located  in  the  triangle  at  the  intersection  of  the  Free 
Union  Road  and  the  road  leading  by  the  home  of  Lester  Davis.  The 
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building  is  one  of  the  few  still  standing  that  is  just  as  it  was  when  built, 
although  in  very  poor  repair.  The  school  eventually  was  consolidated 
with  James ville. 


Outterbridge  School  Near  Dardens— Built  1903 


White  District  No.  47:  Eborn's.  This  is  another  district  about  which 
little  information  is  to  be  found  in  the  minutes.  It  first  appears  on  June 
3,  1895,  when  the  local  committee  was  named  as  follows:  D.  F. 
Roberson,  George  Harrison  and  J.  0.  Keel.  The  school  was  located  at 
two  places,  last  being  in  the  angle  of  the  road  leading  off  N.  C.  903  just 
south  of  Gold  Point  in  Roberson  ville  Township.  The  area  around  the 
old  building,  which  has  fallen  down,  now  belongs  to  David  Grimes. 
Dennis  Weaver,  whose  grandfather  was  instrumental  in  formation  of 
the  school,  aided  in  identifying  the  location.  In  July,  1905,  the  school 
was  discontinued  and  its  pupils  assigned  to  Gold  Point.  The  school 
census  in  1896  was  38,  and  the  allocation  was  $80. 

White  District  No.  48:  Parmele.  Minutes  of  the  board  of  education 
meeting  on  February  1, 1897,  has  an  order  that  School  District  No.  23, 
Page's,  be  divided  "so  as  to  make  the  town  of  Parmele,  including  John 
R.  Carson,  John  Edmondson,  the  Thomas  Carson  and  Manning  tracts 
of  land"  one  district,  known  as  Parmele  District  No.  48.  A  suitable  lot 
was  donated  for  the  school  by  D.  S.  Powell,  located  adjacent  to  the 
Methodist  church.  The  high  school  was  consolidated  with  Rober- 
son ville  in  1907,  and  the  elementary  school  with  Robersonville  in  1934. 
Members  of  the  first  committee  were  J.  R.  Carson,  W.  H.  James  and 
D.  S.  Powell.  There  were  42  persons  of  school  age  in  the  district  in  1897. 
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Old  Parmele  School— Established  in  February,  1897 

White  District  No.  49:  Mobley's.  There  is  no  authorization  in  the 
minutes  for  establishment  of  this  district,  first  mention  being  ap- 
pointment of  the  local  committee  in  July,  1901,  as  follows:  A.  D. 
Mobley,  Joseph  Modlin  and  John  Jones.  Location  of  the  school  is  not 
known,  but  believed  to  be  in  Jamesville  Township,  since  the  post  office 
for  all  committeemen  was  listed  as  Jamesville.  The  1901  census  count 
was  25,  and  the  fund  allocation  was  $88.  The  school  did  not  remain  in 
existence  very  long,  having  been  discontinued  in  1906  and  the  pupils 
reassigned  to  Jamesville. 

White  District  No.  50 :  Maple  Swamp.  First  reference  to  this  district 
is  appointment  of  the  local  committee  in  1901,  as  follows :  J.  F.  Hyman, 
James  I.  Warren  and  J.  R.  Council.  The  address  for  all  of  them  was 
Conoho,  so  it  is  presumed  the  school  was  located  in  the  Oak  City  area. 
This  school  also  had  a  short  life,  being  discontinued  in  1905  and  the 
pupils  reassigned  to  Whichards  and  Oak  City,  both  in  Goose  Nest 
Township.  The  1901  school  census  shows  23,  and  the  county  allocation 
was  $121.11. 

White  District  No.  51:  Brooksville  (Ballard's).  In  the  minutes  of  a 
board  of  education  meeting  held  on  July  6, 1908,  it  is  recorded  that  J.  A. 
Everett,  M.  W.  Ballard  and  F.  J.  Roebuck  had  been  named  local 
committeemen  for  this  new  district,  evidently  authorized  at  that 
meeting.  An  appropriation  of  $130  was  also  made  at  the  session  for 
operation  of  the  new  school  that  year.  The  school  was  located  at  the 
intersection  of  the  Ballard  Farm  Road  and  N.  C.  Highway  125,  near  the 
home  of  the  late  Mayo  Hardison.  The  building,  now  painted  red,  is  still 
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standing.  This  is  the  last  numbered  school  for  white  children  to  be 
established  by  the  board  of  education,  and  about  1920  or  1921  it  was 
consolidated  with  Hurst's  to  form  the  new  Hurst  School,  relocated 
near  the  Mills  home  on  the  Campbell  Hill  Road. 
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CHAPTER  XVffl 

COLORED  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS 

Twenty-four  colored  schools  had  been  organized  and  were  in 
operation  in  1885,  according  to  first  entries  in  the  minutes  books 
available.  Following  is  a  brief  resume  regarding  these  school 
districts,  and  the  ones  which  followed,  as  gathered  by  former  County 
School  Superintendent  James  C.  Manning: 

Colored  District  No.  1:  Free  Union  (also  known  as  Dardens).  This 
building,  still  standing,  was  located  on  Free  Union  Road  just  a  short 
distance  from  U.  S.  Highway  64  in  Jamesville  Township.  It  was  con- 
solidated with  Jamesville  in  1953.  The  1885  school  census  lists  133 
between  the  ages  of  6  and  21  years  living  in  the  district,  and  the  county 
allocation  of  $1.13  per  pupil  for  its  operation  totaled  $150.29.  Members 
of  the  local  committee  at  that  time  were  G.  W.  Brooks  and  Anthony 
Mixon. 


Dardens  or  Free  Union  School — Dates  Back  to  Early  1900's 


Colored  District  No.  2:  Jamesville.  Location  of  the  building  for  this 
school  in  1885  has  not  been  determined.  The  1885  census  of  school-age 
persons  listed  146,  and  the  county  allocated  the  school  $164.98  for  its 
operation  that  year.  Louis  Williams,  John  Boone  and  W.  P.  Moore 
were  members  of  the  local  school  committee.  There  was  some  con- 
nection between  the  colored  public  school  and  the  Butler  Institute,  a 
private  school  established  in  Jamesville  in  1873  by  James  P.  Butler,  a 
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highly  respected  Negro  who  moved  to  this  county  from  Boston, 
probably  around  1871.  Butler  evidently  received  some  public  funds  at 
different  times  for  operation  of  his  school,  and  he  had  a  tremendous 
impact  on  education  of  the  colored  race  in  this  county.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  county  board  of  education  for  four  years,  starting  in 
1898,  and  his  influence  in  promoting  and  improving  educational  op- 
portunities in  the  county  extended  to  members  of  both  the  white  and 
colored  races. 

Butler  Institute  was  located  on  St.  Andrews  Street  in  Jamesville, 
facing  present  Highway  171.  Later  the  building  was  condemned,  and 
the  colored  school  was  moved  to  Water  Street,  nearer  the  river.  The 
old  location  became  the  site  for  the  white  school  afterwards.  In  1952  a 
new  site  was  purchased  on  U.  S.  64  about  a  mile  west  of  the  present 
Jamesville  town  limits  and  the  Jamesville  Township  School  was 
constructed  there.  Butler,  who  was  born  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  on  May  18, 
1843,  lived  in  Canada  and  Haiti  for  a  number  of  years  before  coming  to 
Jamesville  from  Boston  about  1871.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
church  in  Williamston,  he  and  two  other  colored  members,  Gus 
Johnson  and  Joe  Huff,  occupying  a  regular  pew  and  seldom  missing  a 
service.  He  died  in  Jamesville  on  March  18, 1923,  at  the  age  of  79  years. 


Jamesville  Township  School — Constructed  in  1952 

Colored  District  No.  3 :  Williams  Lower  School.  Simon  Fagan,  Wiley 
Lanier  and  Reuben  Spruill  comprised  the  local  committee  for  this 
school  in  1885;  the  school  census  was  120,  and  $135.60  was  allocated  for 
its  operation.  The  building  was  located  in  Williams  Township  about 
half  a  mile  from  present  U.  S.  Highway  64  on  the  road  branching  off  at 
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the  late  Grady  Godard's  "No.  90"  service  station.  It  continued  in 
operation  until  around  1960,  when  it  was  consolidated  with  the  new 
Rodgers  School  in  Bear  Grass  Township. 


Smithwick's  Creek  School— Established  Before  1885 
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Colored  District  No.  4:  Smithwick's  Creek.  The  1885  local  com- 
mittee was  composed  of  Joshua  Godard,  Granville  Moore  and  Moses 
Griffin;  the  school-age  census  was  62,  and  the  allocation  of  funds  was 
$70.06.  So  far  as  can  be  learned,  the  building  remained  at  the  same 
location  throughout  the  period  of  its  existence  at  the  intersection  of  the 
road  running  by  the  Thurmon  Griffin  and  Arthur  Rawls  homes  and  the 
road  leading  from  John  A.  Griffin's  store  to  the  Smithwick  Creek 
Church  in  Griffins  Township.  The  school  was  consolidated  with  E.  J. 
Hayes  School  in  Williamston  in  1952. 

Colored  District  No.  5:  Williamston.  In  1885,  with  a  school-age 
population  of  259,  this  was  the  largest  school  district  in  the  county,  and 
the  allocation  of  funds  for  its  operation  was  also  largest,  amounting  to 
$292.67.  There  is  no  record  of  where  the  building  was  located  then, 
although  some  time  later  a  school  was  located  between  the  Williams 
Chapel  Methodist  Church  and  the  present  municipal  cemetery.  That 
building  burned  in  1925  or  1926  and  school  sessions  were  held  in  colored 
churches  and  lodge  halls  in  Williamston  until  1930,  when  what  is  now 
known  as  E.  J.  Hayes  School  was  built  on  Washington  Street  Ex- 
tension. The  school  was  named  for  E.  J.  Hayes,  who  served  as  prin- 
cipal for  the  Williamston  colored  schools  for  many  years  until  his 
retirement. 

Colored  District  No.  6:  Poplar  Point.  The  building  for  this  school 
was  located  on  the  Ballard  Farm  Road  in  Poplar  Point  Township  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  Ballard's  Bridge.  The  school  was  con- 
solidated with  the  one  in  Everetts  in  1946.  Windsor  Ballard,  J.  A. 
Skyles  and  Edward  Williams  were  members  of  the  local  committee  in 
1885,  when  the  1884  school  census  was  84,  and  the  county  allocation  was 
$94.92. 

Colored  District  No.  7 :  Allsbrook's.  Dawson  Spruill,  John  Green  and 
Alex  Thompson  were,  members  of  the  local  committee  of  this  school  in 
1885,  but  just  where  it  was  located  cannot  be  determined  from  the 
minutes  book  of  the  board  of  education.  There  is  a  notation  that  the 
school  was  abolished  in  1909,  but  no  order  concerning  reassignment  of 
its  pupils  has  been  found.  The  1885  school  census  count  was  92,  and  the 
allocation  was  $103.96.  It  is  believed  to  have  been  located  in  Bear 
Grass  Township. 

Colored  District  No.  8:  Everetts.  The  1885  school  census  showed  98 
persons  between  6  and  21  years  of  age  in  the  district,  and  $110.74  was 
allocated  for  the  school's  operation;  the  local  committee  then  was 
composed  of  York  Moore,  Navin  Joyner  and  Stephen  Moore.  The 
original  building,  located  on  the  Wilson  Chapel  Road  about  a  half  mile 
from  the  railroad  crossing  in  Everetts,  was  burned  in  the  1940's.  A  new 


253 


frame  building  was  constructed  on  the  same  site  and  then,  in  1960,  a 
new  brick  building  was  erected  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  north  of  the 
original  site,  and  it  is  now  known  as  North  Everetts. 


Poplar  Point  Colored  School— Not  Original  Building 


Colored  District  No.  9:  Burroughs.  The  1885  local  committee  was 
composed  of  Washington  Slade,  Edmond  Ewell  and  L.  James;  the 
school  census  count  was  132,  and  $149.16  were  allocated  for  the  school's 
operation  that  year.  According  to  Arthur  Slade,  who  lives  near  the  old 
Burroughs-Spring  Hill  school,  the  original  building  was  located  on  land 
now  owned  by  Edward  Corey  about  a  half  mile  off  the  old  Williamston- 
Everetts  Road.  There  was  a  swamp  on  both  sides  of  the  first  building, 
and  people  of  the  community  built  a  footway  so  pupils  could  get  to  the 
school.  This  building  burned,  and  a  church  was  used  as  a  school  until 
about  1923,  when  a  new  building  was  constructed  near  Vernon 
Methodist  Church.  Burroughs  No.  9  and  Spring  Hill  No.  26  were  con- 
solidated at  the  new  site,  the  new  school  being  called  Burroughs-Spring 
Hill.  The  old  Spring  Hill  School  had  been  located  on  N.  C.  Highway  125, 
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where  the  home  of  Joe  Nicholson  now  stands,  prior  to  the  con- 
solidation. The  Burroughs-Spring  Hill  School  was  consolidated  with 
the  Rodgers  School  after  the  new  building  was  constructed  in  Bear 
Grass  Township. 


Everetts  School— Not  Original  Building,  Burned  in  1940's 


Burroughs  School  Building  Constructed  About  1926 


Colored  District  No.  10:  Cross  Roads.  The  1885  local  committee  was 
composed  of  Henry  Everett,  L.  Chance  and  Ezekiel  Roberson;  the 
school  census  was  55,  and  $62.15  was  allocated  for  operation  of  the 
school.  The  building  was  located  on  the  Gus  Lane  Road  in  Cross  Roads 
Township  about  a  mile  east  of  the  home  of  the  late  Willie  Ausbon.  The 
school  was  consolidated  with  North  Everetts  after  its  new  building  was 
erected  in  1960. 
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Colored  District  No.  11:  Woolard's.  William  Sheppard,  Richard 
Camp  and  Arthur  Latham  were  members  of  the  local  committee  in 
1885;  the  school  census  was  51,  and  the  amount  allocated  was  $57.63. 
The  original  building  was  located  at  the  intersection  of  the  Bear  Trap 
Mill  Road  with  a  road  leading  by  Tim  Malone's  farm  to  U.  S.  Highway 
17.  The  first  building  burned,  and  a  new  four-room  building  was 
constructed  just  across  the  road.  This  building  continued  in  use  until 
1960,  when  a  new  building  was  constructed  about  a  half  mile  south  and 
the  name  changed  to  Rodgers.  The  new  school  was  made  up  of  a 
consolidation  of  the  Burroughs-Spring  Hill,  Biggs,  Williams  and 
Woolard's  districts. 


Biggs  School— Built  After  Original  Building  Burned  in  1932 

Colored  District  No.  12:  Biggs.  The  1885  committee  was  composed 
of  David  Rogers,  Dennis  Rogerson  and  Riley  Rogerson;  the  school 
census  count  then  was  79,  and  $89.27  were  allocated  for  operation 
of  the  school.  The  first  building  was  located  in  Williamston  Township 
just  back  of  the  Back  Swamp  Church  on  the  Bear  Grass  Road.  This 
building  burned  in  1932,  and  a  new  site  was  bought  about  a  quarter  mile 
nearer  present  U.  S.  Highway  17.  The  school  was  consolidated  with 
Rodgers  when  the  new  building  was  erected  in  1960,  the  old  Biggs 
building  and  site  now  being  owned  by  Roanoke  Country  Club. 

Colored  No.  13:  Smith's.  The  1885  census  count  was  36,  and  the 
amount  allocated  was  $40.68.  Members  of  the  local  committee  then 
were  Isaac  Chance,  Blount  Chance  and  John  C.  Roberson. 
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There  is  no  information  available  about  the  location  of  this  school 
except  that  it  was  in  Robersonville  Township.  It  continued  to  be  listed 
as  in  operation  in  the  minutes  books  of  the  board  of  education  through 
the  term  of  1922-23,  after  which  there  is  no  further  mention  of  it,  either 
as  consolidated  or  in  operation. 

Colored  District  No.  14:  Page's.  The  1885  local  committee  was 
composed  of  J.  M.  Houston,  Eli  Chance  and  Joseph  Cherry;  the  school 
population  count  was  123,  and  $138.99  were  allocated  for  operating  the 
school  that  year.  There  is  no  information  about  its  location  other  than 
that  it  was  in  Robersonville  Township,  although  it  was  a  sizable  school 
for  that  time.  The  school  was  abolished  in  1905,  the  minutes  stating 
pupils  were  being  reassigned  to  Robersonville  and  Parmele. 


Gray's  Upper  or  Gold  Point  School— Built  in  1930  s 

Colored  District  No.  15:  Gray's  Upper  School  (also  called  Gold 
Point).  Members  of  the  1885  local  committee  were  John  Briley,  C.  C. 
Close  and  Alex  Taylor;  the  school  population  was  109,  and  $123.17  were 
allocated  for  school  operation  that  year.  Located  just  north  of  N.  C. 
Highway  903  in  Gold  Point,  the  original  building  was  burned  in  the 
1930's  and  a  new  one  was  constructed.  The  school  continued  in 
operation  until  1953,  when  it  was  ordered  consolidated  with  East  End 
School  in  Robersonville. 

Colored  District  No.  16:  Hamilton.  Local  school  committee  mem- 
bers in  1885  were  Geo.  W.  Gray,  Ed  Everett  and  Elijah  Watson;  the 
census  count  of  persons  between  6  and  21  years  was  203;  and  the  county 
allocation  of  funds  was  $229.39.  The  first  building  was  located  at  the 
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foot  of  Main  Street  near  the  river,  probably  remaining  in  use  until 
about  1914.  There  is  an  old  abandoned  frame  building,  now  owned  by 
Henry  Johnson,  which  was  the  first  "Rosenwald"  school  structure  to 
be  built  in  Martin  County,  but  it  does  not  go  back  to  1885.  According  to 
Mrs.  Edna  Andrews,  who  taught  in  Hamilton  for  many  years,  the 
"Rosenwald"  building  was  first  used  in  1914.  The  new  brick  structure, 
built  there  about  1960,  is  named  the  Edna  Andrews  School. 


Hamilton  School  Built  1914— First  Rosenwald  Unit  in  County 

Colored  District  No.  17:  Bowers.  Members  of  the  1885  local  com- 
mittee of  this  school  were  Collin  Green,  Slade  Williams  and  Willard 
Burnett.  The  1885  school  census  count  was  118,  and  the  allocation  was 
$133.34.  This  school  was  located  in  the  middle  of  a  forest  about  half 
way  between  the  River  Road  and  N.  C.  Highway  125  in  Goose  Nest 
Township.  William  Highsmith  owned  the  land  surrounding  the 
building,  and  it  was  impossible  to  reach  it  by  automobile  in  bad 
weather.  Around  1935  the  school  was  discontinued,  and  the  pupils  were 
divided  between  Hamilton  and  Oak  City  schools. 

Colored  District  No.  18:  Salsbury.  The  1885  local  committee  was 
composed  of  Henry  Council,  Boston  Cherry  and  Orman  Gaynor;  the 
school-age  census  was  155;  and  the  county  allocation  of  funds  was 
$175.15.  This  school  was  located  in  Hamilton  Township  at  the  in- 
tersection of  present  N.  C.  Highway  11  and  the  Hassell-Conetoe  Road. 
Around  1937  the  original  building  was  burned  and  a  new  structure 
built  on  the  same  site.  It  continued  in  operation  until  it  was  con- 
solidated with  Oak  City  in  1965. 
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Salsbury  School— This  Built  After  Original  Burned  in  1937 

Colored  District  No.  19:  Goose  Nest  (Oak  City).  Sandy  Lock,  Ish- 
mael  Hyman  and  Mack  Williams  were  members  of  the  1885  local 
committee;  the  school-age  census  count  was  125,  and  the  funds 
allocated  totaled  $141.25.  There  is  no  record  about  location  of  the 
original  building.  In  1923,  land  was  purchased  from  a  Mr.  Daniel 
(probably  John  T.  Daniel)  and  a  new  building  was  erected  where  the 
present  building  now  stands.  In  1952  the  old  frame  building  was 
abandoned,  and  a  new  brick  building  was  constructed.  It  was  renamed 
and  is  now  known  as  West  Martin  Elementary  School. 


Whichard-James  School  Built  in  1925  After  Consolidation 
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Colored  District  No.  20:  Whichard's.  The  1885  local  committee  was 
composed  of  G.  P.  Green,  Baker  Harrell  and  Job  Bryan;  the  census  of 
school-age  persons  showed  97  in  the  district,  and  the  allocation  of  funds 
was  $109.61.  This  is  another  school  of  which  the  original  location 
cannot  be  determined.  In  1925  a  new  site  was  purchased  from  Jack 
Smith  just  off  present  N.  C.  Highway  125  about  four  miles  north  of  Oak 
City  in  Goose  Nest  Township.  A  four-room  building  was  constructed 
and  James  School  was  consolidated  with  Whichard's  in  1925  to  form  the 
Whichard- James  School,  by  which  name  it  was  known  until  con- 
solidated with  West  Martin  School  in  1952. 
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Jones  School— Second  Building— Used  Until  1952 

Colored  District  No.  21 :  Jones.  The  1885  local  committee  was  com- 
posed of  Riley  Williams,  Virgil  Lynch  and  Henry  Lockett;  the  school- 
age  census  count  was  113;  and  $126.69  were  allocated  for  the  school's 
operation.  This  school  was  located  on  the  River  Road  about  three 
miles  south  of  Palmyra  on  property  of  the  Everett  Estate.  The  second 
building  for  this  school  is  now  standing  back  of  a  church  there.  The 
school  was  consolidated  with  West  Martin  in  1952. 

Colored  District  No.  22:  Piney  Woods.  The  local  committee  in  1885 
was  composed  of  Geo.  Nicholls,  Enoch  Foy  and  Stanly  Smithwick;  the 
census  at  that  time  was  86,  and  the  allocation  of  funds  was  $97.18.  The 
building  for  this  school  was  located  on  the  Jones  Road  in  Williams 
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Township.  It  was  burned  during  the  1930's,  and  classes  were  con- 
ducted in  a  church  just  across  the  road  for  a  few  years  until  con- 
solidated with  Williams  Lower  School. 

Colored  District  No.  23:  Willow  Branch.  McG.  Rogers,  Simon 
Coffield  and  William  Purvis  were  members  of  the  local  committee  in 
1885 ;  the  census  showed  54  persons  in  the  district  between  the  ages  of  6 
and  21,  and  funds  allocated  for  operation  of  the  school  aggregated 
$61.02.  There  is  no  indication  of  where  this  school  was  located,  but 
there  are  some  notations  in  the  minutes  of  July,  1905,  which  indcate 
Willow  Branch  and  Robersonville  colored  graded  school  were  the 
same,  and  that  the  district  was  a  specially  chartered  one  set  up  by  the 
legislature.  This  is  the  first  mention  of  the  Robersonville  colored 
graded  school  in  the  minutes.  After  the  new  Robersonville  Graded 
school  building  was  completed  and  occupied  in  1924,  the  old  frame 
"academy"  building  was  moved  to  the  north  side  of  town,  and  the 
colored  school  was  housed  there  until  the  building  burned  in  1934. 
Classes  were  held  in  various  churches  for  a  year  or  two  until  a  new 
eight-room  brick  building  was  erected  on  the  east  side  of  Robersonville 
in  1936,  the  high  school  building  following  about  1955,  and  the  two  being 
renamed  East  End  School  some  time  later. 

Colored  District  No.  24 :  Dymond  City.  This  school  had  a  relatively 
short  life.  It  was  established  before  1885,  the  point  at  which  the  board 
of  education  minutes  book  No.  1  begins,  and  the  final  reference  to  it 
appears  under  date  of  July  3,  1893,  with  the  following  penciled 
notation :  "The  school  district  at  Dymond  City  has  been  abolished,  and 
the  amount  apportioned  to  it  this  year  is  in  the  treasurer's  hands, 
$64,40."  Pupils  formerly  attending  there  were  to  be  sent  to  Jamesville 
Colored  District  No.  2.  Members  of  the  local  committee  in  1885  were 

Champ  Shields,  John  D.  Hill  and  Moses  Hill;  the  census  of  those  of 
scnooi  age  was  21,  and  the  allocation  was  only  $23.73.  It  is  assumed  the 
school  was  held  in  one  of  the  buildings  in  what  was  a  thriving  village  at 
that  time;  but  nothing  remains  today  of  the  Dymond  City  settlement, 
the  last  building  having  been  destroyed  by  forest  fires  more  than  40 
years  ago. 

The  preceding  24  districts  comprise  the  entire  listing  of  colored 
schools  operating  in  the  county  in  or  before  1885.  The  number  24 
assigned  to  Dymond  City  District  was  reassigned  to  Hyman  District  in 
Goose  Nest  Township  after  1893.  The  remaining  colored  schools,  in 
numerical  order,  are  as  follows: 

New  Colored  District  No.  24:  Hyman's.  This  district  was  set  up  by 
the  board  of  education  on  July  3,  1893,  in  Goose  Nest  Township,  bor- 
dered on  two  sides  by  Conoho  Creek  and  the  Tarboro-Conoho  (Oak 
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City)  Road.  This  district  was  taken  from  Colored  District  No.  19 
(Goose  Nest).  The  order  setting  up  the  new  district  provided  that 
money  allocated  to  colored  District  No.  19  was  to  be  divided  so  as  to 
give  the  new  district  its  proportionate  part,  based  on  census  of  school- 
age  persons  in  the  two  districts.  Members  of  the  local  committee  of 
Hyman's  District  appointed  in  1893  were  Bromfield  Foreman,  Louis 
Hassell  and  William  Cherry.  The  census  of  school-age  persons  that 
year  is  not  indicated,  but  in  1894  it  was  64,  and  the  amount  allocated 
was  $74.40.  Nothing  appears  in  the  minutes  about  location  of  the 
schoolhouse. 

Colored  District  No.  25:  Gardner's  Creek.  The  school  building  for 
this  district  was  in  Jamesville  Township,  but  beyond  this  nothing  can 
be  learned.  The  local  school  committee  in  1887,  first  year  the  district  is 
mentioned,  was  composed  of  Stephen  Staton,  Henry  Spruill  and  Calvin 
Moore.  The  school  census  was  91  for  1887,  and  the  allocation  was  $91. 
In  1907  the  school  was  abolished  and  the  pupils  were  reassigned  to 
Jamesville. 

Colored  District  No.  26:  Spring  Hill.  The  1888  local  committee  was 
composed  of  Washington  Slade,  John  Scott  and  Abraham  Slade;  the 
census  for  that  year  was  71,  and  the  allocation  for  1889  was  $80.53.  The 
school  was  located  on  present  N.  C.  Highway  No.  125  about  four  miles 
north  of  Williamston,  near  the  Joe  Nicholson  home.  In  1925  it  was 
consolidated  with  Burroughs  and  became  Burroughs-Spring  Hill. 

Colored  District  No.  27:  Fagan's.  This  school,  located  in  Jamesville 
Township,  is  mentioned  in  the  minutes  of  the  board  of  education  for  the 
first  time  in  the  appointment  of  local  committees  for  1889,  those  named 
being  George  Harrison,  W.  W.  Hill  and  Harrison  Gee.  The  district  was 
created  out  of  Free  Union  District  No.  1.  The  school  census  for  1890 
was  70  and  the  allocation  was  $70.40. 

Colored  District  No.  28:  Haughton  (also  sometimes  known  as 
Keyes) .  Located  in  Williams  Township  at  the  intersection  of  Mill  Neck 
Road  with  the  Jamesville-Fairview  Road.  It  was  eventually  con- 
solidated with  Williams  Lower  and  Jamesville  schools.  Members  of 
the  first  local  committee,  appointed  in  June,  1893,  were  Richmond 
Ruff  in,  Christopher  Keyes  and  Spear  Keyes.  The  1894  school  census 
shows  20  persons  between  6  and  21  years  of  age  in  the  district,  and  the 
allocation  was  $56.10. 

Colored  District  No.  29:  Davis.  In  1895  the  local  committee  was 
composed  of  Peter  E.  Davis,  G.  T.  Forrest  and  Samuel  Briley.  The 
1896  school  census  shows  109  in  the  district,  and  the  fund  allocation  was 
$100.  The  school  building  was  located  in  Cross  Roads  Township  be- 
tween Wilson  Chapel  Church  and  Huskanaw  Swamp.    In  1905  the 
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minutes  show  the  name  of  the  district  was  changed  to  White  Oak 
Springs,  but  retaining  the  same  number. 


Parmele  Colored,  First  Brick  School  in  County,  Built  1916 

Colored  District  No.  30:  Parmele.  This  school  district  was 
established  by  the  board  of  education  at  its  meeting  on  February  1, 
1897,  the  order  specifying  that  Colored  District  No.  14,  Page's,  be 
equally  divided  and  that  the  new  school  site  be  in  or  near  Parmele.  R. 
F.  Ridley,  Otis  Staton  and  R.  H.  Lawrence  were  appointed  to  the  first 
local  committee.  It  was  shortly  after  this  that,  pursuant  to  state  law, 
individual  school  committees  were  discontinued,  and  committees  were 
appointed  for  each  township.  This  lasted  about  four  years,  the  county 
board  returning  to  the  former  practice  of  naming  three  committeemen 
for  each  school  district  in  1901.  Apportionment  of  funds  during  four 
years  of  that  period  also  was  made  on  a  township  basis,  and  it  was  1901 
before  individual  allocations  to  the  various  schools  were  again 
reported.  Parmele  had  a  school-age  count  of  84  in  1901,  and  the 
allotment  of  funds  was  $100.28  for  operation  of  the  school  that  year. 
Both  the  Parmele  and  Page's  Schools  were  eventually  consolidated 
with  what  was  to  become  East  End  in  Robersonville. 

Colored  District  No.  31:  Williams  Upper.  The  minutes  do  not  show 
when  or  where  this  school  was  established.  It  was  before  1901, 
however,  as  its  local  committee  for  that  year  was  composed  of 
Columbus  Dolberry,  C.  D.  Williams  and  J.  H.  Dolberry;  and  it  was 
located  somewhere  in  the  Hamilton-Goose  Nest  area,  as  post-office 
addresses  of  the  committeemen  were  either  Hamilton  or  Conoho  (Oak 
City).  The  school-age  census  for  1901  was  62,  and  the  allocation  was 
$85.22.  This  school  was  consolidated  with  Jones  in  1925. 
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Colored  District  No.  32:  James.  Date  of  formation  of  this  school 
district  is  also  not  recorded  in  the  minutes  but  it  was  before  1901,  as 
George  James,  Orange  Fields  and  Hilliard  Hyman  were  appointed  to 
the  local  committee  for  that  year;  the  school  census  was  40,  and  the 
allocation  was  $85.20.  The  school  was  located  about  four  miles  above 
Oak  City  on  present  N.  C.  Highway  125.  It  was  consolidated  with 
Whichard's  District  No.  20  in  1925  and  renamed  the  Whichard-James 
School. 

In  addition  to  the  numbered  and  named  public  schools  serving  the 
colored  population  of  Martin  County  during  the  formative  years  of  its 
educational  program,  several  institutions  privately  established  made 
major  contributions.  One  of  them  was  the  Butler  Institute  in 
Jamesville,  previously  mentioned.  Another  of  prime  importance  was 
the  Parmele  Industrial  Institute,  founded  and  conducted  by  W.  C. 
Chance  in  Parmele.  This  school  had  its  beginning  in  1912  in  a  four- 
room  frame  building  known  as  the  "Rev.  Stroud  House."  Mr.  Chance, 
a  native  of  Martin  County  and  a  graduate  of  Howard  University,  and  a 
Miss  Higgs  comprised  the  teaching  staff  during  the  first  year  of  its 
operation  as  a  private  school. 

In  February,  1913,  Mr.  Chance  went  before  a  special  meeting  of  the 
board  of  education  in  Williamston  to  seek  financial  aid.  After  outlining 
his  objectives  for  the  school,  the  minutes  state  "the  board  agreed  to 
apportion  annually  for  the  next  two  years  the  sum  of  $250  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  school"  on  two  conditions:  "Provided  he  secures 
sufficient  funds  to  build  and  equip  a  suitable  building  for  the  school ; 
provided,  further,  that  said  school  shall  be  under  the  supervision  of 
the  county  board  of  education."  Mr.  Chance  continued  to  hed  up 
educational  work  among  colored  people  in  the  Parmele  section  for 
many  years. 

Early  in  1914,  Parmele  Institute  trustees  proposed  deeding  23  acres 
of  land  in  Parmele  to  the  county  board  of  education  for  $1,000  if  it  would 
agree  to  construct  a  school  there,  coupled  with  a  pledge  that  the 
Phelps-Stokes  Negro  Educational  Board  would  contribute  $2,000  upon 
completion  of  the  building.  The  board  accepted  the  proposal  and 
received  a  deed  to  the  land,  the  county  spending  about  $15,000  for 
completion  of  the  structure.  Congressman  John  H.  Small  aided  in 
securing  a  grant  of  $8,000  from  Phelps-Stokes  and  Rosenwald  funds  for 
the  building,  which  opened  in  1914,  the  first  brick  school  structure  in 
the  county. 

From  old  newspapers,  two  unrelated  items  have  been  culled  relative 
to  the  colored  schools  in  Parmele.  One  is  a  brief  reference  about 
Higgs'  Industrial  Institute,  believed  to  have  become  Parmele  Training 
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School  later,  opening  for  its  first  session  on  October  12, 1909,  with  three 
teachers  and  about  50  students.  The  plant  was  said  to  have  consisted  of 
two  small  frame  buildings  and  two  acres  of  land.  The  other  item  said 
representatives  of  several  funds  and  organizations  visited  Parmele 
Training  School  in  February,  1917,  and  that  $2,400  in  outside  funds 
were  contributed  to  it  at  that  time. 

In  the  Williamston  newspaper  of  May  12~  1911,  there  is  an  account  of 
the  closing  of  the  Roanoke  Seminary  in  Williamston.  It  is  the  only 
mention  of  such  an  institution  to  be  found  in  any  of  the  old  records  and 
lists  some  other  facts  about  it.  The  article  reads  as  follows:  "The 
Roanoke  Seminary  closed  its  sixth  session  May  5th,  1911.  This  school  is 
said  to  be  the  best  of  its  class  in  North  Carolina.  It  was  formerly  known 
as  Roanoke  Institute.  By  the  efforts  of  Hon.  Harry  W.  Stubbs  it  was 
incorporated  by  an  act  of  the  last  legislature  and  its  name  changed  tc 
Roanoke  Seminary.  It  is  doing  a  good  work  in  the  way  of  uplifting  the 
colored  people.  Under  the  management  of  Prof.  G.  T.  Hill,  A.  M.,  as 
president  it  has  given  the  race  several  of  its  public  school  teachers.  It 
has  connected  with  it  an  industrial  department  which  trains  the  girls  in 
plain  sewing  and  dressmaking.  Its  aim  is  to  establish  the  principles  of 
decency  and  thrift  among  its  pupils." 

The  Rosenwald  Fund  made  contributions  to  the  construction  of  at 
least  seven  colored  schools  in  the  county  during  the  early  part  of  the 
present  century.  Julius  Rosenwald,  an  executive  of  the  Chicago  firm 
of  Sears-Roebuck,  established  this  fund  to  aid  in  constructing  Negro 
school  buildings.  Martin  County  schools  which  benefited  from  the  fund 
included  Hamilton,  Jamesville,  Parmele,  Jones,  Whichard's,  Biggs, 
and  E.  J.  Hayes  in  Williamston.  Hamilton  was  said  to  have  received 
the  first  grant  in  1914,  and  the  largest,  $6,000,  went  to  E.  J.  Hayes 
School.  Most  of  the  others  received  about  $400  each. 

Negro  educational  affairs  were  centered  in  the  Parmele  section 
during  the  early  part  of  the  present  century.  Dr.  Booker  T. 
Washington,  founder  of  Tuskegee  Institute  and  an  outstanding  black 
leader  for  many  years,  made  a  30-minute  speech  in  Parmele  on 
November  2, 1910.  People,  white  and  colored,  from  all  over  the  county 
were  there  to  hear  the  man  who  had  done  so  much  for  his  people.  Dr. 
George  Washington  Carver,  another  great  black  educator  and 
scientist,  who  developed  many  products  from  the  lowly  peanut,  is  also 
reported  to  have  visited  the  county,  attending  a  peanut  exposition  held 
in  Williamston  during  the  early  thirties. 
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CHAPTER  XIX 


INCIDENTAL  NOTES 

Some  of  the  most  interesting  reading  in  the  early  board  of  education 
minutes  concerned  a  proposal  to  move  the  location  of  Hardison's 
School,  White  District  No.  9,  in  Griffins  Township.  A  controversy 
developed,  and  it  continued  intermittently  from  June,  1894,  through 
June,  1910,  a  period  of  roughly  16  years.  First  reference  to  the  matter 
was  on  June  4, 1894,  when  I.  S.  Green  brought  in  a  petition  asking  that 
Hardison's  school  be  moved  to  a  more  central  location  in  the  district. 
The  original  site  is  about  where  the  present  Farm  Life  school  building 
now  stands.  At  that  time,  the  old  building  was  at  the  end  of  Seth 
Hardison's  lane,  and  he  was  quite  active  in  opposing  the  petition  for 
removal  to  a  new  location.  No  action  was  taken  by  the  board  of 
education,  but  it  was  set  for  special  consideration  at  the  July  meeting. 

At  the  meeting  on  July  2,  1894,  A.  D.  Mizell  and  others  joined  Mr. 
Hardison  in  opposing  the  change.  W.  L.  Fagan,  a  member  of  the  board 
of  education,  was  delegated  to  investigate  and  make  recom- 
mendations. At  the  September  meeting,  he  asked  for  more  time,  as  he 
had  been  unable  to  get  in  touch  with  the  proper  parties.  In  January, 
1895,  no  report  having  been  received,  more  time  was  granted.  At  the 
March  meeting,  it  was  stated  there  was  trouble  in  determining  the 
boundary  lines,  and  those  interested  were  directed  to  return  to  the 
June  meeting,  when  another  hearing  was  to  be  held.  The  June  meeting 
minutes  contain  no  reference  to  the  matter. 

On  September  1,  1895,  the  local  school  committee  was  directed  and 
authorized  to  name  a  committee  to  condemn  land  for  a  new  school 
location.  The  next  reference  is  on  February  1,  1896,  when  the  board 
ordered  that  the  schoolhouse  in  District  9,  white,  be  moved  "from  its 
present  location  to  a  place  called  Kelly's  Hill."  The  next  reference  is 
in  the  minutes  of  the  June  6, 1898  meeting,  when  the  board  ordered  the 
local  school  committee  to  move  the  school  building  across  the  creek, 
"the  boundaries  to  be  the  same  as  outlined  by  their  petition  and  the 
location  of  said  schoolhouse  to  be  where  the  majority  of  citizens  may 
decide." 

The  matter  was  then  dormant  for  nearly  six  years,  but  on  January 
4,  1904,  there  appeared  an  order  for  "the  committees  of  Corey's, 
Getsinger's  and  Hardison's  Schools  to  be  notified  to  be  present  at  the 
regular  meeting  on  the  first  Monday  in  April,  1904,  to  consider  ad- 
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visability  of  consolidating  the  schools  of  that  section."  However,  there 
is  no  record  of  such  a  meeting  being  held.  The  final  entry  appears  in 
the  minutes  of  June  3,  1910:  "Ordered  that  a  new  house  be  built  for 
District  No.  9,  white,  at  Kelly  Hill,  provided  the  citizens  of  said  district 
will  pay  one-half  of  the  cost  of  the  building."  Evidently  the  people 
agreed  to  the  condition,  for  a  building  was  constructed  on  the  new  site 
and  school  was  conducted  there  for  a  number  of  years. 

This  concludes  information  in  Minutes  Books  Nos.  1  and  2  concerning 
formation  and  brief  information  about  the  numbered  and  named 
public  schools  of  Martin  County  from  December,  1884,  to  July,  1901.  On 
many  occasions,  minutes  of  the  board  of  education  meetings  record 
only  routine  business,  payment  of  accounts,  and  the  like.  Most 
detailed  accounts  concerned  contracts  with  publishing  companies  for 
textbooks.  Some  of  the  texts  adopted  for  use  in  the  county,  with  their 
retail  prices,  were  as  follows: 

Hassell's  School  History  of  the  United  States,  60c;  Holmes'  First 
Reader,  15c;  Second  Reader,  25c;  Third  Reader,  41c;  Fifth  Reader, 
72c;  Maury's  Elementary  Geography,  55c;  Maury's  Revised  Manual 
of  Geography,  N.  C.  Edition,  $1.25;  Maury's  Physical  Geography, 
$1.20;  Sanford's  Primary  Analytical  Arithmetic,  20c;  Sanford's  In- 
termediate Analytical  Arithmetic,  36c;  Sanford's  Common  School 
Arithmetic,  64;;  Sanford's  Higher  Arithmetic,  85c;  Finger's  Civil 
Government,  60c;  Williams'  Reader  for  Beginners,  10c;  McGuffey's 
Revised  Eclectic  Primer,  10c;  Harrington's  Spelling  Book,  12c; 
Harvey's  Elementary  Grammar  and  Composition,  Revised,  42c; 
Harvey's  Practical  English  Grammar,  Revised,  65c;  Harper's  New 
Primary  Copy  Books,  72c  per  dozen;  Harper's  Grammar  Grade 
Writing  Books,  95c  per  dozen;  Peterman's  Civil  Government,  N.  C. 
Edition,  60c. 
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CHAPTER  XX 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  MEMBERS  AND  SUPERINTENDENTS 

During  the  early  days  of  public  education,  members  of  the  board  of 
education  were  elected  at  joint  meetings  of  county  justices  of  the  peace 
and  county  commissioners.  The  first  record  of  such  a  meeting,  listing 
the  names  of  the  justices  present,  occurred  on  June  3,  1889.  Names  of 
the  magistrates  present  were:  C.  C.  Waters,  S.  R.  Hardison,  David  R. 
Daniel,  George  W.  Griffin,  J.  A.  Lilley,  W.  E.  Roberson,  George  L. 
Whitley,  M.  J.  Reddick,  A.  L.  Mizell,  S.  D.  Ward,  C.  B.  Harrison,  H.  W. 
Holliday,  Stanley  Ayers,  James  A.  Coburn,  M.  A.  Roberson,  George  E. 
Brown,  Thomas  H.  Cof field,  H.  Brown,  George  W.  Andrews,  A.  H. 
Coffield  and  J.  R.  Smith.  Those  elected  at  the  meeting  were  Joseph  T. 
Waldo  of  Hamilton,  J.  A.  Whitley  of  Cross  Roads,  and  W.  L.  Fagan  of 
Dardens.  The  register  of  deeds  and  clerk  to  the  board,  J.  A.  Teel,  was 
directed  to  notify  them  of  their  election.  Mr.  Waldo  was  to  serve  as  a 
member  from  July,  1889,  until  his  resignation  on  August  3, 1922,  except 
for  about  four  years  during  the  Republican-Populist  administration. 
He  served  as  chairman  of  the  board  for  many  of  his  latter  years  and 
was  elected  a  member  emeritus  for  life  when  he  resigned  in  August, 
1922.  However,  he  lived  only  a  few  more  months,  passing  away  on 
December  24,  1922. 

Around  the  turn  of  the  century,  the  law  was  changed  to  provide  for 
appointments  to  county  boards  of  education  being  made  by  the 
legislature.  Candidates  for  membership  on  the  county  boards  would 
file  in  the  primaries,  but  the  General  Assembly  was  not  bound  by  the 
results,  and  in  a  number  of  cases  those  nominated  in  the  primaries 
were  not  appointed  in  "the  omnibus  bill,"  which  officially  named 
members  of  the  boards  of  education.  This  law  was  again  changed  in 
1972,  and  members  of  the  county  boards  of  education  are  now  chosen  in 
non-partisan  elections  held  on  the  same  dates  as  the  party  primaries. 

At  least  60  persons  have  served  as  members  of  the  Martin  County 
Board  of  Education  since  1884,  records  prior  to  that  time  having  been 
lost  or  destroyed.  They  were  appointed  or  elected  by  several  different 
methods,  as  the  laws  were  changed  from  time  to  time.  In  1895  the 
legislature  abolished  altogether  the  boards  of  education  and  placed 
administration  of  the  public  schools  in  the  boards  of  county  com- 
missioners for  a  two-year  period.  Originally,  the  board  of  education  in 
this  county  was  composed  of  three  members,  increased  to  five  in  1923 
and,  since  1972,  has  been  composed  of  six  elected  members. 
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People  of  the  county  who  served  as  members  of  the  board  of 
education  since  1884  were  as  follows:  W.  B.  Mangum  (1884-1885), 
William  A.  Haislip  (1884-1885),  S.  L.  Wallace  (1884-1885)  (1895-1897),  B. 
R.  Jenkins  (1885),  Joseph  D.  Biggs  (1885),  Rev.  Thomas.  B.  Haughton 
(1885-1886),  Stephen  W.  Outterbridge  (1885-1889)  (1891-1895)  (1899), 
Joseph  C.  Smith  (1885-1887),  Jesse  A.  B.  Cooper  (1886-1888),  Henry 
Peal  (1887-1889),  Alexander  H.  Smith  (1888-1889),  Joseph  T.  Waldo 
(1889-1895)  (1899-1922),  J.  A.  Whitley  (1889-1891  (1899-1906),  W.  L. 
Fagan  (1889-1895); 

Following  abolition  of  the  board  by  the  General  Assembly  in  1895,  its 
duties  were  handled  for  the  following  two  years  by  members  of  the 
county  board  of  commissioners,  composed  of  the  following:  Joseph  B. 
Coffield,  chairman  (1895-1897),  J.  B.  Roberson  (1895-1897),  B.  F. 
Godwin  (1895-1897),  Justus  Everett  (1895-1897),  Wheeler  Martin  (1897), 
James  Y.  Brown  (1897),  James  S.  Peal  (1897). 

Resuming  its  work  following  election  of  a  new  board  in  July,  1897, 
members  who  have  served  since  that  time  are:  W.  T.  Ruffin  (1897- 
1898),  John  C.  Getsinger  (1897-1899),  J.  P.  Butler  (1897-1899),  Samuel 
Romulus  Biggs  (1898-1909),  L.  B.  Wynn  (1906-1916),  Warren  H.  Biggs 
(1909-1914),  S.  F.  Everett  (1914-1915),  W.  H.  Holliday  (1915-1925),  Dr. 
John  D.  Biggs  (1916-1919),  R.  G.  Harrison  (1919-1922),  Benjamin  D. 
Worsley  (1922-1931),  Kader  B.  Crawford  (1922-1931),  John  A.  Getsinger 
(1923-1932),  Nathan  Rogers  (1923-1929),  H.  C.  Norman  (1926-1931) 
(1939-1949),  Javan  Rogers  (1930-1931),  W.  O.  Griffin  (1931-1937),  J. 
Eason  Lilley  (1931-1935),  J.  T.  Barnhill  (1931-1937),  John  W.  Eubanks 
(1932-1945),  Eli  Hoyt  Ange  (1932-1940),  George  C.  Griffin  (1935-1953); 
F.  D.  Woolard  (1937-1953),  J.  F.  Martin  (1957-1959),  Leslie  Hardison 
(1940-1946),  F.  W.  Holliday  (1945-1951),  Ernest  C.  Edmondson  (1946- 
1955),  Cecil  B.  Powell  (1949-1953),  Howard  B.  Gaylord  (1951-1968),  C. 
U.  Rogers  (1953-1959),  Sherwood  L.  Roberson  (1953-1956),  Leroy 
Harrison  (1953-1971),  Robert  A.  Haislip,  Jr.,  (1955-1968),  Charles  G. 
Forbes  (1956-1968),  Exum  L.  Ward  (1959-1970),  Jack  A.  Sharp,  Jr. 
(1963-1968),  George  B.  McRorie  (1968  to  present),  H.  N.  Jackson  (1968- 
1972),  Macon  M.  Holliday  (1968  to  present),  Lawrence  Eason  Lilley 
(1970  to  present),  James  Harry  Wynne  (1971  to  present),  Henry 
Winslow  (1972  to  present) ,  and  Zack  T.  Gurkin  (1972  to  present) . 

Of  the  60  persons  who  have  served  as  members  of  the  county  board  of 
education,  18  have  been  elected  and  served  as  chairmen  at  various 
times.  Joseph  T.  Waldo  of  Hamilton  had  the  longest  tenure  as  chair- 
man, his  service  in  that  office  covering  a  period  of  upwards  of  30  years 
between  1889  and  1922.  Others  who  were  chairman  for  shorter  terms 
are  as  follows:  W.  B.  Mangum,  Joseph  D.  Biggs,  T.  B.  Haughton, 
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Jesse  A.  B.  Cooper,  Alex  H.  Smith,  Joseph  B.  Coffield,  Wheeler  Martin, 
W.  T.  Ruffin,  Samuel  Romulus  Biggs,  W.  H.  Holliday,  Kader  B. 
Crawford,  J.  D.  Woolard,  Ernest  C.  Edmondson,  Howard  B.  Gaylord, 
C.  Urbin  Rogers,  Leroy  Harrison  and  George  B.  McRorie. 

Several  methods  have  been  used  over  the  years  in  the  employment  of 
county  superintendents  of  education,  or  county  supervisors  as  they 
were  sometimes  called.  They  were  first  elected  by  the  county  com- 
missioners and  county  boards  of  education  in  joint  session  ;  later  by  the 
boards  of  education,  clerks  of  superior  court  and  register  of  deeds;  and 
in  more  recent  years  by  the  boards  of  education  alone.  So  far  as  can  be 
learned,  ten  men  have  served  in  the  office  over  the  past  115  years,  a 
couple  of  them  on  different  occasions,  and  several  others  have  served 
in  a  temporary  capacity  as  acting  superintendents.  Archibald  H. 
Coffield  was  the  first,  beginning  in  1859  and  continuing  a  few  years 
until  some  time  during  the  Civil  War.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
General  Assembly  in  1846  and  1848. 

Jesse  A.  Bynum  Cooper  was  the  second  superintendent,  serving  on 
two  occasions,  starting  some  time  after  the  Civil  War  and  continuing 
until  1881,  yielding  to  the  Rev.  T.  B.  Haughton  from  1881  through  1884, 
and  returning  to  serve  through  1885  and  1886.  Mr.  Haughton  also  was 
superintendent  on  two  occasions,  from  1881  through  1884  and  then  from 
1887  until  his  death  in  1894.  Joseph  T.  Waldo,  chairman  of  the  county 
board  of  education,  served  as  acting  superintendent  for  about  a  month 
following  Mr.  Haughton's  death  in  December,  1894,  until  January, 
1895,  when  Elder  Sylvester  Hassell  was  elected. 

Elder  Hassell  was  superintendent  for  only  a  few  months,  going  out 
when  a  completely  new  board  of  education  took  office  on  June  3,  1895. 
No  superintendent  was  elected  after  the  new  board  assumed  its  duties, 
but  Chairman  J.  B.  Coffield  served  more  or  less  as  an  acting 
superintendent  for  about  two  years,  until  the  election  of  R.  J.  Peel,  on 
July  5,  1897.  Mr.  Peel  remained  in  the  office  for  almost  17  years, 
resigning  on  May  4, 1914,  to  become  clerk  of  superior  court.  The  Rev. 
A.  J.  Manning  succeeded  Mr.  Peel  and  continued  in  the  office  for  a 
little  over  nine  years.  He  was  succeeded  by  R.  A.  Pope  in  August,  1923, 
and  he  was  superintendent  for  a  little  less  than  eight  years. 

James  C.  Manning,  son  of  former  Superintendent  A.  J.  Manning, 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  office  on  July  1, 1931,  and  continued  in  it 
longer  than  any  other  person,  serving  34  years  before  retiring  on  June 
30,  1965.  It  was  during  his  administration  that  some  of  the  most 
revolutionary  changes  in  the  history  of  the  schools  took  place.  His 
tenure  of  service  included  the  darkest  days  of  the  great  depression  of 
the  early  1930's,  as  well  as  World  War  II,  and  the  recovery  periods 
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which  followed  each.  Although  some  consolidations  had  been  effected 
before  he  became  superintendent,  the  major  ones  were  still  to  come, 
the  system  developing  from  one-  and  two-teacher  units  scattered  about 
the  county  into  comparatively  few  centralized  consolidated  schools  in 
the  more  thickly  populated  areas.  There  was  relatively  little  trans- 
portation when  he  began  his  work,  while  upwards  of  100  buses  were 
required  to  bring  students  from  rural  areas  to  the  schools  when  he 
retired. 

Mr.  Manning  was  also  a  part  of  the  transition  from  county  to  state 
financing  of  much  of  the  operating  cost  of  the  schools  and  from  local  to 
centralized  control  of  the  system  in  later  years,  with  the  state  and 
federal  governments  issuing  edicts  and  directives  for  practically  all  of 
the  decisions  formerly  made  by  the  county  board  of  education  and  the 
superintendent's  office.  It  was  during  his  administration  that  the  peak 
of  school  population  was  reached  in  the  1960-61  term,  when  the  daily 
membership  figure  reached  8,037.  During  his  period  of  service  school 
construction  was  one  of  the  major  undertakings,  and  his  office  spon- 
sored and  managed  to  implement  a  program  that  saw  more  new 
buildings,  additions,  renovations  and  other  improvements  being  made 
to  school  plants  than  at  any  other  time  in  the  history  of  public 
education  in  Martin  County.  When  the  difference  in  cost  is  considered, 
it  very  probably  was  the  period  of  greatest  expansion  and  development 
of  the  entire  county  system.  Mr.  Manning  saw  and  helped  to  ad- 
minister a  great  many  other  innovations  in  public  education— not  all  of 
which  he  approved— but  to  all  of  which  he  gave  his  best  efforts  to  bring 
into  alignment  with  what  he  considered  to  be  the  best  interests  of  his 
native  county  and  its  people.  Attesting  the  appreciation  for  his  lengthy 
service,  about  400  county  people  attended  a  reception  in  honor  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Manning  at  the  high  school  gymnasium  in  Williamston  on 
May  23,  prior  to  his  retirement  on  June  30,  1965.  In  addition  to  ex- 
pressions of  good  will  and  best  wishes,  the  retiring  superintendent  was 
presented  an  electric  golf  cart  by  the  more  than  200  county  teachers 
present  and  a  silver  service  by  members  of  the  county  board  of 
education. 

Speaking  of  the  difficult  days  of  the  depression,  Mr.  Manning 
recalled  one  occasion  in  the  1930's,  when  William  R.  Watson,  then 
principal  of  Williamston  High  School,  came  into  his  office  to  discuss 
problems  he  was  having  with  students  whose  parents  were  unable  to 
buy  textbooks  for  them.  The  county  board  of  education  happened  to  be 
meeting  in  his  office  at  the  time  and  they  had  just  received  their  pay 
checks  from  the  county.  Without  hesitation  every  one  of  the  five 
members  endorsed  his  check— they  were  then  paid  at  the  rate  of  $5  per 
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day  of  actual  service  plus  5  cents  per  mile  for  travel  expense— and 
turned  it  over  to  Mr.  Watson,  specifying  the  money  was  to  be  used  only 
for  the  purchase  of  textbooks  for  those  who  could  not  afford  them. 

Following  Mr.  Manning's  retirement  in  1965,  another  county  native, 
R.  Eugene  Rogers,  was  elected  county  superintendent.  J.  Comer 
Griffin,  also  a  Martin  native,  became  assistant  superintendent  at  the 
same  time,  and  both  men  continue  in  those  positions  at  the  present 
time.  At  the  time  this  was  written,  in  1974,  the  county  is  involved  in  its 
largest  building  program,  contracts  for  the  work  underway 
aggregating  more  than  $5  millions,  with  several  of  the  projects  nearing 
completion. 

According  to  the  North  Carolina  Historical  Review,  teachers 
themselves  became  concerned  about  the  quality  of  education  being 
offered  during  the  early  part  of  the  past  century  and  began  forming 
organizations  and  attending  institutes  to  improve  their  teaching  skills. 
A  Martin  County  physician,  Dr.  Simmons  J.  Baker,  was  elected 
president  of  one  of  the  first  such  state-wide  groups,  the  North  Carolina 
Institute  of  Education,  which  met  at  Chapel  Hill  June  22  and  23,  1831, 
named  its  officers  and  adopted  a  constitution.  Not  much  is  known 
about  Dr.  Baker  except  that  he  graduated  from  the  University  of 
North  Carolina  in  1825  and  was  from  Martin  County.  It  is  possible  that 
he  was  a  descendant  of  Blake  Baker,  a  prominent  Revolutionary  War 
figure  of  this  section  who  died  in  1808. 

According  to  a  lengthy  article  by  William  Gordon  Kornegay  entitled 
"The  North  Carolina  Institute  of  Education,  1831-1834,"  which  ap- 
peared in  the  North  Carolina  Historical  Review,  this  county's  Dr. 
Simmons  J.  Baker  was  in  distinguished  company  when  he  was  elected 
president  of  the  institute  in  1831.  Of  the  three  vice  presidents  chosen  at 
the  same  time,  William  McPheeters  operated  an  academy  in  Raleigh; 
the  Rev.  William  M.  Green  was  rector  of  St.  Matthews  Church  in 
Hillsboro  and  was  destined  to  become  the  first  Episcopal  bishop  of 
Mississippi;  and  Frederick  Nash  was  to  become  chief  justice  of  the 
North  Carolina  Supreme  Court.  Other  officers  included  William  J. 
Bingham,  headmaster  of  the  famous  Bingham  School  at  Hillsboro  and 
often  referred  to  as  the  "Napoleon  of  Schoolmasters,"  Elisha  Mitchell 
(for  whom  Mount  Mitchell  was  later  named),  William  Hooper  and 
James  Phillips,  professors  at  the  university.  Other  important  figures 
present  included  Governor  Montford  Stokes,  University  President 
Joseph  Caldwell,  James  Iredell,  John  Branch,  John  Bragg,  John 
Owen,  S.  I.  Ives,  D.  M.  Barringer,  Lewis  Williams,  Hugh  McQueen, 
William  Gaston,  W.  J.  Mhoon,  Dennis  Heartt,  J.  R.  J.  Daniels,  John 
Giles  and  Richard  H.  Battle.    There  were  also  several  university 
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students  there  who  later  became  quite  famous,  among  them  T.  L. 
Clingman,  who  became  a  Confederate  brigadier  general  and  for  whom 
a  Great  Smoky  Mountains  peak  was  named  (Clingman's  Dome).  One 
noteworthy  quote  which  received  a  fervent  "Amen"  from  the  youth  of 
those  early  days  was  that  by  a  distinguished  speaker  who  remarked 
that  while  corporal  punishment  "was  a  poor  source  of  inspiration  for 
learning,"  it  "appeared  to  be  unrivalled  in  the  art  of  teaching." 

The  first  record  of  a  teaching  institute  in  Martin  County  appears  in 
the  January  6, 1890,  minutes  of  the  board  of  education,  when  $100  was 
appropriated  to  pay  expenses  of  a  teachers'  institute,  date  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  state  superintendent.  The  Scotland  Neck  Democrat  of 
March  20, 1890,  said  Prof.  E.  A.  Alderman,  "noted  educator,"  held  the 
institute  for  one  week  in  March,  and  that  his  "mode  of  instruction  has 
given  education  a  boom."  In  July,  1904,  Professors  R.  J.  Peel,  B.  T. 
Cowper  and  A.  J.  Manning  conducted  a  summer  institute  in 
Williamston  with  30  teachers  attending. 

First  teachers'  organization  was  the  Griffins  Teachers  Association, 
which  was  having  regular  meetings  in  1905,  a  session  having  been  held 
at  Corey's  schoolhouse  on  September  15th  that  year,  according  to  the 
Williamston  Enterprise.  Apparently  it  was  organized  for  social  and 
educational  advancement.  Alexander  Corey  was  president,  and 
meetings  were  being  held  each  month.  The  session  on  that  occasion 
began  at  9  a.m.,  and  featured  lectures  on  grammar  and  rhetoric  by  J. 
E.  Manning  and  fundamental  principles  of  arithmetic  by  Mr.  Corey. 
This  was  followed  by  a  picnic  dinner,  after  which  County  Superin- 
tendent R.  J.  Peel  spoke  on  the  general  principles  of  education, 
followed  by  a  round-table  discussion  of  the  theory  and  practice  of 
teaching  the  various  branches  of  study. 

There  was  a  county  teachers  association  functioning  in  the  county 
during  1906.  On  February  17,  that  year,  a  meeting  was  held  in 
Williamston,  the  secretary,  Miss  Hattie  Burras,  reported.  Principal 
John  D.  Everett  of  Robersonville  was  a  leader  in  the  proceedings, 
other  teachers  participating  in  the  program  including  Misses  Hodges, 
Garrett,  Charlie  Woolard,  Frances  Hoard,  Lela  Brown  and  Mrs.  S.  T. 
Liles,  Mr.  Hudson  and  Charles  M.  Peele.  Another  meeting  was  held  on 
October  20,  1906,  participants  in  that  program  including  County 
Superintendent  R.  J.  Peel,  Principals  John  D.  Everett  of  Robersonville 
and  Charles  W.  Ray  of  Hamilton,  Misses  Mary  Hodges,  Meta  Liles, 
Hattie  Burras,  Lydie  Roberson,  Sallie  Worsley,  Flossie  James  and 
Josephine  Morton,  Rev.  A.  J.  Manning,  J.  E.  Manning  and  J.  S.  Griffin. 

The  Williamston  newspaper  carried  an  account  of  the  reorganization 
of  the  county  teachers  association  in  October,  1908.  County  Superin- 
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tendent  R.  J.  Peel  presided  at  the  reorganizational  meeting,  Principal 
John  D.  Everett  of  Robersonville  being  elected  president,  and  Miss 
Annie  E.  Mizelle  was  named  recording  secretary.  A  program  com- 
mittee was  named,  consisting  of  Misses  Hattie  Burras  and  Chandler, 
Principal  Z.  Hardy  Rose  and  Sylvester  Peel.  Dr.  J.  Y.  Joyner,  state 
superintendent  of  public  instruction,  was  the  featured  speaker  at  a 
two-day  session  of  the  county  teachers  on  March  13-14,  1914.  Others 
taking  part  in  the  program  included  Mrs.  Bettie  Moore  Harrell,  Misses 
Bettie  Leary,  Vivian  Roberson,  Effie  Waldo,  and  Mrs.  Bowen,  C.  C. 
Sharp,  B.  0.  Myers,  J.  B.  Bowers,  F.  G.  Whitaker,  J.  D.  Howell,  J.  T. 
Jerome,  H.  W.  Smith,  W.  A.  Davis,  W.  H.  Mizelle  and  E.  E.  Sams,  the 
last-named  being  secretary  of  the  North  Carolina  Teachers'  Assembly. 

The  Colored  Teachers'  Association  was  a  separate  organization, 
meetings  being  held  to  discuss  current  problems  and  improving 
teaching  methods.  Subjects  for  its  meeting  on  January  12,  1907,  were 
listed  as,  among  other  things,  attendance,  language,  hygiene  and 
narcotics.  Participants  on  the  program  were  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Johnson, 
Miss  Rhoda  Chance,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Ormond,  and  J.  C.  Cordon,  Jr.  Mrs.  L. 
A.  Reddick  and  J.  P.  Butler,  the  latter  principal  of  the  Butler  Institute 
at  Jamesville,  were  to  be  speakers  at  the  next  meeting.  The  following 
year,  on  October  17,  1908,  officers  of  the  Martin  County  Colored 
Teachers'  Association  were  elected,  Rev.  J.  Henry  Johnson  of 
Everetts  being  named  chairman  and  W.  V.  Ormond  of  Williamston, 
secretary.  A.  G.  Greene  of  Oak  City,  E.  E.  Andrews  of  Williamston,  J. 
C.  Cordon,  Jr.,  of  Jamesville,  and  Miss  Rhoda  Chance  of  Robersonville 
were  to  be  participants  in  the  next  program. 

One  of  the  state's  leading  exponents  of  expanding  educational  op- 
portunities, the  Hon.  Thomas  W.  Blount,  was  brought  to  Martin  County 
in  September,  1903,  and  succeeded  in  creating  a  lot  of  interest  in  im- 
proving the  county  school  system.  He  and  County  Superintendent  R.  J. 
Peel  conducted  an  extensive  educational  campaign,  visiting  and 
speaking  in  eight  communities  over  the  five-day  period  Mr.  Blount 
remained  in  the  county.  R.  0.  Everett  and  Harry  W.  Stubbs  also  spoke 
at  two  of  the  meetings.  Communities  visited  included  Goose  Nest  and 
Hamilton  on  Tuesday,  September  1,  the  meeting  at  Hamilton  being 
rained  out,  however.  The  next  day  they  were  in  Robersonville  in  the 
afternoon  and  Williamston  at  night,  being  heard  by  large  crowds  at 
each  place.  They  spent  September  3rd  at  Bear  Grass,  spoke  to  the 
people  of  Griffins  at  Smithwick's  Creek  Church  and  Poplar  Chapel  on 
Friday,  and  were  at  Lilley's  Hall  and  Jamesville  on  Saturday,  being 
heard  by  representative  groups  at  each  place.  Main  theme  of  the  talks 
was  stressing  the  importance  of  better  school  buildings,  the  necessity 
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for  consolidation,  and  employment  of  superior  teachers,  along  with 
voting  for  special  school  taxes  to  provide  longer  terms,  expansion  of 
library  facilities  and  like  improvements. 

The  board  of  county  commissioners,  at  its  regular  meeting  on  June 
7,  1897,  ordered  an  election  to  be  held  in  each  township  of  Martin 
County  to  encourage  local  taxation  for  public  schools.  The  order 
specified  that  the  amount  to  be  voted  for  that  purpose  should  be  30 
cents  on  each  poll  and  10  cents  on  the  $100  property  valuation.  No  date 
was  set  for  the  election,  and  nothing  appears  in  later  minutes  regard- 
ing the  results,  so  it  is  doubtful  that  the  election  was  ever  held.  It  was 
stated  the  board's  action  was  taken  in  compliance  with  chapter  421  of 
an  act  adopted  by  the  North  Carolina  General  Assembly  at  its  session 
in  1897. 
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CHAPTER  XXI 


FIGHT  AGAINST  ILLITERACY 
Along  with  increased  interest  in  public  education,  concern  began  to 
mount  over  the  high  percentage  of  illiteracy  in  Martin  County.  The 
number  and  proportion  reported  in  early  census  reports  were  not  as 
high  as  in  many  other  counties  of  eastern  North  Carolina,  but  it  is 
believed  many  of  those  listed  as  being  able  to  read  and  write  could  do 
little  more  than  scribble  or  print  their  own  names.  The  county  census 
for  1870,  for  instance,  shows  3,608  persons  10  years  of  age  or  older  were 
unable  to  read  or  write,  out  of  a  total  population  of  9,360.  Adult 
illiterates  at  that  time— those  21  years  of  age  or  older— totaled  2,325,  or 
slightly  more  than  25  per  cent.  It  is  to  be  remembered,  however,  that 
many  of  those  were  former  slaves  who  had  never  had  opportunity  to 
attend  school. 

Steps  to  lower  the  percentage  of  illiteracy  began  to  take  shape  early 
in  the  present  century.  Night  schools  for  adults  were  started  in  many 
sections.  October  29, 1915,  was  designated  "School  and  Neighborhood 
Improvement  Day"  by  Governor  Locke  Craig,  the  plan  being  to  get 
those  10  years  of  age  and  older  to  learn  to  read  and  write  by  attending 
the  special  schools.  At  that  time  it  was  estimated  about  17  percent  of 
Martin  County's  white  people  were  in  the  class  of  illiterates.  As  late  as 
1929,  the  county's  percentage  of  white  illiterates  was  18.6  per  cent. 

However,  it  was  adoption  of  the  state-wide  compulsory  attendance 
law  about  that  time  that  did  more  than  anything  else  to  bring  about  a 
significant  drop  in  the  rate  of  illiteracy.  Representative  Ray  of  Macon 
County  introduced  such  a  state-wide  measure  in  1913,  and  it  was  en- 
dorsed by  a  number  of  people  in  this  county,  but  failed  of  passage. 
Several  counties  had  compulsory  attendance  laws  prior  to  that  time, 
but  Martin  was  not  one  of  them.  After  adoption  of  the  state-wide  law, 
W.  C.  Manning,  Sr.,  an  advocate  of  the  proposed  1913  law,  was  ap- 
pointed attendance  officer  for  Williamston  Township  by  the  county 
board  of  education. 

Martin  County's  first  county-wide  school  commencement  was  held 
in  Williamston  on  March  19, 1915,  according  to  newspapers  of  that  day. 
An  estimated  3,000  people  attended,  making  it  one  of  the  biggest  days 
in  the  history  of  the  town  up  to  that  time.  More  than  300  pupils  and 
their  friends  from  the  lower  part  of  the  county  came  up  on  the  morning 
train,  and  a  special  train,  starting  at  Oak  City  and  coming  through 
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Hassell,  Parmele,  Robersonville  and  Everetts,  brought  600  pupils  in 
addition  to  many  of  their  friends  and  relatives.  Just  before  arrival  of 
the  special  train,  pupils  already  assembled  on  the  graded  school 
grounds  marched  to  the  station,  where  they  were  formed  into  a  double 
column  and,  joined  by  the  600  who  came  in  on  the  train,  paraded 
through  Main  and  Watts  Streets  to  the  campus. 

Prior  to  a  picnic  lunch  on  the  school  grounds  there  was  an  assembly 
with  a  program  which  included  an  address  by  First  District 
Representative  John  H.  Small  of  Washington.  Displays  of  school  work 
were  shown  in  the  graded  school  building,  athletic  contests  were  held 
on  the  school  grounds,  with  declamation  and  recitation  contests  in  the 
city  hall  and  auditorium  at  the  courthouse.  Harcum  Grimes  and 
Fitzhugh  Lee  Robertson  finished  first  and  second  in  the  foot  races,  and 
Turner  Grimes  and  Jack  Edwards  were  one-two  in  the  jumping.  Gold 
medals  for  winners  in  the  seventh-grade  declamation  contests  were 
presented  to  Roscoe  Downs  of  Hamilton  and  Alma  D.  Ausbon  of 
Brown's  School.  Miss  Daisy  Manning  of  Williamston  and  Turner 
Grimes  of  Robersonville  were  winners  in  the  high  school  declamation 
contests,  and  they  also  were  given  gold  medals  suitably  inscribed. 
Schools  recognized  for  outstanding  group  accomplishments  were 
Woolard's,  Hardison's  and  Williamston. 

Starting  at  that  time,  county  commencements  were  held  annually 
for  both  the  colored  and  white  schools,  usually  at  separate  times,  for 
upwards  of  ten  years.  A  note  in  The  Enterprise,  on  April  21, 1925,  says 
the  county-wide  commencement  was  held  in  Williamston  that  year, 
with  events  being  scheduled  in  the  graded  school  building,  county 
courthouse  and  the  Baptist  church.  After  the  middle  twenties,  the 
review  of  exceptionally  meritorious  work  done  by  the  students  and 
schools  was  usually  recognized  at  the  individual  school  com- 
mencements. 

From  no  libraries  at  all  back  in  1902,  a  year  after  the  legislature  had 
set  up  $5,000  to  be  used  as  matching  funds  to  aid  rural  counties  in 
establishing  school  libraries,  Martin  County  began  to  make  a  little 
progress  in  that  direction.  By  1927,  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs. 
Wheeler  Martin,  Misses  Orpah  Steed  and  Lucille  Allen,  the  William- 
ston school  had  about  1,000  volumes.  In  the  same  year  the  Rober- 
sonville and  Jamesville  schools  had  about  500  volumes  each,  and 
Everetts  was  reported  to  be  adding  to  its  collection.  The  other  high 
schools  had  some,  but  the  number  was  not  cited  in  the  report. 
Relatively  few  libraries  in  the  state  at  that  time  had  books  to 
the  value  of  more  than  $30.  The  state's  matching  proposition  was 
based  on  $20  for  each  $10  raised  locally,  accounting  for  the  minimum 
$30  figure. 
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There  are  some  interesting  statistics  available  about  schools  in  the 
county  in  1893  and  1902,  obtained  from  reports  of  the  state  superin- 
tendents of  public  instruction.  In  1893  the  county  was  operating  45 
white  schools  and  26  colored  schools  for  an  average  term  of  15  weeks. 
The  school  census  showed  there  were  2,877  whites  between  the  ages  of  6 
and  21  years,  of  which  1,805  were  enrolled  in  the  schools,  but  with  only 
1,088  in  average  daily  attendance.  At  th  same  time  there  were  2,890 
colored  people  between  6  and  21  years  of  age,  of  which  1,688  were 
enrolled  in  school  and  only  908  in  average  daily  attendance. 

Total  expenditures  for  the  1893  schools  was  $8,360.22.  Average 
salary  of  white  teachers  per  month  was,  male,  $26.85;  female,  $21.88; 
average  for  colored  male  teachers  was  $25.56  per  month  and  for 
colored  female  teachers,  $20.35.  A  breakdown  by  age  groups  shows 
that  after  12  or  13  years  of  age,  the  number  of  pupils  declined  sharply, 
indicating  that  many  were  dropping  out  of  school  at  a  relatively  early 
age.  This  trend  continued  until  after  the  compulsory  attendance  law 
was  adopted.  More  pupils  were  enrolled  in  mathematics  classes  than 
in  any  other  one  subject,  as  shown  by  the  number  studying  the  various 
subjects:  arithmetic,  1,577;  geography,  762;  English  grammar,  505; 
physiology  and  hygiene,  258;  North  Carolina  history,  231;  and  United 
States  history,  202.  No  figures  were  given  for  reading,  writing  and 
spelling,  but  presumably  those  subjects  were  taught  in  all  primary  and 
elementary  grades.  Average  value  of  the  44  white  frame  school 
buildings  was  less  than  $100,  as  aggregate  value  was  only  $4,270.09, 
according  to  the  report.  The  26  buildings  for  colored  were  worth 
almost  as  much  as  the  44  for  whites,  the  aggregate  being  $3,353.10,  or 
an  average  of  $127.97. 

The  1902  report  of  State  Superintendent  J.  Y.  Joyner  records  some 
differences  from  the  1893  report.  The  value  of  school  property  in  the  49 
white  districts  was  estimated  up  to  $10,000,  or  an  average  of  slightly 
less  than  $205  each;  while  the  estimated  value  of  all  colored  school 
property  in  32  districts  was  $3,800,  or  slightly  below  $119  each.  All 
buildings  were  of  frame  construction.  Even  at  that,  Martin  was  in 
better  shape  than  many  other  counties.  In  the  state  as  a  whole  in  1902 
there  were  only  34  brick  schoolhouses,  6,515  others  being  of  frame 
construction  and  829  were  log  structures.  Caswell  had  48  log  buildings, 
23  white  and  25  colored.  Iredell,  generally  considered  one  of  the  larger 
and  richer  counties,  had  36  log  schoolhouses  then,  17  white  and  19 
colored. 

Costs  were  ridiculously  low  in  1902,  compared  with  today's  stan- 
dards. Total  amount  for  operating  81  Martin  schools  then  was 
$10,677.82;  average  monthly  salary  for  white  teachers  was  $27,  slightly 
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higher  than  the  $26.78  average  for  the  state,  but  well  below  the  national 
average  of  $48.  Average  salary  for  colored  teachers  was  also  $27,  well 
above  the  $22.19  state  average,  no  national  average  being  cited. 
Average  expenditure  per  pupil  enrolled  was  $2.19,  against  a  state 
average  of  $3.17  and  national  average  of  $20.39,  giving  some  idea  of  the 
lag  behind  other  counties  and  states  at  that  time.  The  school  census 
that  year  shows  2,839  whites  between  6  and  21  years  of  age  in  the 
county,  2,520  of  which  were  enrolled  in  school,  and  1,295  in  average 
daily  attendance.  This  was  a  dozen  or  more  years  before  the  com- 
pulsory attendance  law  was  enacted.  Average  length  of  term  in  the 
county  was  90  days  for  whites,  while  it  was  82.4  in  the  state;  for 
colored,  the  term  was  80  days  in  Martin  and  76.15  in  the  state.  The 
average  length  of  term  in  the  nation  then  was  145  days,  well  ahead  of 
both  the  county  and  state. 

The  county  was  rather  slow  in  getting  involved  with  high  school  work 
in  its  public  school  system.  In  1912,  a  newspaper  report  showed  there 
were  only  23  high-school  students  in  the  entire  county.  In  1914,  ac- 
cording to  the  same  source,  only  two  schools  in  the  county— 
Williamston  and  Robersonville— were  offering  high-school  work,  and 
that  mostly  by  the  aid  of  local  district  taxes.  By  1923,  the  number 
attending  white  high  schools  had  increased  to  283,  with  400  being 
reached  three  years  later,  in  1926.  Not  only  did  teachers'  salaries  more 
than  double  during  the  period  of  World  War  I,  but  the  school  term  also 
increased  to  six  months,  and  the  enrollment  and  average  daily  at- 
tendance likewise  nearly  doubled. 
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CHAPTER  XXII 


CONSOLIDATION  OF  SCHOOLS 
Consolidation  became  a  major  theme  of  public  education  in  Martin 
County  just  after  the  turn  of  the  century.  The  county  had  80  schools  in 
operation  during  the  school  term  which  ended  in  1902,  49  white  and  31 
colored,  probably  the  maximum  number  of  separate  common  schools 
in  operation  at  any  one  time.  Consolidation  presented  plenty  of 
problems  then.  Roads  were  poor  and  there  was  no  provision  for 
transportation  of  the  pupils.  Actually,  consolidation  of  a  sort  had  taken 
place  as  early  as  1893,  when  the  colored  school  at  Dymond  City,  No.  24, 
was  discontinued  due  to  the  dwindling  population  there,  and  the  few 
remaining  pupils  were  assigned  to  Jamesville,  to  get  to  school  as  best 
they  could. 

Several  schools  were  discontinued  or  consolidated  during  the  very 
early  1900's,  among  them  Sherrod's  No.  37,  with  no  mention  being 
made  of  reassignment  of  pupils;  Roebuck's  No.  35,  consolidated  with 
Cross  Roads  and  Leggett's  Schools  ;  Eborn's  No.  47  and  Maple  Swamp 
No.  50  in  1905,  the  former  with  Gold  Point  and  the  latter  with 
Whichard's  and  Oak  City;  and  Mobley's  No.  49  in  1906,  with 
Jamesville. 

Despite  transportation  problems  connected  with  consolidating 
schools  in  the  early  1900's,  county  education  authorities  had  a  staunch 
ally  in  the  person  of  Dr.  J.  Y.  Joyner,  who  became  state  superintendent 
of  public  instruction  in  1902.  He  was  a  strong  advocate  of  con- 
solidation, provided  pupils  lived  within  three  miles  of  their  schools,  to 
which  he  felt  they  should  walk. 

Not  everybody  agreed  with  the  idea  of  consolidation;  in  fact,  very 
few  of  those  whose  schools  were  to  be  eliminated  believed  in  it.  Even 
after  transportation  became  easier  and  was  provided  without  cost,  and 
at  little  inconvenience  to  pupils  and  patrons,  proposals  to  close  some 
schools  became  the  cause  of  the  most  bitter  controversies  in  the  entire 
history  of  the  public  school  system.  As  a  general  rule,  schools  had 
become  the  focal  point  of  local  pride,  as  well  as  the  social  centers  of  the 
localities  where  they  were  established,  and  to  even  suggest  closing  one 
of  them  meant  an  entire  community  would  rise  up  and  fight  to  the 
bitter  end  for  retention  of  its  school,  regardless  of  the  merits  of  the 
proposal  or  quality  of  education  afforded.  A  number  of  controversies 
were  carried  into  the  courts  and  some  injunctions  were  obtained. 
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However,  school  officials  usually  had  the  law— as  well  as  logic  and  the 
evidence— on  their  side,  and  while  they  lost  a  few  battles,  they  usually 
managed  to  win  the  wars. 

Abolition  of  the  one- teacher  schools  was  a  rather  slow  and  laborious 
process.  Although  some  small  schools  had  been  abolished  earlier,  the 
movement  may  be  said  to  have  really  started  in  1916,  when  Riddick's 
No.  6  (also  known  as  Hopkins)  was  consolidated  with  Ward's  No.  32 
and  renamed  Sandy  Ridge  No.  6.  This  was  also  the  first  to  provide 
transportation  for  pupils  affected  by  the  consolidation,  George  W. 
Coltrain  contracting  with  the  local  board  to  haul  about  20  students 
three  miles  in  a  covered  wagon.  From  that  time  on,  people  in  other 
communities  interested  themselves  in  securing  aid  from  the  state  and 
by  voting  special  district  taxes  to  merge  some  of  the  many  one-teacher 
schools  scattered  throughout  the  county.  While  consolidating  the 
schools  did  not  solve  all  of  the  problems,  it  was  recognized  generally  as 
a  forward  step  in  education. 

On  July  3,  1919,  the  county  board  of  education  made  it  official  by 
adopting  a  resolution  declaring  it  to  be  the  established  policy  to  con- 
solidate one-teacher  schools  in  the  county.  At  the  same  meeting, 
Waldo  School  No.  43  was  ordered  discontinued,  and  the  Outterbridge 
School  was  ordered  consolidated  with  the  Dardens  District.  Next  to  be 
merged  were  Brooksville  and  Hurst  Schools  on  July  6,  1920.  A  large 
three-room  building  was  ordered  built  near  the  Jack  Mills  home  in 
Poplar  Point  Township  for  the  new  school. 

The  following  year,  1921,  was  a  banner  year  for  "making  big  ones  out 
of  little  ones."  Four  schools  were  consolidated  in  Goose  Nest  Township 
to  form  the  new  Oak  City  District,  people  in  the  district  also  voting  to 
issue  $25,000  in  bonds  for  construction  of  a  brick  building,  to  be  erected 
in  the  manner  "that  shall  be  wisest  and  cheapest,"  according  to  the 
minutes.  The  four  schools  consolidated  to  form  the  new  district  were 
Goose  Nest,  Bowers,  Whichard's  and  Jones.  Maple  Grove,  also  in  that 
township,  had  been  discontinued  in  1905,  and  its  pupils  were  assigned 
then  to  Goose  Nest  and  Whichard's.  Also  in  1921,  the  state  building 
fund  contributed  $6,000  for  the  construction  of  Farm  Life  School,  a  new 
district  formed  by  consolidation  of  the  Getsinger,  Hardison's  and 
Corey's  schools  in  Griffins  Township.  The  building  there  was  of  brick 
and  included  six  rooms  and  an  auditorium. 

Consolidation  of  all  the  white  schools  in  Goose  Nest  Township  at  Oak 
City  in  1921  marked  the  first  wholesale  undertaking  of  that  kind  in  the 
county.  In  the  fall  of  1922  bus  transportation  for  pupils  was  started  in 
that  school  district,  marking  another  county  first.  The  advent  of  buses 
made  merging  of  the  schools  more  feasible,  and  by  1927,  the  white 
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schools  in  two  more  townships,  Williamston  and  Bear  Grass,  had  been 
consolidated. 

A  new  state  school  commission  was  formed  in  1931  and  given  power 
to  enforce  consolidation  of  smaller  units,  speeding  up  the  process  in 
this  county.  Four  white  schools  in  Jamesville  Township  were  con- 
solidated with  the  one  at  Jamesville;  and  two  in  Williams  Township, 
Burroughs  and  Sandy  Ridge,  were  joined  with  the  school  at 
Williamston.  Then  came  the  consolidation  of  the  Cross  Roads  and 
Spring  Green  white  schools  with  Everetts,  and  the  Smith  School  was 
consolidated  with  Robersonville. 

State-Supported  Minimum  Term 

The  1933  General  Assembly  was  a  historic  one  in  many  respects.  Not 
only  did  it  provide  the  entire  minimum  cost  of  operating  all  schools 
in  the  state  for  a  term  of  eight  months,  but  it  made  a  number  of 
regulations  related  to  centralizing  the  school  systems  for  economic 
reasons.  One  of  the  regulations  provided  for  smaller  schools  to  be  set 
up  in  districts  centered  by  high  schools. 

In  accordance  with  the  new  law,  Martin  County  was  divided  into  six 
school  districts.  Williamston  was  designated  No.  1,  and  when  the 
Woolard  School  at  Macedonia  was  added  to  the  Williamston  School,  the 
consolidation  program  for  white  schools  in  that  district  was  com- 
pleted. At  the  same  time  the  board  consolidated  the  Parmele  School 
with  Robersonville,  and  District  No.  2  was  set  up,  Robersonville  serv- 
ing as  the  central  unit,  and  Everetts  and  Gold  Point  as  elementary 
schools. 

Schools  in  Goose  Nest  Township  had  been  consolidated  with  Oak  City 
as  their  center  in  1923,  and  this  became  District  No.  3  in  1933,  with  the 
addition  of  Hassell  and  Hamilton  as  elementary  schools.  Following  a 
decrease  in  number  of  pupils  and  teachers,  citizens  of  the  Dardens 
community  asked  that  the  school  there  be  discontinued  and  the 
students  be  transported  to  Jamesville.  This  completed  consolidation 
in  that  area  and  it  became  District  No.  4.  By  agreement  of  the  people, 
the  Griffins  and  Lilley's  Hall  schools  in  Griffins  Township  were  con- 
solidated with  Farm  Life,  and  this  became  District  No.  5.  When  the 
new  school  building  at  Bear  Grass  was  constructed  in  1927,  con- 
solidation of  schools  in  that  community  was  completed,  and  in  1933  the 
district  was  designated  No.  6  in  the  county  system. 

Consolidation  of  the  colored  schools  in  the  county  proceeded  at  a 
slower  pace  and  covered  a  more  extended  period  of  time.  Their 
history  of  centralization  is  not  as  complete  and  detailed  as  was  the 
case  with  the  white  schools,  but  some  of  the  more  important  mergers 
and  dates  are  included  in  the  resume  which  follows. 
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First,  of  course,  was  discontinuance  of  the  Dymond  City  School  No. 
24  in  1893,  due  to  dwindling  population.  The  remaining  pupils  then 
were  assigned  to  Jamesville,  and  the  district  number,  24,  was  assigned 
to  Hyman's  School  in  Hamilton  Township.  Page's  School  No.  14  was 
abolished  in  1905,  and  its  pupils  were  assigned  to  Robersonville  and 
Parmele  schools.  In  1907,  Gardner's  Creek  School  No.  25  was 
abolished,  and  its  pupils  were  assigned  to  Jamesville.  Burrough's 
School  No.  9,  located  in  Williamston  Township,  was  consolidated  with 
Spring  Hill  in  1923,  and  renamed  Burrough's-Spring  Hill  Colored 
School. 

The  year  1935  was  a  big  one  for  consolidation  of  colored  schools. 
Bowers  No.  17  was  abolished  and  its  pupils  were  assigned  to  Oak  City; 
Whichard's  No.  20  was  joined  with  James  No.  32  and  renamed 
Whichard's-James  School,  located  in  Goose  Nest  Township;  and 
Williams  Upper  No.  31  was  consolidated  with  Jones,  pupils  of  both 
later  being  sent  to  other  schools  in  the  Hamilton-Oak  City  area. 

Sometime  in  the  early  1930 's  Piney  Woods  No.  22  was  consolidated 
with  Williams  Lower  School.  Coming  on  up  into  later  years,  Poplar 
Point  No.  6  was  consolidated  in  1946  with  North  Everetts.  Two  con- 
solidations were  effected  in  1952,  Smithwicks  Creek  No.  4  with  the  E.  J. 
Hayes  School  in  Williamston  and  Jones  No.  21  with  the  West  Martin 
School  at  Oak  City.  The  following  year,  1953,  there  were  three  con- 
solidations reported:  Free  Union  No.  1  with  Jamesville,  Gray's  Upper 
No.  15  with  East  End  School  in  Robersonville  and  Parmele  No.  30  with 
East  End  in  Robersonville.  The  year  1960  saw  two  consolidations,  one 
of  them  a  major  one  affecting  several  schools,  following  completion  of 
the  brick  building  for  Rodgers  School  in  Bear  Grass  Township.  Cross 
Roads  No.  10  was  merged  with  North  Everetts  in  Cross  Roads 
Township,  the  latter  school  also  moving  into  a  new  brick  building  that 
year.  The  major  consolidation  took  place  at  the  new  Rodgers  School, 
involving  students  in  three  townships,  Williams  Lower  No.  3  of 
Williams  Township,  Biggs  No.  12  and  Burroughs-Spring  Hill  No.  26  of 
Williamston  Township,  and  Woolard's  No.  11  of  Bear  Grass  Township. 
Salsbury  No.  18  of  Hamilton  Township  was  consolidated  with  Oak  City 
in  1965. 

The  consolidation  program  necessarily  involved  the  construction  of 
new  and  larger  school  buildings  throughout  the  county,  which  required 
that  money  be  borrowed,  grants  be  secured  or  bonds  be  issued  to  pay 
for  the  projects.  The  20  years  between  1920  and  1940  saw  about  as 
much  building  and  about  as  many  different  loans  and  bond  issues  as 
any  similar  period  in  the  history  of  the  county  school  system.  It  is 
certain  that  larger  amounts  have  been  expended  over  like  periods,  but 
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it  is  extremely  doubtful  that  more  real  value  has  been  received  or 
more  students  affected  than  during  this  span. 

Local  districts  issued  most  of  the  bonds  or  arranged  for  loans  to 
construct  buildings  during  the  decade  from  1920  to  1930,  following  votes 
of  the  people  authorizing  the  bonds  and  levying  of  special  district  taxes 
to  pay  the  interest  and  eventual  retirement.  There  were  but  two  issues 
of  school  bonds  outstanding  prior  to  1922,  both  being  obligations  of  the 
Williamston  Graded  School  District.  The  first  was  issued  in  1903  for 
$5,000  to  pay  for  enlarging  the  old  Williamston  Academy  building  after 
it  had  been  bought  by  the  graded  school  trustees.  Then,  in  1917,  $25,000 
in  bonds  were  issued  to  construct,  on  the  old  academy  lot,  the  brick 
building  now  known  as  Church  Street  Primary  School.  Williamston 
operated  as  a  special  chartered  school  district  under  terms  of  an  act  of 
the  1903  legislature  from  that  time  until  it  returned  to  the  county 
system  in  June,  1925.  Robersonville  also  was  a  special  chartered 
district  for  about  the  same  period  of  time,  being  chartered  in  1905  and 
returning  to  the  county  system  in  1925.  John  D.  Everett,  a  native  of  the 
county,  was  principal  of  the  school  when  it  was  chartered  in  1905. 

In  a  three-year  period,  between  1922  and  1925,  six  local  districts  in 
the  county  voted  to  issue  bonds  for  new  buildings,  all  brick,  the 
amounts  ranging  from  $20,000  to  $40,000.  Oak  City  and  Jamesville  led 
off  the  parade  in  1922,  voting  $25,000  in  bonds  each.  Robersonville 
voted  $40,000  for  the  same  purpose  in  1923;  and  also  in  that  year 
Hamilton  and  Everetts  voted  to  issue  $20,000  each  for  new  buildings. 
Bear  Grass  citizens  waited  around  until  1924  before  approving  the 
issue  of  $25,000  for  their  brick  school.  All  of  these  were  obligations  of 
the  local  districts,  but  the  county  was  eventually  to  take  over  the 
responsibility  for  paying  them  off,  after  the  state  assumed  respon- 
sibility for  basic  operating  costs  of  all  schools  for  the  eight-months 
term. 

The  county  itself  issued  $100,000  in  refunding  bonds  in  1923,  most  of 
that  money  having  been  spent  in  prior  years  for  construction  and 
improving  school  buildings  throughout  the  county  and  making  the 
transition  from  a  four  to  six  months  term  each  year.  In  1925  the  county 
borrowed  $10,000  from  the  State  Literary  Fund  to  pay  for  repairs  and 
renovation  of  the  Williamston  Graded  School  building,  the  district 
having  returned  to  the  county  system  that  year.  The  county  borrowed 
another  $20,000  from  the  literary  fund  in  1925  to  pay  for  enlarging  and 
improving  various  colored  schools  in  the  county.  The  next  big 
borrowing  year  was  in  1928,  when  the  county  obtained  $29,000  more 
from  the  literary  fund  to  construct  the  new  E.  J.  Hayes  School  in 
Williamston,  the  old  colored  school  having  been  burned  several  years 
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earlier.  The  same  year  the  county  issued  $100,000  in  bonds  to  pay  for 
two  new  high  school  buildings,  almost  exactly  alike,  in  Williamston 
and  Robersonville;  and  the  following  year  it  was  forced  to  go  to  the 
literary  fund  again  for  $30,000  to  finish  work  on  the  two  high  school 
buildings. 

During  this  period— from  1922  through  1929— the  county  and  its 
various  school  districts  had  gone  into  debt  to  the  tune  of  $444,000, 
mostly  for  new  school  buildings.  It  should  be  remembered  also  that 
this  took  place  about  the  same  time  the  county  was  becoming  involved 
in  its  heaviest  road-building  expenditures,  during  which  some  $625,000 
road  and  bridge  bonds  were  being  issued.  The  county  had  gone  from 
one  with  about  the  lowest  bonded  debt  in  the  state  to  one  with  about 
the  highest  in  the  period  of  a  little  more  than  ten  years.  It  was 
through  borrowing  money  to  build  roads,  but  it  still  had  a  long  way  to 
go  in  capital  outlay  for  schools.  Some  of  the  county's  biggest  bargains 
in  school  construction  were  to  come  during  the  days  of  the  Public 
Works  Administration,  Civil  Works  Administration,  and  Works 
Progress  Administration,  depression-recovery  agencies  which  were 
active  from  the  middle  thirties  until  just  before  the  start  of  World  War 
II. 

In  1935  the  county  secured  an  outright  grant  of  $52,000  and  issued 
bonds  for  another  $52,000  through  the  PWA  for  five  projects,  including 
work  on  the  Jamesville  High  School  building,  East  End  School  at 
Robersonville,  primary  school  at  Oak  City,  first-grade  classrooms  at 
Church  Street  School,  Williamston,  and  an  addition  at  Farm  Life. 
Then  in  1939  the  county  borrowed  $16,000  from  the  literary  fund  for  an 
addition  at  E.  J.  Hayes  School  in  Williamston  and  a  teacherage  at 
Robersonville.  With  some  help  from  the  WPA  and  labor  provided  by 
the  districts  affected,  the  county  borrowed  $5,000  from  the  literary 
fund  in  1941  for  construction  of  gymnasiums  at  Farm  Life  and  Bear 
Grass  and  completion  of  work  on  a  vocational  building  at  Oak  City. 
First  gymnasium  built  in  the  county  was  the  one  in  Williamston,  which 
was  largely  financed  by  the  Civil  Works  Administration  in  1934. 
Materials  came  mostly  from  the  old  Carstarphen  store  building,  labor 
was  provided  by  the  CWA,  and  the  remaining  needed  funds  were 
raised  by  public  subscription.  Total  cost  of  the  project  was  estimated 
around  $8,000,  including  labor  and  materials,  and  practically  all  of  that 
was  provided  by  the  CWA.  The  building  was  torn  down  in  the  1960's. 

The  county's  largest  bond  issue  for  gymnasiums  was  suggested  in 
1954  and  approved  at  a  special  election  held  February  5,  1955  by  a 
county-wide  vote  of  914  for  and  only  140  against.  This  provided  for  new 
gymnasiums  in  Jamesville,  Bear  Grass,  Oak  City  and  Williamston  and 


286 


additions  to  existing  gymnasiums  at  Robersonville  and  E.  J.  Hayes 
School  in  Williamston.  In  1959  the  county  borrowed  $106,000  from  the 
literary  fund  for  additions,  repairs  and  renovations  at  a  number  of 
schools. 

Thus  it  can  be  seen  that  during  the  period  of  greatest  expansion  of 
the  county  public  school  system,  from  1903  through  1959,  the  county 
had  issued  a  total  of  $687,000  in  bonds  and  borrowed  an  additional 
$216,000  from  the  state  literary  fund  for  capital  improvements.  The 
literary  fund  was  set  up  by  the  state  to  enable  local  units  to  borrow 
money  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest  and  for  shorter  terms  than  would  be 
the  case  with  bond  issues  or  other  means  of  financing  major  outlays. 
All  of  the  county's  school  indebtedness  created  up  to  1972  has  been  paid 
off.  In  addition  to  borrowings  by  the  county  and  local  districts,  the 
county  school  system  also  has  been  benefitted  by  several  state-wide 
bond  issues  for  capital  improvements,  allocated  on  the  basis  of  school 
census  and  other  factors. 
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CHAPTER  XXffl 


COMING  UP  TO  THE  PRESENT 

The  most  complete  plan  for  reorganizing,  improving  and  modern- 
izing the  entire  system  of  public  school  plants  in  Martin  County  was 
approved  in  a  county -wide  special  election  on  July  11, 1972,  on  issuance 
of  $4,500,000  in  bonds  to  be  used  with  funds  available  in  completing  the 
projects  included  in  the  plan.  Since  the  program  was  approved, 
contracts  aggregating  $5,430,008  have  been  let  for  the  projects,  one  of 
which  was  completed  and  occupied  in  May,  1974,  with  several  more 
nearing  completion  and  work  progressing  on  several  others  at  that 
time.  This  figure  does  not  include  the  cost  of  the  land  involved  in 
several  new  sites.  Similar  plans  had  been  defeated  in  three  previous 
special  elections;  by  323  votes  in  1965,  by  632  votes  in  1967,  and  by  888 
votes  in  1969.  The  1972  election  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  2,719  for  and 
1,173  against,  a  majority  of  1,546,  or  nearly  two  to  one. 

The  ambitious  program  included  four  completely  new  plants  at  new 
sites;  new  buildings,  additions,  renovation,  additional  land,  im- 
provements and  site  development  at  a  number  of  present  schools. 
Several  buildings  and  sites  presently  in  use  are  to  be  disposed  of  when 
the  program  is  completed.  Two  completely  new  high  school  plants  are 
included  in  the  proposed  projects :  Williamston  High  School,  about  one 
mile  southwest  of  Williamston;  and  Robersonville-Oak  City  High 
School,  located  between  Robersonville  and  Gold  Point.  New 
elementary  plants  were  proposed  for  Jamesville,  18  classrooms;  and 
Williamston,  24  classrooms.  Also  in  the  original  program  were  a  14- 
classroom  building  and  site  development  project  at  East  End  School  in 
Robersonville;  renovation,  additional  land,  occupational  space,  etc., 
at  Bear  Grass  ;  a  site  development  project  at  Rodgers  School  in  Bear 
Grass  Township;  cafeteria  improvement  at  West  Martin  School,  Oak 
City;  and  campus  equipment,  improvements  and  additions  at  Edna 
Andrews  School  in  Hamilton. 

The  East  End  School  additions  were  completed  and  occupied  in  early 
May,  1974,  the  contract  price  being  $432,000.  Nearing  completion  in  the 
summer  of  1974  were  the  Williamston  High  School  plant,  located  less 
than  a  mile  southwest  of  the  Williamston  city  limits,  at  a  contract  price 
of  $2,175,000;  and  the  Jamesville  Elementary  School,  at  a  contract 
price  of  $943,000.  Projects  on  which  work  was  getting  underway  in  the 
summer  of  1974  were  Robersonville-Oak  City  High  School  plant, 
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located  between  Robersonville  and  Gold  Point,  contract  price  for 
which  is  $2,775,000;  Williamston  Primary  School,  in  West  End, 
Williamston,  at  a  contract  price  of  $977,518;  renovations  at  Bear  Grass 
and  West  Martin  Schools,  contract  price  $42,000;  and  site  im- 
provements and  campus  equipment  additions  at  Rodgers  and  Edna 
Andrews  schools,  contract  price,  $43,000. 

The  present  system  of  public  education,  basic  operational  costs  of 
which  are  borne  entirely  by  the  state,  is  an  outgrowth  of  the  depression 
years  of  the  early  1930's,  when  ad  valorem  taxes  levied  by  counties  and 
districts  for  operation  of  the  schools  had  created  a  situation  which 
bordered  on  chaos.  Many  counties  and  districts  were  then  in  default  on 
their  bond  and  interest  payments,  teachers  were  unpaid  in  many  in- 
stances, and  some  of  the  schools  were  closing  due  to  inability  to  collect 
taxes.  The  Martin  County  system  lost  16  teachers  in  1931,  due  to  an 
order  of  state  authorities  requiring  a  higher  average  daily  attendance 
count  for  each  teacher  assigned,  coupled  with  a  sizable  loss  in  number 
of  pupils  caused  by  depressed  financial  conditions.  Many  parents 
simply  were  not  able  to  send  their  children  to  school,  and  a  large 
number  were  in  danger  of  losing  their  homes  and  farms  on  account  of 
their  unpaid  taxes  which  sonstituted  a  first  lien  on  all  their  property. 

Revolutionary  Step  in  Financing  Public  Education 
It  was  at  this  point  that  North  Carolina  took  a  revolutionary  step  in. 
the  method  of  financing  public  education,  in  1933  assuming  the  entire 
minimum  operational  costs  of  all  schools  for  an  eight-months  term, 
levying  a  3  per  cent  general  sales  tax  to  raise  the  money.  North 
Carolina  thus  became  the  first  and  still  is  the  only  state  to  have  a 
minimum  school  term— since  extended  to  nine  months— the  entire 
basic  cost  of  which  is  borne  by  the  state  itself.  County  and  local  units 
are  still  responsible  for  capital  outlay,  and  a  great  many  have  special 
taxes  for  teacher  supplements,  extra  courses,  athletic  programs  and 
the  like.  All  such  special  levies  have  been  voted  by  the  people  in  the 
areas  affected  since  1933,  local  taxes  in  effect  prior  to  that  time  having 
been  abolished  when  the  state  assumed  responsibility  for  basic 
operational  costs  of  the  entire  public  school  system. 

The  state  has  been  involved  in  numerous  other  major  actions  af- 
fecting public  schools  during  the  present  century,  increasingly  so  in 
more  recent  years.  Many  standards  affecting  the  curriculum, 
teaching  methods,  expansion  of  facilities,  operational  techniques  and 
employment  procedures  have  been  transmitted  to  the  local  level  by 
suggestions,  recommendations  and  directives  from  the  state  depart- 
ment, as  well  as  by  legislative  action.  Among  these  were  addition  of 
the  eleventh  grade  to  secondary  schools  about  1916-17  and  the  twelfth 
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grade  in  1941;  adoption  of  the  constitutional  six-months  school  term  in 
1921,  which  still  applies  today,  although  the  seventh  and  eighth  months 
were  added  by  statute  in  1933  and  the  ninth  month,  also  by  statute,  in 
1941 ;  the  change  in  teaching  method  of  reading  from  phonetics  to  flash- 
card  in  the  early  twenties;  reduction  of  the  teacher  load  on  several 
different  occasions;  and  numerous  increases  in  the  salary  schedule  for 
teachers  over  the  years,  although  the  level  is  still  below  the  national 
average. 

Other  milestones  were  addition  of  occupational  education  courses, 
including  vocational  agriculture,  home  economics,  distributive 
education,  commercial  departments,  trade  and  industrial  manual 
training  (now  known  as  industrial  arts),  driver  training;  free  text- 
books—first  for  elementary  grades  in  1937,  later  for  the  high  schools; 
the  school  lunch  program,  with  financial  help  for  those  who  need  it; 
certification  of  teachers;  retirement  program  for  teachers  and 
principals;  and  passage  of  a  number  of  state  bond  issues,  proceeds  of 
which  were  allocated  to  local  units  to  aid  in  construction  of  new 
buildings  and  facilities. 

When  the  state  assumed  responsibility  for  most  of  the  operational 
costs  of  secondary  education  in  1933,  the  high  school  program  in  this 
county  was  only  about  26  years  old.  Minutes  of  a  county  board  of 
education  meeting  on  May  22,  1907,  report  it  had  been  decided  to 
establish  high  schools  at  Williamston  and  Robersonville.  Williamston 
was  to  receive  pupils  from  classes  above  the  seventh  grade  free  of 
tuition  from  the  following  townships:  Jamesville,  Griffins,  Williams, 
Bear  Grass  and  Williamston;  Robersonville  was  to  have  pupils  from 
Hamilton,  Goose  Nest,  Poplar  Point,  Cross  Roads  and  Robersonville 
Townships  on  the  same  basis. 

High  Schools  have  since  been  operated  in  the  county  at  one  time  or 
another  for  white  students  in  Jamesville,  Farm  Life,  Bear  Grass, 
Williamston,  Everetts,  Robersonville  and  Oak  City;  and  for  colored 
pupils  in  Williamston,  Parmele,  Robersonville  and  Oak  City.  There 
was  no  colored  high  school  in  Robersonville  until  after  East  End  was 
built  in  the  early  1950's  and  the  one  at  Parmele  was  moved  there. 
Some  of  the  other  schools,  both  white  and  colored,  taught  a  few  high- 
school  subjects,  but  only  those  listed  above  were  generally  recognized 
as  high  schools.  Five  high  schools,  completely  integrated,  were  in 
operation  in  the  spring  of  1974,  at  Jamesville,  Williamston,  Bear 
Grass,  Robersonville  and  Oak  City.  Nine  primary  and  elementary 
schools  were  also  in  operation  then:  Jamesville  Township,  Farm  Life 
in  Griffins  Township,  Rodgers  in  Bear  Grass  Township,  Church  Street 
and  E.  J.  Hayes  in  Williamston,  North  Everetts  in  Cross  Roads 
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Township,  East  End  in  Robersonville,  Edna  Andrews  in  Hamilton  and 
West  Martin  at  Oak  City. 

The  board  of  education  and  county  commissioners  really  started 
something  when  they  authorized  the  people  of  Goose  Nest  Township  to 
hold  a  special  election  in  December,  1919,  on  issuance  of  $25,000  worth 
of  bonds  to  build  a  new  schoolhouse.  After  they  got  their  new  building, 
all  the  schools  in  the  township  were  consolidated,  necessitating  the 
purchase  of  several  buses — or  trucks,  as  they  were  then  called.  This 
not  only  marked  the  beginning  of  consolidation  on  a  large  scale,  but  it 
also  put  the  schools  into  the  transportation  field  for  the  first  time. 

Even  as  the  consolidation  program  progressed,  so  did  the  use  of 
buses.  From  those  first  two  or  three  in  use  during  the  early  twenties, 
the  total  kept  right  on  climbing,  reaching  an  all-time  peak  of  75  a  few 
years  back.  During  the  most  recent  school  year  for  which  statistics 
are  available,  the  county  system  had  73  buses,  one  van  and  one  wagon 
in  operation,  serving  a  grand  total  of  4,054  students.  That  it  is  a  big 
business  is  to  be  seen  in  the  fact  that  the  average  cost  for  operation  of 
the  buses,  including  mechanics'  labor,  is  $15,015  per  month,  and  the 
average  cost  per  pupil  per  month  is  $3.70.  Wages  of  the  drivers  alone, 
at  $2.07  per  hour,  now  amount  to  about  $8,100  per  month.  North 
Carolina  is  one  of  the  few  states  that  has  students  as  drivers  of  its 
school  buses,  all  graduates  of  the  driver  education  courses  offered  by 
the  schools  and  checked  out  by  the  Highway  Patrol.  Their  safety 
record  is  said  to  compare  favorably  with  any  state  using  adult  drivers. 
They  are  also  required  to  pass  special  road  tests  in  school-bus  driving 
by  a  representative  of  the  state  board  of  education.  Buses  in  this 
county  travel  about  52,059  miles  per  month,  each  averaging  about  6.2 
miles  per  gallon  of  gasoline. 

The  board  of  education  now  has  a  maintenance  shop  and  county 
garage  located  on  Prison  Camp  Road  near  Williamston.  The  trans- 
portation department,  with  five  employees,  is  responsible  for  upkeep 
and  repair  of  all  schools  buses  and  other  vehicles  used  in  the  schools. 
Buses  are  delivered  and  stored  at  the  county  garage  at  the  close  of 
each  school  term,  to  be  checked  and  overhauled,  if  necessary,  before 
the  start  of  the  succeeding  term.  The  maintenance  shop  crew  of  seven 
is  charged  with  upkeep  and  repair  of  buildings  and  equipment  at  all  the 
schools  in  the  county.  There  is  also  a  property  cost  clerk  to  keep 
records  on  all  school  property  and  equipment. 

With  the  consolidation  program  developing  speed  in  the  late  twenties 
and  succeeding  years,  transportation  problems  increased  in  direct 
proportion  to  the  number  of  buses  in  operation.  Relatively  few  roads 
were  paved  in  those  earlier  days,  and  almost  any  period  of  bad 
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weather  meant  the  schools  had  to  be  closed  until  the  buses  could 
resume  operation.  In  March,  1929,  the  Oak  City  school  was  closed  for  a 
week,  road  conditions  making  bus  operation  impossible.  In  January, 
1930,  hundreds  of  pupils  were  unable  to  get  to  school  on  account  of  bad 
roads;  and  an  item  in  the  Williamston  newspaper  on  February  4,  1936, 
said  all  of  the  schools  in  the  county  had  not  been  in  operation  on  the 
same  day  for  three  weeks  because  of  mad  conditions. 

A  climax  possibly  was  reached  in  February,  1940,  when  five  schools 
had  been  closed  for  several  days  and  reopening  was  said  to  be  in- 
definite, depending  entirely  on  the  rains  ceasing  to  give  the  roads  time 
to  dry  out.  Other  schools  had  closings  under  consideration,  and  the 
county  superintendent  said  it  was  possible  the  entire  county  system 
would  be  shut  down  if  conditions  did  not  improve.  A  major  step  to 
alleviate  these  conditions  came  in  mid-1949,  when  people  of  the  state 
voted  to  issue  $200,000,000  in  bonds  for  surfacing  of  farm-to-market 
rural  roads.  In  recent  years,  a  few  breaks  in  school  schedules  have 
been  caused  by  snow  and  ice,  but  rain  and  mud  are  no  longer  con- 
sidered a  hazard  to  school  transportation. 

From  its  earliest  beginnings  through  the  first  third  of  the  present 
century,  public  education  was  strictly  a  local  affair.  Practically  all 
taxes  levied  to  support  the  system  were  on  a  district  or  county  basis, 
and  local  people  had  complete  control  of  the  financing  as  well  as  the 
manner  and  method  of  conducting  the  schools.  As  the  state  and  federal 
governments  were  called  on  to  put  up  more  of  the  money  to  finance  the 
system,  they  also  began  to  assume  more  control  over  it.  The  state  just 
about  took  over  complete  control  in  1933,  when  it  became  responsible 
for  the  basic  operational  costs  of  the  eight-months  term;  and,  in  turn, 
the  state  became  increasingly  subject  to  federal  regulation  as  it  sought 
and  obtained  additional  funds  for  specific  needs  and  programs. 

This  process  reached  crisis  proportions  within  the  past  10  years  as  a 
result  of  federal  guidelines  requiring  integration  of  white  and  black 
public  schools.  The  most  controversial  of  all  changes  made  in  the 
public  school  system,  it  had  become  inevitable  following  the  U.  S. 
Supreme  Court  decision  of  1954  outlawing  the  "separate  but  equal 
facilities"  program  in  effect  prior  to  that  time.  The  prospect  of  in- 
tegration created  distrust  in  the  minds  of  both  black  and  white  school 
patrons;  whites  because  of  fears  of  lowering  the  quality  of  education; 
blacks  because  of  their  fear  of  inequality  in  administration  of  the  plan. 

The  county  board  of  education  first  adopted  the  pupil  assignment 
plan,  authorized  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  in  1955.  Resistance 
efforts  at  that  time  were  centered  on  provisions  in  the  so-called 
"Pearsall  Act,"  but  they  were  largely  negated  by  the  federal  Civil 
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Rights  Act  of  1956;  and  in  1965  the  county  board  of  education  provided 
for  initial  integration  locally  by  approving  applications  of  22  blacks  to 
attend  previously  all-white  schools.  However,  only  18  were  actually 
enrolled  that  term,  two  moving  away  before  school  began  and  two 
others  failing  to  report  to  the  schools  to  which  they  had  been  assigned. 
The  county's  total  integration  plan  was  adopted  by  the  board  of  edu- 
cation on  February  16,  1969,  and  that  program  was  actually  put  into 
effect  with  the  start  of  the  1970-71  term.  Despite  opposition  and 
resistance,  adjustment  to  the  changes  has  continued  to  make  progress 
in  succeeding  years. 

There  is  hardly  any  basis  for  comparison  of  public  schools  of  the 
present  with  those  in  the  early  days  of  the  county's  history.  This  ap- 
plies to  number  served,  facilities  and  the  overall  cost.  For  one  thing, 
few  statistics  are  available  for  those  first  schools,  and  there  are 
questions.  About  what  is  included  in  the  figures  that  have  been  ob- 
tained. For  example,  the  county  allocation  of  funds  per  person  of 
school  age  (6  to  21  years)  was  $1.13  in  1885,  first  year  for  which  such 
figures  are  available.  However,  it  is  regarded  as  almost  certain  that 
volunteer  help  or  local  funds  were  added  to  this  allocation  for 
operation  of  the  61  schools  then  in  existence.  There  are  no  statistics  on 
school  enrollment  or  membership  that  year,  only  the  school  census. 

There  are  more  people  attending  Martin  County  schools  at  present 
than  there  were  people  in  the  county  in  the  early  part  of  the  19th  cen- 
tury—daily membership  in  public  schools  for  the  1972-73  term  being 
6,292,  compared  with  a  total  population,  including  slaves,  of  5,097  in 
1810.  There  is  an  even  wider  disparity  in  expenditures— $898.86  per 
pupil  in  1972-73,  compared  with  the  $1.13  per  pupil  allotment  by  the 
county  in  1885. 

In  the  spring  of  1974,  there  was  a  total  of  338  professional  educators 
employed  in  the  county  school  system.  This  included  327  teachers  and 
principals,  four  members  of  the  county-wide  supervisory  staff,  four 
members  of  the  county-wide  administrative  staff,  and  three  members 
of  the  administrative  staff  of  the  Elementary  and  Secondary 
Education  Act,  which  provides  a  number  of  programs  in  the  schools. 
Of  the  327  teachers  and  principals,  272  are  allotted  and  paid  by  the 
state,  21 V2  positions  are  provided  by  the  county,  12V2  by  the  local 
districts,  and  21  by  the  federal  government. 

The  first  county  public  schools  were  designed  to  teach  only  the 
rudiments  of  a  basic  education,  centering  on  the  three  R's— reading, 
'riting,  'rithmetic.  The  curriculum  of  the  present  is  far  more  complex, 
with  a  variety  of  social  studies,  languages,  occupational  programs  and 
training,  as  well  as  music  and  cultural  subjects  designed  to  provide  for 
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well-rounded  citizenship.  Recognition  is  now  being  given  to  the  tact 
that  a  relatively  small  proportion  of  public  school  students  plan  to 
attend  college,  and  efforts  are  being  made  to  provide  at  least  some 
occupational  training  to  better  fit  them  for  life  after  graduation.  Those 
who  do  not  go  to  college  are  also  encouraged  to  take  advantage  of  the 
wide  variety  of  technical  courses  and  training  available  on  the  local 
level  at  Martin  Technical  Institute. 

In  the  spring  of  1974  the  county  public  school  system  had  26  teachers 
in  the  field  of  occupational  education.  This  included  nine  teachers  of 
vocational  agriculture,  eight  home  economics  teachers,  three  trade 
and  industries  teachers,  two  distributive  education  teachers,  and  four 
middle-grade  occupational  teachers  for  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades 
in  the  E.  J.  Hayes  school  at  Williams  ton.  There  were  also  instructors 
for  bands  at  three  schools :  Band  I  with  29  students,  and  Band  II  with  70 
students  at  Williamston  High  School;  one  band  at  Robersonville  High 
School  with  45  students;  and  one  band  at  Oak  City  High  School  with  50 
students.  There  was  also  an  exceptional  children  allotment  of  eighteen 
teachers:  two  for  speech  and  hearing;  fourteen  for  the  educabie 
mentally  retarded;  and  two  for  the  trainable  mentally  handicapped. 

Unless  and  until  there  is  a  reversal  in  the  population  trend  in  Martin 
County,  the  peak  of  public-school  enrollment  and  membership  was 
reached  in  1960-1961.  Daily  membership  that  term  reached  a  total  of 
8,037,  of  which  6,184  were  in  the  elementary  grades  and  1,853  were  in 
high  school.  There  has  been  a  slow  but  steady  decline  since,  the  total 
for  the  1972-73  term  being  6,292  with  4,166  in  the  elementary  grades  and 
2,126  in  high  school.  The  trend  has  been  for  a  slight  increase  in  high 
school  membership,  while  that  in  the  elementary  grades  has  been 
downward.  One  of  the  reasons  for  increase  in  number  attending  high 
school  in  recent  years  has  been  due  to  a  decline  in  number  of  *  'drop- 
outs." 

From  a  high  of  81  public  schools  in  operation  during  the  term  ending 
in  1902  in  Martin  County,  the  number  dropped  to  15  in  1972-73,  with  a 
further  decline  anticipated  in  succeeding  years.  There  is  no 
enrollment  or  membership  record  for  the  1901-02  term,  but  the  school 
census  in  1901  showed  a  total  of  5,492  people  between  the  ages  of  6  and 
21  in  the  county  at  that  time.  The  fifteen  schools  in  operation  in  1972-73 
included  ten  classed  as  elementary,  three  as  high  schools,  and  two  with 
both  elementary  and  high  school  grades. 

Figures  on  membership  in  the  ten  elementary  schools  in  1972-73  were 
as  follows:  Church  Street,  Williamston,  554;  E.  J.  Hayes,  Williamston, 
955;  East  End,  Robersonville;  527;  Edna  Andrews,  Hamilton,  258; 
Farm  Life,  Griffins  Township,  174;  Jamesville  Township,  163;  North 
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Everetts,  143;  Robersonville  Primary,  238;  Rodgers,  Bear  Grass 
Township,  268;  and  West  Martin,  Oak  City,  468.  Membership  in  the  two 
schools  with  both  elementary  and  high  school  grades  follow:  Bear 
Grass,  175  high  school,  116  elementary,  291  total;  Jamesville,  302 
elementary,  234  high  school,  536  total.  Membership  in  three  high 
schools:  Oak  City,  375;  Robersonville,  518;  and  Williamston,  824. 

That  the  public  school  system  is  now  one  of  the  largest  business 
undertakings  in  the  county  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  it  employs  more 
than  350  people,  at  least  330  of  which  have  professional  status,  and  that 
its  operating  budget  for  the  1972-73  term  aggregated  $5,143,008.  A 
breakdown  of  the  sources  of  revenue  to  meet  this  budget  shows 
$2,857,581  came  from  the  state,  the  county's  share  was  $787,919,  local 
districts  came  up  with  $195,348,  the  federal  ESEA  Title  1  contribution 
was  $610,908,  federal  ESAP  $43,000,  and  other  state  and  federal  funds 
were  $643,252.  The  average  per  pupil  expenditure  was  $796.87,  almost 
$100  less  than  the  $895.86  for  1973-74. 

The  office  of  the  county  board  of  education  has  done  a  follow-up 
study  on  graduates  from  the  school  system  over  a  recent  five-year 
period  which  shows  more  than  half  of  them  went  to  college,  trade  or 
business  schools  afterwards  and  that  83  per  cent  of  them  were  either  in 
college,  trade  or  business  schools  or  gainfully  employed  a  year 
following  their  graduation.  There  were  2,086  graduates  in  1968,  1969, 
1970,  1971,  and  1972,  of  which  1,164,  or  56  per  cent,  went  on  to  attend 
junior  or  senior  college,  trade  or  business  schools,  and  583,  or  28  per 
cent,  were  gainfully  employed  within  a  year  after  their  graduation. 
The  best  year  was  1971,  when  there  were  more  than  451  graduates,  of 
which  262,  or  58  per  cent,  went  to  junior  or  senior  colleges  for  further 
education;  and  118,  or  26  per  cent,  were  gainfully  employed  within  a 
year  after  graduation. 

Possibly  the  objective  of  the  present  public-school  system  is  best  set 
forth  in  a  statement  issued  by  the  office  of  the  county  board  of 
education  in  December,  1972,  as  follows:  "The  mission  of  the  Martin 
County  schools  is  to  direct  students  through  those  learning  experiences 
which  will  insure  each  student  an  education  commensurate  with  his 
interest,  abilities  and  needs  to  enable  him  to  function  effectively  as  a 
productive  and  worth-while  citizen." 
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CHAPTER  XXIV 


RETURN  OF  THE  PRIVATE  ACADEMY 

Adoption  of  the  total  integration  plan  in  1969  spurred  attempts  to 
organize  a  private  school  in  Martin  County  which  had  been  under 
consideration  for  a  number  of  years  by  people  who  felt  educational 
standards  had  been  declining  in  the  public  schools  for  some  time.  It 
was  feared  the  new  plan  would  bring  about  further  deterioration  in 
effectiveness  of  the  public  educational  program. 

Thus  it  was  that  the  first  private  academy  for  Martin  County  since 
1903  was  opened  at  Everetts  on  Tuesday,  September  7,  1971,  with  Carl 
R.  Chewning  as  headmaster,  141  pupils  in  grades  one  through  eight, 
and  eight  teachers.  The  students  came  from  all  sections  of  the  county, 
transportation  problems  being  worked  out  by  patrons  on  a  cooperative 
basis  in  most  cases.  Some  of  the  pupils  had  been  enrolled  in  private 
schools  in  adjacent  counties  in  previous  years,  after  efforts  to  organize 
one  in  Martin  had  failed. 

Martin  Academy  was  incorporated  in  the  spring  of  1971,  first 
meeting  of  its  elected  trustees  having  been  held  in  Robersonville  on 
May  6  that  year.  Four  acres  of  land  were  then  bought  adjacent  to  the 
old  public  school  building  in  Everetts,  and  a  modern  steel  and 
masonry  structure  was  erected  and  made  ready  for  the  opening  in 
September.  Officers  and  members  of  the  first  board  of  trustees  were 
as  follows:  Aubrey  Harrell,  chairman;  Bobby  G.  Mobley,  vice 
chairman;  Mrs.  Thomas  S.  Gardner,  treasurer;  Mrs.  Jim  Walker, 
secretary;  Russell  Mann,  Johnny  Ross  and  W.  M.  Green. 

Several  classes  have  been  added  since  the  first  year  of  operation, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1974  there  were  136  students  enrolled,  the  courses 
taught  being  kindergarten  through  the  tenth  grade.  The  building  in- 
cludes nine  classrooms,  library,  lounge  and  equipment  room,  canteen 
and  administrative  offices.  Parents,  students  and  teachers  worked 
hard  on  Labor  Day,  1971,  to  get  the  school  ready  for  its  first  sessions, 
and  the  Tuesday  after  Labor  Day  has  been  designated  the  regular  date 
for  beginning  the  terms  since  that  time. 

Stockholders  of  the  school  at  Everetts  are  incorporated  as  the 
Martin  County  Educational  Corporation,  members  of  its  board  of 
trustees  being  as  follows:  Kenneth  Roberson,  chairman;  William  S. 
Johnson,  Clifton  Hollis,  Elwood  Chesson  and  Max  Burden.  Martin 
Academy,  Inc.,  is  the  operating  organization,  and  it  has  a  separate 
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board  of  trustees,  officers  and  members  including  Bobby  G.  Mobley, 
chairman;  Aubrey  Harrell,  vice  chairman;  Mrs.  Thomas  S.  Gardner, 
treasurer;  Mrs.  Clayton  Savage,  secretary;  Allen  Corey,  W.  M.  Green, 
Vernon  Hardee,  Mrs.  Alex  Latham,  Durward  Taylor  and  Lindsay 
Warren.  Henry  S.  Rogers  is  administrator  of  the  academy,  and  staff 
members  are  as  follows:  Mrs.  Bobby  G.  Mobley,  secretary- 
bookkeeper;  Mrs.  Kenneth  Roberson,  librarian;  Mrs.  Durward  Taylor 
and  Mrs.  Billy  Whitley,  music  teachers;  Mrs.  Lois  Williamson, 
teacher's  aid;  Mrs.  Joseph  Wynn  and  Mrs.  Wayne  Bowen,  custodians; 
Miss  Dannette  Wynn,  dietitian. 

Immediate  objectives  of  Martin  Academy  in  the  spring  of  1974  were 
listed  as  follows:  (1)  To  become  a  four-year  secondary  school  by 
1976;  (2)  To  become  an  accredited  school  by  the  state  and  southern 
associations;  (3)  To  build  a  gymnasium  and  four  additional 
classrooms;  (4)  To  offer  an  excellent  liberal  arts  education  for 
mainly  college-bound  students;  and  (5)  To  offer  a  limited  amount  of 
extra-curricular  activities,  including  sports,  art,  music  and  forensic 
programs. 

In  addition  to  the  136  pupils  enrolled  at  Martin  Academy  in  the  spring 
of  1974,  records  in  the  office  of  the  board  of  education  indicated  the 
following  number  of  county  students  were  enrolled  in  private  schools 
in  adjacent  counties:  Hobgood  Academy  in  Halifax  County,  99; 
Pamlico  Academy,  Beaufort  County,  12;  and  Roanoke  Academy, 
Bertie  County,  7.  This  makes  a  total  of  254  enrolled  in  private  schools 
in  the  immediate  section,  plus  an  undetermined  number  who  attend 
boarding  and  like  secondary  schools  in  other  sections. 
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CHAPTER  XXV 


MARTIN  TECHNICAL  INSTITUTE 

Starting  in  the  early  1960's,  county  people  began  realizing  the  in- 
creased necessity  for  industiral  education  or  vocational  training  for 
students  completing  their  high  school  work  who  were  not  planning  or 
were  unable  to  go  to  college.  Working  through  the  county  com- 
missioners, board  of  education  and  members  of  the  economic 
development  commission,  arrangements  were  completed  with  Pitt 
Technical  Institute  to  launch  an  extension  program  in  Martin  County, 
using  a  building  formerly  occupied  by  a  skating  rink  on  the  highway 
by-pass  near  the  Skewarkey  intersection  in  Williamston. 

James  C.  Manning,  superintendent  of  schools,  R.  W.  Bondurant, 
director  of  the  economic  development  commission  at  that  time,  and 
William  R.  Peel,  a  county  attorney,  were  designated  a  committee  to 
get  the  program  started.  Walter  A.  Andrews  of  Carolina  Beach  was 
employed  as  instructor;  and  on  October  14, 1963,  a  class  for  auto-truck 
mechanics  was  started  with  18  enrolled  and  facilities  for  two  more, 
added  later.  Other  courses  were  considered  about  two  weeks  later, 
among  them  high-school  equivalency,  tune-up  course  in  auto 
mechanics,  blue-print  reading,  mathematics  for  all  trades,  and 
several  business  administration  courses,  including  typing  I  and  II, 
shorthand  I  and  II,  and  bookeeping  I  and  II.  Some  of  the  latter  classes 
were  held  in  the  former  public  school  building  at  Everetts. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  term  in  1965,  the  program  for  vocational 
education  and  industrial  education  was  expanded  by  the  addition  of 
several  business  courses  and  a  class  in  masonry  and  bricklaying.  All 
of  these  were  conducted  at  the  old  Everetts  school  building  as  well  as  a 
number  of  evening  classes  in  short  extension  courses  on  various 
subjects. 

The  movement  to  secure  a  separate  and  independent  vocational 
educational  program  for  Martin  County  was  launched  in  1967,  after  it 
had  been  successfully  operated  as  a  subsidiary  of  Pitt  Technical  In- 
stitute for  about  four  years.  Creation  of  Martin  Technical  Institute 
was  made  possible  by  legislation  approved  by  the  1967  General 
Assembly.  The  institute  was  officially  established  in  September,  1967, 
as  a  "contractural  unit,"  and  a  $200,000  bond  issue  for  buildings  was 
approved  by  citizens  of  the  county  in  November,  the  vote  being  2,615 
for  and  1,952  against. 
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After  the  "contractural  unit"  was  approved  by  state  authorities  in 
September,  1967,  a  board  of  trustees  of  eight  members  was  appointed, 
four  by  the  county  commissioners  and  four  by  the  county  board  of 
education.  The  first  board  was  composed  of  the  following:  John 
Sledge  of  Oak  City,  Percy  A.  Price  and  Willie  Bunch  of  Willimston, 
Chapman  Hutchinson  (representing  the  Weyerhaeuser  interests)  of 
Plymouth,  all  appointed  by  the  county  commissioners;  A.  B.  Ayers  of 
Bear  Gass,  later  elected  chairman,  Mrs.  Charles  Wilson  of  Rober- 
sonville,  Manson  Council  of  Hassell,  and  H.  B.  Gaylord  of  Jamesville, 
all  appointed  by  the  board  of  education. 

The  trustees  selected,  with  approval  of  the  state  board  of  education, 
Dr.  E.  M.  Hunt  to  serve  the  institute  as  its  first  president,  a  position  in 
which  he  continues  to  the  present.  Administrative  headquarters  and 
classrooms  were  located  in  the  old  public  school  building  in  Everetts, 
which  served  as  temporary  quarters  until  the  new  building  was 
completed  and  occupied  in  1971.  After  appointment  of  an  ad- 
ministrative staff,  extension  courses  were  initiated  during  the  summer 
quarter  of  1968.  Curriculum  programs  in  vocational  and  technical 
areas  were  started  in  the  fall  quarter  of  1968. 

In  June,  1969,  the  county  voters  approved  authorizing  the  board  of 
commissioners  to  levy  a  special  tax  for  the  support  of  Martin 
Technical  Institute,  paving  the  way  for  the  institute  to  receive  an  in- 
dependent charter  on  July  1,  1969.  The  first  two  buildings  were  com- 
pleted in  June,  1971,  on  a  65-acre  tract  of  land  located  about  a  mile  west 
of  Williamston.  At  that  time  the  school  was  moved  from  its  temporary 
quarters  at  the  old  Everetts  public  school  building  into  the  new 
buildings.  These  buildings  contain  52,000  square  feet  of  floor  space  and 
include  modern  chemistry,  physics  and  biology  laboratories.  Cost  of 
construction  was  $750,000,  of  which  $350,000  were  provided  by  Martin 
County,  $300,000  came  from  vocational  education  funds  and  $100,000 
were  provided  by  the  Coastal  Plains  Regional  Commission. 

Another  bond  proposition,  this  one  for  $1,000,00,  was  approved  by 
county  voters  in  November,  1972,  proceeds  to  be  used  for  capital 
construction.  These  funds,  along  with  state  matching  funds,  were 
expected  to  complete  construction  needs  by  July,  1975.  The  campus 
will  then  consist  of  six  buildings  with  a  total  of  approximately  160,000 
square  feet.  Phase  II  of  the  building  program  is  set  for  completion  in 
1974.  It  consists  of  a  learning  devices  complex  to  house  the  library, 
learning  laboratory,  a  teaching  auditorium  and  electronic  system  to 
complement  the  development  program.  Phase  III  is  scheduled  for 
completion  by  July,  1975.  This  consists  of  a  two  classroom  shop  and 
laboratory  buildings  designed  to  accommodate  the  business  education, 
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several  vocational  or  technical  programs  and  a  college  transfer 
program. 

The  institute  was  fully  accredited  by  the  Southern  Association  of 
Colleges  and  Schools  on  December  9,  1972,  and  by  the  North  Carolina 
State  Board  of  Education  in  January,  1973.  Two  major  objectives  set 
up  five  years  ago  which  have  not  been  reached  are  completion  of  the 
building  program  and  attaining  the  status  of  a  fully  comprehensive 
community  college.  It  is  hoped  to  reach  both  these  objectives  and  have 
approximately  1,200  full-time  day  students  by  the  fall  of  1975.  This  will 
make  it  possible  for  county  students  who  wish  to  pursue  a  career  based 
on  academic  training  to  secure  two  full  years  of  college  education 
without  leaving  home. 

The  growth  pattern  for  full-time  or  curriculum  students  at  Martin 
Technical  Institute  is  reflected  in  the  following  enrollment  figures  at 
the  beginning  of  each  of  the  past  six  terms:  1968-69,  97  students;  1969- 
70, 128  students;  1970-71,  238  students;  1971-72,  286  students;  1972-73,  319 
students;  and  1973-74,  443  students.  The  projected  enrollment  for  the. 
1974-75  term  is  600  students.  The  present  rate  of  increase  is  expected  to 
continue  for  the  next  three  years,  as  new  opportunities  are  made 
available.  In  addition  to  the  increase  in  curriculum  students, 
enrollment  in  the  various  extension  programs  has  grown  from  a  few 
hundred  in  1968  to  several  thousand  during  the  most  recent  term. 

There  has  been  a  tremendous  growth  in  the  number  of  curriculum 
programs  over  the  past  six  years,  17  being  available  during  the  1973-74 
term,  nine  in  the  technical  field  and  eight  in  vocational  training.  The 
nine  technical  programs  offered  are:  Business  administration,  ar- 
chitectural drafting,  executive  secretary,  environmental  science 
technology,  general  office  technology,  general  education,  fish  and 
wildlife  technology  and  law  enforcement  technology.  The  eight 
vocational  training  courses  are:  auto  mechanics,  auto  body  repair- 
man, cosmetology,  electrical  maintenance,  carpentry,  developmental 
studies,  masonry  and  welding.  There  are  also  a  number  of  extension 
short  courses   available,   many   of   them   in   evening  classes. 
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Darden,  S.  M.,  28,  29. 

Darden,  T.  E.,  158. 

Dardens,  N.  C,  14,  29,  30,  31,  32, 

126,  218,  269,  283. 
Darlet,  Hannah,  79. 
Darlet,  William,  185,  190,  202. 
Darley,  T.  J.,  136. 
Darst,  Rt.  Rev.  T.  C,  D.  D.,  87, 

91. 

Dash,  Father,  Alan,  111. 
Davenport,  Elizabeth,  122. 
Davenport,  George,  123. 
Davenport,  Grady,  33. 
Davenport,  H.  S.,  31,  61,  63,  126, 
127. 

Davenport,  Mack,  32. 
Davenport,  Melvin,  104. 
Davenport,  Mrs.  Oscar,  iii,  23, 
41. 

Davenport,  T.  W.,  177. 
Davenport,  W.  C,  243. 
Davenport,  Rev.  W.  S.,  23. 
Davidson  College,  210. 
Davis,  A.  J.,  24. 
Davis,  Rev.  Cecil,  164. 
Davis  Chapel  (Disciples),  68. 
Davis,  Mrs.  Clyde,  22. 
Davis,  D.  R.,  32,  94. 
Davis,  D.  R.,  Jr.,  102. 
Davis,  Dennis  Wrighter,  24,  25, 
26 

Davis,  Durham,  185,  186,  202. 

Davis,  Rev.  D.  W.,  62,  125. 

Davis,  Rev.  Frank,  179. 

Davis,  F.  W.,  167. 

Davis,  G.  D.,  Sr.,  28,  40. 

Davis,  G.  G.,  Sr.,  31. 

Davis,  Hallet,  31. 

Davis,  H.  H.,  24. 

Davis,  H.  L.,  31. 

Davis,  Hosea,  21,  22,  23. 

Davis,  J.  F.,  142,  161. 

Davis,  J.  L.  G.,  171. 

Davis,  J.  T.,  61,  149. 

Davis,  Lester,  246. 

Davis,  L.  H.  32. 

Davis,  Martha  C,  32. 

Davis,  F.  E.,  263. 

Davis,  Polly,  171. 

Davis,  R  ,  24. 

Davis,  Robert,  119. 

Davis  School  District  No.  29,  263 

Davis,  Seth,  22. 

Davis,  S.  II.,  24. 

Davis,  Thomas,  171. 

Davis,  Rev.  T.  Y.,  118. 

Davis,  Vancy,  171. 


Davis,  W.  A.,  24,  25,  125,  127,  134, 
275. 

Davis,  Wayne,  125. 

Davis,  Whit,  171. 

Davis,  Winny,  171. 

Davis,  Wrighter,  24. 

Dawson,  Lecora,  180. 

Day,  President  (Yale  Univer- 
sity), 192. 

Daye,  Rev.  A.  L.,  116,  117. 

Deal,  Gregory,  64. 

Dean,  J.  T.,  194,  211. 

Decorum  (Primitive  Baptists), 
74. 

DeFord,  Professor,  206. 
Delaware,  2,  194,  211. 
Demoris,  Mary,  74. 
Dempsey,  Aleana,  171. 
Dempsey,  Anney,  171. 
Dempsey,  Bettie,  171. 
Dempsey,  Elizabeth,  171. 
Dennis,  William,  102. 
Deshields,  Z.  N.  162,  178. 
Detroit,  Mich.,  251. 
Dickens,  Jeny,  172. 
Dickey,  Rev.  C.  H.,  42,  97. 
Disciples  Church,  24,  30,  50,  54, 
161. 

Disciples'  State  Annual  Meeting 
(Bethel  Conference),  30. 

Disciples'  State  Convention 
Council,  55,  126. 

"Disorderly  faction"  (Smith- 
wick's  Creek),  47. 

Dixon,  Charlie,  145. 

Dixon,  G.  W.,  65. 

Dixon,  W.  B.,  64. 

"Do  All  I  Can  Club",  146. 

Dodd,  E.  D.,  85,  157. 

Dog  Branch,  120. 

Dolberry,  Columbus,  264. 

Dolberry,  John,  180,  264. 

Donovan,  G.  A.,  Casper,  144. 

Doub,  W.  B.,  85,  157. 

Doughterty,  Mrs.  James,  97. 

Dow,  Neal,  140. 

Dowdy,  Rankin,  106. 

Dow  ell,  Rev.  Clarence,  96. 

Dowell,  Rev.  G.  J.,  96,  128,  161. 

Downing,  Rev.  E.  W.,  66,  104. 

Downing,  Fanny,  171. 

Downing,  J   H.,  241. 

Downs,  Rev.  41. 

Downs,  Roscoe,  278. 

Diane,  Rev.  R.  B.,  D.  D.,  91. 

Duckett,  John,  209,  210,  211. 

Dudly,  Elizabeth,  77. 

Duggan,  Elizabeth,  77. 

Duggan,  Ernest,  145. 

Duggan,  James,  188. 

Duggan.  J.  L.,  185. 

Duggan,  J.  S.,  77. 

Duggan,  Sally  K.,  78,  79. 

Duggan,  Stanley,  73,  78,  79,  196. 

Duggan,  Swain,  77. 

Duggan's  Jack,  78. 

Duggans'  Primrose,  78. 

Dugger,  John,  146. 

Dugger,  Lula,  147,  148. 


Dugger-Rogerson  A. M  E.  Zion 
Methodist  Church,  147-148. 

Duggins,  Mark,  166. 

Duke  Archives,  48. 

Duke  Divinity  School,  136. 

Duke,  Richard,  97,  98. 

Duke,  Mrs.  Richard,  98. 

Duke  University  Library,  206. 

Dulin,  D.  H.,  67. 

Dunlap,  Rev.  Clarence,  167. 

Dunlow,  William,  105. 

Dunning,  Alice,  100. 

Dunning,  A.  R.,  141. 

Dunning,  Mrs.  A.  R.,  100,  101. 

Dunning,  Ellen,  165. 

Dunning,  Ina.  165. 

Dunning,  Rev.  W.  C,  164. 

Duval,  K.  G.,  23. 

Duvall,  Rev.,  85. 

Dymond  City,  N.  C,  15,  51,  209, 
218. 

Dymond  City  School  District  No. 
24,  218,  262,  281,  284. 
E. 

Earles,  R.  W.,  86. 

Early,  Rev.  Edmond,  121. 

Early,  Mrs.  Henry,  176. 

Early,  Lester,  176. 

Early  Religious  Leaders,  1-16. 

Early,  W.  W.,  180. 

Earnhardt,  Rev.  D.  L.,  22. 

Easley,  S.  C,  112. 

Eason,  Abram,  186. 

Eason,  Allen,  208. 

Eason,  J.  D.,  146. 

Eason,  Mills,  185. 

Eason,  Tart,  60. 

East  End  Elementary  School, 
Robersonville,  148  ,  264  ,  286. 

East  Carolina  Land  Im- 
provement Corporation,  177, 
180. 

"East  Union  Club,"  118. 

Eastern  Union,  74. 

Eastway   Christian  Church, 

Charlotte,  N.  C,  28. 
Ebenezer       A. ME.  Zion 

Methodist  Church,  165-166. 
Eborn,  Rev.  C.  E.,  121,  145. 
Eborn,  Cuff,  172. 
Eborn,  Ida,  123. 
Eborn,  Prince,  172. 
Eborn,  W.  C,  202. 
Eborn 's  School  District  No.  47, 

247,  281. 
Ebron,  Dempsey,  180. 
Ebron,  Major,  180. 
Edgecombe  County,  N  C,  8,  9, 

15,  38,  82,  214. 
Edgecombe  Precinct,  8. 
Edmond,  Rev  ,  08. 
Edmonds,  Robert,  161. 
Edmondson,  Mrs.  Beatrice  J., 

iii,  137,  141. 
Edmondson,  Elmer,  163. 
Edmondson,  Ernest,   162,  239, 

270,  271. 
Edmondson,  Mrs.  Ernest,  163. 
Edmondson,  J.  E.,  165. 
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Edmondson,  J.  J.,  241. 
Edmondson,  John,  247. 
Edmondson,  Levi,  163. 
Edmondson,  Levy,  172. 
Edmondson,  Linda,  165. 
Edmondson,  Mary  W.,  171. 
Edmondson,  Roy,  139. 
Edmondson,  Russell,  150. 
Edmondson,  Shad,  164. 
Edmondson,  Willie,  164. 
Edmondson,  W.  R.,  104  ,  236. 
Edmundson,  William  (Quaker), 
1. 

Education  (Martin  Co.),  182-300. 
Edwards,  A.  S.,  166. 
Edwards,  B.  M.,  177. 
Edwards,  Emmett,  226. 
Edwards'  Ferry,  5. 
Edwards,  Rev.  H.  A.,  97. 
Edwards,  Jack,  278. 
Edwards,  J.  H.,  Jr.,  97. 
Edwards,  Mrs.  J.  H.,  Jr.,  99. 
Edwards,  Leon,  150. 
Edwards,  R.  G.  L.,  22. 
Edwards,  R.  Mc,  118. 
Elementary  and  Secondary 

Education  Act,  293. 
Elizabeth  City,  N.  C,  88. 
Elks,  J.  E.,  66,  105. 
Elliott,  Rev.  W.  A.,  148. 
Ellis,  Beare,  146. 
Ellis,  E.  H.,  33. 
Ellis,  Hattie,  52. 
Ellis,  Rev.  J.  D.,  116,  117. 
Ellis,  Wallace,  86. 
Ellis,  W.  C,  85. 
Ellis,  W.  M.,  85. 
Ellison,  Annie  H.,  88. 
Ellison,  Frances  H.,  86,  88. 
Ellison,  J.  H.,  226. 
Ellison,  W.  J.,  86,  88,  196,  202. 
Elon  College,  N.  C,  51,  169. 
Emory,  Thomas,  (Lt.  Gov.  Va.), 

192. 

Empie,  President  (Wm.  &  Mary 

College),  192. 
England,  13. 

"Enterprise,"  95,  227  ,  266  ,  274, 
278,  292. 

Episcopal  Church,  7,  8,  9,  82,  86, 
90,  216,  251. 

Episcopal  Church  of  the  Ad- 
vent, 87  (photo). 

Episcopal  Mission,  66. 

Episcopalians,  1,  7,  8,  83,  86. 

ESEA,  295. 

Etheridge,  C.  E.,  163. 

Etheridge,  David,  Jr.,  162. 

Etheridge,  Mrs.  David,  Sr.,  162. 

Etheridge,  Laura,  172. 

Etheridge,  Pattie,  172. 

Etheridge,  T.  L.,  163. 

Eubanks,  Eleanor,  162. 

Eubanks,  G.  B.,  23. 

Eubanks,  Rev.  George,  39,  42. 

Eubanks.  J.  T..  128,  142. 

Eubanks.  J.  W..  162,  163,  239,  270. 

Eure,  F.  F.,  136. 

Eure.  H.  M..  85,  157. 


Evans,  David,  33. 
Evans,  D.  B.,  120. 
Evans,  Elizabeth,  120. 
Evans,  Mrs.  Julius,  121. 
Evans,  Robert,  120. 
Everett,  Mrs.  Donald,  98. 
Everett,  Ed,  258. 
Everett,  Eddie,  161. 
Everett,  Edna  B.,  157. 
Everett,  Eli,  243. 
Everett,  Ella  V.,  143. 
Everett,  F.  R.,  161. 
Everett,  Rev.  Grover,  109. 
Everett,  Hannah  V.,  93. 
Everett,  Mrs.  Harrell,  98,  99. 
Everett,  Henry,  242,  255. 
Everett,  Hilda,  140. 
Everett,  Ida,  118. 
Everett,  J.  A.,  106,  151,  248. 
Everett,  j.  B.,  164. 
Everett,  Prin.  J.  D.,  141,  274,  275, 
285. 

Everett,  J.  H.,  131. 

Everett,  J.  R.,  93,  128,  142,  161. 

Everett,  Justus,  171,  172,  237, 

270. 

Everett,  J.  W.,  146. 
Everett,  L.  L.,  142. 
Everett,  Margaret,  173. 
Everett,  R.  O.,  275. 
Everett,  Roddy,  94. 
Everett,  S.  F.,  132. 
Everett,  S.  H.,  235,  270. 
Everett,  S.  T.,  142,  148. 
Everett,  W.  H.,  244. 
Everett,  Will,  154. 
Everett,  Rev.  W.  L.,  121. 
Everette,  Leo,  135. 
Everetts  Baptist  Church,  127- 
128,  229. 

Everetts  Christian  Church,  129- 
131. 

Everetts  Methodist  Church,  128- 
129. 

Everetts  Missionary  Baptist 

Church,  127,  128. 
Everetts,  N.  C,  iii,  14,  28,  102, 

121,  125,  127,  128,  129,  130,  131, 

132,  150,  209,  210,  253,  275,  278, 

285,  290,  296,  298,299. 
Everetts,  P.  T.,  131. 
Everetts  School  District  No.  8, 

253. 

Everetts  School  District  No.  13, 
229-230  (photo),  244  ,  278,  283. 

Everetts-Spring  Green  Road, 
229. 

Ewell,  Edmond,  254. 
Ewell,  J.  L  ,  202. 
Ewell,  John,  116. 
Ewell,  Nettie,  80. 
Ewell.  Ruth.  157. 
Ewell.  Sally,  156. 
Ewell,  Venus.  118. 
Exum.  Rev.  Moses,  167. 

K. 

Fagan,  C.  C,  28,  218. 
Fagan,  Dan,  29. 


Fagan,  M.  S.,  28. 
Fagan,  Simon,  251. 
Fagan,  W.  C,  29. 
Fagan,  W.  L.,  267,  269,  270. 
Fagan's  School  District  No.  27, 
263. 

Fairview  Church,  35,  50,  222. 
Fairview  Christian  Church,  40. 
Fairview  Church  of  Christ,  40- 
41. 

Fairview  School,  (see  Man- 
ning's School). 

First  Baptist  Church,  Rober- 
sonville,  N.  C,  144-145. 

Faithful  Fifty  Club,  36. 

Falls  of  Tar  River  Church,  15, 
74. 

Fann,  Ezra,  105. 
Farish,  Hayes,  134. 
Farm  Life,  N.  C,  39,  42,  51,  224, 
290. 

Farm  Life  School,  222,  223  ,  224, 

225  (photo),  243,  267,  282,  283, 

286,  290,  294. 
Farmer,  Rev.  Curtis,  34. 
Farmer,  Rev.  Ernest,  181. 
Farmer,  Frank,  171. 
Farmer,  Rev.,  166. 
Farnell,  E.  N.,  86. 
Farnell,  Mrs.  E.  N.,  86. 
Farrell,  G.  W.,  146. 
Farrior,  Bill,  98. 
Farrior,  Mrs.  W.  H.,  98. 
Faulk,  J.  W.,  36. 
Fayetteville,  N.  C,  158. 
Feet     Washing  (Primitive 

Baptists),  70. 
Ferguson,  Rev.  Burgeon,  21. 
Ferguson,  R.  E.,  142. 
Fern,  G.  F.,  102. 
Ferrell,  J.  M.,  136. 
Ferrell,  John,  69,  70,  71,  77. 
Fields,  Elijah,  Jr.,  180. 
Fields,  Eugene,  179. 
Fields,  John,  180. 
Fields,  O.  H.,  179,  180. 
Fields,  Orange,  265. 
Finch,  Charlie,  85,  86. 
Finch,  Rev.  T.  L.,  97. 
Finger's  Civil  Government,  268. 
First      Christian  Church, 

Robersonville,  N.  C,  133-135. 
First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 

Williamston,  N.  C,  109-110. 
First  independent  church,  70. 
First  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

of  Robersonville,  141-142,  235. 
Fisher,  Abraham,  51. 
Fisher,  Rev.  G.  W.,  84,  85,  157. 
Fisher,  Susanna,  209. 
"The  Fishers'  Club"  117. 
Fishing  Creek  (Halifax  Co.),  11, 

12,  74. 
Fitts,  R.  N.,  136,  157. 
Fitzgerald,  O.  P.,  85,  157. 
Flat  Swamp  Church,  6,  7,  47,  69, 

70,  71,  74,  144.  168. 
Flat  Swamp  Union,  47,  74. 
Flatty  Creek  Church,  74. 
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Fleming,  C.  C,  27. 

Fleming,  Earl,  138. 

Fleming,  Mrs.  Earl,  138. 

Flemington,  N.  C,  158. 

Fletcher,  Dr.  Maynard,  143. 

Floro  (slave),  78. 

Floyd,  Bazil,  6,  84. 

Fiy,  J.  D.,  171. 

Forbes,  Charles,  139,  270. 

Forbes,  G.  H.,  111. 

Forbes,  G.  H.,  Jr.,  128. 

Forbes,  Guy,  142. 

Forbes,  W.  A.,  136. 

Ford,  Connie,  132. 

Ford,  Hiram,  138. 

Ford,  Mrs.  Hiram,  138. 

Forehand,  Jerry,  95. 

Foreign  Missions,  11,  12,  13. 

Foreman,  Bromfield,  263. 

Foreman,  W.  O.,  34. 

Forman,  W.  O.,  165. 

Former  slaves,  surnames,  79. 

Forrest,  G.  T.,  263. 

Forrest,  Samuel,  145. 

Fort  Branch,  151. 

Foster,  Joseph,  95. 

Foster,  Robert,  86. 

Foster,  W.  C,  102. 

Fountain,  R.  S.,  128,  142. 

Fowden,  L.  T.,  94. 

Fowden,  Mrs.  W.  R.,  92. 

Fowler,  Don,  135. 

Fowler,  Rev.  Harry,  177. 

Fowler,  Jeanne,  177. 

Fowler,  Jonathan,  177. 

Fowler,  Nathan,  177. 

Fowler,  Robin,  135. 

Fowler,  Stephen,  177. 

Fox,  George,  1. 

Fox,  O  E  ,  130,  135,  162,  178. 

Foy,  Enoch,  261. 

Frady,  Hazel,  98. 

Franklin,  Rev.,  166. 

Frederick,  Rev.,  171. 

Freeman,  G.  S.,  179. 

Freeman,  J.  S.,  179. 

Free  Union  Free  Will  Baptist 

Church,  15,  23. 
Free  Union  Road,  246,  250. 
Free  Union  School  District  No. 

1,  250  (photo),  263  ,  284. 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  28. 
Friends  Church,  15. 
Froneberger,  Mrs.  E.  R.,  98. 
Fulcher,  R.  E.,  123. 
Fulghum.  Betty,  98. 
Fulghum,  Doug,  97,  98. 
Full   Gospel    Business  Men's 

Fellowship  International,  113- 

114. 
Fuller,  13. 

Furlough.  Peggy,  157. 
Fussell.  Betty.  144. 
Fussell,  Chester,  144. 
Kutral,  Lurany,  77. 
Futrell,  D.  A.,  136. 


G. 

Gaborne  Botswanda,  South 
Africa,  104. 

Gainer,  George,  138. 

Gainer,  Mark,  146. 

Gaines,  Clara,  33. 

Gaines,  C.  T.,  33. 

Gainey,  W.  H.,  33. 

Gainor,  Nancy,  78. 

Gambrel,  J.  A.,  89. 

Garber,  Bishop  P.  M  ,  84. 

Gard,  G.  O.,  64. 

Gardner,  Bill,  125. 

Gardner,  C.  B.,  41. 

Gardner,  C.  H.,  164. 

Gardner,  Cornelia,  30. 

Gardner,  Eli,  40. 

Gardner,  Fred,  41. 

Gardner,  Gary,  106. 

Gardner,  J.  H.,  94. 

Gardner,  J.  R.,  81,  154. 

Gardner,  Louise,  22. 

Gardner,  Lucy,  42. 

Gardner,  Nancy,  77. 

Gardner,  Ralph,  41. 

Gardner,  Richard,  108. 

Gardner,  Stancil,  43. 

Gardner,  Mrs.  T.  S.,  2%,  297. 

Gardner,  Wayne,  42. 

Gardner,  W.  C,  30. 

Gardner,  Wilbert,  41. 

Gardner,  W.  K.,  156. 

Gardner's  Bridge,  4,  24,  84. 

Gardner's  Creek,  72,  182. 

Gardner's  Creek  School  District 
No.  25  ,  263  ,  284. 

Garner,  J.  H.,  158. 

Garrett,  J.  A.,  36. 

Garrett,  Miss,  274. 

Garrett  Road,  7,  69.  105,  113. 

Garris,  Talley,  114. 

Gaston,  Win.,  273. 

Gates  County,  N.  C,  208. 

Galling,  C.  L.,  128,  161. 

Gattis,  Rev.  T.  J.,  135,  136. 

Gay,  Charlotte,  98. 

Gay,  Herbert,  98. 

Gaylord,  Ella  Mae,  33. 

Gaylord,  H.  B.,  21,  22  ,  23  ,  270, 
271,  299. 

Gaylord,  Irma,  32. 

Gaylord,  O.  J.,  33. 

Gaylord,  Pauline  A.,  33. 

Gaylord,  W.  G.,  28. 

Gaylord,  William,  33. 

Gaynor,  Orman,  259. 

Gee.  Harrison,  263. 

General  Baptist  State  Con- 
vention, 117. 

George,  Kebecca,  78. 

Georgia,  2. 

Getsinger.  J.  A.,  270. 

Getsinger,  J.  C,  51,  52,  218,  223, 
244.  270. 

Gi'tsinger,  Mrs.  J.  C,  52. 

Getsinger,  J.  S.,  32.  223.  245 
( photo). 

Getsinger,  P.  E.,  48,  224,  244. 


Getsinger  School  District  No.  42, 
51,  224  ,  244  ,  245  (photo),  267, 
282. 

Gettysberg,  206. 
Gibber,  Ben,  37. 
Gibble,  J.  B.,  158. 
Gibbons,  Brother,  39. 
Gibbs,  Wheatley,  185. 
Gibson,  T.  A.,  244. 
Gilbert,  Americus,  78. 
Gilbert,  Faitney,  78. 
Gilbyrd,  Elizabeth,  77. 
Giles,  John,  273. 
Gill,  Rev.  J.  C,  Jr.,  97. 
Gillam,  Geo.,  166. 
Gillespie,  D.  G.,  194,  211. 
Gillespie,  E.  E.,  105,  106. 
Gilliam,  James,  80. 
Gillikin,  Jesse,  6,  84. 
Gilmore,  Hargrove,  146. 
Glass,  Alfred,  33. 
Glass,  E.  W.,  136. 
Glass,  Mildred,  33. 
Glisson,  J.  H.,  133. 
Glisson,  Nancy,  172. 
Glisson,  Phillip,  103. 
Glisson,  Samuel,  79. 
Godard,  Deacon,  115. 
Godard,  Ernest,  106. 
Godard,  Grady,  252. 
Godard,  Johnny,  56. 
Godard,  Joshua,  253. 
Godard,  J.  S.,  33,  36. 
Godard,  Le  Roy,  68. 
Godard,  Mary  E.,  36. 
Godard,  Plaz,  115. 
Godard,  Robert,  85. 
Goddard  heirs,  56. 
Goddard  Hill,  45. 
Goddard  Hill  Church  (Disciples 

of  Christ),  44. 
Goddard  Hill  Meeting  House,  44. 
Goddard,  Elder  Joshua,  56. 
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